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TWENTY—ONE

Torrent Overwhelms
Fast Coast Railway Camp

'WENTY-ONE lives were lost when, following a cloudburst,

mountain stream became a raging torrent and uverwhclmed a
Public Works camp on the East Coast railway construction
scheme at Kopuawhara, about 35 miles north of Wairoa, before
dawn on Saturday. Eighteen of the bodies, including that of the
only woman victim, had been recovered by Sunday night

The camp, which nestles at the foot of steep, wooded hills,
consisted of three sections. All were located in an elbow of the
Kopuawhara Stream, the married men occupying high ground on
either side of a depression in which the single men’s quarters were
located. The camp for single men, dlnsr:lly in the path of the wall
of water that poured without warning from above while the
occupants were sleeping, was demolished and 20 of the men,
together with a waitress, were swept to their death. The married
men’s homes were beyond the reach of the flood.

So sudden was the onslaught that those trapped on the lower
ground had no warning of impending disaster.. They went to bed
oa lay night with the stream at its normal level and had a
tragic awakening at 3.30 next morning when the flood engulfed
then. A roaring calaract of yellow water charged with huge
boulders, which were tossed like pebbles, tree trunks and debris,
jumped the banks of the stream and poured over the doomed

mp._Parely awake, the occupants fought for theit lives in pitch
darkuess and bitter cold. v

Rushing at fully 35 miles an hour, Acrmdlng to an %M
the siveam rose at the rate c( feet per inute until hurdreds, of
acre, of lend \below were inuiddated. In the camp itself, ol
litfs kept, the torient hm harrow bunnd: but only served:td
nereaseyits tremendous vglocity.

A stoutly*built bridge was swept away, and its tinibers and
‘qundations were hurled upon thé-57 tents and huts ranged i u{
neat rows over 3 length of about 100 yards. Battered by gian
ogs, great pieces of the bridge and rocks that were rolled unseer,
Beneath the surface and swept by the everincreasing force o
llle current, the b d like 4

% Takien cotnplately by surprise and chiest:deep in: the: swirling
water, men and youl!\s rose above mere thoughts of selfpre-
servation in the crisis, and proved themselves heroes. Many gave
their lives for others, sacrificing their chances of escape to save
their friends. Stories of the heroic deaths of many of those lost
were falteringly told by men for whom the sacrifices had been
made. The district rang with praise for spontaneous and often
successful attempts at rescue by men counted among the dead.
The bonds between those who worked together were never more
severely tested and never more completely proved.

Fiest survivors of the disaster to reach Waikokopu: Messrs. R, Blair
o (i) and H. Trainor resting on Saturday night after their teerible ordeal, .

© Mr.

DROWNED
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"ROLL OI‘/ ’T IOSL WHO DIED

-Most of the Bodies Recovered

The victims of the- d;;a;m are:—
Miss Martha Quinn, aged 22, single, a waitress at the cookhouse,
whose parents reside in Gisborne.
Mr. William Auld, aged 55, single, of Napier.
Mr, George Barbarich, aged 32, single. He has a brother at Marton.
Mr. David Barclay,”aged 56, single, of Auckland.
Frederick I C. Clark, aged 31, single. lis futher lives at
Gisborne.
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George H. Davis, aged 49, married.

R. Douglas, aged 28, single, of Gisborne.

William Dunn, aged 64, married, of Christchurch. He was
i the camp sergeant.

Mr., Frank W. Fry, aged 51, married, of Gisborne.
Mr. F. G. Fountain, aged 25, single. His uncle lives at Te Puke.
Mr. Thomas Hali, aged 35, single, of Gisborne.

Mr. Ron E. Halford, aged 22, single. His family lives at Woodyville.
Mr. Robert Johnston, aged 40, single, of Wairoa.
Mr. John Kelliher, aged 31, single, of Wellington.

M. Ivan ]}\‘/lnrlinlc, aged 31, single. He has an uncle at Palmerston
lorth.

Edward McGiven, aged 28, single, of Gisborne.

J. Pender, aged 40, married. His wife lives at 22a Halsey
Drive, Mount Roskill, Auckland.

Hugh Sloan, single, who recently arrived from Ireland.

Ted E. Smith, aged 37, single, a son of Mr. J. H. Smith,

R

g

Patutahi, Gishorne.

Mr. Tom Tracey, aged 44, married with a wife and cluldxen in
Wairoa.

Mr. W. Waaka, aged 25, single, a Maori, of Mohaka.

Thé bodies of Messrs. Halford, Martinac and Davis have not

yet been recovered.
RESCUE OF A CHILD SECURITY WITHIN GRASP

After e
miles in the raging torrent

Situated two and a-half miles above vied for about six
the scttlement that was overwhelmed,
;lui nNu.Hﬁ capp escaped rolatively | hills, one of the victims of the Kop
1:.[?"1 y),m .,?;’f.lf.."of‘i‘?f:i.é“ﬁim ‘:‘:;‘:m whara disaster apparently died when
of ihe Luts in the married men’s quar, | 85€UFity was in Lis very grasp. Ho was
ters were threatened. One occupant was | discovered dead, clinging tenaciously to
Tu ll]\g,]tvm c]nldrefnlto s]r‘lftty wlﬁan a fence on the property of Mr. Alan
ho_fell, losing one of his charges,: The |

child ws washed away, but wap spcdiy Jobson, with a knoll of dry ground
S < ouly severa) feet away.

from the
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A hero who saved m.\yxh,
to love his own was Mr. Tom Tncey

cgardless of the risk he ran and do- §
ately izuoring a templing ciance ¥
of cwaps by way of o bridge, which 3
withistood the first onsluught of tho 3
flood, he beat the gong fo rouse the
sleoping men and women., Finally he
wade a round of the camp, kuocking
at each door and shouting a warning.
while those he had
awakoned were given a chanco to reach
safoty.

Glowing references to Mr.®
unselfish acti which, they 8aid
undoubtedly saved many lives,
wade by survivors. Mr. R.
summed up the unanimous  opinion
when ho suid, ““He gave bis life for
the men.”

** Ho scomed to think of everyone but
himself,” Mr. Blair said. * He got hold
of the gong from the front of the cook-
house, with George Mclean and * Buff *
Mampden, ‘and kept Leating it to wako °
everyone:

e disappeured,

spanping the 'szmm
at this tifo and Tom
and tho others' could ‘have

cosis, BRI AN i far prac-
tealjoko, s beat on tho door of orery 5
hut.

kg (he'llnt oocumed by the fﬂrs—
man, Mr, . Yco, wl h

ing, he wasted no timoe in

went straight in and pullé
bed. '\l

Yeo was seen- later

up on the roof, from ‘dzua,,,
wo wers all eventually rescue s
“Pom Tracey continued bis ro\mds,

Mr. Blair added. * e was chest de
in the er, which wa$ rapidly
and was Jast seen struggling tog'oye,of
tho last standing Luts. His bodyswas,
luter recovorod over threo miles

stream,” v
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HELPLESS EYEWITNESSES WATCH MEN GO TO DEATH

Man who Rode a Log

and Escaped from Death

GRAPHIC STORY OF 'THE DISASTER £

.
Owing their lives to chance, with |others in shirts on jnst
heir nerves strained aln‘ost to he ruched ont. There were
g point, and bearing wymerons shien fon Holn, [Riitce md
fons to testify to the hattering they [ SRR T RINEC SRR (e e
Iind suffered, two men Jisel throngh | *iawe ought st were gone, too
the horrors of the carly We yelled in chorns so thit the people

 we had
Fart-rending

ter again as they deseribed it at Wri- narters, 150 vards away
koko on Sinday. They were Messrs. ho .cliff, conld hear us
R. Blair. of Auckiand and H. Trainor, rof ‘the water. Thil

who i3 in charge of {he

ival from.Ireland.

ked safely in bed, and surronnded
by friends anxious to do anything to
add to their comfort, they were. still
ill at ease. One smoked endless cigar-
eites while ke talked, and the other,
sorrowing at the loss of two infir
friends, added of oceasio
remark to t

Stapp, 7 s
YAMCM. at the camp, tnrned th
lights df his car on to us. and we conld
see gfowds on the bank watching men
drghen, buf unable to heip.
Optimist in a Tent

“Before daylight, we naficed a light
flare swddenly in a tent held in place
only by driftwood. This tent and one

other hail floated a considerable dis-
were the only  ones left
a for rding ahove the cankhonse.  We

b
inor, the first_two
sursivors {o be brought as far as Wai- | g
kokopn. Many of those listening were
obrionsly moved as they learned for the
first time and from eyve-witnesses de-
tails of the deaths of Triends.

“Ihere was no_thought of
on Friday night—-in -

to investigate as soon as it was

“When light eame T waded throngh
waler 21, o tent i which
the light h . There was ahont
2ft. of silt on the floor. piled to within
an_inch or so of the boftom of the

had beenn made with enthus bed, on_ which Charlin  Chedl was
swimming carnival in_the stream on |,\v} . He was holding aloft small
the following day,” Mr. Blair said. |suitcase in one hand and a lighted
“Ihe camp was quict by 9.30 o'clock | cigarette in  tha other. ‘Boy,” he
“exeept for a few radios, and it was not | greeted me, T've zot a dvy change for
until sis hours Jater that the awaken- [ hoth of ust We shook hands.”
ing came, rescie wark was  hein
"1 had been only four oy ot Ul A reia A
Sainp, ol wan. i W Wik fhiown n atone with o fishing line
4 maleep when bl Qeap | Attached, and as soon as (his had been
e and wohe mns hy one of the <nrvivors from

e ot he shonted, “Phe flanded line was
A block
vieeed  as a
and no time was lost in
trancferring,  first,  those  sufforipy
severely, then  Mrs, Camoron,
finally ‘the rest of the men. Ja-. ¢

s < Ml in e

wp a Deacier
hanled across

»
with a sling att
reeches buoy,

TWO BRAVE MEN

SEARCH FOR WOMAN
LIVES SACRIFICED

Gallant but futile efforts to locate

told a complete story of the tragedy
“It is believed that her hut was ac
ally the first to he swept away.

“Two men, one middla-aged and the

other in his t s, give their lives
trying to locate her. A partienlar
friend, Iddie iven. whose

on chain an
raging flood with

desperately
t. 1t was not ther
a trace of it, but

Thero was not, ev
he kept on.
“die was frantie. He kept blindly
ne to reach the spob  where the
girl's hut had stood, wntil he was swal-
lowed np. We lost sight of him in a
few seconds.

“A man named Frank Frr, who was
on the cookhonse rool o
other who gave his life in {his
We tried to stop him going to look for

0

of us knowing that he was lost, he
went hand over hand along the edge

DESOLATE SCENE
TRAIL OF WRECKAGE

STRICKEN COMMUNITY

Miss Martha Quinn, the only woman | SEARCH FOR POSSESSIONS
who perished, were madv by two of the
doomed mien. A trail of wrecknge, mnte witne
“Miss Quinn, who was a favenrite | to the violence of the wator, bl frer
in the camp, lived in a hut hehind the | the flat land six miles from the seon
cookhonse. In its position it wonld get [ of the tragedy to the site "l
the full force of the torrent,” said Mr. | ¥recked camp. Helpers arriving
R. Blair, one of the survivors. whe | Waikokopn on Sunday saw sodion m

tresses hanging on str foncer

ne
sheets of roofing iron twisted like was

round trees, and articles of clothing
2 half-submerged in stagnant pools
ivergwhere masses of timber, eawr
Iogs and picces of doors or walls it
tered the lower part of the Koprawhar:
Valley

Motor-cars could he driven only =
short. distance up the valley road un
aided. A waiting tractor b haw
throngh soft. heaps of siit, and at the
No. 3 camp parties had to leave their
ears on acconnt of the road heing com-
pletely demolished, and strike ont over
precipitous spurs toward the wrecked
camp higher up the v

Labours to Restore Order

Standing in groups where little more
n 2

t hours earlier 20 peopie  had
Martha, bt it was n alled | for ainly for life, partios of resi-
ont, ‘1"l o a o, and in spite of | dents and itors nred to restore
the efforts of MeLean and myself, both | some semblance of order, Pheire wa

almost_impossible task, €0 hopelessly
jammed and

ocked together was the

never heard a sound,
him, and Martha fon.”

ELEVEN LOST TOGETHER

Swept Away in “Jumble of Bodics”

Miss Martha Quinn,
d.

a vietim of
the flood.

TRAGIC ERROR OF JUDGMENT

the two cross

el

of spirits, were reac
The sirvivors paid

ke of all

1z tea and coffer, as
]

Rangi,
strength, and

Me,
“Jt was ahont six o'clock, and we

conld get a clear view of the camp, or,
rather, what was left of it,” Mr. Blair

Scene of Desolation
Z most. pinco | 0O il
~Blait “I tried to reath a
giry on which 11 men were eventually

g their doom, hut, fortrimately | said. “All" that remained of 57 huts
‘,33"“¢f}.?.e.“wm-n wnavailing. Aree [ and tenfs, hlacksmith’s shop, bhath-
ft. long loomed 1p ont of the | house, dining room and caterer's stafl's

T abandoned my timher and

ess.
ing at breakneck

huts, were part of the dining room and
fonr tents.” Nobody  saved anything.
Men lost  musical ~ instraments, tadio
sets, goll clubs, clothing and money.
One’ man lost’ £10 in accumulated
sa

clainbered astride,
ed downstream.
PThe Tront, end of the cookhonse had
gone complotely, bub the other three
Walls were standing. The g floated
ight, into_the wrecked huilding and
stopped  with  n crash against, the
far wall, T broke a window and climbed
on to the roof.”
out, s dozen other men were on
the roof of the coqkhouse, and a few
scconds lafer. tho mumber was in-

st “Fven though it had receded, the
yellow flood was still ponring down
had heen 6ft. higher than the known
record level,”” he explained.

“After a hot meal those of the sur-
vivors who were able made their way

creased @nexpectedly by one. A hut, | ypctrcam to communicate with  the
cafri ly_away, atinz by | other scction of the married men's
witha man named Lucas astride it. Te| o sehicre: 4l ot S by e
took?a flying leap and landed safely of the trageds. Mr.- .

--gn” the Toof.

oir refuge collapsing under |

it in n
sand on top of it and {
the river. The note said that 9
had gone, that foorl and medical sup-
plies wero short ane
2o to be sent {o the
Search for the Missing
jmmediate  search  for  their
friends fonnd to be missing after a roll
call was begun by the survivors. They
celled a mile below the camp, climb-
over the hill as the road hail gone

st in  time
heen stand-
were

on 3

adjoinin¥ They were

Thé roof on which they had

ing -broke up as its supports

washed away.
Mother’s Frantic Worry

“The catercr, Harold Cameron, and

ameron, were inside,”

“Three of us scrambled

and got them on to the roof. Mrs.

Cameron was frantic with worry for| Rupe Rangi and Mr. Stapp had  just

her five-year-old danghter, Joan, who|found the bodies of  Mr. {\ a and

was in one of the tents. year-old [ Mr. Johnston. The searchers found

son, Harold, was in another. their way hlocked by a slip and re-
“At the start, we conld not get near | turned to camp.

them. Tho hoy Cameran saved tho 1ife | “powt yecponse tn the appeal for

of another employee, Jim Cronin, seiz- |, S nATA b, LG Thon dt et

ing his_clothes as o was swepb by
the bov's tent, hut he was unablo to
help Tob Johnston, who wae carried
past ab the same timo and was drowned.
The boy Cameron and his sicer eventu-

base eamp. A party arrived with ropes,
tacklo and a medicine chest.  Thre
moro hreeches buoys were rigged
the resene party_joined tho survivors
and Tont them Rid. Singlo men wers
ally reached the roof in safety ordered to cracuato the wrecked camp,
“At_tho samo time, 2 man named|and they walked to the base camp.
McCorkindale, and Jim Cronin, ‘whose| There they learned that 16 bodies had
ribs and knces seemed hadly hnrt, were| heen recovered, some as far as wix
helped up to the roof. One of the|miles below the eamp.
menon, the silo of thastaelrol “Feared an Earthquake”
Clark, suddenly let go and disappear B o
i v i v transport was waiting to take
T astontors Tho i muibphage u.?,‘;“'.?i;ws tI:v more cnmlnml\rlu quar-

t
keen too “‘;,””[“;"‘”;'” g tors. Blair and Trainor were
W' e ame'! -

<1
bronght to Waikokopu.
Faint cris for help from somewhere | Mr. Trainor had little to
near the chimney were heard by M. | escape. A hut lifted free a
Blair and one of the others, Mr. George | npainst that in which he was.
McLean. They hanled wp’ Mr. “Bull” | Saking him. Ho fear
Fampden, “drowned. Jlo was un-{and said that the din of
conseions by i

the timo he had been|and grinding boulders was.

a;
nd.y 5

Tragic error of judgment on the part of 11 men, who put
lhr;}aith in the ability of a 43-ton motor-lorry to withstand the
tor=4nt, resulted in the deaths of them all.

7

- orrified witness of this major tragedy was Mr. R. Blair,
one of the few who survived the suddent torrent.
&. log, being carrield helplessly qp~grd, whem#ha men on the lorry
My to him te 70m them. iy and failed, and a moment
Row the ISty with jis |y freight engulfed by the flood,
With i sh in his mind, Mr. Blair was
barely dohgtent as he told.ot!
“I saws 11 men drown,” he
log they yelled to me to come to (¥
safe

He was astride

i/

As 1 came past on the
They thought they were

“Ronnie Halford, Douglas and PFountain were the only three
I'knew. They were all together there} on the big 41-ton truck, and
could do nothing to help me as | wads swept by. The truck, used
for carrying shingle, was sideways-onf to the stream, and the water
and stones turned it over.

"It was pitch dark, but I was 6nly a few feet away and could
see the whole thing. The men wfere just hurled into the torrent
and swept away. They were rusthed past my log. It was just a
jumble of hands and arms and bghdies in the water.

“They called for help when }the truck started to tip, but there
was nobody to help them. It was the finish of them then,

“All 11 of them disappeare(d in a flash. There was not even a
call once the truck had gone, o} if there was it was drowned by
the roar of the water and the tetrific grinding of the boulders and
the smashing of timber. :

“The big truck was just like a plaything in the grip of the
current, It was turned over an1 over until it disappeared in the
darkness. The bonnet was pick-® up later eight miles downstream.
That was all ‘that was found of " The rest simply disappeared

and was probably smashed to pic tes.
““The tragedy of it is that the 1] men who were lost had had
ample time to reach the cookhouse, ‘where the survivors were in

safety. They preferred the truck, thinking it more secure.

Q G5
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POVERTY
By

* WHARERATA

KOPURWHARA (cAtP NO.4 )
KOPUAWHARA R.

o

of the roof. He, tao, disappeared. We
but the water got

vived the flood.
nearest  the
was almost bare.
Ted w wreck-
. hut near the other end
szreat heap of mingled wood

and iron that had heen the cook-hoties
and - dining-room.  Retaining little re-

semhlance to its original form, the
Duilding was filled with debris - and %
weird miscellany of articles swept. from
the huts and tent ahove,

Buried Motor-car

Broken lamps, half-huried in <ilt, lay
heside torn clothing and decasing vege-
. Amazingly i

L heap of {wisted iron
- Crughed by the weight. pi
into the silt, the car was

Half-hearted offorts to dig it o
made, bt {he work was hevond
power of men, A steam-navvy
have sncceeded, bt n chargs of px-
plosives would prohahls have hesn-the
best way of removing the tottering
heap of ruins.

Bereft of all personal  helongings,
somo of the survivars, cared for wilh
spontancous gencrosits by the  more
fortunate residents of the camp, still

wal
P e of money,
another for new clothing recently pur-
chased. and others for
value that might remain. Nothing was
found, heyond nscless scarps that might
have come from any one of the tents
or huts.
Spirit of Kindliness
Among the stricken  people
hearted neighbours moved
Small acts of kindness, the providing
of fea for men trying to buill a tem.
¢ bridge, tho londing of clothes
and money, 100, to those who had lnct
all they possessed of either, and {ha
helping in a vain quest for <ome {reae.
nred don irrecoverably
passed almost imnaticed. fhes wera £o
. A general spirit of indlinces
. those who had net cnffered
shonldering a full share of the hndens
of those who had.

Find-
help.

GALLANT

ELDERLY MAN AND BOY

ACT

Seenring himself to a_hntment he a
picce of clectric cable, Mr. Hneh Me-
Corquodale ~supported “a child, Jean
Cameron, for more than an hour whila
the flood was ab its height. An eldorly
man, he was severely isled Ly
his efforts, but contrived to- hold the
girl until the water snhsided.

A brother of the gitl, Harald Cam-
cron, aged 15, was responsible for an
act of bravery rated highly by other
survivors. He awoke to find two foet
of water surrounding the tent and,
in attempting to join his parents, who
were in another tent, he found it im-
possible to force his way thronch the
rush of water, The chimney of hig hmt
fell across the doorway, and he iwmped
into the water. but had to refurn to
the donbtful sceurity of the hut when
he was strnck by debric, Tt wae this
time that he saw a heavilv-bnilt man,
fr. James Cronin, in da bring

ey
swept away from’ the flanded settle:
ment.

t the risk of lIncing hic own foof-
in he prasped Mr. Cronin, and pulled



HEROISM THE INSTINCT OF MEN IN

Searching for

Bodies

In Path of Cataract
FACING TREMENDOUS DIFFICULTIES

With all communications severed by
the torrential rain and high flood, news
6f the disaster in the No. 4 camp was
slow to reach the four other scttle-
ments in the district. However, when
rescue partics were formed, every avail-
ablo man volunteered for service and
a search was immediately commenced
for the bodies of the victims.

One of the first to realise the magni-
tude of the disaster was Mr. Alan
Jobson, a farmer, whose property -lies
on oither side of the stream about six
miles from the site of the doomed
camp. The piteous bleating of lambs
awakened him shortly after dawn and
he discovered that the house was com-
pletely surrounded by water. As he
surveyed the scene, he noticed a man
float by clinging to a mattress. Plung-
ing into the chilly water, he secured
the man, but found him to be dead.

Severe Injuries

was at _times so decp that the animal
was obliged to swim, Mr. Jobson redo
to the house of a neighhour and from
there telephoned Constable Houston, of
Nuhaka. A search on the property was
subsequently instituted and a further

Mr. A. Jobson.
three bodies were recovered on Satur-

ha
ently as the result of being struck by
heavy timber and other debris.

Shortly after Mr. Jobson's original
discovery, advice of the disaster filtered
through {o the No. 1 camp at Waiko-
kopu where several men were selected
to accompany the foreman, Mr. G.
Toster, on a tour of inspection. The
height of the flood prevented a
thorough examination being made, but
the mass of cquipment being carried

to the sea in the turgid, swollen
stream suggested that at least one
camp further in the hills had been

washed out.
Clothing Torn Away

Some 35 men, clad in bathing cos-
tumes, shorts or storm ° clothing,
manned motor-cars and a lorry and
set out for the No. 3 camp, Forcing
their way through a layer of silt that
was often 3ft. or 4ft. deep, they re-
covered the bodies of nine.men who
were known to belong to the ill-fated
No. 4 camp. Their clothing torn from
them, thé victims were in many cases
shockingly injured.

At the No. 2 camp, where some
damage occurred, principally from silt-
ing, there was little thought that the
No. ¢ settlement might have suffered
more severely, the real tragedy
of the flood whs hrought to the notico
of these men only later in the morn-
ing. Men from No. 3 camp discovered
a severe wash-out on the road leading
further up-stream, and it was while
they were discussing this situation that
one of the married men from the No
4 camp who was secking assistance
called to them from across the river.

Formidable Task

The scarch was continued on Sunday.,
A large lorry, containing 60 men and
a police party, left Waikokopu at 7.30,
am., and their efforts were concen-
trated on the wide mouth of the valley
for a_distance of two miles out to
sen. However, settlers had several
hours _carlier discovered the body of
Miss Martha Quinn near the sea. Sub-
sequently the body of Mr. Ted Smith

Torcing his horse through water that|t

Work had to be done. morcover, in

what was practically liquid mud.
Swift Reaction

Reaction among survicors and help-

less witnesses of the tragedy was

prompt. Some spoke quictly of the

scenes in the carly-morning disaster,

others presented a bold front and
concealed their nervous strain, and
rostrated with grief and shock,

o spoker to it

in their presence. The minders

in the wrecked camp below were suffi-
cient.

Prominent among the organicers of
help for those trapped in the single
men’s camp, Mr. I, Stapp, representa-
tive of the Y.M.C.A. in the settle-
ment, told how he and app
were ‘awakened at three o’clock in the
morning by a cry from an unknown
man.

Cry of Horror

“All the men are drowning.” shonted
in tones of hori ontside his window
was Mr, Stapp's first inkling of the

house_commands a

but darkne: was
w A single g The water
fupted the power suppl
from the lower Jevel came only
fused calls, the roaring of water,
the endless grinding of boulder ‘upon
boulder.

I remembered my car. as a possible
source of Jight,” Mr. Stapp  said.
“Ldrove her up the bank and turne

agedy. H
ihe site,

relicved b

d int

on the headlights, which probably
» a help,

waler was ruching he at 30

hour, It was the hetfer

All the victims bore evidence of
ing been . severely injured, appar-

filled with
the 1ata
minute mstead of inches an
nd after wreeking the

Theories About Cause
Opinions regarding the possible
of the sudden onrush of water va
Some members community

ieved that slips higher up
mn had made a dam, which b
leasing the pent-up waters in
a mighty flood. Others, and these in-
cluded engineers, thought that there
had been a_cloudburst higher up the
valley, and that a great mass of water
had en” poured into  the
eansforming it into a torremt
nt,

shaken b,
many friends and

loss of so
intances, Mrs.
Cameron, the only woman in the
wrecked  cam cape,

foundly grateful for the fact that her
husband and two children, as well as
herself, had been spared. She could not
bring herself to speak much of
tragedy. With her family close beside
her, she spent the day with friends,

“Darkness s the horror of the
whole thing” Mrs. Cameron  sai

“Had they been able to sce, some of
them might have saved themtelves.”

was found by searchers from the Nos.
and 3 camps further upstream,
. The party from Waikokopu was con-
fronted \\il].l‘a tro!:\r_‘n(lous task. Pad-
kil s ok, Lag

ESCAPE OF

After the flood waters had subsided: Salvaging belongings from one of the wrecked huts, -

CAMP TWO

ForE\y—Seven Sleeping People Roused

Tragedy was mearly repeated in the
case of the No. 2 camp. Rising about
20ft. with almost incredible syiftnoss,
the Kopuawhara Stream threatencd the
lives of the 47 slecping residents and,
in the hurried evacuation to higher
around, few personal possessions were

aved.

Although situated about three miles
below the No. 4 camp, the settlement
suffered severely. In lo i
the huts were covered with
swift  current, charged
ho
hav motor-truck was lifted
Vodily and earried  downstream  for
about one and a-half miles before being
deposited, extensively damaged, on a
arm.

The plight of the occupants was
vividly described by Mr. R. Gilberd. He
said he and his room-mate had gone
to_sleep without switching off the
light. He was awakened at about 8.30
a.m. when a power failure occurred.

Shrieking a Warning

‘I was surprised but not altogether
alarmed to discover that water was

huge
ulders, logs and other debris, caused

@ into the tent,” Mr. Gilberd
companion

s
noiteed water coming under the door
and decided to put on my gumboots
and investigate. Less than a yard from
the entrance to the hut I stepped into
water above my knees.

“Then, suddenly, the alarm was
sounded. ‘One man rushed from hut to
hut shricking a warning. My mate
grabbed somo belongings and made to
follow me hut o huge log, tossing madly
in the current, threw him off his

zained his balance but lost

eet.
his

5.
eryone was making his way to a
arage on higher ground, which seemed
secure from the flood. Here the shiver-
ing people huddled, wet through and
disconsolate. Two women clad in night
attire were included in the group, but
a third, Miss Marion Nugent, a waitress
at the ‘camp, was missing.
Stayed Behind to Dress

‘! It was discovered that Miss' Nugent
had stayed behind to dress,” Mr, Gil-
berd continued.  Realising her plight,
a close friend, Mervyn Hoggard, after
scemg some other chaps to safety,
plunged back into the flood to her
assistance. It was no easy task. Finally,
he lashed an emergency fire hose be.
tween a power pole and the cookhouse
and this enabled them to get safely to
higher ground.’” °

Another man, Mr. Tom Castles, had
only one thought when the warning
was sounded. That s for his violin.
Holding it aloft above the water he
reached the garage in safety but
almost, immediately returned to  the
flooded camp to aid another. waitress,
Miss Florence Wilson, who was calling
for assistance,

MINISTER SHOCKED

NO SIGN OF DANGER
CAMP 100 PER CENT SAFE

The Minister of Public Works, the
Hon. R. Semple, showed great concorn
over the news of the Kopuawhara dis-
aster. He stated that nobody. would
have dreamed that such a_thing was
possible on that camp-site, The locs
had been nsed for camps since the work
was originally started, It was not like
putting a_camp in_a valley near a
stream with a liability to floods. It
seemed 100 per cent’ safe, for there
never seemed any sign of danger.

“It 15 just one of those terrible
happenings, which can only bo  de-
scribed as an act of God, for which no
human being is to blame,” said Mr.
Semple. “1 know this camp-site, and
the news has come as a terrible shock
to me. I cannot adequately express my
feelings of regret at the loss of those
useful’ boys, who wero rendering
great service to the department and
the country. It is an immensurable
loss, ‘and my deopest sympathy goes
out to their relatives and friends.

>

s

FINE TYPE

MEN IN THE CAMP «
MR. SAVAGE'S REGRET

SYMPATHY FOR RELATIVES

“1 deeply regret to learn of the
disaster which has overwhelmed a camp
of single men at Kopuawhara, mnear
Waikokopu, on the East Coast railway
construction works,” said the Prime
Minister, the Rt. Hon. M,I«”,E’\
It can only hodescribed ™ simrryr o
enal visitation,

Mr. R. Gilberd, one of the
survivors,

*“The official information is_suffici-
ent to show the extent and sadness of
this terrible happening,” said Mr. Sav-
age. ‘It is not easy to express one’s
feclings in the face of such a calamity.
The causes were entirely beyond the
of man. and no human wisdom
or foresight could have averted the dis-
aster. The men were a fine type, and
had been rendering very useful service
to their country.

“T feel that T am not only express-
ing the feclings of the Government,
but also those of all the people, when
1 say that heartfelt sympathy o
out to the relatives of the vietims.”

ely he received news of the

di . the Minister of

ks, the Hon. R. Semple,

conferred with' Mr, J. Woods, engineer.

in-chief and under-sccretary the

iblic Works Department. The inspect-

aincer of the Public Works De.

artment left Wellington for the scone
of the disaster.

SHEEP LOSSES 1500

SEVERAL HUNDRED CATTLE
Although subsequent t.

justified the carlier s

losses amounted to man

head, it is expecte

of the Kopuawhara Str

at least 1500 sheep

ve not
at stock
thousands of
t the flooding
am resulted in

eavried

dred eattle heine
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FUNERALS AT GISBORNE

Burial of Flood Victims

SEVEN

Tour of the victims of the Kopua-
whara tragedy were buried in the Taru-
Tieru Cemetery, Gishorne, on Monday,
the pallbearers heing workmates, friends
and relatives. Two friends, Mr. Hugh
Sloan and Mr. Edward MeGivern, were
interred in adjoining graves, and Mr.
icorge Henry Davis

a returned soldier,
was buried with military honours.
There was a large concourse of
mourners at the funeral of Miss
Martha Quinn, the 21-year-old waitress
at the camp, who had been a universal
of the survivors mak-
to Gisborne to attend
Quinn was to have
come home to Gishorne last Friday
night for her father’s birthday on
Saturday, but she decided to stay at
the camp overnight and return on
Saturday morning.

The wife and two children of one of
the victims, Mr. G. Barbarich, are at
present on their from Dalmatia
to New Zealand. They are expected to
arrive in two or three weeks.

Funeral Delayed

Arrangements were made for the
funeral of at least seven victims of
the disaster to take place at Wairoa
on Monday, but advice was reccived

favourite, in
ing the journ
her funeral. )

KILLI‘D BY A TRAIN

RAILWAY EMPLOYEE

FATHER OF SIX CHILDREN

o While eycling
at_the southern end of the
railway  yards  shortly
o’clock on Monday afternoon a storen
in the locomofive department
struck by the north-bound express
killed instantly. The vietim w
Mr, James M\:Keowen, married, with

six child

heside the main line
Timaru

) ,\I.I\m\mL who was_transferred
to 1 only last
month, was eyc e the main
ling and in_ the n oas the
tr: hydrant over

Although the pulled  np
q\uddv Mr. McKeowen was carried
distance before being thrown to
thc slde of the track.

INTERRED AT WAIROA

from the Com joner of Police at

Wellingfon, gl\um instructions to lml(

the funeral until  Tuesd at
o'clock. The change in the e of \‘.lu-

funcral is holioved to have been mado
at the instigation of members of the
Cabinet, some of whom arrived at Wai-
roa from Wellington for the purpose
of attending.
The majorily of the bodics have heen
claimed by reiatives. One has heen for-
warded to Auckland, one to Te Puke,
one_to Wellington, one to Opotiki, ono
to Waipuknrau, and five to Gishorne
The remainder. with ex
sibly two, will be buried in a communal
grave at Wairc

Plight of Women

ght of two women in the camp

The
above
They are expectant mothers,
camp is completely icolated by road.
Frantic cfforts are being made to re-
store road communication to enable a
district nurse to get through.

VICE-REGAL SYMPATHY

MESSAGE. TO RELATIVES

A message of sympathy has been
sent by the Governor-General, Viscount
Galway, and Lady Galway to the rela-
tives of those who lost their lives in
the floods in the Kopuawhara Valley
on Saturday.

BEREFT FAMILIES

APPEAL FOR SUCCOUR
An appeal is heing made in Gis-
borne for clothes and food for the occu-
the Whare-

posscssions o
ashed to pieces in
m (\ua Maraetaha Str
The camp is a sm;
Bartlett’s and Muriwai, ahont 24 miles
from Gisborne, and the inmates were
employed on_construction work on_the
Waikokopu-Gishorne x\v w Vhen
he stream rose in the v hours of
$he merning the sconprnts of the eamp,
seven married conples with 16 children,
fled in their night tire to_higher
round, one
Robinson,
it which conioriel ning huts; i
now merely an open paddock covered

one between

William

h r.
luxl ihe. site of the

BID FOR LIBERTY

TWO MEN AT WAIKERIA

o prisoners have escaped from the
Waikeria prison camp near To Aw

mibi; ofie Jush. before B o'clocic ‘on
Sunday ight and the other at 3 o'clock
on Monday afternoon. Both men had
been at the camp fnr ]vlst over a weel
and were sentenced during the recent.
Suptemo Court session ab Auckland.
e disirit s being scoured by a largo
party warders fyc but,
B e o i iy
 Jis hour on Monday night.

men chard Jackson Ruff
Nm le aged 27 lww‘hb 6ft., h hk\ck
]mr 'ml a rm)dv mmplc and

a Maori lahourer, ngcd 20,
lu'u,ht 5ft. llm

A particularly daring eseap. npm
in view of the warder and
mainder of a gang engaged in cle'\nmg
drains on the farm near the residence
of ihe superintendent, was made by

He asked permission to secure a

(1rmk of water and a few seconds later
was seen by the warder to dive into
an old disused tinnel, almost obscured
by overgrowing weeds. '] warder im-
mediately sounded an alarm, but he
bad to line np the other prisoners and
make of their safe custody
hefore he conld make an attempt to
follow the M

quickly began opera
tions in the n.um\ of the tunnel, but
the |n|<nm-x mnst have made a quick
bre ak into the dence huch heyond and
e of lris movements could  be

n ce
(uuml.

CARS IN SWAMP

ONE DAY’S ACCIDENTS

The Para Swamp, on the Picton-
Blenheim highway, was the scene of no
six motor mishaps during
1([«* mr)n 'mvl night. Two were
ture, the occnpants
of the w]urlm having narrow escapes
Both from drowning and serious injurv
The others were more or less minor
mishaps in which cars left the road hub
were hauled back without any major

cher ground.

fo attemph o gab to
Hi fow yards in

is wife, who

AVIATOR’S FATE

SEARCH BY FRIEND

KINGSFORD SMITH MYSTERY

First-hand. information about the
search for the bodies of the late Sir
Charles Kingsford Smith and his com-
panion, Mr. T. Pethybridge, who were
lost in a Lockheed aeroplane when fly-
ing from England to Australia in Nov-
cember, 1935, has been received in Auck-
land by Mr. J. S. W. Stannage from
Mr. J. D. Hodder, an Australian
aviator who led an expedition along
the coast of Burma to find traces of the
missing men,

Mr. Hodder is now employed as a
pilot by a tin-mining  compan;
Burma. In a letter to Mr. Stanns
says he went to the island
which is only a mile long and half a
mile wide, situated about 10 miles off
the Burmese coast, and made a thor-
ough search, At the topmost point,
800ft. above sea-level, was a large tree
with the top cut off, and from there
right down the steep to the southern
side were numerous broken trees.

It appeared possible, said the writer,
that the Lockheed struck the topmost
tree, tore its way through the trees on
the slope and. plunged into the water.
‘The finding of a wheel on the slope
strengthened the theory. He eventu-
ally located the natives who found the
wheel, and they took him to the spot
where they made their discovery.

A further search was made, and after
three days they found in a small bay
two picces of duralumin and a piece of
stoel mickel-plated  moulding  which
prohably came from around the cock-
Vit, Tha sen 1s dangerons thereahonts,
and Mr. Hodder had difficulty in drag-
cing the portion of the bay opposite
the broken trecs, where he believes
the hodies of Sir Charles and his com-
anion will be found.

‘1 have a fecling thit is where ho
is,” he wrote, “‘and I am going to try
to make another trip as soon a
sible. This time I shall tako a small
boat and use it for dragging.”

NEW AIR SERVICE

LINK ACROSS TASMAN

START WlTHlN YEAR

A statement thab there will be a
regnlar air service across the Tasman

with -heavy silt. | within_the next 12_months was ‘made
ing_the death of Mr. Robin-| yesterday by Mr. J. Stubbs, superin-

son, whoso body had ot vet been | tonding engineer of Australian National
found, ey ssos st hen | Airways, Limited, when he arrived at
\.C flood came he was wearing a water- \nrl.lmd by the -Niag n.rn ‘from Sydney
proof and gum boots, and was the last | on his way to the United States and

Enrope o’ study mrmn developments.
Mr. Stubbs said een informed

DAMAGE ON

Although a complete survey was not
ot possible_owing to the blockage of

as and dislocation of trlephone sor-
vices, inquiries from Gishorne on Mon-
day indicated that inprecedented dam-
age was done by the st nd floods
which invaded the whole district from
a< far sonth as Morere to Te Araroa in
the north.

"Tho main north soad has been ro-
opened for trafic, and the inland
route to Wairoa, via aroa, g\\cs
reasonable access to the south, bub it is
t Const road will
e at least,

be open before T
a week will be required to repair the
damage on the main road to Napier.

Muriwai, fhr- scene of desolation
round every

of logs, branches

an
covered with silt. Entangled in these or
Iying in the stream or deep silt are
sheep and cattle and hundreds of ecls.

men camped at_ Mangatuna
t have béen drowned while they
s!cpt 1f they had not been awakened at
2 am. on Saturday by the cries of a
dog and cats in their camp.
Five Hours in Trees

The Hikuwai River was in high

flood, and the men climbed some sturdy

mantka trees near by ing with
them the dog and cafs. For five hours
they romainéd up the trces,  Most

PURSUIT BY POLICE

LONG RIDE IN STORM

SEARCH FOR MISSING CAR

Battling on horsehack throngh sodden
Dbush and over roads decp in mud, two
constables from Whakatane rode into
the heart of the Urewera country at
the height of the storm on Friday in
search of a missing mofor-car. The car
found ahandoned on the edge of a
high cliff and an arrest was made Jater.

On Friday morning the police heard
that the car, which had been missing
from_Fdgeeumbe sinee Tuesday oven-
. had been seen in the

but lhn constables obtained horses and
rode on. Fourteen miles from the Wai-
mana town<hip the. ear was discovered

damaged, but poised on the edge of
0ft,

'I Ilo police pushed on furll\er up the
Waimana River to Matahi, the burial
place of the Mwn rrophet Rua, and
imade an arrest in the bush mear this
lonely N“Hh‘mcnl

The sequel to the chase was the
appearance of Herbert Saxhoia, s
lebourer, before justices st Taneatua

EAST COAST

Camp Saved by Dogs’ Alarm
WAIMA COTTAGE WASIKED OUT TO SEA

of the residents in a mear by Maori
settlement climbed to the roofs of their
houses for . Three feet of water

On the property of King Brothers af
watuna the water rose to 4ft. inside
the house, and the owners took refige
on the roof of the verandah. In  the
morning they found that a large pros
portion of their stock was drowned, in=
cluding 20 dairy cows.
Phenomenal Rainfall

At Tokomaru Bay the flood
worst known. The’ river the
{ownship, at the height of the xtorm ab

a. m. on Saturday, rose 20ft. ahove
the normal lev

Wator entored the school and houses
i leposit of sils
Waima township suffered
A stream washed through
works cottages, leaving silt
piled up to a depth of 4ft. at the hack
doors of five houses. One cottage owned
by an elderl . Wi Huihui,
was washed bodily into the sea.

At Waiomatatini a creek at the hnnk
of the residenco of Sir Apirana N
changed its course, flowing nnm
throngh the honse. The outer lvavllLs
were almost completely buried in silt
and gravel deposited by the tnrbulent

=

stream. and much damage was done to
the interior of the house, while the
grounds surronnding it were ruined.

DEATH OF INFANT
YOUNG MOTHER CHARGED

VERDICT OF MANSLAUGHTER

Charged at New Plymonth on Mori-
day with the murder of her newly-horn
child on a farm at Ngaere in Decem-

ber, an  unmarried woman,  Stella
h  Sedgman, aged 21, was
found gnilty of manslanghter. The inry

rccommended that the highest degrea
of mercy should bo extended to the
girl. Sentence was deferred  until
Thursday.

The child was found in a deep hole ini
an outhouse on the farm where the girl
was employed, and died in hospjtal von
afterward

. O'Den, for the defence,
tho girl w snch &
n that she was not aware of the

gravity of her act in placing the child
in the holo. She did not know v.\wm.,:\
it was dead or n\\\e, and only desir
to put it out of sigl

e Chiet Tustice, ie Michael Myers,
said he would take the responsibility
of directing the jury, if \e found  the
main_facts proved, to a_ more
merciful nd find a verdict of

(Qm eotoges To T Poster
R Lewson oo

damaee heine dane.

front, turned round to call to her hus-|on very good aughorjty  that Qantas | this mo He was charged with the view
band when she saw a wall of water [ Empire” Airways, Limited, would have | con nf the car and remanded to mn“klmmh(o &
cend on him. charge of the Tasman service. appear I Whakatane. lfe jury retired for 12 minutes.
P
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RucceED KorPUAWHARA VALLEY

Mute Evidence of Havoc

Wrought

ROUTE OF EAST

by Past Floods

COAST RAILWAY

By a Special Correspondent

HE Kopuawhara Valley, scene
T of Saturday morning’s disas-

ter, is a cleft, about 12 miles
long, in the mass of hills which sep
arates the Poverty Bay flats from
Hawke's Ba om the sea at
Opoutama, right at the neck of the
flat, sandy isthmus which unites the
Mahia Peninsula to the mainland, it
tapers back into the hills. For the
first four or five miles from the sea
wide, and the

it is comparatively
valley floor consists of grassy flats,
strewn with large stones, which
peak cloquently of the havoe

wrought by floods in the past.

Th impression given by the Minister
of Public Works that the valley is not
generally liable to floods can hardly be
strictly accurate. Tt used to be the
Toute of the old coach road and one of
tho reasons why the road was aban-
doned long ago, and not restored until
the railway engineors reconstricted it
was the difficulty of maintaining it ow-
ing to frequent flooding.

Danger Recognised

TTHAT railway engincers, in locating
the course of the Fast Coast line
at this point, recognised the danger of
floods, is evident from the fact that
the railway line, instead of traversing
tho valley floor, is built high above it.
At sea level at Waikokopu, the line
crosses an arm of the harbour there
on an embhankment, then swings north
into the Kopuawhara Valley and tra-
vorses the hillsides along the castern
comedgo’of ‘the valley, climbing steadily
Il the timo,

The Kopuawhara valley lent itsell
admirably to the purposes of those who
plotted out the route, in that it affords
a gradual approach to the largest tun-
nel on the whole line, the Tikiwhata

had to push a line through. The val-
leys are deep and wild, the hills im-
pressively high and steep, and the tun-
nels very long. The danger of washouts
and landslides had to be recognised,
and special precautions taken along
practically every yard of the route. For
this reason, where ordinary fillings are
picreed by culverts, there water-drives
throngh solid rock are  substituted.
Some of them are 80 or 100 yards long,
built like railway tunnels, and heavily
concreted, with tremendous concrete ap-
proaches to guide the water into the
tumnels and away from the vulnerable
base of the fillings.

Famous “ Battle”

ion of the
iroa and

(QVER this particular se

Coast line, between W
CGisborne, was fought the famous
“battle of the routes’ The inland
route by way of . which would
versed easier country, was re-
ur of the coast route,
the latter took the line
“lrnmvh Waikokopu, a tiny port which
has a big wharf and very little else.
Comparatively few ships go there, and
with the development of Napier’s deep-
water harbour, there will probably be
fewer still,

In the old coaching days the main
road to Gishorne followed the shores of
Hawke's Bay from Wairoa along
through Nuhaka to Waikokopu, then
went up the Kopuawhara and climbed
crazily among the hills until it rejoined
the present line of road on the summit
of the well-known Wharerata Hill. To-
day, of course, the main road turns
north at Nuhaka, passes the Morere hot
and climbs first the Morere
Hill, : then Wharerata.
Even to-day it is & rond of countless
curves and corners which has reduced
many a service-car passenger to the ab-
ject misery of car-sickness. In the old

‘The Kopuawhara Stream after the torrent had subside
Confined to a narrow gorge the stream scoured out £

banks on either side, washing away a large section
the roadway on the right.

follow the “‘coach road" if I wanted to
see the railway workings properly. From
the coach road subsidiary roads go
ing and spiralling and diving
among the spurs dnd gullies to give
access to various camps and supply
points, established in connection with
the big tunnels and the intermediate
formation work. The heaviest of this
formation occurs at the top end of the
Kopuawhara, between tragic No. 4
camp and the southern portal of the
Tikiwhata tunnel, and in the Tikiwhata
valley, where the railway line next sees
daglight.

A Mountain Gorge

VVE had been down in the deep

Wharekakaho valley, whero the
Whaikoura tunnel is being pierced, and
had peered over the cliff at the main
Tikiwhata camp, looking down on the
constal slopes where the line is to
emergo from the coast tunnel, 500 feet
above the sea. Then we went back on
to the old coach road, heading for the
Kopuawhara, and held our breath more
than once in passing trucks on that

Clearing debris from a battered motor-car which was caught in the torrent.

tunnel, two miles loniz. The highest
point on the line, 600 feet above sea
level, is reached in the middle of the
Tikiwhata tunnel, which is barely ten
miles from Waikokopu. Practically all
~his climbing is dome in the Kopua-
whara valley.

. The stricken camp, No. 4, was located
st beyond the last of tho arable flats
and was completely hemmed in by
hills, Tts situation on a grassy shelf
batween the hillside and the stream
mado it the prettiest camp on the whole
Hae. The railway. ne erocend tn the

days it was worse, but it could mever
lold a candle, in this respect, to the
old coach road up the Kopuawhara
valley.

The road up the Kopnawhara was
virtually abandoned after the other
was adopted as the main highway, and
until 18 months ago was pretty well
impassable. Then the railway engineers
turned their attention to it, because it
shortened the distance between Bart-
lett's and the Kopuawhara by about 20
i, They widened it and metalled it,
and Publin Warla v

narrow road where thers was but an
inch or two between our wheel tracks
and disaster,

The upper end of the Kopiawhara is
S0 narrow, and its sides are so precipi-
tous, that the valley is indistinguish-
able until the descent into it is actu-
ally begun. It is closed in by a water-
shed of a height and steepness which
gives it all the characteristics of a
mountain gorge.

Down in the valley, after threo or
four m.lve of zmmng 1nd turning, we

Escape from War Camp

Visiting, Priest’s Experience in France
Specially Written for THE WEEKLY NEWS

ARING and fortitude marked
an adventure of an officer of
the German Imperial Guards

Regiment, who planned an escape
from a British prison camp shortly

after the termination of the Great
War, only to be recaptured when
within reach of absolute freedom.

Now a Catholic missionary in Tiji,
this former prisoner of war, the
Reve Father Bernard Wobken, is
now visiting Auckland for the New
Zealand Catholic centennial cele-
brations.

Father Wobken, as a comparative
vouth participated in the famous en-
magements at Passchendacle and Ypres
against  Aust n  troops. 1t was
during the H'lHI(v of Langemarck, on

July 31, 1917, that he was taken
prisoner by Canadian trooy
One of the major British prison

camps at Boulogne was destined to be
the “home” of this soldier for 26
months, his particular occupation being
hat of foreman of the circular-saw

bench, where timber was prepared for
coffins supplied to the hospital at
fter the Armistice he re-

against further enforced con-
finement

wore told that since Germany
could pay none of her war debts, we
would be held prisoners for several

to work and assist in rebuilding
said I'.'\llu‘r Wobken, in re-
lating his story. “My only thought was
to escape. I did so with the assistance
of my feliow-prisoners, to whom 1 shall

s be indebted.” *

For two long months, preparations
were made. In a corner of the work-
shed in which the prisoners were en-
gaged all day, a slab of the wooden
foor wis hited. Little by fittle n hola
large enough to receive the escapea was
dug out, the spoil being secretly dis-
posed of. Food, too, had to he put
aside by each prisoner as the time
neared for the escape.

' day arrived, and the full
scheme was put into train. Father
Wobken hid 'lIHN(‘” in the hole under
the shed, wi countrymen re-
placed the flooring, piled old iron in
the corner, scattered dust about, and
sprinkled the entire shed with kerosen
to thwart the possibility of dogs being
set loose to locate the escaped prisoner.

For 36 hours Father Wobken lay in
hiding. Many of thoso hours were
spent in utter misery and almost over-
po\wring cxcitement. The camp was

. “I heard British officers fossick-
mg '\mnna the pile of iron in the shed
above me and two of them actua sat
on a form right over my head for what
scemed to me to be an age,” said
Father Wobken. “I was afraid to
breathe, lest T should make my where-
abouts known.”

In the dead of the next night, the
prisoner_stole from hiding place.
The guards had been withdrawn from
their posts _surrounding the camp.
With the aid of a pair of scissors, he
cut his way through the outer barbed
wire fence.

During the day he lay concenled in
small forests or scrub-covered country
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was ..m-nu;_, as there was a price
£500 on his head at this stage. 1t co
oo ab & amal patch of heans, abo
three feet to four feet high. And }
day was made donbly agonising by t!
undesired _attentions of inquisitis
fowls, which he was afraid would le:
to his discovery.
ht after night he |||Jnvm] o
his bearings from the Iol
Star. As a youth Le had studied a litt
astronomy.”  Sometimes  he  wou
happen across other prison eamps, b
would give them a wide berth as soo
hts. But it was t}
~of lights in_a Chinese workin
a directly in his path that le
to his heing recaptured on the nint
night—only one night from liberty.
The camp was served by a
lightin
Uik, ey, was st my misfortune,
the " narr: ‘At thre
o'clock in the morning 1 walked righ
into the arms of an_ armed sentry
Soon 1 surrounded by guard
vinting fixed vonets at me. M
story Wik Y was n “Belgian on my wa
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to the coast in search of work was dis
believed. My identity was soon estab
lished.’

fad an additional night's freedom
been granted the prisoner, he could have

swum the treacherous River Schelde
into Holland’s neutra]l territory, Once
there he could have discarded his

prison clothes, which he had cut and
patched to remove the prison brands
and his fears for safety would have
been over,

Another 15 days ended  Tather
Wobken's prison life. 1t was a_year te
the day since the war had ended,
he was granted his_ freedom. Ho re
turned to Mappen, in the province o
Hanover, which was his birthplace. Ir
the succeeding years he studicd for the
priesthood, and after being_ordaine
in 1932 volunteered for mission work
and was appointed to Fiji, whero he
has been ever since,

Tefore going to his appointment ir
Fiii, where he has been in charse ol




AUCKLAND, NEW ZEALAND, FEBRUARY 23, 1938

TORRENT OVERWHELMS RAILWAY CAMP: HEAVY LOSS OF LIFE IN NORTH ISLAND ' COAST FLOOD

icso wo pictures lell the tragic story of the disaster which overtook the No. 4 railway construction camp at Kopuawhara, about 35
workers' homws before the coming of the raging wall of waler which overwhelmed them OWER: A view of the same place ufter the tor
mped its banks and poured over the dooued cump, 1 struggled for their lives iu the durkuess as their bomes were swepl away

aturday morni PPER block of 17
slrean wollen by fierce fluod waters,



o s PR R
" ith lower left picture,
r the right of the stream which engulfed the men’s homes. ~ Compare W
Scene of traglo desolation after the disaster: a general view of the No. 4 rallway construction camp at Kopuawhara taken carly on Sunday morning. Debris and ¢ where formerly the camp for single men was located, on the righ

"y
L‘s‘ i

In tragio contrast with the picture above Is this view of the camp and surroundings before the flood. The Ili-fated singlo

Survivors of the trage Miis. Camaron; - Joan Gamerol A at remained of the stricken camp: a closer view of wreckage of some of the buildings after the flood had passed.
i I gedy. From left: Mr. Harold Cameron, jun. " , Joan Ca " Il th maine h icken b ildin
men’s section of the camp is on the right of the Kopuawhara Stream.

and Mr. H. McCorquodale. Harold Cameron, dragging a heavily-built man to safety.
TWENTY-ONE PEOPLE  PERISHED WHEN RAGING FLOOD WATERS SWEPT AWAY RAILWAY WORKERS' HOMES IN THE DARKNI OF FARIV 1 ORNING: GRAPHIC PICTURES FROM THE

R WHICH OV 00K THE KOPUAWHARA CONSTRUCTION CAMP




