
Charles and Bessie Griffiths 

The first 40 years of Griffiths 
Footwear Hastings.
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Carbon Copy of a Le0er wri0en by Charles Griffiths March1953. 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Bessie and Charles Griffiths 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Army Tent issued after the 1931 earthquake 
and used by Rhys and Mary, Charles and Bessie. 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Temporary Shop aHer 1931 Earthquake 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Citizen of Hastings

Charles Griffiths  was involved in the Community in many 
areas. The Obituaries after his death in August 1953 
contained some of the following quotes:-

“As a member of the Hawkes Bay Hospital Board from 1941 
onwards, the late Mr Griffiths was a staunch and devoted 
supporter of our Fallen Soldiers’ Memorial Hospital… Unless 
he was away from Hastings … Mr Griffiths never missed his 
weekly Sunday afternoon visits to the wards… and his 
cheery smile and greeting for everyone.. gave comfort for 
all.”

‘President of the Rotary Club, prominent member  of the 
Hastings Chamber of Commerce, and the Hastings Retailers 
Association, a keen Bowler and Rugby fan and a staunch 
member of St. Andrews Presbyterian Church where he held 
many offices, Mr Griffiths sudden death came as a shock to 
many.”  
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•   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St Andrews Presbyterian Church 
Hastings


•  Elder for 36 years

•  Session Clerk for the 

last 4 years of his 
life.


•  Sunday School 
Superintendent 32 
years


•  Regularly attended 
Assembly.


•  Treasurer of the 
British and Foreign 
Bible Society for 
many years. 


•  On the 
establishment 
Board of the 
Eversley Rest Home


•  Hillsbrook 
Children’s Home 
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