RESUME OF LIFE OF DANIEL COTUON IH NEW ZEALAND.

Memoirs- 'Jnttmgs of an 0ld Colonist' cover period 182-ca, 1019
Author, living in Napier the latter part of his

Life, 4lso appears to have had & sheep farm at Waipawa in the 1330's.

Mid-October 1857 : Cotton sails as crew on ship carrying
passengers from London, to Wellington, NZ.

Februacy 1857 : Arrives Wellington.... on the ship 'Cresswall!

Fahruary 1858: Deserts ship at Wellington & walks 50 miles to
Tirst job, bridge building.

Then walks up country, staying first night in Masterton. Next
day crosses river and follows track across plain and over hills
into the bush. From the highest hill- bush as far as the eye
can see.

At the end of the second day- emerges from bush and sleeps

deas dsy- crosses 'beautiful fertile plain' and comes to
cottage by a navigable river where he is directed to the high-
est hill from which he can see the sea. Reaching the sea, he
follows the coast, arriving Castle Point late that night.
Stays the night ia primitive hotel run by a man with wife and
7 children.

4th. day- follows coast as far as a river with cottage on
opposite side, where he is engaged a short time as ferryman.

March 1858; Engaged as general hand on sheep station not far
from Nairn's station, Blackhead-'the station was situated over
2 hundred wiles frow civilisation'. Four others constitute

the entire staff, incl. en pld Australian suspected by Cotton
of being a former convict, and 'en cld collese chap, belonzing
To one of the wealthiest families in Scotland nd was there to

gather experfence.
The 'old college chap' was Caotain George Douglas
Hemilton, who later owned- and lost- the Mangatoro station,
mentioned in 'Barly Stations of Hawke's Bay'. Cotton later
recalls how his friend lost ilangatoro.
I also undersiand that Hamilton had,previous to taking up
Yiangatoro in 1363, managed properties for a Dr. Featherstone
and for Ashton St. Hill- for the latter in the
district- but have been unable to identify which Stations.
Certainly Hamilton wes working with Cotton on this first
station in 1358, I hope learn mere from the Douglas-Hamilton fam.
Other clues which might ldentlfy the station: 1. A schooner
came once a year with provisions and to carry away the wool.
In March/April 1858 they started work on a new homestead
a mile or so up the river.
3. Soon afterwards an escaped convict from Wellington gaol
called here and went on next day to get a job bullock driving
at Nairn's, Blackhead. A reward of £100 offered for him
under the name of Wood, he was later captured in Napier.

While Cotton remained on the sbove station the Manager(possibly
Hemilton?) left. Replaced by a man end wife from Isle of Skye.
From then on, only Geelic spoken, neighbours also being Gaelic.
The station may well have betn the one at Akitio, owned by Pr. Featherston,
where Capt. Hamilbon is known €0 heue besn the manager 1857-%.



Cotton tires of Gaelic and moves on to work as
shepherd on a station on the coast.

I Think this might possibly have been Whangachu(also a St. Hill
property)beceuse he mentions an incident bearing an uncanny
resemblance to an incident related in 'Eerly Staticns...' in
which he says some workers drowned when their boat capsised

the year before his arrivel.Unfortunately I have no dute for
this incident.

During Cotton's stay the runs are improved by burning off fern
and grassing, enabling them to carry more sheep of betier quality.
Still on this station, it seems, Cotton is working as = solitary
sShepherd on an out-station 7 miles from the homestead when he

is attacked by a Meori, who is seriously weunded in the ensuing
fight. Cotton's boss, a Justice of the Peace,(was one of the
St. Hills a JP7) advises Cotton to leavs, ziving him a good
reference which enables hiu to take a job on encthar station 3
days later.

Some time between 13€C-13C3: Cotton is now \Vcr‘ki
on a station on the east coast.ferhaps he m si,
He is injured when he chases wild dogs and Adlls into a deen

ully
#hilst on this station Cotton tends end befriends Ray
Nacri man living alone for u yeer in the bush,

love to the dauzhter of a chi2f; he has broken his 1
tells Cotton the harrowing story of the near massacre of
en a small boy in & rovenge at

frive. Me survijors, sbout 13 in ull, fterwards joining a
friendly tribe'with our friend Hone as'chief,:Rawhics is
cloarly a Christian by this tims Snd fRente—the: missionaries
pakenw For their influence in bringing to un end the
inter-tribal wars of earlier years.

1882 r; I guess Cotton came to Wapier from the (2ast)
coast area at this point , where I believe relations with the
lisoris were becoming ratier tense ot the tine.
he first urrived(possibly shortly before 1363) there was a
i of the Bath. neg1m=n quartered there, camsed on
11 to protect the locals es 'there had been & llttle
tween two chiefs, Te iounanui und Te oo

I whi

Cotton states that in about 1363 they wers busy with the
Wer, fighting going on all over Horth Islend. He makes a
special mention of the bravery of Fred Hodges, 'a sergeant in
our B troop.'

Totton was one of 130 volunkesrs to join in 1863 The Hawkes hmmlid.
Golonial. Defence Force . T.6. Wilson's ‘Histony ks Bag” hao o

o him at & reunion 50 yowo later. (Page us:)

Still based in Hapier, Cotton goes on to mention the Hau Heu

troubles which begin in the north at about the same time. He
recalls killings ot lNohaka, the bravery of Rowley Hill VC and
the gradual spreed of the conflict until Napier is threutened.



Cotton describes the battle at Omarunui and the
taneous conflict on the Petane river- he himself
took uart 1n the latter with @ swell band of militia.

Gotton relates that the daori prisoners were sent to the Chathuns
only to escape 9 months later led by Te Kooti, lending @

Poverty Bay, where they begen to murder and pillage. Savrel

of his friends in this area were killed and 'two young lady
friends of mine were butchered and afterwards roasted on the
still burning ruins of their home.'

He also refers briefly to the destruction of the English Church
and the mirder of the' Revd. Volkner ot Hicks Ba
1868Porenzshau.Cotton merries Jzne Hendscombe. Children b. Hepier.
c tton is working es a ccn-,ractlng sauyer, cutting
and sawing timber in the bush- till in the Hawke's
Bay ares, near Napier,

1873.Waipawa area: Cotton relates un emusing incident which
Takes place when two of his friends, Joe Price and Harry Baker,
g0 shooting near Wuipaws from their homes about 20 miles awey.
Other reminiscences of & similar period mention ir. Dillon
from @ nmeighbouring sheep station. (See section on persons
fmqtloned in the reminiscences.
owns 150 acres iu weipews & has a cab- g

ith stables in liap elso one acre in Cook County.

f Cotten's wife. 1887-remurries-Hurriet Clements.

Cotton worked =t some point at

in, and was in the habit of meeting friends at the
Horberivitie hotel. He appears to huve known the erea well,
and T guess he is referring to the carlier part of his life
in NZ after leaving his first sheep station. Unfortunately
not all the events are in chronological order. He was ferried
across the river to Herbertville by cance, accompanied on che
occasion by an old man, John lcle ! X
who leter died of exposure one mg\n wnllst mdklng \.he snme
Jjourney alone the worse for drink.

At no point does Cotton say clearly that he lived in
_Nspxe!‘, though he clearly went there during the eurly years of
the third Maori Wer(early 1860's).

Leter accounts of conyersations with ssilors, and of a sighting
of Bully Hayes the 'pirate' when he came ashore ut Hepier,
gugzost strongly that Cotton lived here later in his Li

Certain phrases he uses point to Napier as the place where he
chese Fihclly 16 stay

There is now firm evidence that he 1i:

Seotember 15 1

ed here.
917.Cotton dies at Te Pohue @nd is buried in Napier.

SEE ALSO THE SECTION ON PERSONS HMENTIONED IN THE REWMINISCENCES




Dorn in Hitchin, Nertfordshire, Englund.
Apprantice in London ufter the'deuth of both his purents.
SHorking on Gossting meroha vessels, England & Furope.
Ordinury seumsn in British Koyul Nuvy, served in the
two Bulti igns ﬂurlnf’ the Crimeun War.

Ships: UG &1 n.

With HMS Orion in Curibbeun und Centrul Americu.
Plogged for Gnserting ahip ut Barbudos

135 Arrives Viellington NZ us crew on pussenger ship frow
Lendon. Deserts ship and wulks through bush to luwkes

uy e

145i~63  Working us generul hund/ghepnr‘r‘d on Shﬂep $tuflnn“
neur Porunguhau,  Works first stution with
Cuptuin erge Dougias-iianilton.

1206 Serves us voluateer in Nupier urea during the wuori Surs.

iiurries June landscombe(bora London) ut Poranguhuu.

ons_and 8 duughters born in Rupier,

1y 1870's Cotton works us contrucnny sawyer in busii.

y 1375 Cotton is u couch proprictor in Hupier with

stubles in Wughorne Street.

Gy 1382 he ulso hus 1 ucre in Cook County und 150 ucres

in Wuipawa where he keops some sheep, A neighbouring

furmer is A, Dillon.

§ire dies, douving § sons wnd 3 daughtors:

Duniel b.'1374

Frederick Churles b, 1876, died 1236

Arthur b, 1381, died 1900

Albert b. cirea 1882, died 1385

One other son, neme not known

Alice b, 1670, died 190 shortly ufter murriuge to
Eduund_Stu

Louisa b, 1472

Tunny b. L1373

- Of these children only 2 duughters, Louisa & Funny

were 5till living in 1917.

1386/7  Murries Hureiet kuy Clements or Llemence in Hupier.
Known children frow this murriu uge
2 duughtars- nuwes ot yet
2 sons (unu of \whou, Horuce S tunlLy, died 1919. Hume
of the othe: b ubout 1892, not yet known.)
Puniel Cotton is listed in local directories us cab proprietor,
urhorne Street, Nupier until 1916.
1917 Duniel Cotlon dieg ut'Te Pohue(uge 81 or 42) und is
buried dupier Old Cemetury. lis wife, llurriet.i
duughters youisk & Funny survive from'lst, m
und 2 dsughters und 2 sons from Znd. marriage.

1010 Deuth of son, Horuce Stunley, clerk of llersehell Street,
Nupier. Luried Purk Island Cometary, Nupier.

ALSO THTKD SUBET: FRIEUDS & ACQUAINI IONED 1f YR
CTRS




% ACAINTANCES MENTIONED Td TUE MEMOIRS RE: NZ.

et wad lrey Biveh From @ good London funily. Drak wwuy iy
uther's wonev in Huwkes Duyb

e dyhill Urothers From the scuth coust of Baglund. Hel by
chunce in @ bullock dmvers' cump aftor
sepuration of 15 yee Napier ureu.

dea Pricn ® Hurry Buker Living in Yuipuwu urea in the 1330 s.
“Luin G lton From u titled Scottish fumily. Arrived WZ
1357, %orked with Cotton in Porunguhuu
urea 1353. Bought wangutoro stution 1363,

which he luter lost. Fought his case
uasucceasfully in the courts, which ruincd
him und he 1ived in peverty'in umiovirkn
until )us deauth circa 191

Cotton finds this young sluori mun with u

Ruwliird
breken leg ulone in the bush in the 1300's
Cotton’nurses him buck to heulth und lourus
the story of the earlier massucre of
Ruwhiri's tribe during the inter-tribul wues,
A1frod Lillon Bheap furmor in %uipuwu urou. Owned whut

becuuie Putungatu station und luter becumo
& sember of Purliument.

Funiel Cotlen hud relutives numed Cotton bnd Moulden (his zistor's
nuwe by wurrisge) in Hitehin.




