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Farewell to
local hero
with link
to Everest
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Movimg to England, he made a
point of returning o Hawke's
Hay for zome lime at kexst once 2
year, often wisiting his old
sehool, and on ane vigit, [0 2004,
was aocopded Fresdom of the
Cily in an lvestibare by Mayor
Lawrenoe Yule,

Umital bis disath B was the bust
sirwiving climber from the héam
that Eeiped establish the final
camp 30m helow the Evwerest
summit the day before Sic
Edmusil Hiltary and Tensing
piargay reached the peak

Sir Ed's gon, Peter, yesterday
remembered Mr Lowe a5 a tal
ented man who ahared  his
father's passons for climbing
anx] helping ofheTs

B Loswe had contribubed 1o
the mouniaifesring commumity
i Mew Zealand apd overseas,
iseduding the education of peogls
livig mear Mi Eversst in the
Eiimalayas. Thase peaple were
wpre  roal  priovities  [or
Goorge”, he iold Radin Mew
Featand

“That's perhapa <ne of the
peally sigmicant thing bl
teday losing {reorge. [ just 15
amather atamp of bow imporiant
ihis MNew Zealand conpection
witl At Everest &s," he sakl

He pelarred to the ML Evers]
climbes invalving his father and

My Lowe and thedr later works

hailding the scheols and
hespitals. “[1's been B long Mew
Zealand inwalvoment with the
highest mounlain o the plamst ™
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FREE MAM: George Lowe and
Huasfings Mayor Lawsencs Tuien
200, fik MAr Loreee el GonierTod
with Frescoen of the Cily, reeTosTLE

HILLARY, Sir Edmund Percival
KG, ONZ, KBE. On January 11,
2008, possed away peacefully
surrounded by his family, at
Auckland City Hospital. Much
loved husband of June, loved
father of Sarah and Peter, and
the late Belinda. Grandfather
of Arthur and Anng, Amelig,
George, Alexander and Lily.
Stepfather of Robvn and
susan, grandfather of
Rebecca, Amy, Wiliom and
Sam. A stote funeral will be
held at St Mary's Holy Trinity
Church, Parnell Road, Parnell
on Tuesday, January 22 ot
1lam followed by private
cremation. Sir Edmund will be
lying-in-state ot the Cathedral
of the Holy Trinity, Monday,

January 21.
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BRIAN REEVE
57 PASADENA CRES.,
TOTARA PARK
UPPER HUTT, N.Z.

1924 - 2013

Sir Edmuned HIl'.arrlu'



MEETING EVEREST MOUNTAINEER
MR GEORGE LOWE
FRIDAY 19™ NOVEMBER 1999

WHILE WE WERE ON HOLIDAY IN HAWKES BAY IN 1999 | HAD THE
GREAT FORTUME TO MEET MR GEORGE LOWE WHO WAS ON THE
1953 EXPEDITION TO DO THE FIRST CLIMB OF MOUNT EVEREST.

SUZIE , HARRISON (AGE 4 YEARS JAND | WERE JUST LEAVING THE K-MART SHOPPING
MALL ON THE CORNER OF 5T AUBYN EAST AND KARAMU ROAD NORTH IN HASTINGS. A
COUPLE HAD JUST PARKED THEIR CAMPER VAN NEXT TO OUR CAR.WE EXCHANGED
SMILES . | RECOGNISED THE MAN AS THE FAMOUS MOUNTAINEER FROM THE 1953
EVEREST EXPEDITION MR GEORGE LOWE. | GRABBED A NEWSPAPER AND PEN FROM MY
CAR AND RUSHED AFTER THEM INTO THE MALL. | FOUND THEM STANDING INSIDE THE
MALL FOYER AND | INTRODUCED MYSELFI TOLD THEM ABOUT OUR FAMILY FRIEND
ARTHUR HELM AND RELATIVE PETER MULGREW . HE KNEW BOTH OF THEM.
GEORGE AND MARY HAD JUST SPENT TIME WITH ED AND JUNE HILLARY IN REMUERA
AUCKLAND AND WERE DRIVING DOWN TO WELLINGTON TO SEE GEORGE,S SISTER IN
SILVERSTREAM, UPPER HUTT .THEY WERE ON HOLIDAY IN A WHITE TOYOTA CAMPERVAN.
GEORGE IS A TALL DISTINGUISHED MAN WITH WHITE HAIR AND BEARD, HE AND HIS WIFE
MARY LIVE IN LONDON NOW AND ARE CURRENTLY HOLIDAYING IN NEW ZEALAND.
HE WAS BORN IN HASTINGS IN 1924. HE TOLD ME THAT HE WAS GIVING AN ILLUSTRATED
LECTURE TO THE ALPINE CLUB IN WELLINGTON ON 6™ DECEMBER, AND "WOULD | LIKE
TO COME ALONG 7 ". | SAID THAT * I WOULD" .BEFORE WE PARTED COMPANY HE SIGNED
THE FRONT PAGE OF MY HAWKES BAY TODAY NEWSPAPER (19 NOV 1999) FOR OUR 50N
HARRISON . WHEN | RETURNED TO OUR CAR WITH THE SIGNED NEWSPAPER SUZIE WAS
BEMUSED AND HAD NO IDEA WHY | HAD RUSHED OFF IN SUCH A BIG HURRY. | WAS 50
EXCITED BY THE TIME | GOT BACK TO OUR CAR. IT WAS A THRILL TO MEET A MAN THAT |
HAVE ADMIRED FOR SUCH A LONG TIME. | SAID TO SUZIE THAT “ THIS IS THE REAL
HIGHLIGHT OF MY HOLIDAY™. | HAVE AT HOME GEORGE'S BOOK "BECAUSE IT IS THERE"
ON 6™ DECEMBER 1999 | TURNED UP AT THE ALPINE CLUB MEETING AT THE WELLINGTON
LAW SCHOOL IN THE OLD WOODEN GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS WITH MY FRIEND
DAVID CLEGG. WE HEARD HIS WONDERFUL LECTURE ALL ABOUT THE MOUNT EVEREST
EXPEDITION. AFTER THE SUCCESSFUL ASCENT OF EVEREST ON 22 MAY 1953 IT WAS TO
GEORGE LOWE THAT ED HILLARY MADE THE FAMOUS STATEMENT ... WELL.
"WE KNOCKED THE BASTARD OFF"

GEQORGE ILLUSTRATED HIS TALK WITH WONDERFUL COLOUR SLIDES TAKEN DURING THE
EXPEDITION,. HE IS A GREAT PHOTOGRAPHER AND THEY ARE SUPERB. AFTER THE
LECTURE HE VERY KINDLY SIGMNED MY COPY OF HIS BOOK ....BECAUSE IT IS THERE

FOR ME AND ALSO A COPY OF MY HILLARY / FUCHS BOOK ON THE TRANS-ANTARCTIC
EXPEDITION OF 1958 FOR HARRISON, WE HAD NO CAMERA BUT A KIND MAN CALLED
PETER WITH A SMALL CAMERA CLOSEBY KINDLY PHOTOGRAPHED US WITH GEORGE
| HAD KNOW IDEA WHO HE WAS . | THANKED HIM VERY MUCH INDEED AND | SAID...
“GOSH THAT IS A SMALL CAMERA " TO WHICH HE REPLIED " YES BUT IT IS A VERY GOOD
OME “ MY FRIEND DAVID WAS VERY AMUSSED AS HE COULD SEE THAT | HAD NO IDEA
WHO | WAS TALKING TO. THE MAN INTRODUCED HIMSELF AND SAID * HELLO | AM PETER

BUSH “HE IS A FAMOUS PHOTOGRAPHER WHO HAS TAKEN PHOTOS OF THE QUEEN
THE BEATLES

, RUGBY PLAYERS AND MANY CELEBRITIES. WE WENT TO PETER"S HOUSE
IN ISLAND BAY TO PICK UP COPIES OF THE PHOTOS THAT HE KINDLY TOOK THAT

EVENING. VERY KIND OF HIM  ....BRIAN REEVE



THIS FOLDER
ON

GEORGE LOWE 1924 -2013

WAS STARTED ON
SATURDAY 23%° MARCH 2013
BY
BRIAN REEVE
OF
TOTARA PARK UPPER HUTT

MR LOWE DIED ON
WEDNESDAY 20™ MARCH 2013
AT RIPLEY NURSING HOME IN
CENTRAL ENGLAND (AGED 89 YEARS)

| HAD THE PLEASURE OF MEETING MR GEORGE LOWE
TWICE.

FIRST, IN HASTINGS N.Z ON FRIDAY NOVEMBER 19™ 1999,
SECONDLY, AT THE WELLINGTON ALPINE CLUB MEETING
IN WELLINGTON ON 6™ DECEMBER 1999. THE MEETING

WAS HELD IN THE LAW FACULTY LECTURE ROOMS AT THE

OLD GOVERNMENT BUILDINGS IN LAMBTON QUAY.
HERE HE GAVE A WONDERFUL SLIDE - ILLUSTRATED
LECTURE ON THE 1953 ASCENT OF MOUNT EVEREST.
HE KINDLY SIGNED TWO BOOKS FOR ME THAT EVENING.
MY FRIEND DAVID CLEGG AND | ALSO HAD OUR
PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN WITH HIM BYTHE FAMOUS
NEW ZEALAND PHOTOGRAPHER

MR PETER BUSH

DAVID AND | BOTH DID NOT HAVE CAMERAS WITH US, SO
IT WAS VERY KIND OF MR BUSH TO TAKE OUR PHOTO



-Friday, April 5, 2013

A memorial service is expected to be held
in Hastings for Mt Everest-conguering
expedition climber George Lowe, who
died in England last week. He was 89.
Lowe was bom and raised in Hastings. His
funeral will be held on April 8 in Derby,
England. But brother Reuben, who lives
in Hastings, said his widow Mary Lowe
was keen for a memorial service tobe held
in Hawkes Bay at a later date.
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Gifted mountaineer,
prized companion
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Ealurday, Barsh 2% A0S Waakend Horshd

‘Marvellous

No 2’ happy
to follow

Hillary’s lead

Ly Phil Taydor

Gieorge Lowe CHINL DBE
1GoUSes — 33308

The Weekend Merald has a special
emary of fhe last me i1 :-|l-:-kL' (5]
George Lowe, because it reflects hiz
stoicism ard recsownied Bumour.

It was Januwiry 2008, the week Sir
Edmund Hillary died, and 1 had
travelled to Diamend Harbour o im-
terview Lowe at his New Zealand
Fiamee to which he remarned from Eng-
land for each seuthern simmeer.

As we arrived, Lowe’s wibhe, Mary,
furried to bell ws e Lowe Bad had ~a

arn”- He was pale and speechless, He
improved bart wasnt up oo an inkes-
virw so Mary became his voloe.

Lowe, 8%, died in England at a
wmiirsing hame, the lasi surviving
climmber of the team that conguered
Bl Frapmessi. What's not wicks=ly kmmwn
i that it ekl easily hive hoen Lawe
on the summil. He was among the
strmrest o expediion leader Lond
Jihr Hurst prefernsd the symmery o
a Westerner aril 4 Easterveer

Lawe helped ser ap Sir Ed and
Tenzing Morgay's final camp 300m
from thee top ansd cum foe shegis [0 ease
their fimal pish '-.1.|r_-u.-:.'|rJ[.-'l'-'-*~'|||-l=|l'
a U mnaryvelious nugyter twa™, “Gearge
didn't want 1o be the leader, He was
i hhappier woekdng with 2 kader.”

Thie thiemes ol tlial aftermoon wene
e o efTort i ook and that Lowe's
frdemnil s mnst suited o chi Game the
explaif Bedromed.

I"m absalucely :||.'|I|_.'|'|'.l.'l.| 1 didn'e
have ches life Ed had - . . [ wouldn’
have had che diploiecy,” Mary re-
layied, An hour later, Lowe fels well
enicagh T walk po the dining tehle on
which phatcs and other memorabilia
Fram their expeditons wene sproad.

'r:uprq_ﬂ,z,._-_li|--l sr o a pla o] Frim
sell and Hillary on Everest, e spoke
his anly sentence of the after
fiiir whispeere < words that eould
his epiraph: *Beer there, done that.”

GEORGE
LOWE

Fe].IOW Ki“,i 1924 - 2013

to Hillary on
verest team

es at 89

GEORGE LOWE 1924 - 2013
RDbEF—T Miller BRIAN REEVE

: 57 PASADENA CRES.,
4 CollecTion TOTARA PARK

UPPER HUTT, N.Z
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