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Introduction.

One of the most widely adopted of the various
approaches to historieal geography is the reconstruction
of past geographies at various periods in time. Some
geographers believe that glstudy of changing landscapes is
more satisfying. . In this thesis an attempt has been made
to combine these two'differént methods of approach to hist-
orical geography, in a region of Hawke's Bay. The emphasis
has beén laid on areal deascription éf‘the landscape at three
different dates, 1840, 1856 and 18¢90. The descriptions do
not refer exactly to these three dates, for some of the source
material preceﬁes or follows after thege dates, hence the
titles 'Havke's Bay about 1840', or '1856'. As far as possible
daté relating to these three dates has been used. In the
three intervening chapters, stress has been laid on factors
and events such as changes in land tenure and sheep breeding,
political changes and other phenohena that have caused changes in
the léndscape. distribution of population, communications and size
and distribution of farms. Though no attempt has been made to
continue these period studies beyond 1914, conclusions have
tried to be drawn relating to the human'Occupance of the land
at these three different periods. |

For source material and data generally, the main'

problems encountered were the lack of survey maps during the
Provincial Government period and statistice of pastoral pro-~
duction in the late 1850's to the mid 1870's. Much reliance i
hags been placed on newspaper reports and correapoﬂdence, as

much of Hawke's Bay has been neglected 1n‘historica1 literature,
pbssibly'because of a lack of early survey records, maps &and

official correspondence.
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It should be added that this thesis is not intend-
ed tc be a comprehensive summary of the growth of farming
or of land development of this region. ~ More material will
need to be uncoversd beforg this is possible. The growth
of the region has been unplanned, gradual and evolutionary
rather than revolutionary: There were no sudden goild ruaﬁes;
prolonged native sirife or qulick emergence of a distinctive

'regional consciousness' that has characterised the growth

of other regions of New Zealand.




ADDENDA .

"ahuriri® was the term commonly used by
tradens,.whalers and settlers before 1858. When the
Wairarape and Hawke's Bay electoral districts were
divided in 1856, the northern district of 'Hawke's
Bay' was called'Ahuriri'. When the Province was
proclaimed in 1858, the title of 'Hawke's Bay' was
retained and the name ‘'Ahuriri' was used for the
port.

The title 'Heretaungs Plains' came to
displace 'ahuriri plains' by 1870, thoﬁgh the two

terms were, until then, used interchangeably.




CHAPTER 1.

Hawke's Bay about 41840 - The Pre-European.landscape

and oc¢cupance.

The setting. .

Hawke's Bay, located on the middle east coast
of the North Island}’presented a varied, complex and
rather‘unpromising environment to both Maori and European.
Flanked to the west by rugged, often precipitous mountain
ranges, the easler, rolling foothille gave way to the tidal
bound‘alluvial Ahuriri plains. To the east lay a dissect-
ed, gently folded series of hills with two limestone prom=-
ontories atrTe Mata (1320 feet) and Kahuranski (2117 feet).
On the northern edge of the plains, the western foothills
gave way to a more rugged, steeper and complex group of
hills and valleys that reached the coastline in a number
of rocky, boulder strewn cliffs. Smallqr alluvial valleys
lay interspersed with these cliffs, formégafrom swift flowing
degrading rivers.

The triangular shaped plains lay enclosed by these
two uplifted and unstable blocks; the western ranges and
foothills and the coastal hills. Infilling of this graben
like depression into an alluvial plain was due to the
action of the three major rivers, the Tutaekuri, Ngaruroro
and Tukl Tuki. Bringing deposits of coarse pumice down
from barren wastes of the TaubOeRotorua plains, the Tutae-
kuri entered the depression near Waiohiki and followed a
8luggish plains course before emptying into the marine-
filled Inner Harbour (Te Whanganui-a-Orotu). The Rgaru-
roro river also carried deposits of pumice and ash from the
fringes of the Taupo plains through the precipitous gullies
and ravines of the Ruashine and Kaweka ranges eastwards to

o ere
the plains, whiek it entered at Fernhill. Skirting the




éhingle deposits of the Tukituki river near TQ Mata, it
also followed a more devious plains course before being
joined by the Waitio stream near Pakowhai.1 | Thg Tuki-
tuki river in the early stages of 1is course formed large
lake-~1like areas near Waipukurauy and Wailpawe before lime-
stoneézfitween Patangata and Te Mata wafe fractu?ed. 80
enabling the river to take a northern course. No pumice

_ deposits from the ash showers were carried by the river

of 1ts tributaries. Skirting the cuesta-like Havelock
Hills to the west the river had a short, direct plainé
course before entering the bay at the south end of the
flats.?i In summer these rivers were slow flowing and
silty: the heavy southerly-driven surf, together with the
prevailing on-shore current, built up shingle ridges that
caused the river mouths to cﬁange or become blocked. This
phenomenon often occurred after a long summer drought or

a severe easterly driven gale. In consequence of.this
unceasi#g struggle.between gudden floods from the mountains
and the powerful swell of the ocean, the Tutaekuri and |
Ngaruroro rivers terminated in a large swampy lagoon behind
the shingle ridge. The plains course gf the Ngaruroro river
has altéred geveral times and the overflow from the river
near Fernhill joined the overflow of the Tutaekuri near
Redcliffs during heavy floods and over half of the plains
became a sea-like area. Prior to the building up of this
area by the three rivers, ihe sea level rose after the
Great Ice Age covered the coastal hills and plains as far
west as:haraekahaho and Tunanui. Small bays were etched
out and an island formed at Roys Hill. S5c¢inde Island
became a limestone promontory separated éntirely from the

3

mainland. The deposition of the shingle and pumice by

1 H. Hill: 'Artesian-Water Basins of
Heretaunga Plains.!' Transactions, Vol.
37, 190L. p.531

2 H. Hil11: Op. Cit. p.L432

3 H. Hill: Op. Cit. p. 435
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throughout the spring and summer seasons. The rolling
foothills west of the Ruahine and Kaweka ranges are
particularly affected by these gale force winds and the
widespread distribution of the pumice and ash ghower deposits
was alded by these winds.6 Rain bearing winds that blow
from the east and south are.accentuated by the high elevationa
- of the eountry near the:coast nprth of Napier and south east
of Hastings. ﬁastings receives an annual average rainfall
of 32%—1nches whereas the Maraetotara valley, near
Waimaramara, sometimes receives 70-inches. Northlpf Napier
the nills become steep and rugged, favouring .an even higher
reinfall. Situated between these two apeas having an extreme
ralnfalﬁ, the plains experience rather unrelisble rainfall
throughout the year. -Though dry conditions aesociated with
the foehn-like nor. ‘westéers prevail, heavy and erratip_
thundenstorms are likely. Prequent rather than. heavy winter
rains”ﬁrevail. and occasional heavy frosts and dews accompany
this winter rain. The influence of the sea upon diurnal

and seasenal temperatureg %:Sreases inland; Napier has &
winter temperature of 50 ?;ahrenheit, a summer maximum of
67.3 degrees Fahrenhelt. The range of temperature for
Hastings is 20 degrees with a summer maximum of 65.4 degrees.
At any time between November and March the barometer may

goar to over 90 degrees at Hastings which 18 affected less
than Napier by the tempering sea breezes and s0 lowering

the prelative humidity of the atmosphere. Associated with
this unreliable rainfall and high annual temperatures, is

the high_number of frost-free days with Napier experiencing,
on &an average, 2,400 hours of sunshine and Hastings only

7

g90.41 days of ground frost. Therefore this sheltered sea-

6 5. Hill, Loc. Cit., peLlO.

7 statistics from 'Land Utilisation
Report of the Heretaunga Piains.'
HTSTITR. Boll., No. 70, 1939, p-15.
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bound regidn_experiences a climate that was conducive to a

sedentary pattern of farming which the Maori tribes brought
from their island homeland. '

B. Natural Vegetation.

As there are few detalled records availeble, it is
not easy to describe the vegetation cover of Hawke's Bay
about 18&0 Moreover, the Moa-hunter period of Maori culture
cannot be separated with certainty from that of their usurpere.
However, climate and vegetation seem to be the chief factors

governing the distribution of the pre-European vegetation

cover.

1. Western ranges and footpille.
| Along the lower slopes of the Ruahine range
(to 3000 feet) and on the higher pumice lands of the Kaweka
mountains, Podocarp forests was the dominant cover. Rimu

(Dacrydium cupressinum) on the heavy soils, and Matal

{Podocarp epicatus)‘on moderately drained slopes were the.

main apécies. and totgra gsaociations were found only in the

drier areas. \
Above 3200 feet Nothofagus forest appeared as the

dominant foreat agsociation in these western ranges.

Mountain beech (N. cliffortioides) flourished on the higher;

expo%fd faces, while silver beech (N. fusca) were dominant
own
lower,the slopes. On the same southern faces of the north-

west pumice plateaux, areas of snow tussock (Festuca Novae-

Zealandine), snow grass (Danthonia flawscens) and mountain

flax tendered to replace the formerly forested slopes where

fog and the north limits of the timber line tends to Berub
inétead of timber. The Maori did not attempt to settle on.

the higher, beech forested lands. Such land was the habitat \
of the native kiwi and kiore, and as the Maori was a |
conservationist with his farming techniquea{ explanations

other than mere bush burn have been advanced for the numerous

patches of bracken fern and tusgock found along the northern

margins of these ranges.8 Silver beech (N. ¢Menzlessi) was

8
See Appendix A.
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Snow tussock and low grassy
plant cover in the headwaters
of the Ngarurorc river.
Altitude 4,500 feet.

Photos -
Ped. Grant.

¥ountain beech with snow

grass in the near foreground,

illustrating the reversion

of forest cover to montane

grass and low scrub, result-

ing from burning and

- depletion of cover by

' rabbits. Area, west of
Wakarara ranges; altituode
4,200 feet.

e ™

Stunted gnarled cover on
the erest of the wind swept
southern Ruahine ranges.
Hontane grasbirblcﬂria
nunf larifolia and othepr
wind resistant species.
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2.

absent due to heavy fogs and heavy rainfall, the gpecies
not being shade tolerant. On the Ruahines, the timberline
between forest and tussock 1is very_marked at approximately
4,200 feet. Further north, mountain beech was replaced by
red beech on the drier, pumice blown soils,9 and the trans-

ition between the timber and serub was much less marked.

Coastal hills.

When the first white settlers came, most of the
hill ¢country eagt of the podocarp forest appears to have
been covered with a mixture of bracken fern, manuka and

dantnonia. with white pine (Podocarp kahikatea) gwemp forest

in gullies and clumps of cabbage trees on theé seaward-facing
slopes. Tne absence of dense stands of podocarp forest is
striking; & contrast to the wes;ern and southern hills. It
is pot known what was the earlier cover replaced by bracken
fern, manuka and danthgnia in the 1840's, but it is unlikely
that it was tall podocarp forest. The cover may have been
broadbay forest, now confined to more fertile soils with a
higher rainfall, (e.g. at Te Aute, Raukawa, Poukawa). On
the limestone ridges especlally, danthgnia grass and

migrolaena stipbidfes (rice grass) seems t0 have been most

conspicuous.

3. Heretaunga Plains.

Lying between the westéern hills and the coastal
nills lay the Heretaunga Plains, covering 9%,3%20 acres, the
only extensive region of flat lznd in the district. The
plains, built of river sediments and to some extent by marine
deposits when the sea level rose in Pleistocene times,
revealed a variety of swamp vegetation. The Pre-European
vegetation then, was very largely swamp.  Raupo (Typha

augustifolia) was most widespread on silt swamps, rising in

9 SSHG— [ ¥\ ratalicnd

N. Zotgv: 'same cendifions hetween
egetation and cJlimate in N.Z.'

N.Z., Jour. Sci. and Tech. oJ8n.1938,

pp. L74-4L87.
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Mountain beech cover in the central
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! Remnants of dense pockets
south of Cape Kidnappers.

S8olitary casbbage trees character-
€ much of the coastal country.
'ampy cutting grass and danthonia
with Yorkshire fog and ryegrass
form much of the sheep pasture.
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Colenso noted that this 'view from the top on the Eastern and Northern sides was VETY extensive,
extending from Cape Kidnappers to Table Cape, and thence to Mt. Tongariro (not in this picture).
——— The whole of Hawke's Bay with all its interior plains appeared like an immense panorama =-—-
but much too distant, low and flat and too dull in its colours —-~ of musty fern and dingy Raupo,
and pale cutting grasses and dried withered plains with a lead coloured, misty-looking sea in the
distance - to present anything of a pleasing appearance. '
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Native settlements.

The whole of the east coasst of the North Island
was, from the time of the great migration in 1350 onwards,
a favoured area for Maori settlement. The warm, egusble
climate, forested foothills and swampy., gr%ssy.ﬂglluvial
plains were ideally suited to the Maorfﬁwa;igéligféo His
mode of living was, of course, primarily subsistence, though
intensive and specialised. For he was & skilled hunter and
fisherman, with a varieig giﬁiziivig%gkyation techniques
that were best sulted to aﬂcoastal, warm climatq with a
relatively gentle surface configoration, varied_aoils, dense
stands of forest and an abundance of native fauna. Such a
region was distinguished first by Cumberland in 1949, and
iater by G.R. lewthwaite in 1950, and was so-named the
'Iwitini' region. The cultivation of subtropical food crops
(the characteristic food being 'kumera') alone provided a
ma jor part of the Maori's food needs. Ample rainfall and
sunshine and a relatively low incidencé of ground frosts
created ideal conditions for this starchy plant. Foods that
were gathered were chiefly the edible fern root’aﬁﬁ wild
berries and tuberous plants growing along the fringes of
mixed bush. It is doubtful whether taro or yams were culti-
vated in deep pits to any extent, due to the light frosts,
though occasional harvests were possible. Apparently the
Maori preferred to toil in light bush or scrub where he could
pluck up the fern and shrubs and feed the rubbish into the
fires, so incressing the burn necessary before tilling the
goil, Best believes that the lack of good wood-cutting
tools forced them to rely principally on fire in the clearing
of the langd. It is unlikely that the Maori sought system-
aticelly to clear virgin beech forests, a source of the kiwi
and of wood for fuel and canoe building.

This pattern of settlement commenced over eight

hundred years ago when the great Ngati-Kahungunu tribe under
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| v
Tupurupuruy (fourteenth in his line from Tail  who settledin
New Zealand in 900 A.D.) migrated southwards from East Cape

in two main par%ieé.12 They settled on the swamps and lake

edges, river outlets and forest margins, on the undulating
plateaux and low-lying plains of Hawke's Bay. Villagee grew
along river valleys and sea shores, on coasfal swamps and
fresh water lakes, where shell fish, crayfiah, flounder

and eels and othef‘aea and fresh water foods abounded. In
the numerous rocky inleté.and'sandy bays along the coast |
bétween Mahila ana Waimaraméra, Moari pa siteé-overlooking the
868 were numerous. Inland, the eel, pukeko, native rats '
(in the podoecarp forest) and duck were plentiful in the slow
flowing, tidal bound Ngarurcro and Tutaekuri rivefs and in
the coastal marshes. Here, as along the coast, near each
tribal viliage a fortified 'pa' was erected on rising ground
that was easily defensible where the tribesmen and thelr
families could hastily retire to shelter. Supplies of

wood and water nearly made many 'pas' self-sufficient during

frequent tribal wars.

Iypes of settlement.

On the hill country around Mahia and Cape Kidnappers,.
the Macril population was most numerous when Cook first appear-
ed in 1769. Many villages and pa sites were scattiered along
the Tukituki river and Maraetotara stream (Figure ¥ ).
Incursions of the Walkato-~Ngapuhi tribes, who discovered that
over-populafion on the tussock-covered Taupo plains could be
overcome by musket warfare, forced many Ngati-Kahungunu
tribesmen to sbandon the hilis and plains in favour of the
defensive site at Nﬁkutaurua. on Mahia. By 1840, however,
many of the old sites had been re-occupied, some only a few

years before Colenso arrived four years later. Indeed, raids

12 . Best: 'Land of Tara' Part I .
Jour. of Poly. Socy. Vol. 27.. 1918,
pp. 1-25 | ‘




MAOR! PA SITES

r— Occupied

\ 3] obandoned

---maori tracks

Figure vi




Photo -
Aerial Mapping Coy.

Early Maori earthwork
hills and shallow valley
Hills.

§ on gently sloping
s 1n the Havelock




and pitched battles occupied nearly as much time as the
settléd routine of cultivating the soll. Firing of bus@
wes 8 means of waging war, and gradoually atands of kahikutea
and matai were reduced. This 1s partly why Te Hapuku (a
leading rangatira of the Ngati-Kahungunu tribe) was anxious
to sell land to the pakeha. With little wild game left

due to the depredations of the bush rat, and little valuable
timber left, he thought that much of the useful value of his
land had gone.

In contrast to the coast, the Heretaunga plaln was
really not occupied by the natives. Their settlements were
mostly along the beach, as appears to have been the case
when Captain Cook first visited the bay in 1769. There were
settlements at the mouths of the Maraetotara stream, Tukltuki
and Tutackuril rivers and in certain small coves around the
inner harbour. Scinde Island was used as a place of refuge
against warring trives from Waikato; it was not permanently
settled. At high tide, canoes and émall boats could be
taken through the Waitangl Creek, but at low water the Creek,
half a mile from thé sea, could be.traversed easily. Cn
the southern side of the Waltangi was a small triangular plece
of ground reserved by the various native 'hépus' (villages)
as a common preserve for wild pigs. This spot, being & kind
of '"No Man's Land' among the natives, was allotted to Colenso
as 8 silte for his misslon station, so that his services might
;:ﬁ:vailable to all.

On the northern side of the Waitangi Creek near
its mouth and extending northwards, stood & large and important
native village known as Te Awapuni, (see Figure SE), which
meant literally ‘a river mouth is closed’'. Nearer atill to
Naéier stood a large native church, and sdjoining it (coVering
an area now known as the "washout") was a native burial ground.
Other villages were at Whakatu and Pakowhai on the banks of

the sluggish Ngaruroro river. Communication between these
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villages was, at high tide, by canoe, bounded mostly by a
swampy, trackless sedge and closed flood channel. It was
possible even to canoe from Petane across the inner harbour
to Awatoto channel. From here‘the Awarapuruho Creék led
into the Waitangl Creek, which in turn fed into the Ngarororo
river near its mouth. This river, in turn, had a common
outlet with the Tuki Tukl river and so led a direct.route
south to Patangata and Te Waipukurau.

The western foothillsand Ruahine-Vlakarara ranges
were very thiniy settled. The dense mixed forest cover,
massy undergrowth with ferns and twining runner‘plants,
covered the slopes of the steep gorges and ridges. Swift,
boulder~strewn streams made_canoeing dangerous and very few
Maoris attempted to cross the Ruahines to reach the Moka;
Patea and Taupo. Océasionél forays were made for trapping
pigeons and rats to supplement food needs, or for pursuing
defeated tribal remnants. - During the early Ninteenth Century
much Maori fighting was marked by bush fires, that were often
indiscriminantly 1lit. Overpopulation =nd ocutside invasions
caueed most of this fighting as the Maoris sought to win new
lands for their incressing numbers. It seems that § routes
between Napier and Taupo, and between Napler and the inland
Rangitikei region, ﬁgzeopened by defeated tribesmen who

settled on hitherto unexplored land.

Conclusion.

Below 1500 feet, where silver tussock (poa

caespitosa) was more prominent than podocarp forest, the

Maori concentrated his burning activities for growing 'kumera’.
It is surmised though, that the Maori was responsible for

this replacement of silver tussock and forest by the bracken
fern present when the European settlement commenced. In
gemeral terms, though, it may be truly stated that the Pre-

European WMaori modified 1little therexisting vegetation cover.13

13 For a more detailed survey, see
Appendix 1.
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Maori pa remains on breezy
hilltops and sheltered, swampy
flats. Part of the Waimarama
beach in left background.




Despite these 'firing-out' practices, whether

caused by warfare, necessity for hore food or carelessness,
‘the traditional Maori was a conservationist. His fishing
and bird snaring skills were highly developed, and the
clearance of tussock and bush for food crops was carefully
calculated pather than haphaéardly decided. Though actual
numbers varied greatly from time to time, the Maori population
in this region was; in 1840, ppobabiy about 800, The
distribution aloﬁg the rivers, lakes and beaches does not
indicate that he was restricted to these areas alone.

Wifhin a few years, not oqu his way of living but his choice
of land fﬁr settlement, also, were to be changed by the

pakeha.
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Origins of European settlement. Pt. I

CHAPTER II. Wnalers, Traders, Missionaries.

The first Buropean glimpses of this region of
Hawke's Bay, as recorded by Captain Cook in 1769,1 and
the Frenchman, Captain D'Urville in 1827,1 show the presence
of tall clumps of trees, some 'flat basins of calm water'
gituated near 'an island of some extent,' and of numerous
Maori tribes among the coastal hills. Tall columns of
smoke greeted the explorers, and, for Cook, his visit was
memorab le. The natives at Pourereré were presented with
wild pigs, wheat and potato seeds. The presence of tribes
suggests that the invasions by the Waikato Ngapuhi were not
completed yet.

The same picture in 4840 would have ppesented
many striking difference; to both explorers. ~ After 1800,
European whaling and tra&ing contacts penetrated scuthwards
from the Bay of Islands along the east coast. Traders from
Sydney sought spars and flax for their own and Indian fleets.
The Ahuriri hinterland, however, never had any timber suit-
able or flax within reasonable distance of a port. . More-
over, until 1834, there was much bloodshed and strife among
the Maoris that culminated in the mass migration of the
local natives to the Mahia peninsula in the face of the
Walkato muskets. This turmoil was not favourable for
promoting trade with adventuresome Europeans. Thouéb the
coastline was chartered by echooners in 1824 and 1837, the
first trader seeme to have been W.B. Rhodes who, working
for the Sydney firm of Cooper and Holt, operated a small
post at Clifton and another at Wairoa, before 1840. So
the Maoris became familiar with both ships and Europeans

at a very early date, as brigs, trading schooners and

1 Transactions, Vol.L41, 41908, p.131
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gsloops appeared in growing numbers, travelling mostly
between the Bay of Islands and Port Nicholson.

By 1829, Pelagic whaling had been replaced by
shore-based whaling.2 This change had immediate results.
With the sperm whale visiting secluded bays for calving,
the first shore-based whaler settled on the mouth of the
Wairoa river at Waikokopu in 1837. Later he moved to
Cape Kidnappers and founded another station there. An
American, W. Perry, managed Waikokopu, while a Bay of -
Islands whaler founded a station on Mahia Peninsula, where
the Maori population was densest. Small stations grew up
at Te Awanga and at Clifton, and finally, a passage through
the shingle bar to the Inner Harbour of Scinde Island was
navigated and the famous "Iron Pot" was laid. The shelter-
ed location of the bay between the two limestone promon-
tories at Mahia and Cape Kidnappers attracted t&e whalers
to settle along the sandy beaches and near river mouths.
The calm water brought the whales close inshore among the

shoals and favoured easy killing fairly close to land.

‘ Returns@ifgf_ﬂ_ﬁgiiifof £200 to £300,) alone made
whaling very profitable. The whalers were attracted first
by the prospects of trading with a lérge native population
during the off-season, and later, of the wsalth to bé
gained from the fisheries. Thus a whaler became a trader
end (to a lesser extent) the trader a whaler.® To the
Maoris, the leabehold of land for a station was highly
desirable. Not only was the whaler's occupation both
exciting and rewarding; with the rent he couvld now purchase

muskets, clothing and new foods. Bishop Selwyn noted

2 K.B. Cumberland: "A land despoiled ~ N.Z.
abogt 1838." N.Z. Geographer, April 1950,
P:15.

3 H.B. Herald, 6 June 1868.
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that 'the white settlers --- would have had a harder
time if the Maori had not wanted to exchange his lands
and labour for the tobacco, clothing and firearms the
whaler had taught him to value."

A description drawn of one of these stations
shows a group of low buildings huddled under the head-
land for shelter from the southerlies; a cluster of small
boats on the sandy beach and a iookout hut on the headland.
The buildings were erected from the Maori style with
wooden frames and raupo thatched walls and roofs. The
largest hut in the group was the messroom and bunkhouse, N
well buillt with timber and thatch. Cne side of this large
room was fitted with a chimney and the other with bunks,;
.1n the centre stood a rough table and long benches. From
the rafters hung coils of rope, oars, sails, harpoons and
a smoky oil lamp; against the other wall on their pégs were
muskets and pistols, and up the chimney, suspended in the
smoke, hams, fish and bacon. Around the fire lay dogs,
half-caste children and relatives of the whalers' wives.
The other bulldings housed stores, o0ll and boat gear.u

The whaler's working season was for six winter
months, a life that was both strenuous and dangerous.
Whales were frequently caught forty to fifty miles from
the station and the quarter-ton trypots deapatchéd to the
shore where the whale was beached, On most occaslons the
whale was towed back to the parent statiocn. Alongslde
the huge carcase were the iron trypots in which the blubber
was boi led. A thick, oily smoke issued from these pots.

Scattered untidily along the beach lay piles of oil barrels

“ J.H. cork, "Whaling in H.B." (1949)
(H.B. Museum.) .
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and rope gear, and the remains of whales; skulls (which
were sold separstely), vertebrae, rotting fins and
shoulder blades. Overhead, screaming sea guiia fought
for scraps.

The effect such a living had on the Maoris was
equally striking. During the peak season at Wairoa,
(18L4-L5) fifty boats were operating, many being manned
by natives. They shared in the excitements of the winter
season, and consumed increasing quantities of‘gﬁbg all the
year.5 By introducing the pig and the potato, Cook truly
sowed the seceds of change in the Maori's economy e By
18L0, also, greater numbers of natives from Mahia to Cape
Kldnappers were attracted to these stations. They |
cultivated potato, maize and collscted flax from the raupo
swamps for the whalers. The tribal plots of kumera were
becoming neglected, and the skilled bird snaring activities
were replaced by the easisr tasks of capturing pork. Pa
.8ites on the hill tops at Paki Paki, Petane and Tangoio
were abandoned as the desire to obtain mdskets in order to
survive 1ncreased.6 The combined effects of/exceasive
liquor consumption and a starchy diet produced miﬁyuiiﬁ}ggaﬂ
diseases, though an accurate estimate of the numberahpas
never been made.

Thus with the development of trading posts at
these centres, following the decline of whaling after 1845,
and with the coming of the first missionary from the Bay
of Islands in 1844, the landscape and the people were
experiencing great changes. The Maoris seemed to be
confused; his traditional living habits were transformed

by the pakeha who brought muskets, new clothing and foeds,

5 N.%. Journal, 20 Deck. 1845

6 K.B. Cumberland, Op. Cit. p.22
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and liquor. He encouraged them to move down from the
breezy hill fortifications to the swampy river bottoms.
Fern and manuka gradually overran the abandoned hill
settlements, while flax and raupo hecame the chief build-
ing materials for the trader and missionary. By intro-

ducing muskets and new deadly diseases, such as measles
and tubeﬁcuiosis as well as wasting ailments, the pakeha
a;zﬁﬁéﬁ psychological confusion and suspicion among the
Maoris which incoming missionaries tried to dispel.

When Colenso arrived at Waitangi, numerous natives thronged
the swamps and beaches and regarded his schooner and row
boat with interest rather than awe. The missionary
regarded them as victims of evil pakeha contacts and
sought to cure their drunkennesg and . improve their living
habits. when the Treaty of Waitangi was shown to Hapuku
by the Rev. William Williams and Major Bunbury, he refused

to sign.7

A viaiting Bay of Islands ¢hlef then explained
the meaning of the clauses that safe-guarded the selling
of Maori lands, and the preservation of his bush reserves
and fisheries.

With the signing of the Treaty of Waitangi, inter-
tribal strife disappeared and the enterprising whaler could
expand his activities with the ald of the now peaceful
Maori. Wakefield noted that in 184L, of the whaling
stations dependent on Wellington, Hawke's Bay had eleven
stations, to be followed by Kapiti‘with seven.8 |

Undoubtedly these stations were prospering? and
yet such conditions did not continue. Shore~based whaling
at the Bay of Islands had begun to decline by 1842 with the

decreasing northward migration of oow wnales,1o while the

7 Ou June 23, 1840, 'H.M.S. Herald' anchor-
ed off Scinde Island.

8 §.J. wakefield: 'Adventure in N.Z.' 1839-
18L4. p.244

9 N.Z. Gazette and Wellington Spectator,
Avgust 27, 1842

30 N.Z. Journal, December 11, 18L1.
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consumption of sperm oil in England was erratici1 "ACross
the Tasman in Australia, an expanding market appeared for
New Zealand greain as the era of the pastoral squatter
began.12 At Port Nicholson, the New Zealand Company's
main colony was experiencing difficulty in settling on

the swampy Hutt river and on the bush clad valleys enqloa-'

13 Expanaion there wéa deleyed by

ing lambton Harbour.
unfriendly lesoris. So an even closer market appeared for
grain crops, meat and dressed flax from Hawke's Bay.
Flax was worked by the Maoris for their own uvese and provided
useful occupation during the summer wher whaling operations
had ceased. Also they proved to be skilled seamen, as well
as fishermen, and théir experience in operating whaling
boats was used again when Wellington traders began to seek
timber for ship building. They sought flax 'for making
cords and ssils' as the Cook Straits settlements expanded.
It was therefore easy to transform whale fisheries into
trading posts processing timber and flax, and growing cereals
for a cramped settlement of 'sawyers, bullock_drivefs, shop~
keepers and artisans.'15
After 1849, whaling in Hawke's Bay declined rapid-
ly, though exports of sperm oil to Wellington continped until

1853.16 Small stations were eatablished at Te Awanga and

"1 R.2. Gazette and Wellington Spectator.
august 3, 18LZ.

12 rbi1d. June 8, 1842.

13 K.B. Cumberlend, 'Jimmy Grants and
Mihaneresj N.Z. about 1853, Econ. Geography,
Jan. 195L4. p.

4 N.Z. Journal, Novk. 7, 1846.

15 K.B. Cumberland, QOp. Cit. p.

16 N.Z. Journal, March 1L, 1846.
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Waimarama, some fifteen miles south of Cape Kidnappers,
but these were on a much smaller scale than the Waikokopu
station (which was expertly managed), and they operated
for a short period only.

Small scale trading between Hawke's Bay and

1 while the term

Wellington was recordéd s early as 1841,
Ahuriri, or "Houwridi" (a peculiar corruption of the spell-
ing of "Ahuriri"),18 appears in the Wellington newspapers
from 1843 ogﬁards. It would appear then that the adventur-
ous winter whaler became a small scale trader, growing.and
dressing flax, wheat and pork for Wellington, and receiving
such necesslities as provision casks, iron pots, plank and
tobacco. This trade was on not the same scale as tﬁat
carriad on between Wellington and Wenganul and Port Cooper.

Many of the schooners were handled, in some cases inexpertly,

1
by Maoris. ? The East Coast, in contrast to the sand-dune

fringed Manawatu shoreline, was rocky with sharp protruding
cliffs. Exposed to the Paoifio Qcean, currents were
treacherous and the off-shore winds were sudden and variable
which made a trip in a forty ton schooner bazar&ous. Never-
the-less, coastal trade with Auckland and Wellington was
established and has éontinued, in some degree, ever sgince.
Safe anchorages and shelter were very few, only Turangsa,
Ahuriri and cést&epoint were 80 used and shipwrecks were
very common. Runaway sailors, convicts, 'beachcombers’
and other undesirables escaped from such wrecks and settied
along the coast, gaining an evil reputation among the Maoris
as carriers of disease and vice. |
Nevertheless, despite difficulties, the rule of

'Pax Britannica' meant the end of tribal warefare, and as

17 Spectator, Sept¥.11, 1841.

18 Rhodes Papers, Napier.

19 H.B. Herald, Septr. 20, 1862.
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settlements became more stable, a demand arose for consumer
goods already mentioned. Trade in muskets gradually
déclined but the consumption of fiery liguors persisted.
More Maoris returned from the Mahia and settled along the
coagt. By 1855 whaling had nearly ceased and shiploads
of flax replaced drums of sperm oil and issues of muskets

a8 the items traded between Maori and pakehas

The Missionaries.

‘The arrival of William Colenso, an Anglican
missionary, explorer, botanist and future printer and
politician from the Bay of Islands in 184L marks the
commencement of permanent European settlement in Hawke's
Bay. Already the East Coast was gaining ah evil reputation
as a resort for disreputable convicts and beachcombers,
of deserted native villages, especially in Akitio and
northern Wairarapa.

It was natural that Colenso should have the native
interests at heart. Drunken whalers, unscrupulous traders,
convicts and 'the grasping settlers' were, to him anathema.
From his tiny mission etation at Waltangi, built sbove
swampy toe toe, rush and flax, he worked and travelled among
the Maoris with unceasing zeal. He introduced cattle (two
cows, two helfers and a bull),21 on the plains as well as
cultivating wheat and vegetables, and so attracted more
natives on to the flats. Maoris were already living on
the plains when he arrived and were most helpful in floating
white pine down the Ngaruroro, gathering totara and raupo

for his mission house. This feature of assistance by

.Maoris for new settlers was to persist throughout the century.

Colenso travelled indefatigably about his vast parish of
10,000 acres, though he preferred travelling by canoe across

the plains and up the Waitangl and Tuki Tuki rivers. In

20 4.c. Bagnall and G.C. Petersen,
'William Colenso', 1948. p.216

2
) ! A.C. Bagnall end G.C. Petersen,

Op. Cit. p.189
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particular, the lower parts of the Ahuriri plains were
extremely difficult and tiring to cross On foot.
I have travelled a good deal in New

Zealand, but I never knew of a worse

piece of low country to get through;

neither have 1 seen anywhere else

veutting-grass” of so large a slze and

growing as closely together, and form-

ing such a dense wmass, ----8moNg the
{mmenge tussocks."so

By growing new crops also, Colenso attracted
Maoris away from the whalers and the occasionaliconvict.
The disintegration of their tribal society, begun by the
early traders, was extended by Colenso. The Maoris again
preferred the river bank and seé shore where eels might be
trapped énd flounder baited with little effort. 014 pa
gites at Pakowhai and Whakatu were re-occupied. Tribal
warfare and cannibalism were denounced by the missionary,
while the individual salvation of Christianity tended to
weaken the suthority of the chiefa over their tribes.

Colengo's objection to the large runholders should
be emphasised for here on the plains the first seedg of the
'agricu1tural—versus—pastoral farming’ eonflict were to be
sown; &an 1ssu;'that also was to persist for tﬁe rest of
the century. He wholeheartedly favoured the small holder,
The skills such as winnowing and threshing wheat, using
ploughshares and damming water that he taught the Maori to
adopt made him a cash rather than a purely subsistence farmer.23
Moreover, Golensd believed that the Maorl, by growing these
new crops, could more securely retain pogsession of thelir
tribal lands which they would lose if the pastoralist
secured leases of their hill country through the Crown.
The reverse, in fact, happened; Hapuku was anxious to sell

gsome coastal land which few Maoris desired to retain as the

22 w, Colenso, 'In Memorium'. pp.3-6

23 P.W. Smallfield, 'Parming in N.Z.'-

Yubsistence Farming. N.Z. Jour. of
Agric. Deor. {9l}6. p.bhut
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natural game had been destroyed by the brown rat.

Colenso's attitude is revealed when he referred
to 'the grasping and never contented settlers' who were
illegally leasing land near Wairaraﬁa lake in 18&5.25
Flocks of Merino sheep first brought from Sydrey in 18LbL
by F.A. Weld and C. Clifford were driven north along the
coast from fort Nichnlson 1ﬁtp the Wairarapa. A resident
missionary hed not been appointed and so conflict between
Colenso and the squatters hecame insvitable. Colenso was
probably at fault in not consulting the new Wairarapa
settlers about his conception of native interests. In any
case, he privately adviseﬁ the natives 'hot to lease thelir
lands beyond twenty-one years; to retain some and use it
by grazing sheep and cattle, growing fruilt, and --- to be
kind to. the whites.“26 Such an attitude gave him a had
reputaiion among the New Zealand Company surveyoré trying
to completehigﬁﬂRimutaka track with native labour, and with
the 1ncr;;;1ngﬂrunholdars-

The proposed site for the Anglican settlement in
the Walrarapa was rejected bylthe surveyor, Thomas, as too

cramped and unsuitable.27

Colenso's conditiqna for purchas-
ing land at Ahuriri for the Government 'on behalf of the
Canterbury Association' were found to be unacceptable, mainly
because of hishatipulation thut of the land sold, 124% was

to be laid aside for native reservea.

24 gr.N. Bell: 'Roundawax sheep farm, Waipawa'
1952,

25 A.G. Bagnall and C.G. Petersen, Op.Cit. p.216
26 A.G. Bagnall and C.G. Petersen, Op.Cit. p.240
27 sir J. Hight: 'Origin and Ineeption of

the Canterbury Settlement', A.N.Z.A.A.S.
Jan. 1937. p.2

28 4.H. Malcolm: 'Aspects of Early H.B.
History', p.1411
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30 a suitable opportunity for a planned, system-

atic settlement of the region had disappeared by 1850.29
Such a strong character &s Colenso stood between the Maori
and the oncoming squatter moving northwards. ﬁis influence
and powsr in persuading the Maoris to accept his ideas of
farming and cultivation, &nd nis direct dealings with the
chiefs over land selling, helped to determine the character
of the ares. Conflicting reports by traders and surveyors
encouraged the grazier onwards. Colenso's work and |
jnfluence remained a dominant feature during the coming

years after 1850,

9 .
'Wellington Indspendent', Octs. L, 1848.
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Origins of European settlement. Pt. I1.

—————

CHAPTER III.  Origins of pioneer grazing.

g ——

A_habitat for grazing.

Despite the isolation of Hawke's Bay from other
North Island settlements, a geographic characteristic still
true to-day, early reports stress the suitability of the
country for both sheep grazing and agriculture. The reasons

for the area not being widely known in Wellington in the

1840's were the hazardous coastal trading contacts with
Ahuriri, the dense cover of the Forty-Mile Bush and the only

accessible routeway for communication being the treacherous

Manawatu gorge.

As early as 1844, W.B. Rhodes, a prominent Wellington
trader (he had operated a store at Ahuriri in 1839 and had
paid a dubious deposit to the Maoris for land between Castle=-
point and Cape Kidnappers),1,made-some accurate observations
on the possibilities of the plains and harbour.2 "The place
would answer as a seaport second to Port Nicholson." He

described most of the 200,000 acres of grassland (with mueh
fern and tutu) as being

~-all ready to put the plough into without
any preliminary expense of clearing. There
are three large groves of fine timber on the
flat sufficient for all purposes of building
and fencing. I have seen no place equal to
it in New Zealand for depasturing sheep and
cattle, and from its proximity to Port
Nicholson, it must be of great importance and
—=~= a8 great acquisition as a grazing and agri-

cultural distriet to the important settlement
of Wellington.

In contrast with thie accurate and favourable

description, is one who related in late 1851 that

I called in there (Hourede) in the schooner.
We sailed into a big swamp and landed in the
bottom of a little gully. On climbing up
an immense hill --- we saw nothing but a long
sandspit, with the Pacific Ocesn on one gide
and an everlasting swamp backed by snowy

1 Rhodes Papers, Napier

2 N.2. Gazette and Wellington
Specfafor. ApriT 2L, 1847,
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mountains on the other. T™he dry land
is all sand and fleas and the water all
salt and stinking bog water.y

e

This account was probably written during the winter

months when the three rivers were in flood and the plains

were one bog. Drovghts lowered the water table and mede the

shingle spit more pronounced, Among the first to reach
Ahuriri by land from Wellington were Thomas and Harrison.
Thomas was probably seeking land suitable for the New Zealand
Company; he was important as the surveyor of Lyttleton and
Christchurch. His description illustrates the difficulties
of the Inner Harbour and the friendly attitude of the Maoris.

The harbour --- is good for vessels of
about 100 tons; there is a gtrong tide at
all times; the land immediately around the
lagoon is swampy and would require an eme
bankment to render it available for the
formation of a township; at the mouth of
the river there are two small low sandy
islands which might answer for & few stores,
but there 1s no wood and water must be
brought from a distance; the plain of the
Houriri --- is about 60,000 to 70,000
acres --- consisting for the most part of
grass intermixed with bullrush and swamp;
the natives are anxious to sell it, as they
want white people to come and settle among
them, and doubtless it will mske a fine
l settlement and possess much of the trade
¥ of the East Coast, offering --- the only
T place of shelter against all winds from
"Port Nicholson to the Esst Cape.),

These descriptiohs'and others circulated in Wellington
among iraders and land dealers, influenced the -first pastoral-
ists and surveyors to drift north from the Wairarapa with their
flocks. The conflicting nature of these descriptions called
into question the desirability of the fléts for settlement
and it is certain that the Maori was better equipped for this
environment. Colenso noted how ‘after eighteent days of rain---

natives were passing freely ovér the flooded plains in canoes’',

whereas he 'lost large stocks of flour, sugar and rice.'5

] 3 T.L. Lambert: '01ld Wairoa', p. 364

4 N.2. Jourmal, Decs. 20, 1845

5 Bagnall and Petersen, 'Op. Cit.
PP. 220-221.,
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The native, under such circumstances, was a mofe adaptable
farmer. The first Europeans were graziers possessing
flocks of newly 1mpor£ed merino sheep. Away from the flats,
though, the terrain was peculiarly adapted to pasturage of
sheep and cattle. This 1s the basic reason why the region
initially became a land of sheep runs at the expenee of the
small farmers. The prévailing lend regulations, too, made

it easier for runs rather than agricultural land to be

acquired.

Aspects of land tenure.

With the passing of the Crown Lands Amendment
and Extension Ordinance in 1851 , which applied to most of_
New Munster and New Ulster except Canterbury, Governor Grey
tacitly sanctioned the leasing of land which had continued
in the Wairarapa valley and around Petre (Wanganui) before
and after Crown purchases. Qutside hundreds, the Commission-
er of Crown Lande iesued licenses for a fourteen year lease.
The size was fixed with a maximum carrying capacity of 25,000
sheep. The annual license fee was £5 with an additional
£1 payable per 1000 sheep above 5000, Should the Crown
decide to buy outright, the licensee could obtain a pre-
emptive right to homestead 80 acres.6 Grey's 1853 Waste
Land Regulations attempted to reassert the agthority of the
Crown over illégal squatters. Outside hundreds, agricultural
lands could be sold at 10/- an acre, while pastoral lands
could be s0ld as low as 5/« an acre, according to the class-
ification 1aid down by the Commissioner of Crown Lands. '
Such 5/- an acre land was so classified by the District
Commissioner of Crown Lands as being 'hilly, or broken
character or otherwise unsuitable for agriculture' by him.

o]
There was no restriction to the number of 640 acre blocks

6W.R. Jourdain: 'History of N.Z. Lend
laws and Settlement', 1924, p.62
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of pastoral land anyone could buy if the land came up for
auction, but runholders using the 80 acre freehold clause
could make the land unavailable at 10/- an acre and 8o
ﬁurchase at 5/- per acre;7 Grey hoped that these regula-
tions would encourage close settlement by the small farmer
taking up agricultural land. This certainly happened in
the,Wairarapa,a but no one seemed anxious to settle on the
Ahuriri plains. The fourteen year terms for depasturing
stock contained very cﬁeap rentals; %d an acre for first
four years, +d an acre for next five years and 14 an acre
for the last five years. Grey's 'cheap-land' policy
éertainly favoured fhe pastoralist in Hawke's Bay rather
than the amsll farmer. :

These aspects of land tenure were very significant
when the first cheepmen settled at Pourerere. The leasing
of Pourerere Station by C.J. Northwood and a New Zealand
Company surveyor,lH.S. Tiffen, from Hapukuv early in 1849
was, at that time, illegal. Their flock of 3,000 merino
ewes, driven around the coast from Ahiaruhe station, com-
menced the ers of extensive pastoralism in Hawke's Bay.

The journey north was long and arduous with many hazards.

The flock had to swim rivers and tidal creeks and negotiate
rocky ledges that overlooked the plunging surf before the
firm stretch of sandy beach was reached. Other men followed
- soon after, until by 1853 most of the country westward to

Te Waipukurau was being lessed from the Maoris. Enterprising
settlers soon saw how suitable this couniry was for grazing
sheep, and, taking advantage of the £5 clause and the.pre-
emptive right of 80 acres, aucceéded in acquiring large runs
incredibly easlly by such sharp practiﬁes as 'grid-ironing’
end 'dummying.’ |

2 .
W.R. Jourdain; Op. Cit., p.63.

Masterton and Greytown were founded
by small settlers.
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The illegel licensing of land prior to the 1851

Ordinance greatly disturbed the Government who realised that
the Maoris were willing to have pakeha settlers among them.
Grey could foresee friction developing between the two races,
while the early reports suggested thaf a ﬁew source of
revenue might be tapped to enable further purchases 10 be
made. Grey despatched D. McLean in 1850 (Chief Land
Commissionser) to negotiate some Crown purchases in Hawke's
Bay. After journeying up the Manawatu river, he arrived
at Te Waipukurau towards the end of 1850. Here he purchased
the Hapuku block of 279,000 acres for £.,800. At first the
natives demanded 'upwards of £41,000,' stating that they
tyepe in the habit of receiving large sums for letting small
gpots of land to whaling parties, with whom they carried on
a profitable pork and flax trade,' as well as gaining 'con-
giderable sums --- for working in the boats end --- other
employments about the fisheries.'9 When McLean pointed out
the numerous advantages of having '‘a body of Europe&n ‘
gettlers --- among them,' and so creating 'gs demand for their
labour and productions,' he stressed other beneficial results,
such as the Buppressibn of crime and tribal wars, that qould
come from European settlement. Hapuku eventually lowered
his demand to £4,800, the sum atrwhich tﬁe block was purchased.
The impact of the whaling activities and of missionary work
on the Maori's attitude to Crown purchases was of great
significance to the development of Hawke’s Bay, and of other
areas also. By the end of 1851 smaller blocks at Anuriri
and Mohaka had been purchased and the survéyqra apgedily
commenced sub-division work for

~ Before I left Ahuriri, settlers were

arriving with their flocks and herds on

the interior plains which are covered

with peculiarly fine grasses ror sheep
grazing.1o

2 A.J.H.R. 1862, C~1, p.312

10 |
AthH'RO 1862! C"‘l p'jos
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Robert Park, who was one of the surveyors (the
other was Charles de Pelichet) noticed that
--= the unpurchased land lying between
the two blocks (Rapuku and Ahuriri)
and generally known as the Aauriri
plain is =--=- covered with large swamps
but all of them drainable; the lower
part being a dead flat the drains form
canals intersecting the plain in every

direction; making an easy and cheap mode
of transport. 44 '

The foture site of Napier was included in the
Ahuriri purchase, that of Hastings was not. The opportunity
to purchase the plains while the Maoris ware so co~operative
did not appear again. The higher price of such agricultural
land, the cost of drainage, the dense Maori population there
and the ease with which-pastoral land was acquired were
factors that seemed to influenced Mclean in conducting his
negotiations.  Also, the influence of Colenso who was never
a party to any land purchases, least of all agriculturasl
land, should also be assessed. He alone was mainly
responsible for advising the Maoris not to gell, but hy 1851
even he seems to have accepted the grazier as an inevitable
stage in colonial expansion.12 McLean himself favoured the
pastoralist as was seen when he acguired the leasehold, in
1856, of tne Maraskakaho Station.'>

The Maoris were in general quite ready to abandon
their land; the futility of their tribel ware had slso
reduced the abundant native foods and had aided the decline
in the fertility of the soils. They realised the great
material ~dvantages that would acerue from a pakeha leasehold
of their lands. The impact of whaling economy as an
exploitative industry that yielded high returns within a
short season had greétly affected the attitude of the Maoris

11
Ibid. p.304

12ABagna11 and Petersen, Op. Cit. p.303

13 Mclean Papers, Napier. p.30
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towards their own subsistence economy. Colenso and o?her
missionaries had unconsciocusly assisted in‘this change of
native outlook by their introducing many new grain crops,
superior methods of cultivating and harvesting these crops
and building permanent, all—weathar houses. These new. ideas
in living and growing foocd were associated with the desire,
for its own sake, of gaining money from leasing land. McLean's
task in purchasing land was then made much eagier by his
pakeha forerunners, the whaler and trader and the missionary.
The Scottish Land Purchaser shared ideals that
were held in esteem in the Nineteenth Century. These ideals
were a sincere desire to plant a British way-of-1ife on a
‘primitive' native soclsety. _ Tie way-of-1life could be a
pastoral farming pattern, an agricultural faerming pattern,
or a trading and commercial enterprise. A tolerant,'humane
attitude towerds tohe Macris was accompanied by a contradictory
feeling that the natives were an ignorant, semi-barbarous
race of people who would derive great benefits from having
European settlers among them. The European pastoralist or
agriculturalist or trader could pyofitably employ the Maori
labourcers and so greatly improve their moral character.
Thus the interests of Maori and Buropean settler were regarded
as identical and he (McLean) fsiled to see the.'disruptive
effects that these settlers' with a complsetely éontrasting
way of life 'would have on the natives.'Tu He was at first
oblivious and later prepared to condone the immediate evils
auéh as 'g~id-ironing' and other sharp practices that resulted
from the widely held desire to gain Maori lends. The same
outlook was responsible for the low prices paid for the lands.
Mclean belleved that Government expenditure on roads, railways.
bridges, and land development would so relse the value of

land that the difference in price 'between that paid to the

1L 'Mr. Donald Mclean,
R.W.S. Fargher; sChief Land Purchase

Agent 1846-61 and Native Secretary 1856 61"’
Unpublished thesis 19L7. p.L7
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Maoris and that which ceme from their reeals by the Govern-
ment to the settlers' was justifieﬂ.15 Not all of thb Maori
tribes regarded their lands as worthless and began to query
these thinly disguised acguisitive desires for their ancestral
1land. Bome of the gwamps s%1ll had ample pukeko, duck ahé |
fish and the rivers covld still be negotieted freely, Bﬁt.
generally speaking, the Maoris guickly realised the benefits
of private leasing of lands to first whalers and then
pastoralists. The tenure was insecure and the rewards,
satisfying. Grey chose to buy land directly from the HMaoris
rather than legalise private leasing. Neither he nor McLean

fully visualised the prolonged negotiations before the three

-purchases were made nor the sudden onrdeh of settlers that

would follow and make a mockery of their high ideals, Finally,
Mclean believed that the natives should set aside their lands
and set an example to unruly tribes in the interior of the
North Island. As the Hawke's Bay tribesmen were traditional
enemies of warring kinsmen, this argument was not convincing.
Many unforeseen events were to develop before the plains and
hills were settled by the new European, the pistoralist.

1 [
 R.¥.5. Fargher, 'Op. Cit., p-46
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CHAPTER IV

Hawke's Bay in 1856: a region of extensive pastoralism.

The character of the sheep runs.

The coastal hills and the Ahuriri plains were
favoured areas for sheep grazing and agriculture. The
distribution of Maori population illustrated this salient
fact; as the pekeha drifted northwards along the coast,

: the Maoris were concentrated mainly on the central lowlands, -

known then as the Ruataniwha -~ Ahuriri plains. European

S AT, 1

penetration of Haeke's Bay was located at two limestone
promontories - Pourerere beach and Scinde Island. Settle-
ment inland from these two headlands which preceded and
followed the Crown land purchases of 1850 and 1851 was, to
a small extent, an outcome of the surface configuration of
the North Island. The lowlands 'which offered easy settlé-
ment' were 'extremely fragmented' in their distribution.’
L Along the east coast these lowland. pockets were cut off
from the sea by hilly country of varying relief which
favoured a scattered dispersal of settlement along the coast-
1line. The colonisation then followed a pattern similar to
that of Wellington, Wanganui and'Taranaki in so far as
Europeans developed the coastal lands first, which caused the
Maoris to move inland to the bush covered, rain drenched hills.

As a district,? Hawke's Bay was isolated by land
and water from both Auckland and Wellington, thus facilitat-

ing the leasing of large runs by enterprising runholders.
For the speed and ease with which these grassy hills wer;
taken up by them distinguishes their settlement from that
on the flats. By 1857, nearly all the country between the
Hapuku block and Cape Kidnappers had been taeken up in large

runs of sizes varying from 11,000 acres near Patangata to

over 50,000 acres at Mt. Heebert hear Waipukurau. Smaller

1 J.K. Cunningham: 'Maori-Pakeha Conflict' N.Z.
Geographer Vol. XII, No.2, April 1956, p.24

e Hawke' é Bay and Wairarapa were formed as
separate districts of Wellington Province
in February 1856.
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runs were also seized in the Anuriri block. The hurried,

pager manner with which the runs were acquired stands in

strange contrast to the careful negofiation which accompanied

the purchases from the llaoris. Some of the pu;chaae deeds

were so vague and 'woolly' in their legal description as to

ve almost unintelligible. Some applications were not
accompanied by description of boundaries while other descrip-
tions consisted of unknown native names relating to 'streams,

rivers and native reserves' that had been unsurveyed.3

Disputes, quarrels and counter claims over right of ownership,

definition of boundaries, right of renewal of leases were
common, and among the people featured in this immedliate
geizure of land was the chief purchaser, Donald Mclean.

At least two owners occupled runs before being purchssed by
the Government and such actiones were condoned a8 expedient.h
The Commissioner‘of'CPown 1ands had the unenviable task 9f
trying to tell what land was gurveyed, the location of elastic
boundaries and the setting aside of bush areas for native
reserves. The sheepmen had a fine eye for sheep country

and this hill country was undoubtedly the most attractive for
grazing in the whole provinca.sl Much of the country from
Pourerere to Napiler was covered with poor native grasaés.

with clumps of manuka and bracken farnlén the ridges and
gullies. Native totara, koromiko and ngalo trees were
restricted to limestone énd.clay soils. The country was
folded and slightly faulted, and dissected by numerous streans
which‘drained the land between the Tuki Tuki river and the
coast. Stock could be easily watered and the gcattered trees -
provided welcome shade during the droughts. Sudden floods
also were common and the Napier hills were liable to sudden
slips resulting from heavy autumn.downpoure.

3 A. & P. of Prov. Council of Well. 1856-7,
Segsion 1V, p. 1-12.

b The two runholders were Messrs. Chambers
and Rhodes at Te 'Mate and Kidnappers respectively.
See 'N.Z. Spectator' 24 Octr. 1856.

Jen,
5 H.B. became a separate province 1n\1858-
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The spacious, well
built woolshed on
Maraekakaho Station
a surviving landmark
from an era noted for
extensive thinly
stocked sheep runs.

39.

An original homestead
building on Maraekakaho
Station. Note the flimsy
nature of the structure
with totara built walls
and a thatched roof. The
bluegum trees in the
background may still be
seen.

A view of the Tuki Tuki
river taken during summer,
east of Havelock North.
Note the Jagged outline
of the limestone capped
Te Mata peak, the mean-
dering slow flowing river
course that permitted
navigation of shallow
draught wool laden punts.
Part of the Middle Road
may be seen in the middle
background.




On this country the timorous merino sheep became
wild and difficult to muster. Rough undergrowth of fern
and bracken tore the fleeces and damaged the skins while
destructive wild pigs added to these hazards. Sheep were
too valuable to be used as meat (pork was the main food)
and were kept until eight years for their wool. The price
of ewes was very high and they were much gought after.
The retention of the flocks Was rather difficult also.
Wwire fences hed not appeared and the post-and-rail.enelosures
meant that flocks could be yarded only at nigﬂt. The flocks
had to be constantly supervised by day and the solitary
cabbage trees provided useful lookout posts. Though most
of the plains contained no tutu bushes, most of the hills
did contain this polsonous plant and many sheep died quickly
if their grazing was not closely watched. The dreaded scab
disease also appeared early and frequent dipping in a warm
tobacco solution did not entirely rid the stock of this
gsCcourge. Building timber and fireﬁood were scarce and the

first homefgwere conétructed of wattle and daub with shingle
7

roofs,ﬁ&iﬁ§~Maogi_help. In swampy areas, Or along creeks
and rivers, raupo huts were built. Later pit sawn timber
was used. A pit was dug and flitches of timber secured in
the ground to cﬁrry-the logs. Two men then sawed the logs
into the required sizes, totara logs being used.®  Timber
was imported from Auckland and Hobart for beams and studs.
Neerby this hestily erected but serviceable house, On cleared
ground, crops of potatoes and wheat were raised, the grain
often being ground by Maoris. The settlers relied on Maori

labour for dipping and mustering sheep, growing maize and wheat,

killing pigs, erecting houses and enclosures; The sites for

6 Archdeacon Samuel Williams purchased ewes for
Pe Aute in 1855 from T.P. Russell at 37/6d. per head.

7 ngm,gell‘op. citi;Pp 17.

8
B. Carlson 'Breaking in the land': H.B. Museum
paper. '

9 T.E. Crosse 'Early H.B.': H.B. Museum papers

|
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he cantre of these

nomesteads were located usually in t
Access to Napier and Wellington for

poorly defined runs.
stock and goods was difficult and inconvenient, and the

Maori labour for transporting wool and grain proved for the

settler, invaluable. Algg, the native tracks often were the -
-only safe means of travel, as Colenso nad already discovered, .
and so once he had settled on his precariously leaséd run,

the runholder did not travel far. A journey from Pourerere
to Qnepéto by sea lasted about two days.,whilé a.trip by sea
from Onepoto to Wellington often lasted several days.

It i1s believed that the Maori taught the European
the teehﬁique of burning fern and scrub. - The fern root
(aruhe) was an article of diet.and'the Maoris burnt the fronds
in winter to encourage regeneration in'the spring. In
contrast, the settlers fired the scrub in January in order
to weaken the root. Sheep, and later cattle, were then driven
on to check any regrowth, a practice that had to be repeatéd
many times on the poorer hill country north of Napier. 4
Hursthouse writing in 18641 advised immigrants to bring gréss
seed with them as it was dear in the new colony.12‘ The
mixture recommended by him was - perennial ryegrass 26 1lbs.,

white clover 3 lbs., cowgrass 1 1b. 13

10 | . |
A.G. Bagnall and C.G. Petersen: op. cit. p.243

See Chapter V.

12 H.W. Hursthouse 'N.Z.- Britain of the South'

13 on the fertile soils in high rainfall areas

the pasture seed mixture is usually 4O 1bs. of
perennial ryegrass and 2 1lbs. of white clover.
This sowing occurs on much alluvial land around -
Wairoa, Hastings and Woodville. On drier areas,
e.g. Ruataniwha plains, subterranean clover
replaces white clover as the dominant constituent
with ryegrass, and much of this land was sown down
within the last 20,years. Nearer the coast, the
dominance of danth&nia with ryegrass, white clover
would suggest that much of this country has not

been re-sown
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The numerous rocky cliffs served as 2 means of
disposing of surplus stock and Store sheep,1u but were
seldom used. Boiling down tanks were used to extract
tallow from old sheep on many runs.15 Disposing of the
wool was also not easy. "Coastal stations loaded the wool
directly on to coastal ships, whereas inland stations sent
the wool clips to either Waipureku or Onepotos. Access to
the ships on the coastal stations hindered the transport of
the wool bales. Many of the sandy beaches had rocky fore-
 shores swept by treacherous currents. ‘The wool was baled
in 48 inech packs and carted by bullock wagon to the foreshore,
where it was pressed again in a hydraulic‘dump to half 1ts
original size to facilitate loading. It was thén stored in
the foreshore to await the arrival of a ship, when the
bullock team haunled it out to the surf boat. The bullcéks
would be in the water up to their backs, and the wool bales
were rarely dry when the final loading on to the ship was
completed. Shipping was infrequent and the geather
capricious and sometimes stormy, consequently the wool often
missed the sales in England.16 Tohis practice, though not
entirely satisfactory, was dictated partiy by the isolated
circumstances which prevailed and partly by the necessity
to be self reliant, as overland travel was so difficult.
These developments of disposing of sheep and wool coumenced
in the late eighteen-fifties and persisted until 1917 and
17

later,

1l This practice was developed in the late
1860's, due to the restricted local market

and the lack_of facilities for preserving meat.
See Chapter V. '

1° '
5 R.P. Hill, '4 H.B. Coastal Sheep Station'
N.Z.J.A. July 1946, pp. 27-32 ‘

16
R.P. Hill, Loc. Cit.

1
L Many runs, later turned into freeholds,

have continued to ship most of their wool
clips direct to England.for over 60 years.

(See R.P. Hill 'Farming in N.Z.- Hawke's Bay'
NeZ.J.A. January 1950, pp. {5=26.)
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Maori agriculture.

Althougn scattéred numbers of Maoris lived in pas
such as Patangata and Kairakau,18 the densest concentrations
'were 6n the Ahuriri plains. Growing new crops such as
stone fruits, wheat, maize, potatoes which Colenso had
encouraged them to do meant drainage of these of t-flooded
lowlands. It.appears that up until 1860 the Maoris were
lhard—working, successful cultivators, exporting grain to
Auckland and Wellington mérchants,»as ﬁell»as supplying the
needs of the loéal graziers. The éontemporary description
clearly illustrates features of Maori 1ivihg ﬁhat were
influenced by Colenso's work, and contacts with local traders.

Large masses of pumice lay scattered around,
brought down by floods from the volcanoes :
inland. On this light material the settlers
have built the chimneys of their weather board-
ed houses, cementing the pumice with lime of
burnt shellsg; —~-=—-- Pukenau village on the
grassy banks of the Ngaruroro contains about
20 houses, snugly hid among groups Of noble
willow trees -=-——-- in pleasing contrast to
numbers of peach trees, flushing all over with
their pink blossom of early spring. All the
villagers were at work, some ploughing with
horses, others digging with spades to which they
seldom needed to apply the heel ------ The women
and children were putting uncut seed potatoes,
which was smoothed over with a piece of supple-
jack by patriarch Noah.19 Potatoes, wheat and
Indian corn are the staple of the Maori farmer.
Pakehas, often old whalers or refugees from
Tasmania, are settled along the coast to buy
produce, potatoes, wheat and Indian corn from
the Natives who bring it down the rivers in
canoes to the store on the coast,? and return
with supplies of shop clothing, farmiing imple~
ments, etc. The proceeds of the crops go to
buy horses, saddles, clothes, ploughs, etc., for

the Maoris pay no rent----- ~ since they grow their
own food on their own land and are also free from
all rates and taxes ------ The natives are sober,

intelligent, frugal and industrious and as farm-
ers are evidently formidable competitors of the
European emigrant.21
This favourable description contrasts with Colenso's
view of the_use the Maoris made of their revenue from sales
of land and agricultural produce. Jealousy and friction

18 Chapman Diary, Napier Museum

19 Noah's pa, on bankg of Ngaruroro
(probably at Wonakatu. )

Onepoto, on west side of Scinde Island.

21 ais quotation from Chambers Edinburgh Journal
Sept, 1857,(reprinted in H.B. Herald, April 24,
1858) was probably from Dr. Hitchings, resident
surgeon at Ahuriri.

ey
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A view of the Ahuriri plains and harbour loocking
southwards (at top) and westwards (at bottom) from the |
summit of Scinde Island. Note the low lying, swampy |
extent of the plains, the isolated stands of white pine 3
and the long smooth outline of the shingle beach. This
painting was made in 1851 by C.K. Reid (a member of Mr.
D. McLean's survey party).
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An engraving of Scinde Island with a sluggish stream
in the foreground. The exposed barren nature of the
Island and the swampy environs ror the first hotels,
warehouses and homes may be seen. Date, 186C.
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among the chiefs over the setting aside of adequate land

reserves caused Colenso to write =

I believe the natives here will act as much
as children with a box of ginger-bread —-----

squandering the purchase price of their land.22

They certainly zeined money readily and the ease

with which they raised crops tended to accentuats the pakeha

desire to purchase the plains. Many Buropeane over looked

the two mein causes for land shortage, namely 'grid ironing’
practices by some runholders, and the difficulties experienced

by the Crown Lende Commlssioner in supervising surveys and

defining boundaries. ;

If Mr. Mclean some years ago had purchased.
the plains instead of aiming at getting him-
self a name proportionate to the number of
acres acquired when he bought the comparative-
ly useless country comprised in the Mohaka and
Middle (Ahuzipi) Blocks - we should now have a
large populatlion located on them, and export
agricultuoral produce of all kinds instead of
being dependent on the natives for so much of

what we require. 23

Scattered groups of HMaoris were found on the

alluvial pockets of land near the sea at Petane, Tangoio

and Walroa, land that was so desirable for the pastoralist.
Yet one can only speculate whether or not agricultbral
settlers could have farmed the Ahurirl plains at all.

Svdden flooding of the Ngaruroro and Tutaekurl rivers oceurred
every winter, and thick layers of silt and pumiceous soil

were spread over the plains.

Deveilopment of Napier.
The inclusion of Scinde Island in Hr. McLean's

inevitable, for

Ahuriri purchase was almost certain, if not
it was an obvious choice for establishing a town and port
for the region. W.B. Rhodes described the Inner Lagoon -~
"The roadsted is sheltered from the prevailing winds: and
there is good enchorage in eight fathoms of water one mile

from shore." 24 The lagoon channel, however, was liable to

22 A.G. Bagnall and G.C. Petersen, Op. Cit. p.334

3 Bpectator, 1 Novk. 4856

24 x.z. cazette, 21 April 1841.

T —




Lé. -

gudden changes in depth due to a very strong tidal current
and a dredge was the first expense for the newly founded
Provincial Council. Moreover, steamships would soon expose
the difficulties of keeping open the Inner Harbour, though
small schooners and sloops could pase through easily.25
Traders and a grazler were already resident at Onepoto when
McLean arrived in 1850. The willingness of the Maoris to
gell land is illusfrated in this extract of a letter from
Hapuku to Sir George Grey in 41851 - "I am annoyed with the
low Europeans of this place; let tug people ~---- come direct
from England: let it be a large, large, very large town for
26 -

me."

Scinde Island was uncccupied hy tribes when the
1853 Sub purchase saw the commencement of small settlements.
Nevertheless, as Domett reported tc the Colonial Secretary,27
the site for a township beside the Port was inherently unsuit-
able. It consisted of a "long spit of shingle and a hilly
island of small extent ---- with very steep sided nills, a
few narrow gullies intervening, both entirely destitute of
wood.n 28 Though the finest sections were so0ld in April
1855,29 the jJetty and stores at Onepoto remained while fhe
centre of the town was shifted further east, on the island,

30 The cbnstruction of

in accordance with a plan by Domett.
a road linking the twe settlements was advisable before a
roadway could be built along the shingle ridge running

southwards.31

25 Spectator; 411 April, 1865.
26_1

-G. Wileon; ‘History of H.B.' 1939, p.193

2
7 H.B. Commissioner of Crown lLands

to Colonial Secretary; 20 March 1854;
No. /54 (N.A.)

1860 Ordinance; A. & P. Prov. Council.

2
9 WeW. Dinwiddie; '0Qld H.B.' 19t6.

- 30
D. Tebay; 'The Separation Movement'
Unpublished thesis 1956, p.29.

31 Chief District Surveyor to Colonial
Surveyor 20 Novr. 1856. No. 118/56 (N.A.)
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“hoto -
Aerial Mapping Coy.

Napier, showing roads leading over Scinde Island
from the o0ld port in the Inner Harbour to the main
residential and shopping area. The entrance chanael
with protruding moles, the ocld wharf at the 'Iron Pot':
that lead off from this channel are clearly visible.
Note the o0ld ecourse of the Tutaekuri river and the remains
of the formerly (pre 19%1) extensive sweep of the
Inner Harbour.




Communications.

Trading contacts between Ahuriri and Wellington
were by sea, and the favourable reports of the plains and
grassy hille that were disseminated among the land hungry
Wellington and Wairsrapa settlers had,immediatg results.
Surveyor and grazier alike were lured ncrthwards by these
reports and alsé by the fallure of the proposed Canterbury
gattlement to Taterialise here. The ensuing settlements
were achieved before tracks or rcadways wore built, and
these had to be bullt before further 8étt1emant could
prosper. Indeed, the slow develppment of the district is
reflected in the uneven mnd haphazard growth of communi-
cations. Of the five known routes into Hawke's Bay, the
coastal route and the Manawatu'Gorge were the two frequent-
1y used. Maori tracks ran through the Seventy lille Bush
from the Wairarapa and linked Taupo and Turanga with
Napier. These tracks were'little nsed and the coastal
route, though rocky and inconveniént for driving stock,
wag preferred to any other land route. Sea transport was,
in fact, the most convenient and whale boats and schooners
were used for transporting wool end grain to Auckland and
Wellington from Napier. Moreover the‘partial isolation of
Napier from surrounding country was important, for country

districts were settled first and had to be linked with

Napier if wool and tallow were to be exported satisfactorily.

Inland waterways provided the initial means of
trangport within the district. Wool clips were ferrled
down the Ngarurorc and Tuki Tuki rivers by natives, esome
of whom had been employed by whalers, to Waipureku on the
mouth of the Ngaruroro where a wool store had been erected
by a Wairoa trader.32 There were Maori grain mills at
Patangata and Ngawhakatatara on the Tuki Tuki river and
the natives traded freely wiih nearby runfjolders. Journey-
ing was slow and hazardous and high ratee were charged for

2
3 Morris, who had worked gith W.B. Rhodes
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ferrying goods down str.eam.33 . P,H. Fitzgerald, a
surveyor at Napiler, complained of the laziness of the
Maoris and the slowness of the journey between Napier and'
Te Waipukurau. It seems that the difficult and tortuous
course of tne Tuki Tuki increased freignht costis and stimu-
lated the need for a dray track. By 1857, a large punt
capable of ferrying a loaded dray and four bullocks across
the Ngaruroro hed been purchased by the local settlers
.and runholders for service at Waipuneku during the coming
wool Beason. A dray road connecting Waipﬁ#eku and Onepoto
along the shingle spit had been nearly completed.3h
Waipureku (which meant literally ‘'meeting of .the waters')
consisted of two stores, a butchery, baker&. & black-
smith's shop and two public houses. During the wool
season the township was a thriving community. The town-
ship was soon doomed, for in 41860 the first wool clip leiXt.
Port Ahuriri snd the Hgaruroro was bridged & few years later.

The limestone Havelock hills provided good build-
ing material for the first inland dray road following the
Tuki Tuki river from Waipupeku to Patangata (the Middle
Road). The road passed through the centre of the sheep
grazing country, and though the bullock drawn wagons
carrying thirty or fifty bales of wool were more reliable
than river transport, travel-along these muddy, tortuous
tracks was slow and infreguent.

External communications between Hawke'e Bay and
Wellington were even more unsatisfactory. The Seventy
Mile Bush proved a formidable barrier to the.projected
Napier-Ruetaniwha road. Though Robert Park had reported
favourably on the cutting of a rough track through the Bush,35
the natives insisted on the land being purchased before a

road be started. They were reluctant to sell land; the

33 Chapman Diary, Napier, p.3

34 Proceedings of a Public Meeting,
2 August 1856. N/A

35 ¢nier Surveyor's Report to Provinlcal
Secretary, Wellington; 43 September 1856.




existing bridle path was easily cut up and rutted by
heavy bullock drays, the absence of shingle on these

clay, forested soils was very noticeable. Thbugh money
nad been voted for the road by the Wellington Provincial
Council in 1854 and 1855, the roadway was not commenced
until 1857. At the first politicel meeting in Hauke's
Bay, held at Waipukurau,36 resolutions were.adopted
calling for the commencement of the Napler-Ruataniwha road,
for a bridle path to be cut through the Bush, for a
regular postal communication between Napier and Wellington
and for more land purchases. It would seem that the
difficult distances by land and sea were not apbreciated.
by the Wellington Provincial Council and the movement for
political separation received a gregt stimulus by this
lack of realism.’ Meanwhile coastal travél had increased
with the arrival of the “"Wonga Wonga" at Napler from
Wellington in May 1857, and a twice monthly service began.
Two years later an opposition firm commenced & similar
service between Auckland and Napier.37 Travel by sea
remained the safest means until the Napier-Palmerston
North railway was opened by 1880.

Conclusion.

By 1856 Hawke's Bay had emerged from relative
obscurity and isolation to become a region of extensive
pastoral runs. This distribution waes most uneven. with
few exceptions, these rune were Jlarge and concentrated
in one segment, the most fertile, of the future province.
It was no colncidence that these settlers should encounter
this undulating, gently rolling fern country first. For
it was almost certain that this country from Pourersre to
Ahoriri would be settled first. Holdings ranged from

ten thousand acres to over sixty thousand acres, and the

36 11 June 1856. (D. Tebay; Op. Cit. p.30)

31 D. Tebay; Op. Cit. p-. 28:




flexible land regulations resulted in secluded, inaccess-
ible runs being taken up, reckless speculation, and
disputes over boundariecs and tenures. Over the lightly
forested, manuka strewn hills and valleys roamed flocks
of merinos; sheep at first were scarce and fern crushing
was not widely used. Fires, though, were still freggqpt;
this time they were lit by pakeha graziers and native 1it
burns were much lese frequent.

To the north of Napier hardly any land head béen
settled. Though there were few natives except along the
coast, the land was‘very rough énd deeply diasected into
steep gorges, ravmnés and bush clad valleys. The rain-
fall was heavier, more unrelisble, and the country, away
from the coast, was most unattractive to pastoralists.

To the south of this hill country lay *ae
central lowlands, owned almost entirely by the native
agriculturalists.

In the neighbourhood of Waipukuray ---- are
several thousand acres of land sufficiently
level for the plough; but the great distance
from the port and the total want of roads or

navigable rivera will prevent agriculturalists
from locating themselves so far back at present.-%

The natives were skilled croppers and thelr ylelds
aroused the envy of the land hungry grazier. They were
intensive farmers; as specialised in raising crops of
kumera, maize and vegetables on their tribal plots as the
graziers were in rearing sheep for wool on their extensive
runse. This dual economy was to disappear in the wide-
spread unrest and strife following the Waitara dispute,
but its existence was fascinating, 1f not unigue.

Napier, now no longer a nondescript whaling
station, consisted of some unattractive, uninviting stores
and hotels hrouped around a sandy spit, and sheltered by
'barren ridges covered with ferm and rough grass, dissected

by gorges and ravines ---- a hopeless spot for a town site'§9

38 spectator. April 30, 1855

39 d.G. Wilson. Op. Cit. p.413
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Ruropean settlement was to grow outwaerds from Napier and
Waipukurau; the latter, a deserted pa, contained a hotel
and one or two untidy looking stores.

The outstanding feature of Hawke's extensive
pastoralism in 1856 was the concentration of farming on
the coastal hills south of Napier. The clearing of the
fern, manyka and tutu, commenced by the ¥aoris, was
continued and accelerated by the Europeans. On the
cleared ground grazed merino sheep, wire fences were
absent, only post-and-rail enclosures were used to protect
the flocks from marauding pigs. On cleared hill tops,
simple but adequate homesteads were erected of raupo,
thatched, totara walled construction; untidy piles of sawn
wood and logs lay nearby, interspersed with small plots of
vegetahles and wheat. Tall tress were abasent. Maoris
were moving inland away from the coast; in thelr place had

gl
arrived thesreliant pastoralist with his merino sheep.




Return of Exports Coastwlse of New Zealand Produce from

the Port of Ahuriri, Hawke's Bay ---- 318t Dec., 1856.

Articles.

Bacon
Bran
Butter
Flour
Limestone
Maize
Onions
011, black
Potatoes
Peaches
Pollard
Tallow
Wheat
Wool

Wine from grapes

Quantity

1=-ton L-cwt. 2=-1bs.

L42% bushels

1 keg

10-tons LOO~1bs.
70-tons

610 bushels
26%~-cwt.

5-tuns

3L 3-tons

2 boxes

2-tons L47-1bs.
1 cask

2065% bushels
140,000-1bs.

16 cases

Approx. value.

£. 8. d.
106.17. 6
.2- 2.
2.10.
285. 0.
15. O.
152.10.
20. 0.
200. 0.
7. 5
1. 0
38. b
5. O.
677-19
7309. 6
20. 0.
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CHAPTER V.

Expansion of settlements during and after Provincial

Government. 41860 - 1880.

A. Problems of development.

Native opposition to further purchases of land
by the newly founded Provincial Government was the basic
cause of the slow development of the region during the
41860's. Before wheat and cats could be raised on the

plains for the growing number of graziers and their live-

stock, problems arising from the native reluctance to sell
land had to be overcome. '

Crown purchases up to 1860 are shown on Figure 5
Further purchases were becoming increasingly difficult to

complete because of the shortage of General Government

finance following the outbreak of the Taranaki war, and the

growing reluctance of the Maori to part with his land.
1

" The Land Commissioner in Napier, G.S. Cooper, reported

that & hardening of the Maori's attitude to further land
sales was appearing. In particular, both the Kereru and
Puketitiri blocks near the Ruahine ranges west of the plains
contained 'bush, grassy slopes and valuable timber.'2
However, jealousy and enmity among the Maoris and much
dispute followed before the blocks were purchased at a
higher sum than for the Ahuriri block of generally inferior
land.-  The Ngatarawa block of 32,600 acres that f lanked
the Ahuriri plains, consisting of 'low limestone hills,
almost entirely free from fern, with sufficient guantity

of timber --—— to supply the wants of the settlers', was
'the richest yet offered for sale in the district, 1s now
approachable by a good cart road the whole way from .

L
Waipureku.' This block was the last major purchase before

ACJOHOR- 1862 0-10 90331
2 Ibid.
Ibid. p.333

Ibid.
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the Maori wars began. Other tribesmen were threatening
to resume portions of the Ahuriri block; Tareha complained
that the sales had been too low and that land reclaimed
around the Inner Harbour was his by possession, as having

been under the sea when he sold his block.5

Another cause for this change in native attitude
was the 'dissatisfaction preduced by the sale of the lande.‘6
Some of the chiefs 'got into dissipated habits and aquénder—
ed the money in debauchery at Auckland and Welllngton, and
in the purchase of useless articles.'/ They sold lands that
they had no right to dispose of. Already the sale of the
Pakiake Bush 1in 1857 hed led to armed confliect between
Tarenha and Hapuku, and a similar occurrence vas narrowly
avoided over the sale of the Ngatarawa plock.
_ Though many Hawke's Bay natives sympathised with
the aims of thé King Movement, no tribes Jjoined 1t.8 The
local natives were ancient and bitter enemies of the Upper |
Waikato tribes, who had invaded their tribél grounds and
rivers many times before the European arrived. Therefore,
though the chiefs formed “"runengas" and other collective
groups, they did not attempt to isolate themse lves entirely
from the pakeha. Though they had quickly realised the
benefits to be gained from trading with the runholder and
hotel keeper, they sought to preserve their lands from
further sales. Such a policy, though immediately attractive,
was contradictory and almoat certaln to result in the eclipse
of the tribe as a distinct social entity. To the Maori,
no one person owned any land: the whole tribe in the village
(hapu) had the right to use the land (or the river) to grow

crops, to fish, to move from place to placse. To the

5 A-J.H-Ro 18620 C-1‘ 9‘333

6 Ibid. p.333

8 See K. Sinclair -"Maori Nationalism and
the European, 1850-1860Y Historical Studies -
Australia and N.Z., Vol.5, No.18. 195%2. p.132
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Evropean, land was his by right of ownebship, gained by
either leasehold or outright purchase. He d4id not "use"
the land in the Maorl sense of the term. This distinection
in land occupance lay at the root of the initial Maori

willingness to sell land, and later, his reluctance to do so.

The native reluctance to sell was accompanied by
an acute shortage of funds for development. In many cases,
when land was certified by the Commissioner as non-asgricult-
ural, no surveys had been made, and so land continuved, up to
1864 at least, to be disposed of at a nominal rate,10 and
Hawke's Bay came to be regarded as a 'very unagricultural
province?11 Not only was the upset price in many cases very
low, but the nature of the tenure was so insecure that the
runholderas were gquite content to keep their runs and pay
their annual license. Such improvements as fencing, sowing
grasses were risky, as timber was scarce and expensive, coming
from the Bay of Islands and Auckland, and a 1little from

Wellington.12

Local roads sascross native owned lands tglbush
areas et Kereru and Pohul were difficult to build owingnga
the lack of lebour and finance. Timber was rafte¢ down the
Esk river from the Te Pohue bush, - & journey that took four
to five weeks on a river liable to sudden floods. The
seven-foot-long totara posts ﬁere naturally much sought after,
and were sold at £4-10-0 a hundred. Pack horses and then
bullock drays supplemented the river transport of timber, but
the output of timber was seldom sufficient to meet the build-
ing needes at Napier and Havelock, nor the fencing needs of the

rastoralists. Kauri and beech timber had to be imported

from Auckland by sea.

2 J.B. Condliffe: 'N.Z. in the Meking', p.6l,
states "The right to occupy and cultivate
possessed by their fathers became, in their
hands, an estate which could be sold."

10 g.A. Coxon: 'H.B. under Provincial
Government', 1940, Unpublished thesis.

11

H.B. Herald, 1L Decy. 1864.

12 A. & P. of Prov. Council 1862, Session 1.

A
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Napier soutih four years later, showing an hotel and
warchouses. The sharp outline of the road over the hill
and the military barracks (%) at the crest. Horse drawn
carts and draye appear as the early mode of travel.

A painting made in 1863 of the western end of Scinde
Islandi with Inner Harbour and part of the entrance channel.
Note the stecam driven sailing vessel and the dark outline
of the distant bush covered hills
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The scarcity of readily available land resvult- E
ing from native reluctance to sell further blocks, and the
insecurity with which grazing areas were occupied, delayed
further settlement. An acute scarcity of workers develop-
ed. The Superintendent in 4862 ndted that contractors
finding difficulty in obtaining both white and native
labour,1“ charged exhorbitent rates in building roads and
bridges. South of Paki Paki, natives held up the'conetruc-
tion of the surveyed main éouth road and prevented shingle
being removed from the Spit near Napier for metalling the
roadways near Havelock and Petane. By 1863, £150,000 had
been spent on dredging the entrance channel in the Inner
Harbour, but evidence thén suggested infilling of sedimenta
from the sides of the 'Iron Pot'. Plans for piling and
decking were not continued, and the Council decided to
reserve funds from reclaimed lands before continuing the
development of the harbour. Much experimental money had
been wasted, and road and harbour development were drastic-
ally curtailed. Harvesting and shearing work in summer

absorbed men otherwise available for contract work. ?

Small contracts lapsed and meintenance of existing roads

was difficult, for the bullock drays heavily laden with

wool badly rutted the limestone covered tracks. Though
there wes ample work for single men, new immigrants with
families were difficult to employ permanently as they lacked
sufficient capital to secure bush holdings. Fitzgeralgd

(in 1861) suggested that a Land Board, instead of the
Commissioner, could enforce more efficiently the Land
Purchase Ordinance of {856 and could distinguish potential
agricultural from non-agricultural land more dispassionately.

Dissatisfaction with the District Commissioner, G.S. Cooper,

14 J.C.L. Carter: A. & P. of Prov.
Council, 1862; Session 1.

13 A. & P. of Prov. Council, 1869;
Council Paper.




led Fitzgerald to devise a small farmsscheme on a deferred
paymenta~baais.16 Though this scheme failed and he
resigned, he was empowered by the Govenor to control the
Land Cpmmiésioner, proclaim reserves; declare hundreds

and townships. In this way, Kererv Bush and the Hampden
block wesat 6f Wailpawa were reserved for small settlers, and
the inland townships of Havelock Nérth and Pukahu proclgime&,
The last two settlements were established hefore the main
south road nearby was constructed from Waipumeky, and so
the southward extension of the road wae guieckened in this
WaYy. Both townships, with Napier, flourished, while
Waipupeku correspondingly declined.

The outbreak of the Waikato war and the dis-
covery of gold in Central Qtago and the Coromandel Peninsula
increased the exodus of new settlers. Hew markets for wool
and mutton were thereby opened.17 In 1861 alone, 108% people
left the province whilé only 980 arrived. During the
'sixties; to every person that arrived, five persons left.
The shortage of grazing land that would immedistely produce
wool and mutton led to a shrinkage of capital for further
purchases. Therefore therec was little desire to emigrate
to the ﬁrcvince; the scarcity of land and capitel essential
for attracting new settlers persisted until 1870, Als0, |
the slarms and scares of the Waikato War were widespread,
though the local Maorie remained loyal. The economic
development of the province was sericusly hindered, and as
a separate political entity it had little Justification for
;ja existence, There was a distinct possibility of the

1

16 In a 10 year periocd, 10% interest be paid
on value, with pre-emptive right at the rate
of 10/- an acre during that time. E.JA. Coxon;
Opo Cit. p-87 :

7 Tpe 300,000 sheep increase during this period
was met by the opening of these new markets
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Province rejoining Wellington.

Basically the development of the Province was
controlled by two forces: the laund policy of the Provincial

Council, and the low price of land, that reflected the

demand for it and the rate of development of the Province.
One member of the Council, J.D. Ormond, even urged raising
the price of land by suggesting that 50% deposit of purchase
and the balance be paid within one month. It wounld ap?ear
that if this move had been adopted, even less finance would
be available for the Council, whereas some fiqance was being
paid from the 5/- an acre leaseholds. Certainly, the free-
hold price of these runs around Waipawa, and around Napler
and Havelock, was worth more than 5/— an acre but there
would have been few purchases. The scarcity of high class
agrieultural land snd the reluctance to raise the price above
5/= an acre, caused the Provincial funds to decresse.
Agricultural workers emigreted to the newly discovered gold~
fields. Work on the harbour and roads fell off and education
funds had to be raised by levies. HMeanwhile the runholders
gradually extended their runs by skkilfully using their pre-
emptive right to freehold eighty acres. Short term leasees
were bought out and land acquired on low mortgage rates.
This aggregation of large estates continued almoat imper-
ceptibly, the results of which may sti1l be seen. One may
travel for miles throughout the hills and often see only an
occasional homestead. The more indirect consequences of

these land a financial stringencies may now be considsred.

B. The settlement of the Ahuriri Plains 1862-1876.

The acquisition of the Ahuriri plains by the
European was perhaps inevitable, but the way in which the

purchase was achieved was by no means as "inevitable".19

18 Advocated chiefly by W. Colenso, member
for Napier, an erdent opponent of the run-
holders.

19 an enquiry into the methods with which the
leasehold was gained was held in 1873. This
enquiry, known officially as the "Hawke's Bay
Native Lande Aliensation Commission", contsins
much interesting material on the condition of
the plains Just prior to the alienation.
(A.J.H.R. Vol.3. G-7; pp.67-120)
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The growth of Napier. A panoramic view taken in the 'mid
1860's. Some 1idea of the flooded plains that hindered settle-
ment may be gained. A predominance of two storied hotels and
stables with ad joining yards appear in the foreground.
Scattered houses amid clumps of trees complete a picture
typical of pioneer townships hefore the prosperous '70's.
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These potentially fertile plains were initially suited to
sheep grazing when the famous leasehold of the “Twelve
Apostles" was commenced in 186L by the graziers Tanner
and Rich.

Much lend improvement was necessary before inten-
sive cropping and fruit growing was practicable. The
swampy portions were extensive and the clayey .subsoils
required much drainage and liming before the land could be
subdivided. From the evidence of the Alienation Commission,
the main areas of swamp appear to have been at lMeanee, near
the slopes of the Havelock hills and near Pakowhali. of
these, the Meanee swamp was the largest, being formed by
the ponding of the Ngaruroro, Waitang! and smaller streams
on the immer side of the shingle ridge. These swamps
inconvenienced travellers in winter and caused "swamp fevers"
in summer among Maori residents. The Provincial Council,
already harassed, was severely criticised fbr the poor outlet
of these swamps, a condition that peresisted vwntil about 1880.2
Tanner descridbed his share of the leasehold by Havelock as
'between the river and the lake above was a swamp' before he
burnt the sedge and drained the clay soll. The rest of the
Heretaunga block was gtill in a very rough condition with
'much tutu, fern and flax, and generally unfit for sheep.’ 21
Little grass or clover had been sown, floods nearly every
year were common, and the deposits of gravel and silt spread
over the surface were not conducive to any desire to improve
the primitive cover. It appears that the Karamu Reserve
was 'the very pick of the block,' being 'covered with
magnificent grass and capable of keeping four to five sheep

per acre.'2? Here the soil varied from clay to 'a sandy
20 E.A. Coxon; Op. Cit. p.48

21 A.J.H.R. 1873; Vol.3,

2e Ibid.

0
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loam better suited for grazing than crops,*zB whereas the
portion held by d.G. Gordon had 'a strip of shingle' running
through ito2h The quality of the land for both grazing
and cropping varied greatlys. About two-thirds of the
swamp was valueless ‘without great expenditure,' while other
areas wére suited to sheep grazing without any sowing of
English grasses. Much drainage and building of fences
was necessary, requiring much expenditure before the area
could be c;osely settled.

The natives feared the introduction of a large
Buropean population on these plains; the 1nf1uence'of the
King Movement was sufficient for them to resist any
Government attempts to elther freehold or lease the land.
They derived such wealth from trade with Buropeans, however,
that their desire to share the benefits of European living
overrode the more indirect need to preserve thelr tradition-
al ways of living. Moreo;verp as the Commissioner clearly
noted; they were more disposed to idleness and easy living
which a combination of a warm climate, fertile soils and
European material benefits had induced, than their Taupo
brethren. Samuel Iocke, reporting to the Government on
the state of the natives, gave a quite glowing account of
thelr industries around Hapier.25 He stated that they were

by far the most assimilated into the Buropean social system

of the Maoris of the Province. They were either farming on

their own account or taking part in various seasonal activities

on the European runs, such as shearing, mustering, dipping,

or in road making for the Council.
23 1bid.

2l Place names within the Heretaunga block
acquired by the "Twelve Apostles"” and else-
where on the plains indicate the early cover.
Settlements at "Fernhill," "Flaxmere," "Raupare,"
"Greenmeadows,'" "Pakowhai," were founded follow-
ing the purchase.

25 A.J.H.R. 1872: F.3A; No.36, po3
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There are men 1like Karaitiana Tukumoana
and others who are zealously endeavouring
in every way to improve themselves and .
raise their fellow countrymen. They have
each large farms on which the best and
iatest machinery is used. They live in
well built and comfortable furnished houses.
These people with Tareha possess two good
flour mills which are kept constantly work-
ing by either grinding for themselves or

. the surrounding European settlers.26
Unfortunately the other side 1is not so rosy.

After stating that the large quantities of money the Maoris
received from the sale and lease of their land.had been
27 '
sguandered; he continued,
This appearance of prosperity has now
collapsed and the sudden change is felt
the more keenly after a long course of
uninterrupted dissipation and idleness,
which in some instances has left a feel-
ing of discontent and latent desire to
- pepossess themselves of their lost
property. ' o
A From the condition of the plains and the native
hostility to sell further land, it would seem that leasing
directly from the Maori chiefs was perhaps the only way
in which further settlement was possible. The various
reasons which prompted the passing of the 1862 Native
Lands Act lie beyond the scope of this paper. Both Maori
and European desired leasing. The runholders did so
because of the shortage of land, and the Maoris did so
inxoﬁder that they could acquire more finance and that
111égal squatting on the plains could be ended. The returns

from the lease which began in 186l encouraged further spend-
ing among the natives and so their debts 1ncreased.28 It

is clear, from the Commission Report, that the natives did

26 Wheat was grown on the drier margins of
the plains, and flour mills operated at
Ngatarawa, Te Mata, Omahu and Pakowhali.

27 See Chapter TII, p.

28 A Native Land Court which 1ssued a
certificate defining native ownership of
land was not set up until 1865. Betwseen
the paseing of the 1862 Act and 1865,
leasing of the plains commenced, which was,
in terms of the 1865 Land Court, illegal.




not clearly understand the bad features of the mortgaging
gystem, and though the plaine were sulted only for grazing
and a .1ittle cropping, they were poorly paid by.the Syndicate

in 1869.?9

This indebtedness that prompteé the Maoris to
sell was accentuated by the sporadic warfare being waged by
both loyal natives and the Government against Te Kootil.
The pastoral settlers had only just commenced occupying'the
sm&ll blocks in northerﬁ Hawke's Bay_purcnaaed by McLean
in 4868. They were particularly vulnerable to the sudden
reids and swift retreats at which Te Kooti was so adept, and
they were unable to ¢ombine, as communities, very quicklymjo
A sharp engagement at Omarunui, near Napier, in 1866 showed
the isolation and difficulties that faced both the natives
and settlers at this time.31 In fact, the Ngati Kahungunu
tribe greatly assisted the Provincial Government in tracking
and pursuing Te Kooti away into the Urewera country. In
helping to defend the Province their debts increased, and
s0 lost their valvable grazing lands.32
A further unexpected event favoured the settle-

ment of these plains. In 1867, while the lease was being
legalised by the Native Land Conrt, an ﬁnusbaliy hea§y flood
altered the course of the Ngaruroro. From flowing south;
wards to near Havelock, it now followed & direct course from
Fernhill, via the Waitio stream to Pakowhai, directly to the
gea. This shortening of the course was accompanied by wide-
spread stock losses, fences were covered with silt, gravel and
pumice deposita 'that were in places four to five feet deep.' 33

29 Usually kxnown as the "Twelve Apostles".

This title referred actually to the twelve

shares bought by the seven lessees. They were

1. Tanner, 4.3. Gordon, A.H. and W. Russell,
JaN. Williams, J.D. Ormond, J.B. Braithwalte.

30 3.X. cunningham, Loe. Cit., p+18

by E.A. Coxon. Op. Cit., p.180.

32 y.p.K. Sorrenson 'Land Purchase Methods and
their effect on Maori Population, 1865~1901."
Journal of Poly. Society, Vol.65, No.3, Sept.
1956, pp. 183-200

33 Alfred Fountain letters, July 1867, p.8
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Successive floods, however, were much less widespread
and this change in the river's course influenced the lessees
in their purchage of the block two years later:jh The
object of the lease was to improve the land for later settle-
ment, but there was no desire to do sc while the title was
so tenuous and the land liable to such disastrous floods.
Before the purchase, however, Tanner was the first to open
ssctions for sale. '‘He disposed of it in small lotis,
Tifty acres and dpwards, to small farmers who could plough
---- three acres for one he gave them.'35 But the land
market was sluggish, and would have remained so for some
years had not the survey of the railway from Napier in
1871 acrose the plains been secured by Hicks's opportunism.
As a ploughmen for Tenner, he acquired 100 acres by plough-
ing and direct purchase at £3% an acre. He then presented
the Government with a free section for a railway station,
an offer that was at once accepted.36 By 1874 the Napier-
Paki Paki line was opened and the township of Hastings pro-
claimed soon afterwards. Other sections around the station
were s0ld b& Hickse for £5_an'acre and the opening up of the

plains with the rallway was realised.

Commuanications.

Though the Napler-Waipukuras main road was
completed by 186L, further road and bridge building languish-
ed. .The Provincial Council was able only to maintain exist-
ing dray routes and tracks rather than construct new bullock
nqads.' The two engineers to the Council, Messrs. Charles
Weber and James Rochfort, both complained of the difficulties

of completing high contracts let to private firms, of securing

34 e purchase price per acre was 30/-;
the previous lease was 5/~ per acre.

35 A.J.H.R. 1873. Op. Cit.

36 For a more'detailed examination of the
founding of Hastings ssce Appendix B.
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cagual labour, maintaining deeply futted roads and hill
tracks around Havelock and north of Rapier. The bridging
of the Ngarurorc and Tutaekuril rivers was costly because

of the small ﬁopulafion on the plains and the need for
embankments and piles to carry the road across the Meeanee
flats. Eventually the road was taken along the shingle
embankment and a low bridge erected across the Ngaruroro
near Clive, eo serving Havelock and the Kidnappers and .
Waimarama runs. Below the bridge at Meeance, 8 floating
weir was erected to trap posts and batiens which were being
cut at Te Pohue and floated down the Mangaone to join the
Tutaekuri at Hakowal. In 1873 a further road westwards
from Napier to Taradale was bullt to cope with this supply
of timber from the saw mills. Tne mud and silt flats of
Papakura (between Napier and Taradale) were traversed and
drained, and Taradale became a vehicle repair centre.
Townships at Puketapu and Rissington were founded soon after-
wards. Further north, dray tracks between Napier and
Mohaka were built following Mclean's purchases in 1867 and
1868, and these routes were soon replaced by the Napler-
Wairoa main road. Despite these developments, overland
travel was not easy, and coastal steamers between Napier,
Wellington and Auckland remained the favoured way of moving
stock and grain to these two citiles. Napier was the regional
centre and its striking insular appearance was matched by
the role it possessed as terminus for overland routeways

and outlet for the mounting wool clip of the whole Province.
A Harbour Commission was appointed to supervise dredglng,
and piling and decking of the new wharf at the 'Iron Pot.'
Moles were built at each side of the entrance channel, but
it became clear that despite the early enthusiasm for the
project, the Inner Harbour was not suited for building
protruding jetties, wharves and expensive loading facilities.
The cramped harbour sheds jostled under the western tip of
the Island, and a narrow roadway ran'fromAthe port round the
northern tip to the limestone bluff that was later developed

as the Quter Bregkwater.
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Changes in pastoralism.

By the late 1860's, the disposal of surplus stock
on the runs had become &en acuile problem. The Maori Wars
had nearly ceased and the Goroﬁandel godd diggings-were
showing signs of dwindling. In 1§6b‘wool prices fell from
16d. per 1b. to 1Ld. per 1b., and this drop continued vantil
1871. Sheep for wool lost their valye and so overstocking
became a problem. Taough most of the runs affected by‘
this slump were located near the coast, there is no direct
evidence that large mobs of stock were disposed of by being
driven over the cliffa.37 Apart from Cape Kidnappers,
suitable cliffs were not very accessible, and even at
Pourerere there are no reeorda.of stock having been destroyed
in this way. Shepherds did slaughter old cull ewes and
lambs, but extensive killing of sheep over the cliffs was
unlikely. Some back country stations did emulate the early
whalers with trypots, but this idea of rendering down fat

38 where in Victoria a

carcases emanated from Australila,
similar problem had been encountered twenty years earlier;

A boiling down works on the banks of the Tutaekuri, close

to the port, was thus necessary, and where the climate,
drainage and pesture favoured the location of such a faétoﬁ&i.
On April 7, 41868 the first large scale processing fagtory
counnected with the sheeﬁ industry was opened: on the banks of
the Ngaruroro river near (Clive. Though not used by beack
country farmers, many cull sheep on nearby farms were disposed
of at 6/10d. per head. [Legs of mutton, selling at 1/- each,
and piékled meats were hawked around the streets of Napier

39

three times a week, and in Clive and Havelock North once a

week. Thus the slump had one beneficial result as it

37 R.M. Burdon: "High Country", 1938, p.110

36 T.K. Fallwell: "The Freezing Industry °
of Hastings." Unpublighed thesis 1956. p. -

39 7.K. Pallwell. Op. Cit. >
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stimulated the rise of processing industries and so gave
useful employment during the more severe depression last-
ing from 1878 until 1893. Landscape changes followed.

The white pine stands at Mangateretere and Pakowhai were
milled and burnt aes fuel for the new enterprise, and this
change was followed by ths purchase of bush areas near Kereru
to provide fuel for the new boiling down works at Tomoana.

A flax mill at Mangateretere was built and plants harvested
and swamps drained, but by 1870 the enterprise failed duye

to fluctuating prices. In 1880 a second boiling down works
was opened at Tomoana end four years later was converted
into a freezing works.&o Theee two latter enterprises were
due to the imitiative and resourcefulness of William Nelson
who possessed a sizable station near Kereru and who saw
clearly the difficulties besetting the disposal of meat and
tallow. This change in disposing of stock illustrated the
limitation of the bony, fine fleeced lerino sheep. Over-
stocking and poor breeding was replaced by a break-up of
paddocks, and by a switch from lierinos to English Leicester,
Lincoln and then to Romney breeds. The clearance on the
Plains of bush, flax and swamp proceeded and the sowing of
permanent English pastures for fattening these new breeds

was slowly changing the appearance of the land.

Landscape changeg.

The aggregation of large estates produced many
landseape contrasts. The price of wool rose again in
1870-1871 to 20d. per lb,'pr1 the presence of boiling down
works enabled stock to be got rid of cheaply and with some

profit to those who had shares in the new concern. New

40 e works had a freezing capacity of
3000 sheep weekly and a beiling down
capaclty of 50,000 carcases annoally.

1 The Franco-Prussian War affected the
wool prices.
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inecoln breeds of sheep were being run on Rissington
Station by Colonel Whitmore. Oversecas trade had improved

and Maori Wars hed ended. This sudden prosperity was

caught by Vogel and his public works policy and the value

of land ross as improved roads and new rallways were

© ezl

swiftly bullt. So the pioneer wattlde and clay bullt home

was replaced by handsome, two-gstoried homesteads of spacious,

clean cut and imposing design. New woolsheds and stock-

yarde replaced the manuka post-and-rail buildings. English
: oak and willow trees replaced the native rimu, ngaio and
manuka scrub about these homesteads and gave these dwellings

i a picturesque and secluded appearance. Around Havelock,

skirting the plains around Napier, these station homesteads

may still be seen, a reminder of the transference of English

ideas and practice in farming to an arca that was twenty

years earlier an uninviting expanse of manuka, fern and, in

places, heavy bush. On the Heretaunga plsains, & private

highway of ogk trees was planted in 1873, linking the

Hestings-Fernnill road with the Ormond homestead. This
; fresh appearance of leafy trees on the flat, swampy plains ‘

was a forerunner of other similar settlements around Hastings.

The natives participeted in the drainage of the
.Plains by catching their numerous wild pige and by cutting
and scraping the flax for sale to the pakeha. The chiefs,

as their authority over their tribes gradually declined,

onwards there were very few traces of the original vegetation
| left.

1 burnt off the raupo and flax, which continued until by 1880
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CHAPTER VI.

Hawke's Bay about 1890: the era of :efrigeration.

Opening up of the north west hill country.

Penetration by the settlers of the isolated country
lying beyond the Heretaunga-Ahuriri plains to the north and
north west of Napier was much slower than the comparative
ease with which they settled the coastal hilis and valleys
further south. I'nis interior hill country presented many ,
barriers to the land hungry men -gager to éeek new land for |
their merinos. Topogréphically aﬁd ¢limatically, the area |
is very complex. North-south trending plateaux and ridges
iie tilted toward the eaat; The western faces are generally
precipitous with éteep gorges and ravines; the eastern back
slopes beihg more graduwal, having a series of fissured terraces. |
Across this disjointed mass of ridges and terraces, swift-
flowing conseguent streams emptying into the bay eteh out a
trellised drainage pattern. Beds of soft silt and mudstone
overlie more resistant sandstones that were, and still are
easily;eroded, as are the occasional outcrops of marine
limestone. On this diasected‘country grew vast expanses of
bracken fern along with pockets of podocarp forest and light
bush on the clay soils of the gullies and ridges. On the
higher slopes, above 4,000 feect, open stretches of snow
tussock spread westwards to the edge of Lake Taupo from the
Kaweka ra:..ges. The sotls, except on'the 8lluvial flats |
along the coast, such as Petane, were pumiceous, sandy, vefy
light and of fairly 1low Tertility. They varied greatly but
were of mainly mudstone and volc&ﬁic origin. Also, the
heavy and unreliable rainfall here had no parallel within
the rest of the region. Showers of sudden and torrential

velocity are common following a dry summer or autumn,1 though

' Rainfall for Tutira in 1928 totalled
99.94 1inches with 12.76 inches falling
on one day (April 2L4th.)




72.

a winter maximum is usual. Tutira Station and Puketitiri
bush have annuel rainfall figures»of nearly fif'ty inches.
This rugged natural terrain, with infertile soils

and ynrelieble rainfall, was not and could not be mastered
by the pioneer graziers withoot ynavoidable mistakes and
trial-and-srror methods of farmaing.

| Colenso, who was the first pakeha to use the Maori
track that ran between Napier and Taupo, 1h 48L7, described
the view inland from Te Pohue as 'most desolate --—- ﬁundred,
I may almost say 1000th's of little hills, of all shapes and
sizes and running to all points of compase were beneath our
feet - truly the picture of "a degert land and uninhabited“.‘2
Despite the unattractive elements such as heavy, erratic
rainfall, broken topography, ﬁoor pumice soiles and a cover
of either impenetrable forest or & wilderness of bracken fern,
Fitzgerald assured the Provinical Council that 8 survey through"
this country ‘'would open up a safe and practicable route for
driving all spare sheep and cattle to the Auckland market.'h
Auckland was a ready market for wool, mutton and grain, as
well as a source for building timber and fencing posts. Very
little produce was exported to Auckland by the overland track,
howaver. Unrest asmong the Taupo Maoris and fear among the
settlers about the Waikato War delayed construction of the
track. During the Hau Hau insurrection the few brave settlers
lived in a étate of fear and apprehension, and most of them
abandoned their new runs and hastily drove their stock south-
wards to Napier. Military etockades were erected by the

general government at Tarawera, Te Harcto, Titiokure and Runanga.

2 a.G. Bagnall and C.G. Petersen,
OE. Citl 1] p- 235

3 Brecken fern cover increased as
the hills ran out to the coast.
'Tuttirﬂ' p098

4 t400 years on the Napier-Taupo

¥
Road’, 1955. P-§ .8 Dinzoue [Ball 1955
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The track 1tself, as the only known route, proved invaluable
tn moving forces against Te Kooti. By 1874, a coach service
that replaced the alow bulléck wagons and drays commenced.

The service was originally that of a mail contract from Napier
to Auckland, &nd truly reflected the settlers' love of good
horses and Eﬁglish traditions”of former coaching days.

Horses were drowned, and coach and .ieam were often badly
bogged. The hazards of the Mohaka punt-ferry and the flooded
fords meant that many mail dellveries ﬁere very iate arriving
in Aupckland, or were abandoned. The narrow roads were csarved
out of precipitous clay or punicu hillsides. the plentiful
manuke scrib formed corduroy roads, the scrubby branches and
stems niled on top of one another, along the numerous patches
of bogs and sudden slips. It wag not until 1906 that the
newly formed Hawke's Bay Motor Company took over the mail
gservice and ran 8 regular passenger service through to
Auckland. The opening of hotels at Tarawera was connected‘

with clearing bush,and as travel overland to Auckland became

safer, regular and popular, the coastal route gradually

declined, though passenger and stock trade between Napiler,
Wairoa and Gisborne persisted until after 191L. River
orossings (across the Tutaekuri) at Puketapu and Rissington
(across the Mangaone) gave easier access for timbsr drays and
timber milling companies commenced working the tall stands of
totara and rimu trees at Te Pohuve and Puketitiri in 1880.

Tﬁe shortage of this timber continued, but supplies of sawn
timber became more plentiful as the ubiguitous builock wagons -
transported split battens, undressed timber and logs to the
outlying townships at Puketapu and Rissington. To-day,
deserted, dilapidated mills, piles of rotting sawdust and

untidy charred tree stumps show the way and the haste in

which the timber was removed. Moch of the timber for
building and fencing along the eastern edges of the Seventy-
Mile Bush was very inaccessible and could be removed only

after much labour by enterprising timber merchants. The




The

| development of the Napier-Taupo mail aervice,opgned up
moré bush areas for:settlement, and a proposal for an east
coast route for the Hain Trunk 1line illustrates clearly the
nature of this hill country just prior to settlement by
squatters and small farmers. |

With regard to the capabilities of the
country generally for supporting a line
passing through it (from Napier to Te

. Awamutu )}, I am afraid I cannot spesk
favourably.6 For the first sixteen miles
the 1line passés through good agricultural
country; but it is already falrly well
gerved with roads leeding to the railway
to Napier. I think it probable that a
branch line so far would be 2 success.
For the next sixteen miles the country 1is
so broken that only & small proportion of
it can be considered agricultural land;
and beyond this to sixty-cix miles the

i 1ine passes for forty miles through very

' rough country, which 1s coated frequently

with pumice and will apparently bear only
only thin stocking. The line will open
up about 120,000 acres of similar country
belonging to the Crown in Hawke's Bay.g

e T

The piroposal for this route for the line was not

adopted and a projected road to Wairoa was not completed

e e - —

until over twenty ysars 1ater.7 Bush felling and road

building continued apace, and with the ending of Te Kooti's

A e

Runholders with their merino flocks sougnt out the scattered
patches of native grasses and light fern country that they
had abandoned previously. Young men frow the Middle Island,
notebly Canterbury, moved northwards eager Ior new land to
fatten their sheep and run cattle. In no other area of

Havwke's Bay province was there such & variety of vegetation

6 G.P. Williams 'Report on Main Trunk Route'

188L4. p.98

7 H.B. Herald, April 1L, 1873 contained
a notice calliing for tenders for laying
a telegraph line from Napler to Wairoa.

e e e

Colonel ¥hitmore took up such land &t
Puketapu and Rissington for his services
at Omarunui and later.

2 This term was most frequently used in
Wellington papers at the time.

depredations rebel Maori land was confiscateﬂ,8 and settled.

9
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and soils to be mastered by the enthusiastic, venturesome,
if inexperienced, sheepmusn. The trials and fallures that
were encountered by these squatters form a distinctive phase
in the treusformation of this coqntry from a natural wildér-
neéa 40 a ‘pastoral fringe' ares.

B. The period of the ‘vush-kurn.’

vhen H. Guthrie-Smith took possession of Tutira's
64,140 acres in 1882, & depression from 1877 onwards had
caused earlier settlers to abandan their leases. Also; many
fapmers from the Middle Island encountefed land that was guite

different from the plains and downland of Centerbury and

Gtago.10 'It'very soon beceme evident that such drastic |
meagurss as gncontrolled firing of thé brackgn fern and futu.
and the concentrated grazing of merino sheep on the burnt-out
slopes and ridges and the painful slashing of manyka were,
unfortunately, NSCE8SATI'Y.

The SPORZY, POrous, aeh-1laden soils, burnt and
trampled on by stock vecame impoverished and infsrtile; gorse
and manuka recplaced the fern, tore the fleece and reduced the
sheep to 'skin and bone.’ It ﬁaa'only the low price of
sheep”1 that made grazing on the Tern fronds and stems that re-
appeared after each autumn burn, possible. If the burn was
insuffieientiy stocked the bracken fronds became inedible;
on such ground too heavily stocked, sheep lost condition. !
or, if the sown English grasses oflryegrass and white
clover failed to germinate, the process of burning, stock-
ing and sowing had io be repeated again next autiumn.

Only on the rare patches of clay and alluvium were the sow-
ings immediately suécesaful. Sudden rainfall stimulated
the regeneration of fern and manuka, delayed shearing
operations and encouraged weeds ahd scrab tﬁ compete with
the soWn Erasses. Moreover, the merino sheep wore not
10 gany runs in Hawke's Bay were advertived
in the 'Lyttleton Times' and '*The Press'
in the late 187C's ané early 1880's.
41 See H. Guthrie-Smith 'futira - The Story

of a New Zealand Sheep station.'

L
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Clifton Station homestead built during the 1870's when
high wool prices caused an expansion of the sheep industry.
Note the green background of English trees, a typical
feature of rmany homes on early establishcd runs.

Photo -

N.Z2. Geographer.

A typical 'bush-burn' north of Napier.
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Amid the smculdering ashes, grass seed i: sown and
fences erected. Blackened, charred logs are lelt to
rot.
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well suited to these conditions; they were highly strung,
light-framed, fine woolled enimals and, coming from drier
tussock regions, suffered from foot-rot. The introduction
of the Romney and 3o:der Lelicester breeds after 1890 improved
the carrying capacity of thése third-class runs.

Year after year,.the‘ridge tops, peéks and gullies
covered with 'illimitable wastes of fern', and manuka were
the scene of raging, roaring conflagrations as the battle
to produce wool and mutton from the virgin soils continued.
Scattered numbers of scraggy wethers proamed the blackened,
scorched hills seqking.out fresh grasses and tender ferm.roots.
Many stands of millable timber weré destroyed, with totara
posts for fencing needs much sought after. Access to the
timber at Puketitiri and Te Pohue vas poor. The original
weather-board hut with its 'clay fireplace and iron chimey'
remained a permanent land-mark on Tutira Station until af ter
1900. Scattered 'lean-to's, store houses and a dilepidated
stable gave evidence of former failures to farm Tutira.

When the benefits of refrigerétion were realised
the emphasis on breeding sheep for meat rather for wool
resulted in the gradual displacement of the Merino by Romney
and Southdown dual purpose sgheep. Many othef runs like
Tutira that were not resdily suited for such intensive grazing
and &SEﬁiﬁing also suffered very severely from indiscriminate
bush burning.12 After 1897, meny parts of the runs at Patoka,
Rissington and areas north of Puketitiri bush were abandoned
as lessees were elther defeated or chastened by the lessons
of reversion, erosion and depletion of soill cover. Not
until the benefits of improved communications, aerial top-
dressing and spraying and subdivision were developed, better

knowledge of soils obtained, could sheep farming profit from

2
1 As much totara and matai forest was

destroyed with the firing of the bracken,
the term 'bush burning' here includes
both tall forest and scrub.

e —

i




79.

the painful lessons experienced by the ploneers. It
would be unjust to claim that they were unenlightened

or mere ruthless exploiters of land. Neither they,

nor any other section of the pgople were aware of the
inherent limitations of the soils and carrying capacity
of the land. The climatic vagaries such as the hot dry
summer nor'westefly wihds and tﬁe‘éeverity of the heavy
rainfall had no parallel in any other region of the
country developed at this period. George Whitmore
introduced imported Lincoln sheep, Shorthorn and Hereford
cattle for beef on Rissington s,tation.13 and his_progressive
example was adopted by other settlers. It is true that
many of these 25,000 acre runs were unduly large for
efficient stock management but the gconomic need fgr

subdivision and closer settlement was uqt felt until about

1940 onwards and after the 1914-1918 war especlally.

Land Tenure.

The 1877 land Act made provision for taking up
pastoral land and so continued the aims of the Provincial
legislation. The miniéum price was £1 an acre and payments
could be made over fifteen years. The right of free-
holding land at end of & three 6r five year term wag made.

b made

Amendments to these clauses of the Act, in 1885,
provision for small grazing runs with a twenty-one year
‘Crown lesse. A low rental of 2i% on the capital value

of the 1lsnd was fixed from 13d per acre to 3d per acre rent.
Thus the settler was not required to sink his money in the
pufchase of land, nor was he requiredvto pay a high annual
rent. | ‘This manner of settlement of Crown land was

admirably suited to the bush country in northern Hawke's Bay.1?

15 'Farms and Stations of N.Z.'
Volume I. March, 1957.

1h Passed by John Ballance,

Minister of Lands.

15 A.J.H.R. 1888, Volume I. C-1, p.3.
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The motive for 1mpfoving the land with tbe change in
tenure from a license to a short term lease was important,
as the insecure nature of the license and the low sum

paid to the Crown for land in the 1850's, gave no incentive

to improve the land or to grow newly discovered cash crops.

Wool and the 'Inland Patea' track.

Though braéken fern persisted on the light, ash
swept hill country south of the Tutackuri-iangaone river,
the volcanic deposits were less promineht, being either
'blown or washed off' by wind and rain.16 It seems that
the manuka and bracken was much more scattered and the

soils were lighter and more susceptible to wind erosion

" than the more dissected country north of the Tutasekuri

river. By 1890 extensive runs ranging from 26,000 acres

to nearly 400,000 acres, and covering the headwaters of

the Rgaruroro river southwards, had besn taken up.
Canterbury capital was invested here, when the Studholme
family leased large sections of the Erewhon tuesock covered
plains. On the isolated, windswept Otupce plateau, short
leaseholds were developed during the boom times of the mid
1870's. Kuripapanga, at the foot of the Kaweka ranges
developed as an accommodation centre for the outgoing
bullock drays that had rapidly superseded the c¢lumsy shallow
drauvght punts on the Tutaekuri river. During the 1880's
this route was metalled and pack horses in torn replaced

the bullock drays. From the headwaters of the Rangitikei
and Ngaruroro rivers to Kuripspangs, the track then traversed
the windswept Blowhard station to Mangawhare woolahed nearby
where the wool was again loaded on to bullock wagons. The
wool was laboriously hauled along the track that crossed the

Tutaekurl several times before reaching the Inner Harbour.

16 Evidencs ofﬂRoyal Commiaéion on

the Sheep Industry of N.Z!: July

1948.  Volume 14-15.
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. ¢paction engines were used when thie track was reformed

and metalled after the 32,000 acre Tunanui station had‘

been subdivided after 1896. This new track was more

direct and allowed an easier outlet for wool than the
tortuous, precipitous ninety mile dray track. This new
track later became the Napier-Taihape highway which followed
fairly closely the original Inland-Patea wool rovtewsy.

The opening up of the Main Trunk Line in 1908 led to
clearance of the dense forest stends around Taihape and

so a new wool route to Wanganui for much of thie 1n§bcessible
country around the headwaters of the Rangitikei river was
opened. The decline of the Inland-Patea route was inevitable,
but this famous routeway for wool greatly increased Naplser

as & woocl exporting centre snd i1llustrated further the

need for a new breakwater and berthing facilities.

Though the deveiopment of this inaccesgible
country was not marked by the extensive and sometimes
indiscriminate 'bush-burns’ that characterised ploneer.
farming further north, much firing, and heavy sowing of
danthonia was practised all along the foothills of the
Rushine and Kaweka mountains. Rabbits from the Wairarapa
after 4880 added to the deterioration of the tussock and
bush and the difficulty of establishing white clover
pastures was further accentuated by the fallure of cocke~

foot to provide eufficient pasture in the late winter period.17

Indeed many of the distinctive problems of these back country
stations, such as Mangawhare, Glenross an&'deorangi, beyond
the pla1ns developed from the way in which the land was
settled. Land titles were poor, and before the 1885 and
1891 Iand Acts rentals were excessive. Overland rontes

for wool were almost non-existent and continued to be

17 Ivia. The introduction of subterrannean
clover on this light, rolling country in
1928 improved greatly the carrying cepacity
of the land during late winter and early
spring.

.‘/ _'I,
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neglected. Infestation by rabbits, deer and pigs increased
the difficulty of establishing English grasses and second
growth scrub was beginning to become widespread. Shortage

|
of timber and scarcity of seasonal labour has remained %o %

some extent every since.

o]

Farming on the Heretsunga Plains.

Cropping.

An immediate contrast between the plains and the

manuka, gorse covered steep hills to the north and west,

is the lack of large scale speculative buying of lana and
frenzied burningiand clearing of eswamp and rough pasture

on the plains at this period. The early benefits for
'sheep breeding and sbwing of pastures, resvlting from the
export of frozen mutton in 1884, were applicable to the

high country rather than the plains. For the conversion

of the plains from swamp and marsh by drainage and the use
of iime.to English pastures required large scale invesiment
of capital and energy which the runholders were not immed-
iately prepared to do. Also the current depression had
been caused partly by excessive rates et which money for
buying land and stock had bsen lent, and the resultant low
prices for wool and wheat were not conducive to draining
swamps and cutting toi-toi &nd raupo.18 - Since the purchase
of the Heretaunga Block in 1869 farming on the plains has
been closely interreleted with developmentron the surrounding
hills. The syndicate of seven who negqtiated the purchase '
owned extensive back country runs and it was due meinly to
thelr experience and initiative that the plains were sub-
divided for cropping. By 1890 the cu;iivgt#on of cash
crops was the dominant agricultural pursuit.  An English

observer coummenting on the inherent fertility of the drained

18 Wool was sold for as little as'

6d a 1b. and the export of wheat
to Australia was an unregulated
and speculative business as N.2Z.
wheat had to compete with high
quality Californiengrain. (H.B.
Herald).
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Heretaunga Street, Hastings, in 1886.

A AN

*atl
The expansion of the town, facing south.from Heretaunga
Street. The narrow main street, with old shops and houses
jostled together, were typical features of the layout prior

to 1931.
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The changing face of the towvn; Heretavnga Street in 1900.
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soils, noted that the 'ahuriri plains =-- favoured small
farmers by the relative ease with which artesian bores can
be sunk, so can irrigate land and water stock away from the
rivera.'19 Crops of oats were grown along the drier western
margins at Ngatﬁrawa and Fernhill. Yields were heavy,
ranging from twentysix to nearly thirty bushels pser aére.
Soft grained whsat was grown on the heavier clay soils on
the Karamu block and at Matahiwi (near Clive) and yields
also were heavy, fanging from t¥enty-eight and a half to
thirty bushels per acre. It appears that irrigation was
not necessary as the solls were «f heavy alluvium and the
periodic winter floods caused the water table over most of
the plains to be high, and artesian bores struck water at

a depth of only three to four feet. Much of the sowing

and harvesting of the wheat and oats was still continued

by the Macris, many of whom had not been dirsectly affected
by the social depression of the aftermath of the Maori Wars.
From their tidy pas at Fernhill, Omahu (Bridge pa) and
Waipatu they tendered their helf-acre crops, ploughed and
cultivated -the soll with all the skill taught to them by

the missionaries. On the block purchaeed by the syndicate,
the cropping was more advanced and carefully managed. Stud
farms at Karamu (race horses) and Primley (Romney sheep) end
Longlands (race horses) necessitated the careful growing of
oéts and barley for fodder purposes. At no time 4id the
cash cropping approach the giant, bonanza estates of the
plaine and ddwnland of Canterbury.20 Of the area of 85,000
acres of the Heretaunga plains only 965 acres were harvested

for wheat in 1890; the area for oats was 5141 acres and

19 A. Claydon. 'N.Z., Its Resources
and Industries. London, 1885 p.66.

20 At Longbeach, nearly 5,000 acres

were in crop.

=
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barley was 3462 acres. Within the whole province, the

greatest acreage ploughed; 7588 écrea. was for hay and as
the Heretaunga plains were, at this time, the most rapidly

' growing district of the province,22 in population snd crops,
cropping in the rest of the province was nearly negligible.
Low prices for wheat and scarcity of labour, despite the
natife'peOple, end the stiffening competition of Californian
grain were features that caused the wheat acreage to be
relatively stabls. Though flour mills were established at
Ngatarawa, Paki Paki and Havelock these served the local
requirements of the sheep graziers and urban dwellers, and
the export of grain from Napier after 1885 was extremely
small and ceased by 1800. On the other hand, acreages of
cats and barley incressed relative to wheat; these crops,
with hay, provided valuable green fodder in winter as fat
sheep and cattle necessary for the frozen meat trade were
driven Iin great mobs from the downland runs and the newly
acquired 'bush-burn' areas on to the flats for fattening.
Thus, though wheat was grown for cash by the natives, the
other two crops yielded an indirect prdfit eand prepared the

way for grassland farming.23

Stud farmsj

The association of this plains district with stud
farming of race horses and sheep was early established. As
the subdivision of the Heretaunga block proceeded during the
prosperous 'seventies, lMerino and later Ieicester and Romney
studs were founded. d.N. Williams, who'qwned Kereru station,
& run of thousands of acres, founded a Rdmney stud at Frimiey,
while d4.D. Ormond bred Clydesdale horées at.his 13G0 acre
Karamu farm for his various properties. By 1890 a racing

stud had been founded, and at Longlands the equally famous

21 H.B. Herald, 4pril 15,4889.

22 Hastings, in 1886 was pazetted as a borough
within ten years of its founding.

23 For the whoele province the acreage for oats
increased from 2911 acres in 1881 to 6603 acres
in 1890. The acreage for wheat fell from 2008
acrsee in 1881 to 1327 acres in 1890.




green foliage stretching across country that was feequently

dry, thinly stocked and weedy. 01d £lax swamps had disappear-

wheat and fodder cropping increased throughout the country.
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Sasanof Stud wae founded shortly afterwards- Intenaive
crops of wheat, oats and barley were grown in small paddocks
of ten to thirty scres, and shady English trees were planted
around the comfortable homesteads and red-painted stables

to provide shade and shelter for the prized animals. The
|

heavy, limestone so0ils near Havelock and the plentiful |

spring aend artesian water favoured greatly the healtby growth
of these studs. So another direct association in farm
development was provided by the foundation of breeding studs
on the plains for the expanding and changing sheep stations
within the region.

Over the plains the farming was of a very mixed
pattern. On the former swamp land south of Napier were many
small farms centred at Heeanee, Taradale, Puketapu and Omahu.
The sizes ranged from five and ten acre holdings to over thre
hundred acre farms, Wheat crops were localised to Clive,
Karsmu and near Maraekakaho; elsewhere paddocks of oats and
barley alternated with heavily stocked farms. The carrying
capacity of lang not liable to flood was five sheep to the
acre; Merinotewes and wethers were becoming scarce, Leicesten,
Lincoln and Romney breeds were Becoming more popular. The
secludéd character of the stud farms was distinctive; they
were neatly fenced, the paddocks closely grazed and well
watered. The recently planted Oak Avenuye leading to the

Karamu homestead was appearing as a picturssque belt of

ed and the land drained and sown in pasture or;erop. A

demand for raw fibre from twine—binding harvesters grew as

Despite the treansition from early sheep grazing to more
intensive cropping, much of the land was 8lovenly farmed.

Low squat shelterbelts of Pine and lawsonians hedges were
non—exiafent, only a few popléars .and willows were haphagardly

Planted for cover'during the prolonged summer drought.
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'Haystacks' were pitched together anyhow and unthatched,
harvesting implements were left uncovered,‘Docks and
Californian thistles spread and seeded rapidly and white
thisteldown was carried for many miles during the dry
weaterlies. Control of flooding was a serious problem

and discouraged any farmers tsking up land adj}acent to

kthe three rivers. Swamp grasses such as Indian dube,

twitch, brown niggerhead and tussock grew and seeded

where flood water had been and theaé grasses with the

811t deposite made Swamp ploughing and establishment of
pasture a difficult, costly undertaking. The low stop-
banks were proving ineffective and there was no controlling
authority for introducing flood relief schemes. Flood
risk, shortage ofllabour and low prices for wool and grain
were the main reasons for much of the apparently wasteful
and untidy farms that were spreading in every direction.
Much land on one side of the railway line was Maori owned
and their tribal owned plots were indifferently farmed and
their pas in a dilapidated, untidy condition. They no
longer possessed a Evropean market for their produvcts;

more of their land was being sold privately to enterprising
pakeha industrialists and farmerse and so they sought

employment as casuval, domestic and seasonsl labourers on

- sheep stations, urban homes and in processing industries.

American and Britieh visitors saw great prospects
for a wine and fruit industry on the plainse, one American
from California saw Hastings as a 'aecohd Los Angeles,'ah
1f a home trade in frozen fruit could be developed. A
'jam factory at Nelson had been started by an American'

and an ‘applée company had been opened in Auckland.'25

2k H.B. Herald. 25 February, 1889.

25 A. Glaydon. Op. Cit., p.126.
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Irrigation from artesien wells was 'cheap and gimple, "’
and the dry climate and mild coastal temperatures made
wine growing 'most suitable.' With true American
enthusiasm he likened the soil and climate to southern
Californien conditions and suggested that the 'formation
of a large co-operative’ concentration of 'areas for
growing one fruit, be it peaches, pears or tomatoes,’
and export the fruit home to ILondon 'when fruit in England
is scarce.'26 But insect and bird pests remained and no
laws for controlling weeds had been passed. Nevertheless
it sppeared that a fruit and wine industry 4id offer a
means of new employment, would diversify the economy of &
region still dependent largely on wool exports and would
cause land to be further settled and more efficiently farmed.
It was estimated that one acre of land could produce five
sheep or 10,000 pounds of fruit. Colenso also noted the
great transformation of the plains but he 4id not visuelise
further changes as suggested by overseas visitors.
I have often of late years asked myeelf
when contemplating from the hill (Scinde
Island) the rising township of Napier,
and the inland level graasy plains with
their many houses, gardens and improve-
menta, and the fast growing town of
Hastings, which of the two wonderful
alterations, or changes - the bullding
of the town of Napier, or the wonderful
transformation of those swamps -~ 1 con-
sldered the most surprising, and I have |,
always given it in favour of the plains.27
The transformetion of the original vegetation
cover by human occupence had been quite unforeseen and no
one fully predicted further changes that were likely to
alter ferming and the landscape. Remnanfs of the original
swamps and bush remained and the danger of floods remained

ever—-present.

26
H.B. Herald, 2% February, 1889.

27 Quoted from W. Colenso 'In Memorium'
by H. Hill 'On the H.B. Plain: Past
and Present' Trarssctions 1897, pp.515-531.
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Hastings and the plains.

By the time Hastings became a borough in 1886,
the development of the centre became intimately assoclated
with the expansion of farming on the surrounding plains.
With a borough asrea of 5,760 écres it became the 1grge$t
borough in New. Zealand and the lay=out of the town with
wide, right angle intersecting atreeta and quarter and half
‘acre residential sections contrasted sharply with confined,
nill clad lay-out of Wapier.: The establishment of the
freezing works at Tomoana in 188L and tne?saleyards at
Stortford Lodge in 1887 were two facets of the great commer-
cial and industrial enterprise that charﬁcterised every
stage of the town's outward growth from the railway station
and Post Office. Cheap residential and buildiﬁg sites
attracted firms to branch out from crowded Napiér, s0 that
from the outset the population growth of Hastings was
unplanned and spontanecus due to the twin faetors of a
crowded neighbouring centre and the rapid development of
processing industries associated with the mixed crop -

livestock tarming.

Napier and the Inner Harbour.

The growth of Napier was hindered by the reclama-
tion of the marshes and swamps around the southern margins
of the town. Thig development was handicapped by the
meandering, tortvous course of the Tutaekuri river across
the area known as Napier South before it emptied into the
Inner Harbour. Building space for shipping, industrial
and retail firms was thus restricted end the shopp;ng and
residential area of the town was beginﬁing to be character-
ised by the two and three storied concrete and wooden
bulldings set close together with overhanging verandahs.
Streets were narrow and winding, especially those connect-
ing the old port with the shopping area. Most of the
bush covered, limestone slopes of Scinde Island had been

cleared and bullt upon; and many retired farmers built
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A panoramic view of the western spit taken in the 1890's.
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Photo - Alexander Turnbull Library.

A glimpse of the old port taken when development of the
Outer Breakwater had commenced. Since the 1931 earthquake,
many factories and wool stores have been erected on former
1arsh land and silt flats.
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comfortable two storied mansions on the southward facing
slopes overlooking the vast sweep of swamp, 1agoon'and
cultivated land. H. Guthrie-Smith noted the great number
of commigsion sgents, land agents, speculators and
unsuccessful farmers that advised and ‘'helped' young
farmers eager for ﬁew countfy. The head offices of the
stock and station agencies were located in Napier and a&s
the northern terminus of the newly constructed Napler-
Wellington railway and the only port of the region and
province the town had acquired the role as an admlnistrative,
cultural and servicing centre. It became a borough 1in
1875 with a population of 3,500 and the growth thereafter
was slow until after 1900, when the growth of new industries
and housing was linked with the development of the outer
breakwater. ' |

By 1880, it had become fully apparent that the
port of the Innef Harbopr was inadequate to handle the
greatly increased supplies of wool from the Inland Patea
country and the export of frozen meat which was imminent.
Flooding of the Tutaekuril aggravated the sedimentation of
the Harbour and the tidal shingle bar made the maintenance
of an entrance channel increasingly difficult and costly.
Ocean-going cargo vessels and liners were needed then to
meet the increased volume of goods being exported, and so,
following a Royal Commission report in 41874 the Napier
Harbour Board was constituted by an Act of Parliament and
loans were raised for new construction work. Land around
the Inner Harbour was set aside as security and finally
in June 1893 the first vessel of 940 tone berthed at the
new breakwater. Ships now anchored out in the roadsted
and were lcaded by 1ightera; an expensive and rather
unsatisfactory procedure‘on~accoupt of the tidal swell,
heavy seas and rain damaging the wool and frozen carcases:
Tals new harbour scheme was s0 obviocusly suited to the

requirements'of the region that the Inner Harbour rapldly




fell into disrepalr and eventually became & yachting
harbour. In 1888 the newly formed North British and
Hawke's Bay Freezing Company opened their freezing works
on the western spit opposite the 'Iron Pot' and this
venture served the needs of many big station owners beyond
Okawa, laraekakaho and Riseington. Spacious wool stores
and scouring factories were beginning to appear along

this western shore of Napier and as the wool clips increased
ar more land was settled, the further role of Napier as

a leading crose bred wool selling and exporting centre in
the North Island commenced. It is interesting to note
further that one runholder proposed the construction of a
wharf for ocean-going vessels at Cape Kidnappers; this
suggestion was made in 1884 when the export of frozen meat

from Tomoana and Whekatu works had just started.

Conelusion.

Though the most spectacular and colourful aspect
of the region at this period was probably the bréaking in
of the poor, steep pumice country beyond Rissington and
Petane, a more subtle and enduring change was gradual
utilisation of potentially fertile plainms. The Maori
problem had receded and mixed farming had replaced sheep
grazing in areas over much of the flats. In fact, the
landscape fully revealed the transitional nature of the
farming, paddocks werc meee now subdivided, low hedges and
a few trees were appearing and well kept acres of wheat
and oatg varied with flocks of lambs and sheep. Houslng,
with a few exceptions, was scattersd and the farm sheds
were rather temporary looking structures though the wattle
and daudb building had disappeared. Only a few swamps .
remained but swamp grass and tussock 1llus;rated the fre-
quency of surface floeding and paucity of drainage channels.
Nevertheless the commonly held belief in Auckland that land

monopolists had and were discburaging cultivation’persisted

despite the fact that the first subdivision of the Heretaunga -

Block for housing purposes was facilitated by a well known
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sheep farmer from Havelock North, Thomas Tanner. AB

transport routes to Talhape and Wairoa increased and rail
haulage took over the transport of bulky goods, the rise
of both Napier and Hastings at the expense of the smaller
vehicle repair centres of Taradéle and Havelock North was
g discernible. Despite the shift in emphasis from sheep

{ breeding to fattening and mixed farming in some localities
1 such as the plains and the coastal country, pastoral farm-
| ing continued te be the dominant human activity of the
region. Many hills were ploughed and groﬁing tornips,
undulating stretches of downland were belng fenced and

gshelter belts planted. Alteréed conditions for sheep

o e 4 L

farming had caused these visual changes. Winter and

early spring crops were so needed for fattening sheep

but droughts killed the hastily sown English pastures and

{ : these had to be ploughed and resown. Indeed the farming

! was becoming more aciéntific and better managed, though
wool remained easlly the biggest single expoft. Sheep

é numbere in 1890 totalled 1,270,920 in the county.out of
2,589,594 for the whole province. The problem of dis-
posing of surplus atock by boiling down carcases on the
stations had been soclved and by 1890 fha droving of large
mobs of sheep and cattle from the western,hiils and coastal
country on to the plains had become & regular seasonal
phenomenon. A demand for breeding stock in the northern
Waikato and on the West Coast was being'felt;énd auction

f sales at Stortford Lodge were growing 1ﬁ:aizélgnd number.

.i' It may be said that by 1890 the individvality ;f the region
as a leading stock breeding and fattening rggiSA) 88 a

region of mixed farms, of small holdings, of diversified

landscapes, was:" beginning to appear.
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Deve lopmant of trapsport.

Loading wool on to a rowing boat from a bullock drawn
dray. The coastal vessel lies off-shore. This was a
comaron procedure ror all coastal stations until the 1920's.
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A wool clip arrives at a scouring Iactory. Here the
traction engine has replaced the bulloeck dray. (1906).
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A bullock waggon alongside a grain and produce shed,
Hastings. Note the railway track in the left foreground.
Firmg handling wool and grain were located alongside the
railwsy

Departure from Hastings for Taupo soon after the com-

01 a weekly coaching service in the 1890's.
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The Hastings railway station soon after the opening
in 187L.

Photo -
'Farms and
Stations of
B.Z:"

A bullock team leaving Otupae Station for Talhape with
wool in 1920 after the Main Trunk Railway was opened - A
gimilar journcy was made to Napier via the 'Inland-Patea’

route until 1908.
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CHAPTER VII.

Conclugion.

By the end of the century the economic deve}op—
ment and geographic settlement of both hills (including
downland) and plains hed become coptinuous and interrelated.
The pessing or the depression in 1893 was marked by an
upsurge of wool aﬁd grain prices; wool rose'by ag moch as
9d to 1/- per 1b. during the "war scare" years of 1896-1899-
The mure indirect benefits resulting from thq export of
frozen mutton appeared when the 1ands for Settlement Act
and the Greduvated Land Tax vwere passed by the Seddon.
Government in 1893. these two political measures increased
the dissolution of large estates in Central Hawke's Béy,1
and at Elsthorpe {(Buchanan Estate) though the decline of
the squatter was almost inevitable as the new changes,
guch &s gheep breeding, closer gtocking of subdivided
paddocks and resowing of worn out pastures were felt.
Further economic changes followed. The freezing of export
cheese and butter aided greatly the commencement of a
cheese factory at waiohiki and a butter factory at Hastings,
both being co-operatively managed. Similarly the develop-
ment of an export in fresh fruit from 1922 gave a rebirth
to the experimental orchard indusiry established at Frimley‘
and Greenmeadows twenty years earlier.2 Prospects of an
export of chilled beef in the mid 1930's had been fulfilled,
though shipments of chilled beef from Napieriremaiu very
low to-day, due to the technical aspects of killing ahd
processing aelecteﬁ carcasses and the long distances from
the london market. Meanwhile the 1914-1918 war caused

farm produce prices to rise and the settlement of ex-

! Mt. Vernon, Hatuma and Argyll Bstates
were subdivided for c¢loser settlement

by 1996- (3.¢. Wilson; 'History of H.B.'
p-238).

2 y1and Utilisation Report of the Heretaunga
Plains. D.S.1.R. Bull., No. 70, 1939,
p-71-
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servicemen caused further extensive holdings at Sherenden
(Tunanut Station), Glenross and Patoka to be purchased by the
Government and subdivided into 500 and 1000 acre farms.
gurface topdressing of pasture and the discovery of sub-
terrenean clover further benefited these newly subdivided
areas that suffered long droughts due to the frequency

of the dry'nor—'westers. The 1ong-r§cognised.déficiencies
present in the pumice soils were ended in 1935 with the
discovery and application of the trace-clements, cobalt and
super. Pinally, aserial topdressing after 194% and spray-
ing of noxiocus weeds have further improved the stochking
and pasturs wmanagement of farus.

Tese political and economic changes are truly
reflected in the landscape, communication and settlement
patterns of the region. The plains have continued, since
4900, to be the ‘hub' of the whole province. High stop-
banks erected after the disastrous 1897 flood, control the
plains courses of the three rivers, and this regrettably
partial solution of the flocod problem has facilitated the
growing of cash crops. Fruit orchards were established at
Pakowhal, Haveleck North, Twyford and Greenmeadowe after
1920, and the optimistic prophecies of the Californian fruit
grower were duly fulfilled, though not perhaps on the scale
he envisaged. To~day there are approximately 3,000 acres
planted in stone and pip fruits, including 150 acres in small
fruits. The location of these fruit-growing areas on the
sandy and silty soils that have a uniform mater table is
atriking and well illustrates tﬁe need for investigation of
guch paysical aspects as soll drainage, frost free areas,
sunny bhill slopes. In 193%% a new canning factory was opened
adjacent to the railway line, a few hundred yards north of
the railway station (Hastings.) The lessons learnt from the
operation of the old canning factory near the Frimley home-

stead were applied and the induvei{ry was aecurely@&unded.3

3 In 41905 the first canning tactory was opened

by J.N. Williams of Frimley, near the site of
T £ O ananint Waacrnt +a1 T+ maapead
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Peas as a cash crop were first grown on & silt-covered

area of forty acres, also at Pakowhai, in 1934 just after

the canning factory was opened. The area grew to over

4,000 acres in the 195L-55 seagon and is a suitable rotation
crop with grass seed. Along with fruit, these are two main
cash crops grown on the Heretaunga plains, and the rapid
growth of these three crops i1llustrate well the fertile}

811t and loam soils, sunshine and low humidity,_that aid

the quick growth and maturing of thesse cropa.h Though a
tobaceco factory was built close to Port Ahuriri, an attempt
to establish a 100 acre tobacco farm at Haumoana failed due
primarily to the high expenées necessary for the special
treatment of the leaf. The factory now uees an imported
HMotuecka leaf. Dairying, in contrast to the r;se of cropping
and fruit growing, declined and came to be restricted to the
heavier clay soils at Farndon and Raupare. Town milk supply
rather than butter and cheese exports is the main outlet

for these farms.

But the most effective change in land use and
population employment has been the widespread expansion of
fat lamb and sheep fattening. Though three freezing works
had been established by 1900, the intensity of the develop-
ment of sheep fgttening was unheralded. The plains, with
medifications such as drainage and liming, were greatly
suited for growing long rotation ryegrass, white eclover
pastures. The development of road transport after 1920,
the summer and sutumn droughts experienced on much of the
hill country, the Stortford ILodge Saleyards and the Napier
Port were factors that caused the concentration of the

of the handling and killing of stock to be at Tomoana and

h In the 1954~55 season the output of
canned fruit and vegetables was
35,000,000 cans.
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Wnakatu freezing works. With the decline of the Inner
~H;rbour and the break up of large runs, the North EBritish
and Hawke's Bay Freezing Company's works at the western
spit were closed down and the newly founded freezing works
ai Paki Paki were destroyed in the 1934 earthquake and were
not rebuilt.5 The growth of the Tomoana and Whakatu works
has continued steadily; to-day for the 1956-57 killing
season the two works kill 26,000 lambs daily and export
over 100,000,000 lbs. of lamb and mutton, the largest in

New Zealand. The rise of Napler as the.country's leading

cross-~bred wool selliﬁg centre was hastened by the extension
of the outer breakwater and the concentrﬁtion of stock
handling on the plains. Much of the stock to be fattened
come from the later developed, rougher, steeper country at
Patoka, Rissington anﬁ Kaiwaka. Elsewhere on the hills

and downland most of the lambs and younger shaeﬁ are fattened
on the now aerially topdressed pastures and sent directly

to the works. Though this change in stock disposal has
tendered to blur the economic interrelation between hill

and plain, the movement of store sheep and cattle to the
flate is still significant.

To-day only a few acres of oats anﬁ barley are
grown, 8 remnant of an‘era when grain cropping and wool
clips were slowly changing the character of the plains.6
Since that period the character of the plains has again
been greatly altered by man. The sudden spring grbwth of
the green pastures give way to a dull yellow appearance of
late summer, an appearance formed frbm intengive étocking

of the succulent pastures, high yields per acre of peas

5 These were opened in 1905.

6 Wheat growing has vanished from this

district, due chiefly to other conm-
petitive forms of farming, the
variability of the soils (being too
'heavy' or silt laden so causing a
rank growth of the seed heads).and
the variable late summer rains.



Small modern homes characterise rehabllitation
settlement farms. A view of a new home in the
Raukawa valley, on a 500 acre holdiag.

Rows of poplars planted as a flood control
scheme, stand out against the dry summer pastures.
A view of the plains near the Tomoana freezing
works.

10k,
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and perennial grass seed recently harvested.7 Against this
all-prevailing appearsnce, small paddocks of bright green
lucerne appear as a distinct contrast. Tall rows of green
poplar trees dominate the landscape around Tomoana freezing
works, a reminder of a period when stopbanks and shelter
belte of trees were absent from ravaging flood waters.
Westward the poplar rows are replaced by low set, trimmed
hedges and young pinus radiata trees, while along streesms
and drains, shady greesn willow trees prov;de an attractive
contrast. Neat, well kept modern homes alongside fruit
sheds, milking sheds, hay barns or small woolsheds illustrate
the varied and prosperous patterns of farming. In contrast
to these modern, well kept dwellings are large, old two
storied homes surrounded by lawns and specles of English
trees, a reminder of the role the squatters played in the
opening up of the plains.®* The most famous and typicsal
of these mansions are found at Tomoana (W. Nelson, Waikoko
Gardens), Karamu, Flaxmere (W. Russell) and Frimley.8

Though road transport had played an important role
in opening up areas subdivided after:1918 and 1945, the
railwvay has been a favoured site for the location of pro-
cessing and light manufacturing industries. Wool scouring
viorks, timber treatment plants, super-phosphate works, (opened
in 1953) and recently a quick-freezing vegetable processing
factory are located with the freezing works.along the Napier-
Hestings railway route. The handling of bulky goods such
as timber, wool, grain and super influenced the location
of these industries, which in turn have tended to attract

urban housing so causing a pattern of 'ribbon deve lopment. '

7

Yields per acre of grass seed average
497.09 1bs.

8

Hany of these squatters were keen race-
horse stud breeders. ! Polo grounde are
located near the Flaxmere, and Hastings
is the only New Zealand secondary town
with a racecourse within the City boundary.
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The Napler-Hastings Main Highway nonetheless handles a
greater volume of passenger, freight and business traffic and
thé smooth concrete highway passes through country that 13"
both picturesque and varied. The outwards sprawl of
Hastings, mainly in a westerly and northerly direction,

has lead to intensive marketing gardening and the cultivation
of small fruits replacing dairying and stock breeding.

Strips of strawberries and raspberries, rows of potatoes;
tomatoes and asparagus lie interspersed with new housing

and small factories. _ This aspect of urban growth presents
serious problems of the allocation of land for competing
claims, a direct result of the founding and rapid growth

of the town on the plains. To-day, no vestiges of the
original condition of the plains appear; the transformation
of this tidal bound, swamp covered, low lylng area to a
thriving, intensively farmed area has been realised.

The transformation of the.hill country, commencing
at an earlier period, has been slower and less spectacular.
The conversion of the poor native grassed, bracken clad
hills to long rotation rye grase, white clover pastures was
achieved with varying success and gave rise to a number of
new problems. The coastal country was most readily
developed, then northern and interior western hill country
developed into sheep breeding end fattening country only
after hazardous trial-and-error bush burns. The difficult
autumn droughts lead to the sowing of crops of turnips and
swedes, and later of rape and chou-mocellier. As crawler
and wheel tractors were introduced, the ploughing of the -
~easier rolling country for sowing of root crops for fodder
increased. Cn hill slopes too steep for ploughing, ugly
yellow scars from slipping and wind erosion soon appeared,
an appearance thaet was very stiriking in Rissington, Patoka
and in the Esk Valley after the destructive 1938 floods.

One reason for the severity of the floocding of the Tutaekuri
river lies in the severe erosion of the headwaters of the

river and its two tributaries, the Mangaone and langatvtuo
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rivers. Deer and rabbits 8s well as burning have been
potent destroying agents of cover that was often unwiéely
removed. Clumps of pines now appear on many steep slopes
that had been cleared by burning. It is true that once
the runs had been burned off and sown they were either
bought outright or the lease renewed. Much speculation
of this buying and selling accompanied the clearance of
the bush and much marginal land reverted to native bush
and scrub. Cattle for controlling the trampled,-burnt'
scrub and preventing reversion increagsed in numbers and
the greatest density of cattle numbers in the region is
found on this newly-won second and third class pill coantry.
Against the problems of s0ll erosion and slumping may be
set the benefits for farm management of aerial topdressing
and spraying, new drought resistant grasses and crops

and the introcduction of manuka blight.

On better class land the prosperity which has
resulted from these comparatively recent ferming practices
has tended to inflate land values to two or three times
the Governmsent valuation. Expensive xbeex farming country
has become a new phenomenon in thie region since 1945 and
highlights the controversial methods employed by the original
squatters of the 1850's in acqﬁiring and farming much of
the hill country.9 On country subdivided by the Government,
modern well kept farm houses and stockyards are distinct
from the o0ld woolshedsa, dray trackse and old fashioned home-
steads; these latter features endure as a reminder of an era
completely different from sheep farming to-day, an era of
small capital outlay, quick returns and cheap pasturage of
livestock. At Patangata, Kuripapanga and Puketapu, all

being early townships associated with river communication,

9 Some of the coastal country is still
Maori leasehold and is often indiffer-
ently farmed. Properties increase in
slze {0 5,000 acres south of Waimarama
and absentee ownership of land hinders
further improvements. '
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stand old, near deserted hotels with large holding paddocks -
nearby and tethering posts for pack-horses and horse drawn
coaches, poignant vestiges of an era characterised by hard-

ship, sélf sacrifice and opportunism.

In Retrospect.

Improved communications have been a basic factor
in breaking down tﬁe isolation of the region with other
parts of the North Island snd in linking economically the
separately-developed'areas of hill and plain. The trader
and the grazier, once he had settled at the estuary or had
staked out his claim for a run from the bracken or bush,
experienced an 1soiated and self-centred existence. Over-
land travel was restricted to rivers and along the sea coast,
and the change in travel from canoes to the 'bullockies' to
the pack horse to the coach caused the problems of isolation
to recede from an absolute level to a relative level. For
8s roed and rail communications with Gisborne, Palmerston
North and Welllngton followed routeways used by Maori .
tribesmen and early explorers the region faced inwards to
the thriving twin centres of Napler and Hastings and out-
wards to both Auckland and Wellington5 Yet relatively
speaking, communications are still sometimes precarious as
frequent slips are experienced in the.Manawatu Gorge and
along the coast south of Wairoa. The Napier-Taupo Main
Highway has remained a fairly tortuoqs and winding route,
while the Napier-Taihape route has béen rarely used since
the last war. . | | .

The region in fact accuratelﬁ mirro}s the political
and economic ascendancy wbich passed from the. South Island to

the North Island by 41900. 10: The early explorers and traders

See K.B. Cumberland. and R. P, Hargreaves
'%1ddle Island Ascendanti . N.Z. in 1884,
Part Iz, N.Z. Geog- Vo’l x ’ NO- ,2’
Oct." 7955, pe118." . | -




accurately prophesied the future of the region. But

only after hard, pioneering endeavour, racial strife and
setbacks from floods and earthquakes did the region becoms
renowned for the fertile, prosperous, varied landscape of
to-day. It is from the past develobment that this region
derives s0 much of 1ts di§erse contemporary character.
From primitive agriculture the region paased‘to an economy
of extensive pastoralism; from this sheep rearing economy
& livelihood of sheep fattening and grain cropping emerged;
infrequent sea communications were peplaced by an intensive
road and rail network. So the region has entirely lost
1ts primitive, essentially simple character of bush, slow
flowing rivers, native swamp and a sedentary Maori popula-

tion within a space of one hundred years.
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APPENDIX A.

Vegetation and human occupance.

The great extent of bracken fern and manuxa along

the hills and plains of the east coast is of leading geographic

significance prior to and during European settlement. The
question of how this sub-climax, fire-induced cover came to
occupy hitherto forested areas may be briefly examined here.
For fire seems to have been the main destructive weapon of
the virgin bush; whether caused by Maori cultivation,
climatic changes, or early European 1s not so clear.

Modern research on scil composition reveals that
until recent times, the region was primordially forest clad.1
Aiong the higher western foothills, mixed rain forest'has
been nearly entirely replaced by a mixed tussock, alpine
scrub cover. Further neorth on the exténsive pumice
plateaux, Nothofagus forest, predominantly of mountain beech,
has also been replaced by tussock and mountain flax. Fires
caused by ash showers from the volcanic.plateau have been
suggested for causing this change. To~day the extent of
the tuesock is believed to have lessened and the present
cover of stunted scrub, bracken and occasional tussocks
extend from the Wakarara range north eastwards to near the
coast.

On the coastal hills, interference by Maﬁri
gsettlement is believed to have caused the bracken to replace
an earller cover, probably of light totara,forest..2 Bracken
fern is further believed to represent a gradual evolution
of vegetation to forest. Likewise, on the Heretaunga
plains, raupo swamp grew on pent remains of swamp forest.
The solitary clumps of white pine former}y at Mangateretere

and Pakowhal would suggest that the plains were originally

1 Annual Report D.S.I.R., 1936, p.lLb.
2

'Soils and some related agricultural
aspects of mid H.B., D.5.T.R. No. 94,
1947, pp. 33-36.




covered in f'orest before the ares became a swamp.

To what extent was firing responsible for these
changes? Elsdon Best and other iaori authorities believe
that the 'firing-out' technigues as practised by the Maor;
cultivator were small scale and highly locelised. Elaborate
rites and venerated traditions ensured the preservation of .
tall forest stands of both beech and rimu trees.3 Not only
were these trees difficult to fell, owing to the lack of
metal too}a, but anclent myths brought from Tahiti meant
that fully matured species could be used only for special
N

needs such as csnoe building. Agein these forests were

the habitat of wild game (rats, pigeons, kiwl) and were
food reserves.

It was along the forest fringes that most of the
burning took place. Best describea two methods of forest
clearing, the 'hapal tu' where e2ll timber that would not
burn was laborlously removed, and the oldsr, more widespreéd
"aptara' method, where the csnopy trees were left standing

and the undergrowth cut and burnt after the kumera seed had

5

been planted. The fern root also was also an important

food,

The 'tawahe aruhe' or digging spots for
fern root were fired at intervals of three
to five years, thus destroying the -shrubs .
and fern tops, (and also checking the
regeneration to forest). Finer and more
palatable roots would then grow and after
digging they were available as food, being
used especially as travel rations, though
often as staple diet.g

3 Thesge species were often found together,
though beech prevailed on higher faces.

4 g, Best: 'land of Tara,' Pt. II Jdur.
of Poly. Society, 1918. '

5 E. Best: 'The Haori' Volume II, p.375

6 E. Best: 'Maori Agriculture.' Dominion
Museum Bulletin 1942,
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From this description, it wouid seem that burning

of fern was widespresd, particularly as tribal wars
necessitated burning and stumping Qf virgin country.7
Abandonment of tribal lands after three or four years
cropping thus increased the invasion éf second growth,
whether. caused by soll 1mpo#erishmant, persistent warfare
or over-pépulation.8 Both Dieffenbach and J.C. Bidwill
noticed this reliance on burning fdr cultivation, a
reliance that definitely ;ncreased with the introduction

of new crops and weapons for war by European traders.

It 18 evident that forest has at some former
period covered a greater extent of land in
the neighbourhood of Taupo than it does now;
it does not appear to have been destroyed by

" volcanic eruption, but by fires kindled by
natives in order to clear the ground for the
purpose of cultivation.g

J.C. Bidwill similarly described the replacement

of fern around Taupo by an open tussock cover; this change

was increased by the replacement of the kumera by the potato,10

a plant that could be grown on poorer soils and in frosty
areas. Potato cultivations were abandoned after three
years cultivation, and often fires were 1lit carelessly and
became uncontrollable, a feature that Colenso hoticea
several times.'! Though Lake Taupo was & favoﬁred area
for settlement by Maoris, the hinterland became & barren

waste of tussock, and the freguent invasions of the East

7 E. Best: 'Land of Tara.' Pt. IV. Journ.
of Poly. Society, 1918, p.107.

8 A.P. Vayda: 'Maori Conqueste in relation
to N.Z. environment.' Journ. of Poly.
Society, Sept. 1956, pp.204-212.

9 E. Dieffenbach: 'Travels in New Zealand’
Vol. I London, 1843, p.366.

10 7.c. Bidwill: ‘Rambles in New Zealand'
1839, pp.66-67.

1t a6, Bagnall and C.G. Petersen,

Op. Cit. p.2u6.
Ibid. p.226
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coast by Taupo tribes can be understood. Both D'Urville
end Cook noticed the fregquent coluvmns of smoke and fire
observed along the coast; many fires seemed to be untended
and caused widespread destruction.
Such events, wrote Colensc are quite common -

and 'tis marvellous to see how quietly the

natives bear thelir losses - which are often

very heavy.

Early surveyors, such as Rochfort,12 comment on
the numerous clearings in the 8eventy lile Bush and the
near extinguished native tracks that ran through the once
virgin bush. o

Nevertheless, allowing for the widespread firing
of foresfa by natives, otﬁer causes for the depletion of
the forest cover remain. There is increasing evilence
tbét climate became colder and drier since the last Ice Age.
Holloway believes‘that inland podocarb forests covered greaf
areas now occupied by grasslanda.13 He suggests that they
were deatroyed by fire after they had become unstable
"following' climatic change.' The successional type should
have been sub-continental Nothofegus forest. This has
occurred apparently in Westland. In the North Island,

however, large areas developed to sub-climex grassland

(Danthonia rauolil) until “°®.  {nterference caused

Leptospermum to spread. ‘The pre-Kuropsan expanses of
tussock on the Ruataniwha plains may have been caused in-
this way. It would appear then that in any adjustment of
vegetation to climatic changes, podocarp forest would be
immediately affected. Buried stumps and fotara logs on

Tutira Station and on coastal areas south of Napier indicate

12 ' Burveyan!
J. Rochfort: ‘Adventoures of a-Burveyor'
1853, pp.33-U45.

13.11T.Holloway: 'Ecological Investigations

1n the Nothofagus Forests in New Zealand!
N.Z. Jour. of Porestry, Vol. X 1943, No. 5

pp. LO4~L41.
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1

the presence of former forest. As totara was (and is)
found on drier, lighter solls, a drying of the climate
would affect this specles initially. HMoa remsins in inland

15

Canterbury have been linked, - by examination of soil

profiles and radio carbon analysis of beech-foreat remmants,

to a definite change in climate in past glaciagmfﬁgfskliﬂr

A similar change from forest to tussock occurred, in the
Ruahines, where a fully matured Rimu tree took thres hundred
years to grow. Pollen analysis of peat shows traces of
Reporoa Bog on the north Rushines at LOOO feet, an area now

in open tussock. Thus the crest of the Rushines was once
forssted, so the climate has most likely become colder since.17
(Rimu forest does not regenerate a8 their own seedlings will
not flourish under its own shelter, so ancther forest grows).
Volcanic eruptions have obscured evidence of early vegetation
patterns, though 1t is possible that ash showers from the
southern end of the volcanic plateau, when swept by foehn-
like westerly winds, could have caused fires on the dry,
pumice plateaux around Taupo.18 Local rumours of big fires
on the Kaweka ranges may be related to these ash fires and

to forest remnante on Tutirs.

The difficulty experienced in clearing by fire

the spongy, matted cover of fern and bush on Tutira during

?h Soils and some related agricultural
aspects of mid H.B. D.S.I.R. Bull.
No. 9L, 1947, pp-33-36.

15 R. Duff:  'Moa Hunter period of Maori
Culture.'

16 R. Speight: ‘'Pogt-Glacial Changes of

Canterbury.' Trans. & Proc. of N.Z.
Inst., Vol. 43, 1910, pp.405-420.

17 §.1. Elder: 'The Vegetation of H.B, in
1848, "

18 k,B. Cumberland: 'Soil KErosion in N.Z.'
1944, p. 152. ‘




115.

the ‘bush-burn' era would imply that large-scale Maori

burns for clearing forest were unlikely. Further inveati-
gation is necessary before a definite correlation between
the depletion of podocarp forest and a drying of clihate

can be establisned. Tocal influences such as geomorphologicsl
accidents, soll profiles, sunny and shady slopes would have
to be considered; a task beyond the scope of this section.
Though ba%} Canterbury and Hawke's Bay experience aimilaf.
climates, the open ezpanse of tussock plains and shingle
river beds of the Canterbury plains did not entirely re-
semble the undulating, fern covered hills and swampy low-
lands of mid Hawke's Bay, though similar tussock grew on

the Ruataniwha plains. The comparative ease with which
large runs .were taken up in Canterbury may be contrasted

to the difficulties in Hawke's Bay encountered by the early
runbholders, of illimitable stretches of bracken fern and |

manuka along.the coast and inland.

13 Here the term is used for the
Napier Hastings region.




APPENDIX B.

'Separation of ¢he H.B. District from the Province of

Wellington® 1858.

Petition of the settlers ofAthe District of H.B.

By last ceneus, March 18%57.

Egﬁ?t%op. 982.
Sheep 130,668
Horses 382 :
Cattle 3081 - all together worth £200,000 |

Wool 5009006.1hs. .o .s £ 23,000 o
Wneat (principally for Port of |
~ Auckland) ) £ 4,500 : |
Maize and potatoes | £ 800
- 011 and bone fisheries at N. end
of bay £ 2,500
Wethers exported to Auckland £ 1,500 (probably)
Total value £ 44,300

e g et s

Customs receipts from Spirits and Tobacco - £2,000
1855 é‘Napier declared a port of Entry.

Returns. Sales of Land to 31 Decr.1857.'the proceeds from
its Land Sales am't to £L44,000 in cash and scripe.

Lend assesaments and Pasture Licenses - £2,000.

Proceeds from lLand Sold at_the Land Office, Napier.

Napier: March - Decr. 1856 £2,195 cash, Scrip - 3,284 ac.
" 1857 £17,622 "t 2,432 °

Wellington:" " " £ 4,600 " " 1,200 "

and most of thie was exercised in town and suburban purchesesg

Customs: 185% £ 235 -~ For half yr.
1856 £ 840
1857 £1408
£21483

— - —
441

To end of 1857 - Land £46,000
Customs {(Napier) 2,L83
Add duties elsewhere 2,483

£50,966

. — .
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Wellington Ahurirj
Public buildings £ 1,500 £ 200
Roads, bridges etc. £49,605 - £1,000

For this the sum of £1000 was never spent (on the

Ruataniwha Road).

Only 8 small amount of 35060.- been spent on this
road while, of the £20,000 voted for a road through 4o Mile
Bush - ¥ would be charged against Ahuriri.

Neglect of Hawke's Bay's interests by Well.
Provincial Council. See Earl Grey 'The Col. Policy of the
Admin. of L.J. Russell'.

'The effect, therefore, of making over these funds
(from the Sales of Lands) to the Local Legislatures, would
be to place the money at the disposal, not of those from
whose contributions it is derived, but of the inhabs. of
the Col. Capitals, who, it.might be feared, would apply
it to objects in which they are themselves interested,

rather than for the benefit of the contributors.'
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APPENDIX C.

The founding of Hastings.

Individual opportunism and direct Go#ernment
pPlanning were together the cause for Hastings being founded
on the centre of the fertile Heretaunga plains.

Under clauses 17 and 20 of Vogel's 'Immigratien
and Public Works Act'of 1870, waste lands were to be set
aside as security for railway worksc and organised aettlemenpsL
Such lande were to be set aside by the Provincial Councils,
who were to decide where the railways were to be cited and
what class of immigrant was most suited to the needs of the
particular province. J.D. Ormond, SBuperintendent of Hawke's
Bay from 1869 to 1876, was greatly interested in promoting
immigration schemes &8s a means of opening up new areas ‘and
- he fully supported Vogel's scheme. It is significant that
Hawke's Bay was the only North Island province prepared to
set aslde land as security for railway works.' Before Vogei's
scheme, Ormond was preparing a scheme to open up areas in
the Seventy Mile Bush for settlement by carefully selected
immigrants. Scattered settlements had grown along the
edge of the bush and Ormond proposed to have the railwvay
bullt through the bush fringes, so opening up areas in the
Forty Mile Bush and hill land ad jacent to the Ruataniwha
plain.2 It seems that the railway was certain to be built
across the Ahurin;plains in order to link these areas with
Napler.

I would suggest --- a start in the railroad
works that will eventually connect Napier

and Wellington should be made, and the portion
of the railroad from Napier to Paki Paki

through the Ahuriri plains be contracted for ---,
The line between the points will be a dead level,
would run through one of the very richest die-

tricts --- and at Paki Paki would meet the entire
trade of the inland districts of this Province. 3

1 B.a. Coxon: 'Hawke's Eav under Provincial
Government.' Unpublished thesis 1940, p.58.

2 The Nuhaka and Mohaka klocks were the other
blocks purchased within Hawke's Bay. :

9+3.D. Ormond to Hon. . Gisborne, Deck.5, 1870.
A-J.H.R. 1873 (P-3)




The Provincial Council soon afterwards set aside the block
of 20,000 acres at the 'foot of the Ruahines' for the con-
struction of the 1line from Napier, and so surveya commenced.
There was much discussion over the most likely
route across the plains. Firstly, an inland line from Port
" Ahuriri across the Meeanee mud flats towards Puketapu and
Papakura was surveyed. Though shorter than the eoéstal
route through Pakowhai and Karamu, mich of the land was flood-
ed and raised difficult engineering problems of water levels
and bridge maintenance.h ) ‘
The coastal route from Napieré township neceseitated
two bridges over the Ngaruroro river, one over the new river
course near Pakowhal and the second one over the abandoned

river bed. Not only was this a safer route, but it passed

through agricultural country that would imply more profitable
returns.s The proposed Meeanee-Taradale line passed through
grazing countfy,B‘and 80 would bring lower returns. Thus the
coastal line along the shingle spit and through Pakoﬁhai was
adopted as the safer and more economical route.

There were many objections to continuing the line
from Karamy junction eastwards to the Middle Road to Patangata
and Waipukurau. Near Patangata, much of the hill country was
scrub-covered and very broken. Though the main road southe
wards passed through Have;ock North, the tortucus course it
pursued offered few possibdlities for a railwsy track. On
the other hand, a éontinuation of the line south thfough
Paki Peki and the Te Aute swamp forest region wculdxbpen up
more land and the bush would Facilitate thé construction’ of
the line. Aleo,.tpis central line would be much neafer to
the newly acquired settlements in the Ruahines and the Forty
Mile Bush. The .original idea of the Provineial Council
was to run the line from Napier south-westwards through the

now-surveyed town of Hampden just west of Waipawa.

Line A (Napier-Karamu)} --- 12 miles 6 chains.
Line B (Port Ahuriti-Karamu) -- 12 miles 22 chains.

b A.J.H.R. 1871, Vol. Y. D-6M
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The basic 1dea in building & line through to
Hampden was to link up the newly opened settlements in the
Forty Mile Bush with Napler, & scheme much favoured by the
original sponsor of the immigration schems, the Honourable
J«D. Ormond. Hampden at this time was the mosf northerly
of the neﬁly surveyed townships appgaring albng the edge of
the impenetrable bush. When this scheme was tucned down by
the englineers, the more direct route aeroes the plains was
finally adopted. _

Since the great flood of 1867 it was assumed by
local pecple that the line would pass through Havelock North

and skirt the margins of the swampy plains. Though there
were rumours of opposition to this scheme by runholders who
feared that subdivision of their lend might follow, there

was generally widespread indifference as to which route the
proposed line would take. One can readily appréciate the
opportunism with which Ffﬁncis Hicks offered sections free

to the Government for a station. The acceptance of this
offer enabled Hicks to sell nearby sections at £56 an acre,
for these sites would have been white elephants without the
nearby railwsy station. Thus, once the. township was founded,
the natural fertility of the plains,; the railway and the
nearby port continued to establish its future. Politicél
opinion in Wellington at the time favoured the cheapest and
most direct route , and the sudden rise in wool and grain
prices in 1870 and 1874 was conducive to speculation in land
buying and selling. It is doubtful whether Hicks realised
the deeper implications of.his'action, and no-one else éﬁvisaged,
a8 bright future for the town. It is unlikely, however, that
Havelock North alone would have remained a thriving town while
the plains were being drained, subdivided ahd cultivated.

The township would have spread on to the plains, and had the
station been sited in the town it would have been most incon-
veniently placed for the boiling down works recently completed
on the banks of the Ngaruroro river at Whakatu. The founding

of Hastings was unique but not necessarily inevitable, though
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political and economic factors at this time tended to favouh

the siting of a raillway and township in the centre of the
plains.
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APPENDIX D.

Ploods and river control.

One of the most striking aspects of human settle~ -
ment in this littoral region is the freguency and s&verity |
of flooding on the plains. Thé Heretaunga Plains have been
built up of mainly detritus brought down from the central
highland mass by the three main rivers of the region, the
Ngaruroro, Tutaekuri and Tuki Tuki. As we have n?‘written
records of the scale and variety of material deposited on
the flats before human occupance, it is difficult to determine
‘to what extent man by his grazing, burning and clearing
activities has accentuated this natural pheﬂomenon of alluvial :
aggradation. As Colenso ruefully noted, floodé of up to
8lx feet swept over the floor of his raised mission house
et Waitangi, and to the Maoris floods on the plaine seemed
to have occurred with near seasonal regularity.1

The first important flood recorded during white
settlement on the plains occurred in May 4867,.when, in four
days, fifteen inches of rain fell. The heavy falls followed.
a4 prolonged spell of fine autumn weather and a well-defined
shingle bar hindered free outlets for the rivers. Moreover,
the raupo swamps and flax covering much of the plains re-
stricted the onrush of the rivers. So flood waters spilled
over the levees at Roy's Hill and the Ngaruroro took a new
course via Fernhill and Pakowhai to the sea, asbandoning the
meandering, tortuous bed- that it had previously followed.
From the Raukawa hills to the Inner Harbour the panorama
showed a vast, swirling, eddying mass of water and silt
deposits of four feet in depth covering many areas. A
number of reasons produced this severe disaster, namely,
heavy easterly rainfall producing flood waters in the catch-
ments of the three rivers, a period of dry weather preceding

the rain causing swift, degrading streams, a pronounced

o

1 Greyland 'New Zealand Disasters' 1957. p-* -




123.
shingle bar that caused the river mouths to comstrict and V
change, an absence of stopbanks on the plains so causing
rivera‘to spill over the surrounding countryside. The
losses to native and European livestock (the plains were leased
at thé time by graziers, so posing the awkward guestion wbo
was to pay for the damage?) and property, especially for
Clive, were unestimated, but ran into many thousands of pounds
worth.

A8 the plains became more and more settled upon,
smaller, more localised floods persisted and small River
Districts at Taradale, Meeanee, Clive and Pukshu were formed.
Theae Boards worked for the protection of their own district
only; stopbanks were erécted, willow trees planted along the
river edges and other similar measures were carried out.

But river control on & County bagis was not known. Lack of
finance hampered the work of the Boards and the rating system
introduced in 1876 with fall of Provinical Government helped
ratepayere to see only thelr own interests safeguarded. Any
m& jor projJect, such as diverting one river into another, so
providing an improved, saferﬂnutief in flood timee,;was
rejected as impracticabile and unﬁeceasary. Land values were
low and the cost for meeting such a scheme was regérded by
most settlers as beyond the means provided by the low rates.
So matters drifted and nothing effective was done.

The next serious flood commenced on 17 April 1897,
when fourteen inches fell over a period of four days at Napier.
The Tutaekuri broke its banks above Taradals and an immense
body of water flowed over part of Napier South. The
Ngarurorc broke its banks between Roy's Hill and PFernhill and
menaced much of Hastings. Heavy, easterly driven seas
formed a shingle bar which again blocked the river outlets.
West Clive and Farndon were inundated to a depth of six feet.

Ten lives were lost and the damage estimated at £1?5,000,2

2 Ploods in N.Z. 1920-53. 'Soil Conserva-
tion and Rivers Control Publication 1957.

po62
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or nearly as widespread and devastating as the previous
1867 flood. As a result of this disaster, the four River
Boards were amalgamated by a Parliamentary Act in 1910 ‘to
form the Hawke's Bay Rivers Board -
to provide for the improvement of
unproductive lands within the said
district, and for the more effectual

control of the Tutaekuri, Ngaruroro
and Tukl Tuki Rivers.

By tuis time the problem of flooding had been
recognised by the Board as being'beyond petty interests of
small farmers or competing interests of Napier and Hastiggs.
But lack of finance, apart from the device oflevyiﬁg extra
rates, reduced the effectiveness 5f much of the Board's work.
This weakness was first seen when, in 1911, three Engineers
were appolnted to report upoﬁ flood causes and prevention |
within the Board's district. The three Engineers, llessrs.
Laing Mason, &.D. Kennedy and J.B. Thompson, recognised that,

at this time, the lower channels of the Tutaekuri and Ngaru-
roro could not be developed to carry & major flood. They
recomménded the provision of more stopbanks along the upper
Tutaekuri and Ngarurord® where overflows and changes of courses
were most likely to develop, and controlled overflows dis-
ch&rging at Waltangi. They also suggested. the reclamation‘

of about 2,000 acres of low and swampy lands lying between |
Whakatu and Awatoto. The total cost of this scbeme”wqa £85,000
to be borne mainly by a loan which the poll ratepayers:duly.

re jected because of tne'heaiier rates levied. One feature

of the stopbanks scheme which caused much trouble waé the
provieion of floodgates. These devices were built i{nto the
stopbanks where drains and creeks entered the main river. When
the rivers were in flood the volume of water passing down the
main channel caused the floodgates to close. This caused-the'
drains and creeks to0 bank up and led to much ponding and
surface flooding across the low-lying flﬁta. As the plains
became sybdivided, more closely settled and cropped, this
problem of surfacé flooding caused much troulle and'agitation

for a new solution to the problem, especially now that the
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Report by the Engineers panel could not be fully adopted.
However, stopbanks and reclamatibn work proceeded and surface
flooding from streams overflowing continued, until anqtber
severe flood in Hay aﬁd dJune 1917 affected lower Clive
especially. Agitation for another scheme followed, and a
Commission presided by Sir Robert.Stout was set up. It
reconstituted the Beard's district by adding the Borough of
Hastings and part of the Napier Borough. A new system of
rating was fixed and the collection of rates was made the
responsibility of fi%e new wards:- The Board was directed to
prepare a new comprehensive scheme of flood econtrol. The
inclusion of Hastings and part of Napier opened & new aspect
to the issues of stopbank work, responsibility for rates and
cbatrol of water. By now; both towne were rival centres

and Hastings, especially, was vitaliy concerned with any move

to divert one river into another, or down an overflov channel,
as the latter scheme had already been suggested.

A nev scheme was prepared by a new panel of Engineers,
consisting of llessra. Fulton, Furkert and Hay. They recommend-:
ed diverting the Ngaruroro down the Tutaekuri near Redciirfs
and using controlled overflows for both rivers at Waitangi.
As the Tutaekuri flowed into the Imner Harbour, Napier publiec
opinion was opposed to this scheme and a pocll of ratepayers
rajected the loan for carrying out the scheme. Floods
continued to inundate the vnprotected areas untfi March, i92b
when another exceptionally heavy flood caused the Tutaekurim'

and Ngaruroro to break their stopbanks and ravage wide areas,

Stock losses amounting to several thousand head resulted.
Road and rail services were disrupted for several days. Agitatia
argument and bickering continued, but, apart from the repair

of the stopbanks, nothing was done. Two Engineers propoaed‘

a combined ocutlet for the Ngaruroro and Tutaekuri at Waitangi.
while another proposed the complete diversion of the Tutaekuri
direectly to the sea. The disastrous %931 earthquake, by
raising the shrinking Inner Harbour to form dry land and

narrowing the exit of the Tutaekuri, made complete diversion




126.

of the river the only practical means of controlling it.

By the 1930's erosion and removal of soil and plant cover
from the headwaters of the Tutaekuri had become widespfead
and severe. Coafse deposits of shingle were now filling

the bedlof the lower reaches of the river. As with the
Ngarurpro, the Tutaekourli showed signs of altering its course
repeatedly, and so discussion and argument continued. Once
the Tutaékuri was-diverted a new panel of Engineers was agair
appointed to determine the best solution in the light of thie
new river change. This panel, (consisting of Messrs. Hay, '
Vickerman and Holmes) after a detailed examination of river
gradients, rainfall variations and other data advised the
total diversion of both Ngarurororand Tﬁtaekuri rivers to
join at Brookfield (near Farndon, Clive) and thence to flow
together and dischange at Waitangi. A similar scheme had
been recommended by the 1919 Engineer psnel and had been
rejected, This later scheme was probsbly the soundest
engineering_agpeme but strong opposition was voiced by Naﬁier
and Clive ratepayers on account of the disturbance and rural .
settlement in~a highly productive orcharding and cropping
area. A modified scheme for diverting the Tutaekuri to an
outle£ near Waltangl was finally adopted in 1935. The |
severe ‘'Anzec:" Ploods of Apr11'1938 tested this new scheme.
The Tutaekuri outlet functioned satisfactorily, while the
overflow waters from the Ngaruroro flowed from Pakowhal out
to the Wailtangl exit nesr Clive. This'éverflbw channel

was then deepened and lined with stopbanks by the Board. ‘
This scheme gave much relief to aettlers_in‘the surrounding
districts and the ovérflow functioned setisfactorily for thé'(
next twelve years. But gradually the bed of the Ngaruroro
rose with shingle and silt deposits and the overflow Operafed‘
more and more frequently, the floodgates closed more often
and the Karamu creek became stagnant, marsﬁy and choked with
willows and swamp grasses. This eid course of the Ngaruroro
presented 8 major hazard for an outlet should another méjor

flood develop. Therefore in May 1955, yet another panel of
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3
Bngineers responsible to the Hawke's Bay Catchment Board

recommended a total diversion of the Ngaruroro-river down fhe
overflow channel at Pakowhal so ag to provide s common outlet
with the Tutaekuri at Waitangl. The existing course of the
river between Pakowhai and Clive will be used as an outfall
for the disposal of the Karamu water. The vexed question

of whether the diversion of the Ngaruroro down the Tutackgri
river at Brookfields was examined and finally rejected.

Land had become too valuable to Justify the upheaval & major
scheme such as this would cause, and considerable engineer-
1ﬁ§m££oblema of stopbank construction and maintenance were
pessed. The report commented adversely on 'the surface
flooding and bad drainage of a large part of the Heretaunga
Plains lying to the south of the Hgaruroro'.

Flood control and drainage are problems intimately
connected with settlement and landscape changes on the
Heretaunga Plains. Petty jealousies, rivalries and bicker-
ing have played their part in preventing a realisation of
the ideal river control scheme; that is, diverting two rivers
1nt6 one river channel so forming a common outlet. The
problem is by no means finally resolved, and whatever the
outcome, periodic flooding, poor drainage on the heavy land
have always retarded the 'breaking-in and settlement of this
undoubtedly fertile coastal fringe. The ever-present natural
elenents of unreliable rainfall, s dry warm climate, strong
on-shore currehts and a highland area much broken by gorges
and gullies causing rapid run-off, have presented a major

challenge to man in his changihg of his environment.

3 The H.B. Rivers Board was abolished
in 1945 with the appointment of
Regional Catchment Boards under. the
So0il Conservation and Rivers Control
Act 1941.
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