N.Z.Farmer - fugust 1596,
HARAEKAKAHD STATION,

I the Farmer  dor May [B%94, we oave o detailed descrintion  of

"Maraskakahn” the properiy of Mr Douslas  Maclean. For it excellent

managemnant ang  anoointaents thiz is consldared ones ot the model stations
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of Hawkis  Tay. From our former article above  referred  toowe

following  particuiars:i-

Starting  from  Hastingz 5y coach.,  the road to ‘Maraskakahg! figs across iae

Hepetaunas piains. The head station lies bevond  these at the faat of a
sigep  timestoae  ridoe, where  the Nearuroro  River congs  through  Some
hills into the plains, and here the residsnce of the managér  is situated,

aboet tuo o mifes  atter passin

T

over the boundary -~ of the oroperty. The
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proprigtar’e house  lies a few kiles  farther up the course of the

Haraekakahg styeam, which  here Joins the MNgaruroen. The whole oetate
Compeises some 45,000 arres.
the station lay, it was  sesn, to the south of the Hoaruroroc  river, and to the

west ot the great olaip that lies around  Hastinos., @& portion, indeed, of the

tattesr area is laciuded In Msraetekaho. glong  the Wgaruroro  and Lhe
Hapaek is a big st ot Fiat underlaid  with shingle. The  soll on
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this is of good guality, is rather sandy and produces  gand arass. The flzts

an the nlacz however  differ materially  in kind and in valuwe, Some  of them

gre  SWATMRY flaz angd tol grass grow  on them  and when  cleared  and drained
such  fiats eive very good returns. As 3 ruls the drained  swamps makz  fhe

bepst soil snd more cultivation  in gone ugon them  when  they have  been
oroten  1n than wson  the shinaly  flats. The great dulk of the holding,

o+ long and Branching

Nowaver ig mage  up of roiling upiand, taking the form

saurs, fairly broad  in the back and rather to be callied esasv of undulafio
tian  jevel topped ., Litite winding quilies diversify the spurs, which  take 3
steeper  dip &5 the hallows  are approached. The roads which  run through

the groperiy  wind  end dip freguently  to set an easy grade, and at times ing
slopss  are stifd enoush, The =ievations  run pretty high too getting intp the
thousands  and there i3 an odd comnisture of Maori  and HIghiand  nsmes,

Ben Ledi and Ben Vairlich being cheek by Jjowl with FRaukaws and

Whakapirau, ghere  cut through  and expossd o visw, the sur

of a derk sandy npaturs, varying  from six inches tooa foot in depth, with a2

yellow open subsoli, sald to pess waler  well. Beiow  was  tha |imestone,

which indeed was Juttine through in places, and being derkensd oy the
peather, locked like stumps  ab times,  MWith the sxception of two wvery

tgefiai  and ornanbental patches  of natural  bush, izlands  in 3 zea of fearn
ant soell, there was no forest, and so ono stumps are to be ssen.At the
tail fern, three and fouwr
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tirst the station Has Covered with RETirdl arats,

fest high, toi-tor, and manuka  secrub. The =swamps wers  coversd with  the



growti usually  Jound 10 swanpy situations - raupd, toi agrase, cutty wrass,
and tali fla with s sprinkling of cabbage trees., In the main this has been
got under, but it was & work of time. Al this was thirty-five vyears ago,
since when great changes have taken place, and mast of the points of
Tikeness hetusen then and now have passed  away.,

The paddeccks  are now  in English  grasses, and have all been under the
plough at different periods. The cropping areas are changed vear by vear.
The <lopes, although steep, had all been broken up by the ordinary two
furrow  plouak  and four horees., There are altosether  upwards of 200 miizs
of fencing on the station, which 15 subdivided into &4 paddocks  the fences
being of couwrse, wire, +ive plain and a barbed wire on top.

the crogping land vields an average  of 45 bushels  of oate and 40 hushels  of
Cape barley %o the acre in an ordinary  season. Most of the prnper-&ty ties
well sbove flood Tevel., Those who have taken & part I the rowsh work  of
ploneering can along fram some notion of the time, the luss, the business
courage needed to break in & big run from its first condition to its present
stale as at Maraskalaha. Ever then, when the right methode  have been hit
upon  after many falze starts made and wrong  directions  in triale and
experiments,  thoze who have gone throush the mill are apt to forget oid
nardships  and what the real value of the gold of final syperience  is worth,
In the beainnirg  the natoral arazing  powers  of the run lay mainiy  in the
natural  grass, on which the Merinos  did weli, The History of sheep  farming
in Hawkss Bay bejins with Herinns., When 1t was  sought  to replace  the
patural herbage with English gorassesz, ihe best way of getting rid of fern
and the best varietiss ot arasz to use were thinas  unknown. Luperience,
which really meant trial and experiment . iiad to be paid for. It has been
found that two methods can be pursued for turning heavy fern land into
oarass, the first way being with surface sowing. In this way, as proved at
Maraekakaho, the 4irs iz eun through the fern, and the subdivisions — are run
up at once. The orass seed ig surface sown, and when  the young, uncurling
fern leaves are abput  four inches  hiah, the sheep are put on to ‘crush’ the
tern as some  fterm  it, to have 3 decided effect on it. Attention 1= nesded
when  the fern stem  is bleeding, and when it comes  into ‘fiowsr’ again bring
in the stock as before, and sz on till the frosts come  1n, which have a great
checking  influence  of themsslves, The trampina  assists the young grass
and crippies the fern and this methed persisted in tiil the grass gets well
attvanced, will kesp the fern down, Once let the fern get ahead of you and
the game is up.

The other way 1s to plough after burnine off, disc and plant with rape. The
rape 1is fed eoff from avtuon  #ight up to February by zpells. The paddocks
arg thep ploughed again, tine and chain harrowed, and taid down to

permanent pasture., This method  is more effective, bubt more  expensive



~than the first. Two obushels of orass seed per acre are osed., The gixturs
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adopted  is perennial  rye, cocksfoot, red clover, cow  arass, alsike, timothy
thest on Tow  ground), crested  dogstall  and prairie grasc.

Thare  are about 4,000 shesp  on Marashkakaho, Az heforz satd the start in
shesg  rearing  was  with Merinos., The irirocdoction  of artificial pastures
affectad the #Merinns with  footyol ang 2 chiange had to be made  fo
crosshreds ., The #Heranos  were  exesllent  of their kind, a start beind  dede
wWith rams of Learaonth Bland, followed by James  Gibson’'s  puire Merinos.
The change was  then made  hy introducing the best  Tongwool shesp fron  the
Gouth, the flocks of J Reid, J.BE. Suttem, F. Sutton, M. Hoimes, end the Land
nesocistion, dith  longwool ramz  the flocks wers  brought  on to half brede
and  comebacks. When & tyne af seven—elahths Lincoln blood is atained

then HMerino ramns are used with long woolled  owes. By care m crossing and
matirg & tvpe of sheep has been obtained combining “tonstitution,

SYMPETEY , carcase and woo'. The latter 1z of well-known character  and
Faine, having  woh  the highest awards et Hawkes  Bay, Farls, MHelbourns,
Chicaan  and Bunedin. At the Hawkes Bay GShows, some of the best judges
hayve deciared the Maraskakaho hat+breds to De second to none 1n New
fealand.  Zkud flocks of HMerine  amd Lincolns  are kept up. The station  is
Tound  to be very sound  and good  for the sheep; ang neither drepching nor
fumigation  has to bhe resorted. to. The best wool 15 sent Home  for sale, the

dirty wor! 15 =pld in Napier. The HMerino hrand  is MM, the crosshred iz &

Lochaber  axe, 1,200 bales ot the 1395-94 ciip were  sent away.  three
fundrad  acres of rape are grown  principatly o bring on weansrs. lreezets
maturz  as two-tooths when  they weigh about &0 tob3ib.

The wooished, of which we give an iliustration, is the boss of the

outbuildings. The whole of the shearing shed, the night pen, the yards and

apprzaries are Gattentloored. 41 dirt, ordwre, and moisture  falis belom
e y :
the vertically  aliding gates  are counterweighted; the drafting shoot has

doubte  dooes 3t the end, so thal one man  can divert Merings  ohe wWay,
croszhreds another, whiis lambs can Ge Jet pun straisht on. Water  is 1aid

i thirooghout the buildings. There are 28 Wnlseley  shearing  machines;

they give every satisfaction.  Only with some  wrinkiy  throated  Merinos
shaping traces  of Vermont biood, might the shears be preferably used.
e mezns  for handling  the wool  &tfter shearing  are parfect.  The wool

oress is good  of dts pind, and the Joading  zrrangement 15 vary ooad. AL one
end of the shed 15 a concrete dip &0 feet japa, giving & good swim. The
dips used have included those of Murcton, PBuibell,and Cocper, ali pronounced
piiectiva, as iz an arsenic  preparation  mads  on the place. The main  shed
and the night pen wil} held hetwsen them 3400 sheep. In full swing, J0O0
chigep  are shorn  in & day. The price for shearing iz 178 A&d per 100,

Bewiuesn ity and saventy men  ars permanently empl oved pn the station,

and twiceg as many  al shearing btime. lWages are 25 per week  and found.



