Bede Roughton, chairman of the
pansh council.

Prayers
for
arsonist g

sacred Heart panshsoners have been "
asked to pray for whoever st fire to thets
church vesterday

‘We must pray for the people who
are s misguxied,” the chairman of the
L\.,uhw.ll counall, Bede Roughton, tokd
o parshsoners who attendod Mass Last
night in the pansh hall, Eastbourne St

Mr Roughton sad it would be casy 1o
be consumead with anger at the senscless
act which had caused hurt t0 s0 many

poopie

“But what is the gan in such anger?
Surely s better (0 conuder what a
dreadful plight t must be that allows
people so disturbed to do such a thing?

“They must hve with their despera
ton. We are far more fortunate as we
have been blessed with the gift of great
hope,™ he said

A prayer was sad asking for the
arsonist to be given “that grace of con
version bestowed on St Paul™

Mr Roughton said St Paul persecuted
the Church, but became one of its groat-
ol sty

Each member of the pansh was in a
state of shock or disbelief about the
arson, he said

It was beart-warming to be part of ae
Mass where people had gathered fox
mutual support, condokence and  hope
for the future of Sacred Heart Parsh

Mr Roughton saki panstsopers had
"ost a oved one” and maybe all the
memones of pood times and perhaps the
pognant memories Of sad times as well

“We nead to share our memones ol
precous motments and keep them abive so
we can always be aware of the blesings
that we have received and we need to
greve in a natural way, ™ he sand

There ward Hime hoving moments
thming the-Maa 3 plopke soad and
talkad about the memioies they hadt and
what the church had meant for them

Kevin Brvamt sakl the church had
been parn ol his hite for XD vears

Philip Horan saxd he had many happy
and sad memones of the church, inchud
ing the funeral of his mother a few woeks
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Without a church, parishioners will
use the hall until the future becomes

Fears of
arson

realised

Cathols in Hastings have kog
fewred thewr YMoyvearokd wooden Sacred
Heart Church, near the centre of the aty,
woukl be debiberately set alight

An attermpd was made to burn the
church 1l vears ago

Ihat attergd camwe shortly after a
fircbug destroyed St Patncks Catholic
Church, in Napser, on August 1S, 98]

As soon a8 Cathobcs in Hastings
lowrnad of the attempt on their church
they ralbed 1o protect the buikling

Ihey set up a roster, and mounted an
all-night vigil Gl the danger was deemed
10 have passad

I s n0t the Hirst tme Hastings” Sacorad
Heart pansh has had 10 deal with the
ravages of fire

T'he onginal Sacred Heart Charch in
Bastbourne St was extensively damaged
by fire o0 December 16, 1991, It was
Jemolishad, the site cleared and usad as a
new entrance 10 M Josers s Sehoal and
the pansh grounds

Phat chugch was budht in 1881 on a
Herctaunga M site and <hiftad t0 East
bourne M when the other church, which
was destroved by fire vesterday, was built
i 1SN

oy,

handmark sdnce 1895

Sacred Heart Church, a Hastings

Memories revived
of St Patrick’s fire

Yesterday's fire revived memonies for
Napeer people whaose 89-yvear<old St Pat.
nck’s Church was burmed to the ground
on August 1S, 11

(he Saturday afternoon blase drew
thousands of people to the church, on the
comer of Munroe St and Station St
where the new St Patrick s Church now
stancs

The steeple of the old church, built in
I8N, was a landmark for early mariners
approaching Napéer,

An ewght-year-old girl, Joann Hancy,
and her uncle Robert Hancy, were in the
church for thewr regular Saturday after-
noon prayers when Joann spotted a light

n an unused confessional box,

Ihe fire at several metres a
second along the newly-vamished interior
walls and engulfed the church within
minutes

The fire was consadered suspscious but
police found no evidence pointing to
arson

However, about a vear later, a vouth
confessad to Napier police that he set fire
to the church

A photograph of the blazing church,
with its steeple beginning (o0 topple, was
the first colour news picture published on
the fromt page of the H -Thbune

Fund-raiser planned

A condert 10 raise money for a new
Sacred Heart Church s being organised
by the Hastings Municipal Theatre Trust,

Napeer  mezosoprane  Phillipa
Reade, who won a Dame Sister Mary
Leo scholarship a week ago for overseas
sticly, has already offered to perform,
along with the Hastings Citiaens” Band
and the Hastings Choral Society

Trust chairman Ron Shakespeare said
the trustees swung into action after yes
terday s fire and unanimously agread to
stage the convert, which they hope will be
compictely sponsored 50 all funds will go
to the church rebuilding fund

Ihe trust would abo accept dona
bons, Mr Shakespeare saxd

“I"'ve lived in Hastings all my Lfe and
that church has been a focal point,™ sad
Mr Shakespeare, who i not a Catholic
but had sung in the Sacred Heart
Church.

The concert plans had the full support
of Hastings mayor Jeremy Dwyer, he
sand

The parish office had been over.
whelmed by the trusts offer of the fund-
rasing concert, which already had “tre-
mendous support™, he said.

Offers were being made by other
Organsanons and artists o perform, o
create a well-balanced programume, M
Shakespeare said

Sacred Heant,

Treasured
- 1tems

- lost

in blaze

Heart Church was kaid on October 7,
1994

The church was opened the following
year by Archbishop Francis Redwood. It
was pad for by parishioners,

It was graced by mtricate stained glass
windows and statues, some imported
from ltaly. They were all destroved in
yesterday's fire, \

Lare has it that some of the
lnancial contributions towand
the church came from Irish workers at
the Whakatu freezing works,

Amrorgan for the church was
in England in 1900 and donated i |
by two people whose names are nowhere
on present parish records.

The church was reflurbsshed to mark
the pansh's centenary in 1982

One of the pansh prests, Father
Maurice Scully, sadd Sacred Heart
Church had accumulated many items of
value over the years, and it would take
some time to make up a list of everything
lost in the fire.

The more obvious losses included his-
tonic statues and stained glass windows, a
large oruaifix, the altar, sacred vessels,
furniture, expensive vestments, and the
church bell, which shattered as & fell 0
the ground during the fire.

Site project co-ordinator Amold Sar-
chett a piece Of the bell was kept
safely over night under the bucket of an
excavator, while security guards patrol-

ling the grounds away souvenir
hunters.
Not in the church was

destroyed. wh prest Father Paul
Duncan said a chalice and three choria
locked in the church safe were later found
“squeaky clean”.

Father Duncan said that apart from
the material loss, a piece of church histo-
ry had gone. But parishioners were Jook-
ing firmly forward.

Project co-ordinator

Sacred Heart Parish has appointed a
project co-ordinator to Baise between
nsurers and the people who will assess
the damage to the church,

Pastoral councll chairman Bade
Roughton said Amokd Sarchett had been
appointed to the position.

Mr Roughton said terms of insurance
pobaes would be breached unless any
work was lsused through Mr Sarchett.
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hing for clues
| Parish priest Father Paul Duncan and police officers searching for clues 1o the cause of yesterday s fire which
‘l destroyed Hastings' 90-year-old Sacred Heart Church.




