

















Back home again, Mum’s involvement in the Ngawapuru
Country Women’s Institute, continued and she was the
Secretary for many years. She was presented with a
Good Service Badge by the Bush Frederation of Country
Women’s Institutes in 1996.

She joined a local choir and twice they joined other
Southern Hawkes Bay choirs and were filmed for “Praise
Be” in TV1 on Sunday mornings. She was renowned for
her baking and cooking skills. At family gatherings her
signature dishes were beef casserole, Lemon Delicious
pudding, trifle and pavlova. She was renowned for the
quality and height of her sponges. Some of the local
businesses received these as thank you gifts at Christmas
time. She made amazing fruit cakes and a number of
these became wedding cakes. She attended craft classes
weekly in Palmerston North.

Dad’s health began to decline in the late 1990’s and
Mum and Dad swapped roles in some ways. She took on
the outside work and Dad learnt to do housework at 78
years of age! Dad died in December 2000 and Mum
adjusted to living alone and coping with the complexities
of banking, paying accounts etc which had always been
Dad’s domain.
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