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s Nelson, who has a remarkable memory, recalls that

child of seven her one wi

‘parents to allow her $6 beson

e "
.

sh was to be a red her
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came when an American, Dr Caro, set up

‘a practice in Napier and advertised for a. receptionist-nurse, Mrs Nelson got
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100 today : ‘ = | .
| '~ . Her training with Dr Caro, both at his su:r‘géry and o

s When compulsory registration was introduced for nurses in

- 1902 Mrs Nelson underwent her State training at Wellington Hospital and passed
with honours. She remained in Wellington and for a time was in charge of the
theatre nursing st o s . £ L,



She. went qverseas as a matron du'r'lng the F:Lrst Wo:r'ld

War and made seven tmps to and fI"Ofl New Zealam‘i dur:l.ng that war on troop

'transports and hoep:xtal ShlpSo

T

Mrs Ne lson had some remarke.ble adventures du

ring her war

oemce, and these are proba.bly best summed up by a detalled descriptlon o:f' one -

of’ the voyages she recalls va.vidly This was on the troop trana.port Rotorua, wh:Lch i

was torpedoed by the Germns on :Lts next trlpo

3 remember ’chat tmp partlcularly v1v1d1y because we stopped

at Jamaica, which was a country I had always longed to ‘V'J.Sl'to The 'peo;ple were

wonderful to the’ five New Zealand nurses en boaxd,
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- "But before we left on we heard that the entire

nstead, we c

-

rept up the American coast to Halifax, passing

close enough.to wave to New York on the way. When we reached Halifax it was a

scene of complete devastation, Two ammunition _ships had collided and parts of
the town had been blown to smithereenss Sl
e e iy Nhey TS gl d their tears after this disaster

when there was a ‘second. st flattened the rest of the town.,

. It wiped out a school and all the teachers and pupils.®* - -~ .
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- "One of the soldiers yho was going back to the war
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e Rotorua spent two weeks in port, being conoufleged,
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 before creeping out of port under cover of a thick fog,
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"We could not see a thing a.nd. thought we were on our

__.l‘_._%:.rmﬁ- w-r"wmr_nu S ’

“Jhile the convcy off‘ered solace for Mrs Nelson and her

fellow nurses, ‘that rellef was to be short-llved when .an influenza epldemz.c

raged through the ship, strik:.ng 'bo:bh tr00ps and crewo

~

"Fortunately, the troops were ill first and encugh of them '

had recovered to help run the ship when the crew were siék; " Mrs Nelson recalls,
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Eventually the Rotoma reached L:Lverpool a.nd Mrs

Nelson and her fellow nursing. s:.sters were sent to Br:.ghton to recover

. e ..,?,ﬁ"‘ e

_ f'rom the eff‘ec‘bs of the 'flu and thelir wearineqs after Jlong houwrs of
caring for others, - .

Mrs Nelson r:eturned to New Zealand .1n b aboard 'the
trecop ship Tahiti and spent a. number of years nursing her ailing mother
in Napier, Later she opened her own nursing home :Ln the c:n.tyo

Following the Ha.wke s Bay earthquake in 1931 Mrs Nelson

spent three months as matron of a rel::.ef_‘ hospital set up in the grounds

of the Palmerston North showgrounds for peo‘ple evacusted from Hawke's Bay,



T i B ke e B Nelson in.1937. Mr Nelson,
a soﬁ of '%Igae'foux;der of the Tc;moma .reezingworksi William Nelson, was é. '
' wéll-hown Naps.ér ideﬁtity, 'be:t.ng ‘the man _ré‘sponéiblé for the reclaxnafién of
the area hlo@_a.s Naﬁiér South. e e . i S H
o = was an experf -__ on soil conservatiqn, river ‘9ont1:-'ol and
land reclamatioh - th; 3 S- Nelsoﬁ Crescéz;f a.nd Géorge;s Driverécall_ his
contribﬁtior;. to tl'[xe'dévelo;_amﬁf ofNa,pie.r,j e o > T
" © Mr:Nelson éiéd in 196k, aged 93, His home and gardens at -
nKeix-@ga" » Have lock North ’ ‘were deeded to the Hairelock North Bo:i:'ough‘ CounciL.




