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PROPERTIES FOR SALE.
9,00 caltural and Pastoral,
Seaboard, with
ments, and
18,000 Sheep, few Cattle, Horses, &c.
‘Wairoa, with
800 Sheep, and 100 head Cattle
Pastoral Land, Wairoa
4,677 acres Freehold Agricultural and
3,000 Sheep, and other necessary work-
ing improvements
112 ,, Freehold, close to town, with
4,200 acres Freehold Agricultural and
Pastoral Land, Poverty Bay

ACRES Freehold, Agri-

14,000 acres Leasehold, valuable improve-

3,920 acres Frechold, rich pastoral land,

900 acres Frechold Agricultural and

Pastoral Land, Wairoa, with

25,000 acreg Leaschold, Poverty Bay, and
20,00.6 Sheep, and improvements

11,000 acres Leasehold, Pastoral, Poverty

Bay, with

3000 Sheep and few Cattle

1,600 acres Leasehold, half interest,
Poverty Bay

28,750 acres, Poverty Bay, situate about 20
miles from TologaBay, title under
Native Lands Court

1657 acres rich Pastoral Land, good title,
Poverty Bay
1385 acres rich Pastoral Land, good title,
Poverty Bay
8,800 acres Leasehold, excellent country,
Tologa Bay, with
3,000 Sheep and good improvemeuts
3,000 acres Freehold, Southern Seaboard,
improved
1,220 acres Freehold, Southern Seaboard,
improved
400 acres Freehold, Southern Seaboard,
mproved

1,200 acres Freehold, Rich Pastoral Land,’

improved, Opotiki
225 acres Freehold, excellent Land,
Omaranui, with
1,600 Sheep,
30 head Cattle, and a few Horses, with
dmprovements

M. R. MILLER,
Stock and Station Agent,

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE
WAIPUKURAU RIDING.

N ENTLEMEN-—ASs you are aware , the
result of the late election has been
to place me once more—and for the third
time, in the County Council, as your repre-
sentative. Mr. Russern has announced
that it is not his intention to appezl, we
may, therefore, consider that the fight is
over.

It is only right that I should publicly
express my hearty thanks to all classes of
the electors for the honor conferred upon
me ; and my thanks are more especially due
to those small holders, who have through-
out the whole contest, and at the cost of
much time and trouble, given to me such
generous support.

I am,
Gentlemen,
Your Obedient Servant,
SYDNEY JOHNSTON.,

FRIDAY, AUGUST 10.

BY ORDER OF THE REGISTRAR OF
SUPREME COURT.
JAMES NEAGLE TO W. McARTHUR
AND OTHERS. MORTGAGE.

ROUTLEDGE, KENNEDY & CO,
Are instructed to sell, on behalf of the
Mortgagees, at their auction mart, Ten-
nyson-street, Napier, on Friday, the 10th
day of August, 1877, at 2 p.m,,
ALL those Lots, containing in the aggre-
gate 3 roods and 35 perches, and
nnmbered 2, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 40, on the plan
of the sub-division of suburban section 54,
on the official map of the Meanee district,
together with the store and buildings
thereon erected. And also, lot No: 7 (con-
taining one rood and three perches) of the
sub-division of (inter aliu) suburban sec-
tions 52 and 53 of the Meance district, to-
gether with the cottage thereon erected,
And also a portion of lot number 92 of a
sub-division of suburban section number 9
of the Meanee district.
Napier, July 80, 1877,

FOR SALE,
R. EVAN'S Draught Stallion “ LORD
NELSON,” by “ Sir Colin Camp-
bell, ”” dam ** Blossom,”’ etc,
Liberal terms.
For further particulars apply to
M. R. MILLER.

URAL SECTIONS, WOODVILLAH.
On Deferred Payments.

For particulars, apply to
M. R. MILLER
M. R. MILLER,
STOCK AND STATION AGENT
HAS YOR SALE,
HRBRP 8T ATTONESB
of various extent, and
FREEHOLD PROPERTIES,
Stocked and Unstocked, in the Provinces
. of Auckland, Hawke's Bay, Wellington,
Canterbury, and Otago.
For particulars, apply at the office,
: Browning-street, Napier.

RAMS FOR

SALE.
INCOLN

Lincoln-Leicester
Leicester

oes,
All First-class Flocks.

STORE SHEEP.—Various Lots ot
Btore Merinos Ewes and Wedders for
Kale,

LOUR, (Duncan’s Dunedin'Silk Dres-
F sed), guaranteed. ~Oatmeal, Pearl
and Feed Barley, Oats, Bran, all of superior
quality, and at reasonable prices, now for
sale by

MURRAY, COMMON & CO.,
Port Ahuriri,
Sole Agents in Hawke's Bay, for Royse,
Stead & Co.

C L. MARGOLIOUTH in retiring from
. the late Firm of Margoliouth &
Banner, whilst thanking the public gener-
ally for the very liberal patronage bestowed
on him during the six years he has been
in business, informs them thathe has leased
the Auction Mart, Hastings-street, directly
opposite the Repository, and arranged
for premises at Port Ahuriri; and purposes
carrying on business as heretofore
in his own name only as Auctioneer,
Land Broker, Custom House Agent,
and General Commission Agent, He
assures his patrons that every attention to
their interests and prompt settlements of
accounts sales will b e the principle on
which his business will be couducted.

GRASS BEEDS.
50 OO LBS COCKSFOOT
) from Pigeon Bay

1500 bushels Rye Grass provincial and
Canterbury

ENGLISH SEEDS,
Guaranteed imported of 1876.
W hite Clover
Cow Grass
Heyke Clover
Meadow Fescue
3 Foxtail
Sheep Fescue
Timothy
Crested Dogstail
Poa Nemoralis
Florin Grass (agrostis stolonifera
e, Ce) &e.

MURRAY, COMMON & CO.
Napier and Port Ahuriri,

WAREHOUSING.
MURRAY, COMMON & CO. are now
prepared to receive all descriptions
of Geods for Warehousing in their large
and commodious Premises at the Spit.
Goods covered against Fire, under open
pelicies if required,
Charges at Jowest possible rates.
MURRAY COMMON & CO.

SPECIAL AGRICULTURAL FUND,
ITH a view to direct more attention

to Agricultural Pursuits, it is pro-

posed that a Sprcran Fexp be raised to
offer Champion Prizes for Ploughing, for
Provincial grown wheat and other cereals,
as well as for root crops, miscellaneous
Farm Produce, and Agricultural Imple-
ments heretofore provided for by compara-
tively small prizes from the general funds
of the Hawke’s Bay Agricultural and Pas-
toral Society, the undersigned agree to
subscribe the amounts undermentioned :—

10
10

Hon. J. D. Ormond

M. R. Miller...

R. Wellwood

G. Peacock ...
J. 8. Giblin...
- John Heslop e
John Bennett

F. Button

Hugh M‘Lean

J. G. Kinross

Watt and Farmer ...
Coleman and M‘Hardy .
Routledge, Kennedy & Co.
T. K. Newton
E. W. Enowles

J. T. Johnson
(Mr Johnson will also giye

a Special Prize for best
wheat)

Hugh Campbell
Dinwiddie, Morrison & Co.
John Gemmell
R. D. M‘Lean

Oapt. Newman ...
H. 8. Tiffen...
H. Williams...
P. Dolbel
G. Condie ...
J. Barry ...
A. M‘Donald

T
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. Tanner ...
. Chambers

A.M'Lean ...

W. Douglas...

J. N. Williams

Russell Bros,

W. Cowper ...

W. Goodwin

Knight Bros.

J. J. Kelly ...

R. Somerville R

T, Bishop

R. P, Williams

W. Burnett ...

W, White ...

‘Wm. Common %

W. Villers ...

E. Moore, Union Bank

F. Tuxford..

Boylan & Co.

H. Wall

J. MVay ...

R. Holder ...

8. Hooper .

C. Carnell ...

Large and Townley

E. Lyndon ...

J. N. Wilson

W. Shrimpton

A. Grent ...

Margoliouth & Banner ... &

Other subscriptions will be published on
receipt of the country lists, the following
gentlemen have kindly undertaken to col-
lect subscriptions :—R. Farmer, R. Well-
wood, J. 8. Giblin, G. Peacock, J, Bennett,
M. R. Miller, and the Secretary.

Gentlemen desirous of assisting in the
above will further the business much by
forwarding their names, with intended
amount of donations, as early as possible to
the sub-committee named above, to enable
them to proportion the amounts to be
awarded in prizes to each individual class,

MALCOLM BANKS,
Secretary Hawke’s Bay Agricultural and
Pastoral Society.
Napier, July 9, 1877,

NOTICE

PIGEON SHOOTING MATCH will
be held at West Clive, en the 11th
August, 1877,

Sweepstakes of 20s.  Entrance 2s 6d,
Birds charged for. Entries addressed
to the Hon. Secretary, West Clive Hotel,
close on the 30th July,

A.F, DANVERS,
Hon, Sec,
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VERY GREAT REDUCTIONS
IN THE PRICE OF
S ADDLERY

Are now being made at

HOLDER’S

There isan
ENORMOUS STOCK

oy
SADDLES, BRIDLES, HARNESS,

And almost every concervable article
in the trade, which
must be
REDUCED

Every description of Harness made to order
AT THE

TOWEST POSSIBLE RATES.
R HOLDER

Opposite the Post-office, Napier,

H.

J U 8T B ECEIVED
A
LARGE ASSORTMENT

OF THE

NEW 'WESLEYAK

BEYMNATS.

ALL PRICES.

—

AT

COLLEDGE|& OCRAIG,

JUBST RECEIVED
Yo T B WS

OF TUE

BEAUTIFUL Scnxxnx
)
oF
ROTOMAHANA

WITH ITS

HOT SPRINGS,
TERRACES,

Ax»  GEYSERS.

Price 2s 6d each,

COLLEDGE & CRAIG,
HASTINGS-8TREET,

TENDERS are invited for the PUR-
CHASE of the A.8.P, Co.’s Kt umers
“SOUTHERN CROSS, ”
“PRETTY JANE,”

AND
“STAR OF THE SOUTH,”

To be sent in any time on or before Septem-
ber 1st, 1877, addressed to the Directors
A.8.P. Company,

Tenders will be received for the Steamers
as one lot or separately.

Every information will be given by the
Manager on application,

WILLIAM LODDER,
Manager and Engineer A,8.P. Co,

ANTED KNOWN-—That Printing
is executed at‘the DaiLy Tepe-
erAru office below Wellington Prices,
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[Bevzex's Sreciar 1o Paess Agexcr.]
LONDON.
July 25,

The strike is extending from New
York westward, and various trades are
Joining.

Adbul Redif is to be tried by a Court
Martial.

July 27.

The Russian force has crossed the
Balkans at the Iron Grand Pass and
reached Jambodi.

July 28,

The Zealandia, from London to Rio
Janeiro, has been badly demaged by
collision.

The Herald's special says it is believed
that a crisis in the war is imminent,
owing to the rapid advance of Russians
into Adrianople in consequence of the
defeat of the advanced guard of Svlieman
Pasha's army.

g'n“em’ran‘ Pasha remains at Adrianople.

be Turkish troops are evacuatng
Philippopolis.

The gravest fears are entertained that
the Christians will be massacred in
Stamboul. The Consuls are appealing to
the Ambassadors of Powers to intervene.

Sailed—Wakatipu, on Saturday.

Wheat firm; New Zealand, 558 to
608 ; New Zealand flax, holders ask full
rates.

The quantity of wool admitted to the
next sales is 308,265 bales, and includes
arrivals Opawa, Hurvnui, City of
Am;khnd}:er Rakaia, Waipa, Waitotara,
May Queen, and Adamant.

BOMBAY.
July 27, 10 p.m.
The obstructiveness on the part of a
few Irish members culminated in an un-
precedented scene in the House of Com-
mons. Mr. Farrell was ordered to leave
the House, and s ded ontil Friday,

placed on the hard to have her bottom
cleaned.

a "

putation of the ployed waited
on the City Council in Committee yester-
day. It was represented that unskilled
laborers could not earn food for their
families at stone-breaking. It was urged
some work should be given them at once
on day labor, and it was pointed out that
this course had been adopted in Otago,
a section of the Jine being opened up im-
mediately. The Council resolved that
those who choose could go on with the
stone-breaking, and at once would be sup-
plied with tools. Notice will be given to
all contractors that they must go on with
the works under contract in fine weather.
A number of new streets are now in course
of formation.

J. C. Firth, on behalf of the Acclimati-
sation Society, has just turned out six
Virginian deer on T. and 8. Morrin's
Piako estate. On the same day, Mr.
Firth, with the assistance of Mr. Every
M‘Lean, turned out 200 Americsn trout
into the Karapiro stream, which fells into
the Waikato at Cambridge.

At the Auckland Skating Club's
meeting held on Wednesday evening,
Mrs James McCosh Clark, secretary and
treasurer to the Club, was presented with
a magnificent gold bracelet, on which is a
coronet composed of diamonds, previous
to her departure for England.

The City Council decided to plant
ornamental trees along the footpaths of
the various streets.

The Thames Scottish Company chal-
lenge any other Volunteer company to
fire a match or drill fifty men for stakes.
It is likely the challenge will be accepted
in Auckland.

At an inquest on the body of the man,
James Henry Walsh, who was found
dead on Wednesday, the verdict was:
“Died from kidney disease, exposure,
and want of proper food.”

At an inquest held yesterday afternoon
on the body of a Maori child found dead

when Sir Stafford Northeote will
a motion to alter the rvles so as to facili-
tate business.

The Russians have been repulsed at
Silistria.

A despatch from Lord Loftus to Lord
Derby states that fears are entertained of
a terrible vengeanoe on the part of the
Mussolmans for Russian atrocities.

July 28.

Serious riots have occurred in Chicago.
The military were called out, and fired
on the rioters, killing and wounding 130.

The Russians have invested Silistria.

The mail steamer Tanjore has arrived
at Galle. E

The Erie strike has ended.

July 30.

The Hon Mr. Michie, the "Agent-
General of Victoria, will visit Vienna on
behalf of Australia.

The Porte semi-officially objects to
new order of things being created with-
out its co-operation.

The House of Commons have agreed to
8ir Stafford Northcote’s motion for facili-
tating business.

SINGAPORE.
July 26.

The Russians have completely invested
Rustchuk.

Heavy skirmishes have taken place in
the vicinity of Silistria, Varna, and
Shumla.

July 28.

The Turkish army corps is concen-
trated at Plevna, and threatens the Rus-
sians’ ication with R i% .

The Turkish Landwehr have been
called out.

July 29.
Suleiman Pasha defeated Karabunas.
There is an agitation in San Francisco
against the Chinese. A Vigilance Com-
mittee has been formed.

SYDNEY.
July 27.

The steam collier City of Hobart, from
Newcastle to Melbourne, broke her shaft
near Wilson's Promotory, and foundered,
All hands were saved.

Markets :—Case brandy, 31s 3d; do,
quarters, 8¢ 6d to 8s 9d; kerosine, 2s,
with a falling market ; rice, unchanged;
Adelaide flour, £19 to £19 10s; wheat
and oats, none in the market ; tobacco,
unchanged ; sperms, 10d to 103d.

INTERPROVINCIAL.
AUCKLAND.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
July 27.
The tenders of Gouk and Cardon for
repairs to the s.8. Go-Abead was accepted
out of four other tenders. The amount
of the tender is £1450. The repairs are
1o be completed within nine weeks.
The Jane Douglas on Wednesday was

in the p of its mother under

P cir ces, a verdict of
“Died from natural causes,”’ was re-
turned.

A trial trip of the new steamer built
for Capt. Casey took place yesterday
afternoon. ' '

The extension of the railway from
Mercer to Ngaruawahia will be opened to
the public during the course of next
week. The extension will be of great
importance as it is nearly double the
length of the present line, and will enable
travellers to reach Waikato.

Skating is again becoming extremely
popular in Auckland and suburbs, a
number of clubs being started.

A mecting of the Anckland Cricket
Club is to be held to consider what action
shall be taken with regard to the pro-
jected visit of the Melbourne cricket
team to the colony.

July 28,

An exciting but brief quarrel occurred
yesterday between two gent'men in an
office in the Insurance Build*ngs, in re-
spect of transfers of Caledonian shares.
One gentleman used ungentlemanly
words which the other could not tamely
accept, and which led to an unpleasant
termination. The word “liar” was
freely used by the aggressor, when
his opponent calmly told him that if the
term was repeated, he should certainly
take the liberty of wringing his nose.
The unsuspecting broker angrily re-
peated the obnoxious “liar” = with
several unpolite additions, when in a
moment he felt his proboscis within
the iron grasp of the other, and was at
once whirfcd back into a chair, literally
roaring with pain. Mr—— declared
that if it were not in consideration of the
size of his antagonist, he would certainly
smack an important part of his person.
The matter is likely to come into Court,

A fearful accident, by which a fine
young fellow lost his life, has occurred at
Teiera. A party of men were employed
felling timber for the mills on the side of
the hill at Hikawai creek, and the
deceased, William Gamble, was engaged
with a companion cross-cutting a log,
while another party were felling a tree
higher up the hill. Suddenly a high
boulder, which had been loosened by the
party above, started from its bed, and
went crashing down the hill in the direc-
tion of the other men. Gamble, on
hearing the noise and shout, looked to
sce what was the matter. The boulder
weighed 8 cwt. and was close upon him,
and in another instant struck him full in
the chest, hurling him backwards with
crushing violence. The breast bones
were smashed right in, the skull frac-
tored, and the features beaten to jelly.
He must have been killed instantaneonsly.
Gamble was the main sapport of a
widowed mother over sixty years of age,
who is inconsolable for the loss of her

&on.
Mr Hesketh, a barrister, was fined £1

yesterday for not registering his child
within six months. It was a slip of the
memory.

DUNEDIN.

(PROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

July 28,
There was considerable excitement at
Lawrence on the re-appointing of a
County Chairman. Mr Clayton de-
clined, as did two others to stand, and
thus the contest was reduced to between
Messrs Bastings and Brown. The for-
mer secured five, and the latter four
votes. A Bastingsite being in the chair,
Mr Bastings would have had the casting-
vote had the votes been equal. Mr
Bastings has declined to accept any

salary. |

The result of the Town Hall plans
competition will be announced om Tues-
day. The sfpecial committee had only
five sets of designs submitted to the
Council. It is not probable the Council
will sanction any expenditure for Muni-
cipal buildings as there is a great strain
on the fund required for gas, water, and
supplies generally. It is believed the
Council will be forced to increase the
rate this year to eighteen-pence.

July 30.

The trades are arranging a demon-

stration of the unemployed for August.

WELLINGTON.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

July 31.

I hear the Government has withdrawn
the Friendly Societies Bill for the present,
with a view of reintroducing it later in
the session, after having undergone several
alterations deemed to be necessary.

It is rumored that strenuous efforts
will be made to secure the appointment
of Mr. Stafford as Agent-General, on the
expiration of Sir J. Vogel's term of office
in December. It is known to be Mr.
Stafford’s intention to visit England
shortly after the close of the session, and
it is understood that the Canterbury
members are anxious he should be in-
stalled in the Agency-General as succes-
sor to Sir Julius Vogel, and will strain
every nerve to bring about the desired
change. In reference to this report, the
Post says:—“If the colony is to have
any Agent-General at all, Mr. Stafford
would be emphatically the best man to
hold the appointment. He is a states-
man of the highest ability, an admirable
administrator, and possesses special apti-
tude for carrying out the scheme of a
Jjudicious and thorongh retrenchment in
any department., Such a scheme is ur-
;éeutly necessary in the case of the Agent-

eneral's Department.”

Mr. Batton, a M.H.R., preached in the
Poleytecnic Hall on Sunday evening.

Mr. Gillon, late editor of the Evening
Argus caused a writ to be served yester-
day on the propretors of that journal,
claiming damages in consequence of his
servl:'ccs having been summarily disposed
with.

A grand bazaar in aid of the rebuilding
fund of St. Peter's Carch, for which pre-
parations have been proceeding the last
two years, will be opened to-day by His
Excellency the Governor. The gazaur
promises to greatly surpass all its pre-
decessors in Wellington if not in New
Zealand.

At the Resident Magistrate's Court
yesterday morning a notorious character
named Michael Saffin was charged with a
scries of petty swindles. Tnspector At-
cheson asked for a remand, that evidence
might be obtained. Prisoner was some
time ago charged with the ill-treatment
of his wife when near confinement, and
when in prison for this offence she died
Irrcmmahly from the gross treatment she

had received from her husband. Three
young children were left behind, and were
saved from a fate worse than death itself
by being adopted by several good Sama-
ritans. Since his release the man has ob-
tained a precarious living by a series of
petty swindles

Sl N

(PRESS AGENCY.)

CHRISTCHURCH.
July 27.
yesterday realise

The Land sales
£2500.

London advices received by the New
Zealand Shipping Company state that the
Opawa, which left Lyttelton on May 13,
arrived prior to July 25, thus making
the passage under 72 days; also that the
Otaki has sailed for Auckland, and the
Pareroa for Port Chalmers. |

The Press this morning warmly com-
mends the Government for the readiness
displayed in bringing forward important
public business.

The Times does the same, while both
papers congratulate the Hon Mr. Bowen
on lthe general features of his Education
Bill.

The wheat market is firm at 7s to-
7s 3d for best milling ; flour, £17 to £18;
gotntoes. £5; cheese 63jd; hams and

acon, 8d ; bran, £4 10s; sharps, £5 10s.
In wheat and flour stocks are low; oats
d good b at 3s 6d to-
3s 9d, and large quantities are being re-
turned to the country districts, where
stocks are bare.
July 31.

Lightband, Allom and Co., large
manufacturers of boots by machinery,
closed their establishment for a fortnight,
preparatory to reducing the scale of
wages, and sixty employees have thus
been thrown out of work. They have
telegraphed to the Associations in other
parts of the colony and Australia to
support them in resisting the reduction.

Several butchers were fined at the-
Resident Magistrate’s Court yesterday
morning for having light weights in
their possession.

The land sales yesterday realised
£23,957.

KUMARA.
July 27.
Maulloney, one of the men in])nred at’
the mining accident, died shortly after
being released. An inquest was held,
and a verdict of accidental death returned.

LYTTELTON.
July 26.
Arrived : The N.Z.S. Company's ship
‘Waikato, from London, with immi ts.
She left Plymouth on May 5, made the
Snares on July 22, and passed Ota
Heads on Monday last. She made the
passage in 82 days from port to port, and
78 days from land to land.  She brings
seven cabin passengers and 143 immi-
grants, 93 of whom are single girls, all
well. Two births occurred during the
passage. She had fine weather through-
out the passage.

AUCKLAND.

July 27.

Mr Binney reports as follows :—Flour,
Oamaru, £17; Dunedin and Christ-
church, £16 10; CQalifornian, £17 5s;
bran, £5 10s; pollard £7, bags included;
oats, 38 8d to 3s 10d ; maize, 3s 10d; to
43 ; oatmeal, £21 9s; pearl barley, £26;
hams and beacon, 9d ; butter 9d ; cheese,
74d ; potatoes, £3 15s. The market is
fall op all kinds of produce, and trade is

uiet.
4 Mr Buckland reports fatted steers, 27s;
cows, secondary, 14s per 100lbs; fat
heifers, 23s 4d ; calves, mixed sex, 38s to
53s.

Share Market : —Buyers of National
Bank shaves, 70s; South British, old,
81s. Sellers of Bank of New Zealand,
£92 10s. Mining sales to-day—Caledo-
nian, £4 10s ; Moanatairi ; £7 12s 6d;
Waitekauri, 125 9d ; Alburnia, 58s; Ku-
runui, 20s ; Piako, 10s.

WELLINGTON.
July 30.
At the Hutt on Friday, Frederick
Gellan committed rape on a little girl
10 years of age while she was coming
from school. He was committed for

trial.

At Bulls on Saturday, Wilkins, a tailor,
of Wellington, was committed for trial
charged with an indecent assault on his
two daughters, aged respectively nine:
and eleven years. About three years
ago the same man was convicted of
laying poisoned vegetables, with the
intention of poisoning his neighbor’s
SOWS.

The Customs authorities have received
the following netification from the Secre-
tary of the Marine Doard of South Aus-
tralia:—* A new bright revolving first
order light, having an eclipse every
thirty seconds, will be exhibited at
Tipara Reef, Spencer Gulf, on August
20th and will be visible about 18 miles.”

July 31

The Australia with the London Mails
of the 28th June, sailed from San
Francisco for Aucklend on the 18th
July, her contract date.

'thc City of New York, with the New
Zealand mails, leaving Auckland on the
4th inst. and arrived at San Francisco on
the 26th.

NEW PLYMOUTH
July 30.
The body of Newbegin has been found
in the Waitara river, just above the
bridge. An inquest is now being held.

The young ladies at the Post Office
are likely to remain unmarried—they are
always sending the mails nwaf;.

The same thing under different cir-
cumstances may produce different results,
Many a lover kisscs and wears on his
heart as a priceless treasure the same lock
of hair that in his soup he would rczard
with loathing.
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SUEZ MAIL NEWS.

Prr RincaroomA.
LONDON.

June 8.

The Queen is at Balmoral in good

“health.

In the House of Commans, Mr Bourke
in answer to a question, said ne proposals
had qeen made by Russia for the Jocal-
isation of the war, and that when the
question of peace can be discussed, it
was one that would concern Europe and
the European Colonies would, consid

In celebration of his Jubilee, the Pope
received 5000 pilgrims on the 2nd June.

The brigand Chief Leore hasbeen killed
in an encounter with the Gendarmes in
Sicily.

Sir Julius and Lady Vogel were
amongst those present at Lord Carnar-
von's on the anniversary of the Queen's
Birthday.

Obituary—Grand}{Duke Thesse, Miss
Mary Carpenter, Justice Mellish, Ernest
Picard, French Senator, Rev. G. Peeks,
Ex-President of the Wesleyan Confer-
ence.

that they had a right to share in the de-
Iiberations respecting the future.
Howard Vincent, the correspondent
of the Daily Telegraph, after being cor-
dially received at the Russian head
quarters by the Grand Duke Nicholas,
was peremptorily ordered away by in-
structions from St. Petersburg. Colonel

Brackenburg represents the Times at the | P€

Russian head quarters, and Archibald
Forbes and McGabin are also there.

Three hundred English officers have
offered their services to Turkey.

Dervish Pasha has been appointed
Governor of Kars.

Turkish papers in Constantinople, in
commenting on the peace rumours, say
the Grand Vizier, ham Pasha, and
Safyvet Pasha, are in favor of making
terms with Russia after the first decisive
action. The German and Austrian

b s are united in endeavoring
to influence Turkey in favor of peace.

Morissa with four thousand Tur-
kish cavalry was utterly routed at Kule
on the lut%ay by the Russians move-
able column of ecavalry, infantry, and
artillery. They were attacked at mid-
night on three sides. Several mouuntain

ne, ition, wagons, and standard,

ides ]n-isonen, were taken.

Temple Bey a nephew of the Bishop of
Exeter, and physician to the Sultan, has
been summarily ordered to go to Bat-
choum, or quit, the Sultan's service, for
informing him that many of the shells

d by his troops on the Danube con-
tained no powder.

The military correspondent of the
Daily Telegraph states the Russian
forces for the Danube consists of nine
corps, with a total strength of 310,000
men and 970 guns, besides some batallions
of engineers, 10 regiments of Cossacks, a
brigade of rifles, and two or three com-

nies of marines. Then there is the

umania army of some 30,000 effective.

The Turkish arms in Europe amount
to 412 battallions, 75 squadrous, and 590
field guns, few batteries of mitrailleuses,
200,000 infantry, and 12,000 horse of
irregulars. There appears to be no doubt
of the numerical inferiority of the Turks.

At Ardahan the Russians were re-
pulsed five times, but on the fifth occasion
they began to attack 40,000 men there.

‘'The commandant of Ardahan, a young
man lost courage and made his escape.

The heriditary Prince of Bokara has
arrived at Constantinople for the purpose
of submitting a plan of attack on Russia
and enlisting mussulmen.

The Italian paper has announced the
arrival at Home of five cards of presents
from Queen Victoria to the Pope,

W. H. Hodgson, one of the Solicitors
to the Treasury, was stuck up, on the
28th of May on Black Heath, when re-
turning in a close carriage from Green-
wich with a daughter and neice. The
robbers who were maskgd, presented a
pistol at the driver's bead, and com-
pelled Mr Hodgson to give up all the
money he had about him.

A similar outrage occurred in York-
shire on the following day. In neither
case there is no clue to the offenders.

In the cricket match between North
and South W. G. Grace, in the first
innings of the South scored 252 runs,
and then not out.

The first yearling sale at Middle Park,
45 lots realized 12,285 guineas, or an
average of 273 guineas each. The
highest price was for a bay colt by
Rosicrution fifteen hundred guineas.

The heat in London, was most ex-
cessive early in June.

Sir Henry Pelly, M.P., for Hur]ingdop.
received a sunstroke while riding in
Hyde Park. He died from the effects.

German papers state a league is being
formed in Russia for the rejection of all
English products until England shall
abandon sympathy for Turkey.

William Dufton, a well-known bI'”lRl'd
player, has committed suicide by poison.

Several thousand men are employed
throwing up defences at Constantinople.

A resolution in favor of disestablish-
ment has been carried by 460 to 78 votee
at the meeting of the General Assembly
of the Free Church of Scotland.

At alarge influential meeting of clergy-
men on t.i]c 21st of May, it was unani-
mously resolved to disregard the decision
of the Judicial Committee in the Redistale
case

a

PARLIAMENTARY.
‘WELLINGTON. '
July 27.

The Waste Lands Bill is a consolida-
dation measure and very bulky. It re-
als all previous Acts and Ordinances,
and will hardly be down this week.

The Financial Statement cannot be
made until about the middle of next
week, It will be very elaborate.

In the House yesterday Mr. Karaitiana
presented a petition from 232 natives of
Omahu, agreed to at a meeting. The
petition was received. 7%

Mr. Morris presented a petition from
several native praying for compensution
for lands confiscated.

Mr. Rolleston gave notice of asking
whether the Government intend intro-
ducing a Bill to make provison for the
Deaf and Dumb Asylum. ;

Mr. Woodcock gave notice of question
as to whether the Government intend
making any change in the incidence of
taxation.

Mr. Sutton gave notice of a Bill for
further endowments for the Town of
Napier.

Mr. Gisborne gave notice ofa question
as to whether the Government will
amend the Adulteration of Foodand
Drink Bill.

Mr. Wakefield gave notice asking for
a return of the names of the police, their
rank and seniority.

A caucus of Auckland members was
held at two o'clock to-day, which was
largely attended. The object was to

lieve in the provisions relating to private
subscriptions. If a man broke his leg,
what would become of him under the
Bill. The whole thing was made to de-
pend upon the managers.  The Bill did
not make sufficient provision for men to
avail themselves of. The Government
did not propose a fair system, but simply
shirked their responsibility, and threw
the burden on the people.” He keenly
criticised in an incisive speech this part
of the Bill. Mr. Btevens excited some
amusement by constantly protesting and
saying he did not wish to oppose the
Government.

The Premier (Major Afkinson) thought
the conclusion the last speaker arrived at
had been narrowed by the fact of his
having lived in a community which could
always support its own poor. When the
provincial institutions were taken over,
the charge for Hospitals, &c. for the
whole o% the colony amounted to
£59,000, of which Canterbury alone paid
£29,000. The proposed system worked
well in Otago. He hoped the voluntary
system would be preferred to anything
in the shape of a poor rate, which Mr
Stevens seemed to desire. In New Zea-
land that should be the last thing thought
of. If that system was once commenced,
there would soon be no limit to it. If
he understood Mr Rolleston aright, he
advocated simple communism, and seemed
to think that the poor had simply a right
to take from their richer brethren. He
asked the House to consider the real
question at issue, which was whether such
institutions should be supported by local
effort, or whether a system of poor rates
was to be instituted.

STAFFORD INVENTING
A POLICY.

While the Premier was speaking, Mr
Rollesten looked up from his papers, evi-
dently priming for another speech.

Mr Stafford during the debate sat as
if dreamig over the memories of the
past. With his back to the Speaker, his
hand over his brow, he sits with an air
of deep abstraction. It is understood he
is inventing some wonderful policy.

Mr Kelly next addressed the House in
a preaching style. He emphasised the
Order Paper in his hands, his inten-
tion to support the d reading, with

consider Judge Gillies’ recent d
invalidating the Waste Lands Board's
transactions on the ground of the techni-
cal omission of the words “with the ad-
vice and by the consent of the Executive.”
The caucus agreed to a Bill to validate
the constitution of the Board. The
Government promises to facilitate the
passing of the Bill through all its stages.
NATIVE LAND’S BILL.

It is said the Government will not
make this a measure to stand or fall on.
It is expected it will receive violent oppo-
sition, and will not be carrried.

THE COUNTIES BILL

Merely remedies defectsin the measure
of last year, and contains a provision
making the adoption of the Act compul-
sory on the whole country.

NATIVE LANDS COURT BILL.

X July 28.

Mr Travers, who is opposed to the
Native Lands Court Bill, has given no-
tice of a question as to what revenue has
accrued from the Native Lands Act.

‘THE AGENT-GENERAL.

After some papers ard retarns had
been laid on the table yesterday, notices
of motion given, &c., the Premier, in
reply to a question put, said that the
engagement with Sir Julius Vogel as
Agent-General would terminate in De-
cember next. )

WAYS AND MEANS.

The Colonial Treasurer moved and
carried an Imprest Supply Bill for a
quarter of a million of money.

GOLD MINING BILL.

There was some slight opposition to
the second reading of this Bill, but it was
carried by a majority of 37. Several
members of the Opposition voted with
the Government.

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS
BIT

L.

The sccond reading of this Bill gave
rise to considerable discussion, the Oppo-
sition being led off by Mr. Rolleston, who
objected to the principle of the measure.

He was 'followed by Dr. Wallis, who
resumed the debate on the House meet-
ing at]7 pm. He said the Bill placed the
affairs oFthc country in the hands of the
Goyvernment, and was an imperfect mea-
sure. It would be a very good Act if the
Government simply made it a Bill for
industrial schools.

Mr. Stevens made a slashing speech
against the Bill, and moved that it be
“read that day six months.” Hekept on
protesting he did not wish to oppose the
Government, but the Bill set at naught
the feelings of an important section of the
community, and there were no provisions
for sufficiency of funds. He did not be-

reservations, mental and others.

Mr Rees, in a slashing speech, chaffed
Mr Kelly for his lame and impotent
speech. He gave a legal review of the
Bill, and said there was nothing in the
Act to prevent the managers sending a
person out to die. He generally regarded
the main principles of the Bill as vicious,
and as tending to throw the burdens on
the poor, who it was said so loved the
pockets of the rich men. He read ex-
tracts from Mills’ Political Economy, and
criticised the drafting of the Bill. How
long would Govetnment support to these
institutions last ¥ [Mr Whitaker :
Five years.] Mr Rees hoped the Go-
vl;:mment would be uble to guarantee
that.

PERSONAL ABUSE FROM REES.

Mr. Rees raid the Government was not
responsible under the Bill. The Govern-
ment and Governor shifted the responsi-
bility from hand to hand. ~The principle
of giving powers to the Governor was
unknown in English law. He made an
onslaught on the Hon. Mr. Reid, and
expressed his surprise that that hon.
gentleman, who used to be such a lion in
the Opposition had become a lamb on the
Government benches, and shewed none
of his old vigour. Did anyone expect
sincerity now from him? The Govern-

A CONVERTED MINISTERITALIST.

Mr Ballance, who regards himself as an
incipient Colonial Treasurer, said the
Bill was damaging, demoralizing, pauper-
ising. It made no attempt to develope
local effort. He approved of the main
principle that the burden of charitable
aid should be taily distributed.

Mr Lumsden supported the Bill, and
approved of the voluntary system.

r Montgomery moved an adjourn-

ment, but it was negatived.

Messrs Fisher and Rowe next spoke.

The debate was adjourned on the
motien of Mr Macandrew, at 12.45.

VOGEL'S SERVICES DISPENSED
WITH

STAFFORD AGENT-GENERAL.
July 30.
Mr. Stafford being about to visit Eng-
land, the Agent-Generalship has been
offered him, and accepted.
Sir Julius Vogel's services will be dis-
pensed with.,

ELECTORAL FRANCHISE.
It is understood the Government dur-
ing the session will make important
amendments in the electoral franchise.

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS
BILL.

Mr Swanson will move an important
amendment on the Charitable Institutions
Bill to prevent clashing with the Desti-
tute Persous Relief Act.

NATIVE LAND CLAIMS.
The Middle Island natives land claims
will again be brought under the con-
sideration of Parliament by Mr Tairoa.

MINISTERIAL BANQUETS.
Ministerial banquets are again coming
into fashion. One of these was given on
Saturday night, and the ancient memories
of Vogelian splendor were revived.

THE OPPOSITION PARTY.
No Opposition party has yet been
definitely formed. Something will be
done, however, about Wednesday.

GOVERNMENT BILLS.

The Ministry are most industrious. A
large number of consolidation Bills have
been brought down. It is doubtful
whether all the Government measures
can be got through Committee this
session.

ELECTIVE UPPER HOUSE.

It is understood that in the debate on
the proposed Bill to amend the franchice,
the question of making the Upper House
elective will be raised, and that the
principle is likely to receive a large
measure of support.

The Government have got Mr Wool-
cock to ask whether it is intended to
amend the franchise, in order to give an
opportunity for discussion.

THE OPPOSITION WHIPS.
Messrs. Sheehan and Brown, the op-
position whips, have not arrived. The
Opposition will meet after the Financial
Statement.

RAILWAY DEFICIENCY.

There is a nice little row in the
Treasury which is likely to delay the
Financial Statement indegnately. Some
one has discovered that there is a de-
ficiency of £60,000 on the Southern
Railway aceount, and all the fat is in the
fire. Correspondence and the wires are
at work to discoverthat trifling deficiency
of £60,000, and despair sits on the faces
of the Treasury clerks. Major Atkinson's
noble countenance wears an interesting
air of mournful melancholy. If that
£60,000 be not found, the Financial
Statement niast be put off until it can.

ment shirked their own r ibilities,
and wanted other people to do their work.
He wondered whether any of the swells
in the Ministerial residence on Tinakori-
road would receive the poor if the country
did not support them ? = Would they take
them in ?

Mr. Swanson hoped the Bill would not
be thrown out.  He hoped the question
would receive their attention.

TRAVER'S AN OPPOSITIONIST.

Mr Travers delivered an able speech.
His style was particularly good. But he
regarded the Bill {rom a Wellington
point of view. He condemned the mere
voluntary system, The country was too
young for it. Evidently from his speech,
Mr Travers will be a strong opponent to
the Government.

AWAKENING OF MR STAFFORD.

During his speech, Mr Stafford awoke
from his pale studentary air and con-
descended a languid interest in Mr
Travers. Mr Stafford is a politician in
a very interesting stage. By and by we
may expect something  wonderful.  He
appears to think *¢ after me and then the
deluge.” He faces his old opponent Mr
Fox, with historic pugnacity. The old
sce saw game between him and Mr Fox
of alternate premiership is not possible

now.
Mr Wakeficld slated the Bill.

Mrs Partington doesn't talk nearly as
much as she nsed to. She hasn't even
found out that the lady with a snowy
brow must have a refrigerator congealed
somewhere about her.

A morning paper in an obituai y of one
who died in Boston a few days since says :
‘‘ He was formerly a native of Lynn.”
What place he was a native of in later
years is the unsettled question,—Bostom
Traveller.

Sir John Lubbock published a paper
entitled Ancient National Monuments, in
which he relates the story of an Irish
nobleman, who, wishing to preserve the
remains of Con O'Neill's castle at Castle-
reagh, directed his agent to build a wall
round the field. The Goth pulled down
the ruins to make the wall.

An American saloon-keeper named his
resort “ Nowhere,” 8o that when his mar-
ried customers went home late, and their
wives wanted to kuow where they had
been, they could safely tell them the
truth.

A pedagogue told one of his scholars,
a son of the Emerald Isle, to spell * hos-
tility.” ¢ H-o-r-s-e, horse,” commenced
Pat. “Not horse-tility,” said the tea-
cher, “but hes-tility.” Sure,” replied
Pat, “an’ didn't ye tell me the other day

not to say hoss? Och, it's one thing
wid ye one day and another the nixt!”
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We learn from a ‘Wellington correspon-
dent that the Canterbury moﬁoben are :l:?ng
every means to get the leases of the run-
holders in the Provincial District of Cantor-
bury renewed, by using influonce both in-
sido and outside the House. Through Sir

. Grey's obstinacy, in making Separation
the card of the session for the Opposition,
mo}nd of the localisation of the Land Fund,
which would likely be supported by Minis-
ters themselves, the Canterbury membors
will not only likely gain their ;point with
respect to the leasing of tho rune, but also
manmuvre 80 as to also retain their land
fund for their own exclusive benefit.

An accident, which might have proved
serious, were it not for the assistance
promptly rendered, occurred on Thursday at
the Swamp Reclamation Works, in a strect
marked on the map of the Borough as
Station-street. A horse harnessed to a trap,
in which there was a fomalo and a lad, was
being driven over the land recently reclaimed
for Mr Watt. The driver somehow managed
to get near the edge and the horse trap and
1ts contents fell into Station-street, or rather
station bog, and there remained stationary,
until assistance was obtained, from the men
who were on the works, and who perceived
the accident. They managed first to get the
late occupants of the vehicle out of their
dilemma without injury, and afterwards the
trap and horse. Some steps ought to. be
taken by the Corporation either to fence
the Station-street,in or got it rocluimed ere
an accident of a more serious nature occurs,

The Catholic Bazaar for the benefit of the
funds of 8t. Mary’s Church was opened on
Thurld-; night in the Oddfellows Hall. The
hall, which was well patronised, was prettily
decorated with ferns and flowers, a couple of
large forns brought from Taupo by Mr.
Peters and pl over the stall at the head
of the room, being particularly noticeable.
Tho stalls woere very prettily fitted up,
and the fancy Parisian goods offered in
each compartment had a nice effect. The
stalls were presided over by Mosdames
Peters, Reardon, Corry, Cranny, Hawkens,
8t. Clair, and Butler, and Misses Hawkens,
Corry, Hunter, and Reardon, The Artillery
Band discoursed swoet music throughout
the evening.

A large number of our readers will regret
to learn that arrangements have been com-
leted by Mr W. Britten, of the Clarondon
otel, for the disposal of his busi
During Mr Britten’s tenure of the Clarendon,
now anbout nine years, that hostelry has com-
bined all the comforts of & home with the
liberty of a hotel. It was a house that had
peculiarly distinctive features, which were
solely due to Mr and Mrs Britten’s never
varying urbanity and kindness. In a town
like Napier, where 50 many bachelors are to
be found, a house of the character of the
Clarendon Hotel b a ity, With
the departure of its proprietors, the house
must lose many of those traits in its manage-
ment that made it regarded more as a Club
than as a public house. Mr Britten gives
up possession of the house on the lst
September next. Mr M. Corcoran, late of
the Greyhound Hotel, Auckland, is the
incoming proprietor.

The new member for Napier, Mr F. Sut-
ton, has given notice in the House to bring
in a Bill to enlarge the boundaries of this
Borough. According to the resolution of
the unicipal Council, the enlargement
desired is in the direction of tho Royal Hotel,
and would include about two acres of the
lagoon within the boundaries of the town.
The funny part of the thing js that the lagoon
is the property of the Harbor Board, and that
Mr Sutfon is a member of that Board. Mr
Sutton’s Bill should be called a Bill to
enable the Corporation of Napier to seize
the Napior Hmbor Board's endowment.

A work hns been published entitled *‘ His-
tory and politics,” from the pen of Mr R.
Wakelin, editor of the Wairarapa Standard,
and who previously edited tho Wellington
Tuodependent, New Zealand Advertiser, and
several other Wellington fiuum:ls, and who
also, in the early daysof the colony, oc-
cupied the position of clerk to the late Dr.
Featherston during the first years of his
Superintendency of the province of Wel-
lington. Mr Wakelin is an able writer,and the
work when announced was expected to con-
tain valuable information regarding the
early history of the colony. We have not
had the plessure of perusing the book, but
wo are informed by a friendly critic in the
Wellington Argus, that the author has dis-
apponted those who expected botter from
his pen, The Argus advises Mr Wakelin to
give more information, and fewer of his own
stale leading nrticles written years gone by, as
they belong to the buried past. The author,
n% we have stated, is competent to write a
good history of the politics of the early days
of the colony, and it will be a matter of re-
gret if, in his next edition, he should permit
his egotism to get so far the better of his
judgment, s to again only hash up his own
views on political subjects.

There was a good mustor of members at
the monthly inepection of the Napier Artil-
lers on Friday,  After the Company had
been inspected, s Battery Order was read,
which announced the promotion of Corporal
Gilberd to the rank of Sergeant, Bom‘bndur
Millar to Corpora’, and Gupver Christie to
Zombadier,

Mr Thorne, The Chief Insurance Agent
in Auckland, and Mr Knight, the head of the
Department, have been having a paper pellet
warfare over mattors in connection with the
Department. Tho equabble has (writes a
correspondent to a Northern Journal) prin-
cipally arisen from tho unoflicial manner in
which Mr. Knight wrote to one of the oldest
and ‘most respected medical practitionors
in Auckland. Some of the members have
foruu'd the correspondence, and it is most
ikely the subject will be inquired into.

Last week, the Napier Fire Brigade
held a steam practice.  There were about
thirty members presont. Amongst the spec-
tators was Captain Gorrie, of the Blenheim
Fire Brigade, who after the practice was
over complimented the officers and men of
the Brigade on the efficient manner they
went theough their drill.  After the men
wero dismissed, Captain Gorrie invited the
officers and men to the Criterion Hotel.
After refreshments had been provided, the
health of Captain Gorrio was proposed and
heartily drunk. In acknowledging the toast
Captain Gorrie said it gave him pleasuro to
be present that evening, and he desired to
state without flattery, that the manner in
which the Brigade went through its practice
that evening could not be excelled or per-
haps equalled in any portion of the colony.
They were well-officered, and the Brigade
was a credit to Napier. Mr. Miller their
Captain was not only a thorough practical
man, but also one who appeared to deser-
vedly command their respect. He would
also say thet their appliances wero not only
in capital condition, and ready for any emer-
gency, but also suitable in every respect to
combat the fire clements when required. In
Blenheim, the Brigade was not so strong,
and their practices not being so frequent
they wero perhaps not quite so efficient as
at Napier, nevertheless he could tell them
that the Blenheim Brigade had done good
service at fires in that part of the colony.
(Cheers.) He hoped the Napier Brigade
would continue to keep up its efficiency, and
that the day was not far distant when the
Napier and Blenheim Brigades would have
a friendly contest such as that at Dunedin.
(Cheers.) Several members then contributed
to the enjoyment of the evening by exhibit-
ing their vocal powers, and a pleasant even-
ing was wound up, by the whole company
Jjoining in singing * Auld Lang Syne.”

It will be remembered during the debate
on the Piako Swamp last session, Mr Stafford
made a great point in refuting some state-

ments made by Sir G, Grey by stating that |,

when Sir G. Grey was Governor he left blank
forms with his Vice-regal signature attached
to be at the service of Ministers. It is now
reported that the ex-Governor has documents
in his possesion, which will make the hon.
member for Timaru look small with respect
to how these matters were managed during
Mr Stafford’s Colonial Secretaryship.

It is expected that the Napier-Takapau
railway will be opened to Kopua some time
in October next ; about a mile and a half of
the permanent way being alroady completed.
The station buildings at Kopua are in hand,
and tonders are called for the erection of
a station master's residence. The road from
Kopua station to be the main road at Norse-
wood, is about half finished, and will be
quite ready for traflic by the time the rail-
way is opened.

There are several enquiries at present by
southern capitalists for large sheep stations
in this provincial district. As a rule, the
gizo of tHe estates here do not come up to
the expectations of buyers, who, for the most
part, having been accustomed to large rough
areas of land in the other island, do not
realise the fact that our coumtry carries far
more stock to the acre than can the runs of
Canterbury and Otago.

A correspondent in another column draws
attention to the horrible stench emitted,
from the” sewerage flowing daily along the
open drains of Hastings, Tennyson, and
Emerson, streets. On Friday the smell
was almost unbearable, 'We see no remedy
for this disgraceful stato of things but to
have concrete drains which can be easily
flushed and cleansed. The broken down
and often choked up gutters that now do duty
for drains, merely form the recoptacle for
all the rubbish and half rotten garbage that
may drift or be blown into them. In hot
weather these gutters will be fruitful sources
of disease.

Mr John Steed was the successful tenderer
for the Gias Company’s coke for 12 months,
at 25 6d per bag.

The Otago Daily Times says it will not be
surprised if the imposition of a land tax is
proposed by the Government this session.

The interest of the information that the
remains of moas had been found in a remote
spot on the west side of the dividing range
of the South Island has been rather spoiit
by a correspondent of the Inangahua Times,
who states that the alleged “moa bones”
found at the Inangahua Junction have
turned out to be the bones of a calf belong-
ing to a settler named Christy, which had
been washed into the cave and died.

The statement made in the Wellington
papera to the effect that Messrs Hastwell and
Macara have purchased the West Coast line
of conches from Mr A. Young is contradicted
by o Wairarapa paper,  Overtures for pui-
chase, it says, were made by Mr Young, but
were not accopted by Ilastwell and Macara,

—

The general annual meeting of the sub-
soribers to the Napier Atheneum was held
on Friday, Dr Spencer in the Chair. The
report, which was adopted, showed that the
total number of subscribers was 179, The
statement of accounts showed, after tho pay-
ment of all outstanding liabilities, a balance
of £11 16s 4d.  The following were elected
office bearers for the ensuing year :—Prosi-
dent, R. Stuart, Hsq.; Secretary, Mr Fielder;
Troasurer, Mr W, Smith. Committee* Dr.
Spencer, Messrs Brooking, J. W. Carlile;
Dugleby, Garner, Guy, Holder, Large, and
Peppercorne. A resolution was carried rais-
ing the amount of annual subscription from
10s to ono guinea, and another motion was
p ssed entitling quarterly subscribers of &s
to the use of the reading-room and library.
Votes of thanks were carried to the retiring
Committee, and to the Chairman, and the
meeting separated.

The Wellington Argus, although it has
changed its editor, has not altered its tone
in politics. In its last Wednesday's issue, a
sub-leader appears in which the writer denies
that it is the duty of the Opposition to frame
an antagonistic policy to that of the Govern-
ment. When the leader of the Opposition
is able so “ to diseredit the administration of
the existing Government as to lead to their
resignation, then the time will have come
for the development of his polioy ; but no
sooner.”” It is worthy of remark that the
same views were enunciated by Mr Fox,
when he carried a vote of want of confidence
motion in the Stafford Ministry in 1869.

Our Poverty Bay neighbors are busily
discussing the benefits which will acerue to
the district from the cultivation of the
tobacco plant. A large number of settlers,
it is said, are about to turn their attention
to tobacco culture,

To the Editor : Sir,—I notice that several
of the newly-elected Road Boards have fixed
the rates for the ensuing year. I wish to
ask, whether a Board can do more than elect
a Chairman until the names of the new
‘Wardens and Chairmen are officiatly ga-
zetted.—I am, &c., Q.—[A Board is not in
legal existenco until formally gazetted. It
is the duty of the chairmen to forward the
names of the Wardens to the Colonial Seore-
tary immediately after the election.—
Ep. D. T.]

Mr, John Sheehan, M.H.R. for Rodney,
proceeded on Monday by train to Takapau
from whence he will travel by coach to the
seat of Government.

At the banquet given to Mr ;Macandrew
in Dunedin last week, Mr Stout intimated
that the Otago Opposition Contingent in-
tended to abandon their- old platform of
Separation.  Both the Otago morning
journals approve of this course of action, so
in the event of Sir Greorge Grey attempting
to resuscitate the ery, he will find himself
in & more hopeless minority than last year.

The charge sheet at the Resident Magis-
trate’s Court was blank on Saturday.

We (Foverty Bay Herald) regret having
to record a singular accident which occurred
on Saturday at Rotorus, terminating in the
death of Mr G.. A. Brown, a brother of Mr
E. K. Brown, of Gisborne. The deceased,
who was well-known to many of our readers,
having resided for some weeks in Poverty
Bay, fell into a hot spring at Rotorua, seald-
ing the lower half of his body ina most
serious manner. Ile was at once extricated,
a medical man was speedily summoned to
his aid, and Captain Mair also bestowed the
utmost care and attention upon the sufferer,
remaining constantly by his bedside, but all
was unavailing ; he gradually sank, without
suffering pain, and expired at 6 p.m. on
Wednesday evening. e learn that the
deceased, who was always addicted to travel-
ling, returned to New Zealand from Victoria
with the express object of making & tour to
the selfsame springs where he met with so
sudden and untimely a fate.

The special correspondent of the New
Zealand Herald wired the following to the
New Zealand Herald on Tuesday:—* At
present, however, there is no organised Op-
position, orany acknowledged head. Indeed
parties are disintegrated, and the faith of last
yearis no longer binding on any side.
There are various canards. Some think Mr.
Stafford is ready for office; others affirm
that Mr. Montgomery aims at the leadership
of the Opposition, with the view if attainable
of taking & seat in the new Ministry, Mr,
Gisborne is also believed to be ready to re-
turn to those benches which he too suddenly
vacatod in 1872 ; and there are one or two
Auckland men who, in conjunction with Mr,
Stout and others, are thought not unlikely to
try the effect of a combination should a
chanee for ousting the Ministry offer. All
at present is uncertainty. Ministers them-
sclves are as yet unable to prick a card cors
rectly as to what support they may expect,
and the Opposition is in a similar fix.”

At the Waste Lands Board's sale of
forfeited sections, under the deferred poyment
system, and which are situated at Makaretu,
the following prices were obtained. There
were nine sections for which application lad
been made. No. 13 was bought by Mr. B,
W. Knowles for £50 5s; No. 15, £50 6s, and
No. 86, £30, both being bought by M.
1. W. Knowles.  No. 17, buyer Mr Arrow,
for £156 ; No. 64, buyer Mr Madds Sattrap,
at upset price; No. 110, Mr F. Forward,
£31 16s; No. 111, Mr Edgecombe, £30;
Nos. 49, and 50, failed to secure their upset

prioes, and were consequently withdrawn.

No liftle disappointment has been caused
by the waather proving too stormy for any
communication to be made with the mail
steamer Rotorua. In addtior to the incon-
venionce caused to passengers being carried
on to Auckland, nng to intending passengers
being left behind, the English outward mails
by San Francisco have not been farwarded
from here, and the southern mails for
Napier have of course been taken on. Wo
hear also that several cases containing fancy
ball dresses and costumes for the forth-
coming ball have, with mails and passengers,
been passed on to Auckland,

During Satarday,  Sunday, and
Monday last, the rainfall re-
gistered at the meteorological station at Port
Ahuriri, has been rather more than one inch
and a-half. The rain, which has been warm,
and for the most part gentle, must have done
much good in the country districts.

Of the Grey River, the Argus says that
where vessels used to moor in deep water a
year or so ago, there is scarcely enough water
to float a dingy.  Unless something is done
there is fear that the deep water will be con-
fined to the lower end of the wharf.

A meeting was held at the School-house,
Tamamu, on Saturday last, for the purpose
of forming a Road Board for the Tamamu
district. Mesars J. N. Williams, J. M‘Ken-
zie, K Gollan, J. Nairn, and A. M‘Hardy,
were clected wardens,  Mr M‘Hardy was
elected Chairman |

Mr E. C. Goldsmith and Mr Connell, of
the Survey Department, returned to town
from the Coast on Friday evening last, after
completing the survey by minor triangulation
of Mr Cartwright Brown’s run, known as the
Wangapaparoa block: We understand that
Mr Goldsmith met with considerable opposi-
tion from the natives in his attempt to con-
nect the survoy with the major triangulation,
and was in consequence prevented from
completing the work, The natives destroyed:
all the trig stations which were putup
between Opapi and Wangaparos, and at
Te Kaha about two hundred natives assem-
bled to oppose the erection of stations, and
told Mr Goldsmith that any he put up
would be pulled down again, a threat which
was actually carried out. The peculiar fea-
ture about the opposition shewn by the na-
tives in this instance is, that the survey was
one of those which are undertaken by the
Government on application being made, and
the expenses of the survey paid by the ap-
plicants.—~Bay of Plenty Times, July 18.

Referring to the smendments to the
Counties Act proposed at the Conference
of Chrirmen of Road Boards,a Christchurch
paper remarks:—“In short, the Road Boards
of Canterbury want a Provincial Council to
rule their affairs. This from former oppo-
nents of the Provincial system is very
suggestive.”

There are at present 115 prisoners in the
Lyttelton Gaol, & larger xumber than has
been hitherto conﬂyud there. « The work of
extending the gaol dation .is pro-
gressing rapidly,

In commenting on the Governor's speech,
put into his mouth by the Ministry, at the
opening of Parliament, the Canterbury
Times says :—* Altogether, we see no sign
that the Ministry is in any way able to cope
with the grave difliculties of the situation.
With a constitution in the dust, with finance
in extremis, with local government a failure,
with the fairest portions of the Colony com-
plaining of their hampered commerce and
disorganised industries, the Government
smilinglfy talks of progress, and prates about
its satisfaction, chronicles the labors of Cap-
tain Campbell Walker, and comp]ncent?
talks about a few Bills which it holds in its
weak grasp, and of which it knows appar-
ently nothing, or is heartily ashamed. In
short, the Government is not only without a
policy, and without knowledge of the situ-
ation, but actually without ideas. As a Go-
vernment composed as it is, it would be a
wonder if it ever had any ideas on anything.
The gpeech ends with tie usual prayer for
guidance. Never was there greater need of
such a prayer ; never was there such a cause
to desire tho success of his Excellency’s
petition,”

Concerning the Hon. Dr. Pollen and his
interviews with the Whpikato natives, the
Auckland correspondent of the Canterbury
Times writes as &llowa :=—“In his firet in-
terview with them, after assuming office, he
tried the high falutin’ while the Maeris
stoically watched and earefully gauged him.
Recently, when he solicited an interview
for himself and his Excellengy, he was
?u‘leﬂy but thoroughly snubbed, and in-

ormed that they did not want to see him,
what they wanted was the restoration of the
Waikato lands ; until that was done, he
could remain at heme. Knowing, as he
must have done, the feeling of the Natives
at the present time, and their humble
opinion of himself as a * Maori doctor,” it
is to be regretted that he was so injudicious
as to place himself in such a position. Itis
not from every one that sulky natives will
take a lot of polished palaver, and 1 doubt
not that the Native Minister foels L'y this
time that it requires the head of Sir Loneld
to walk in Sir Donald’s footsteps.”

The Dunedin Star fears that sooier or
later special rates will have to be struck for
the maintenance of hospitals, lunatic as, lums
and other cognate ivstitutions, and tuinks
that the sooner that matter is faced out the

better. __ ... ild aaf
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The Olive ITighway Board held n meeting
at the West Clive Hotel, on Monday, for the
purposo of electing o Chairman, and striking
a rate. Mr R, P. Williams proposed Mr
Orr for the post of Chairman, but the nomi-
uation found no seconder. MrJ. Bonnett
then proposed Mr I. Sutton, and this was
eeconded by Mr Hollis. No other nomina-
tion being made, Mr Sutton was doclared
elected, Mr W. Ory, at tho request of the
meeting, consonted to nct as Chajrman during
the absence of Mr Sutton at the reat of Go-
vornment, The Board then struck a rate of
sixponco in the £., and the proceedings ter-
minated with a vote of thanks to the acting
Chairman.

‘We have to acknowledgoe with thanks the
receipt of n copy of the By-laws of the
Now Zoaland Radways. From a perusal of
theso we find a full justification of the con-
duct of the Gtuard who charged a passenger,
who had lost his ticket, the fare from Wai-

ukurau to Napior. Clause 10 of the By
aws states, that, “ any passenger travelling
under any circumstances without a ticket
shall pay the fare from the station whenge
the train originally started.” The New
Zealand Railway By-laws aro copies, wo
beliove, of those ruling in England, and
their apparent severity, we may be pretty
certain, was rendored necessary for the pre-
vention and punishment of fraud. The
passongor, whose caso wo cite in to-day's
issuo, had his money roturned to him on
representation to the proper authorities.

‘Woe understand that, owing to instructions
received from Wellington, the Commission
to hear certain evidence in the Waka Maori
caso will sit in future in the evenings. As
the caso is fixed to be heard at Wellington
on Monday the 20th of August, and as there
are a number of witnesses to be heard whose
ovidence might extend to some length,
the course now adopted has become o matter
almost of necessity.

The want of another Club in Napior has
for some timo past been keenly felt, and we
aro glad to hear that steps are being taken
to establish ono.

The Municipal Public Works Committee
sat on Tuesday, and the Council on Thurs-
day. It may interest ratepayers to
know that the present dobt of the Corpora-
tion to the Bank—the ever-draft bug-bear—
has been reduced to £780, to meet which
there are over £1000 of uncollected rates for
the half year ending October next, and
£1900 of General Government subsidy due
for the year that ended in June last. We
should state that our figures are in round
numbers,

A considerable quantity of water was run-
ning through Taradale on Monday from the
Tutaekuri River, making its way across the
road, where it was about fifteen inches deep,
and finding an outlet by the salt-water
oreck into the inner harbor. The river
breaking out in this direction has relieved
Meanoe from a flood. There was very little
flood in the Ngaruroro and Tuki Tuki
“Rivers,

The ancients wrote their history on rocks,
and the Ten Commandments were writton
on stone, but the Hawke's Bay County

« Qouncil propose writing their by-laws on
water. By-law No, 2 relaung to places of
public recreation, roads as follows :—* No
person shall carry firearms through the
gundsm, or shoot, snare or destroy any wild

wl either in the gardens or in or on an
water adjaeent thereto, or bathe within aucfyl
distance from such gardens as shall be fixed
by any regulation of the Council, to be made
in that behalf in such water.”  Cowment is
superfluous,

By telegram we learn that Dr. Pollen in-
tends withdrawing the Friendly Societies
Bill, introduced by him, in order to make in
it certain amendments. A copy of Dr.
Pollen’s measure now lies beforo us, and it
is certainly an improvement on the Bill
brought before the Legislature last year,
although far from being what is desired by
the members af the Friendly Societios them-
selves.  As tho Bill is however to be intro-

. duced in another form, we shall not com-
ment on the principles laid down in the
withdrawn measure. i

The dioramn of the American War was
exhibited on Monday at the Oddfellows’ Hall,
ond attracted a large attendance. The dio-
rama shows & succession of pictures illustra-
ting many of the principal events of the war
of secession, 1863-65, and these are ably de-
soribed by the lecturer, Mr W, H. Thomp-
son. As n work of art, this diorama is far
inferior to any other that has been exhibited
in Napier, neitber the drawing nor the paint-
ing being true to nature. The ** mechanical
effects” are amusing from their grotesque
absurdity, Tho distribution of prizes was
faithfully earried out, and some very good
and useful articles were taken away by the
lucky ticket-holders, Tho diorama would
prove an interesting entertainment for
children.

Miss Alico May was in Manchester in
April. The “ Australian Nightingale,” as
she is termed in some of the papers, sooms
to have taken the eritics by storm. In all
places she has visited the newspaper notices
of her performances are more than favour-
able, and in many instances enthusiastic.
The Sunday Times says she is “one of the
most brilliant performers that has been seen
for years.” Mr Henry Hallam was appear-
ing as Prince Doro, in Princess Toto, at the

; 8tandard Theatre, London.

By referring to our. telegraphic columns,
our readers will learn that the mail steamer
with the American and Kuropean mails left
'Frisco at the contract date. She will be due
in Auckland on Saturday, the 11th instant.

The moeting, that was called on Monduy by
His Worship the Mayor, for the purpose of
eliciting public opinion with respect to the
Local Option Bill, was obliged to bo ad-
journed through the smallness of the attend-
ance, due to the wroetched state of the
weather. We have resson to think that
there is much interest felt on the subject of
licensing Iaws, and that at the next meeting
there will be a orowded attendance. At 8
o'closk on Monday only eight gentlemen had
found their way through the rain and mud
to tho Protestant Hall. This number was
afterwards increased to about twenty, when,
all hope of any more coming being aban-
doned, Mr Douglas McLean was voted to
the chair, and the meoting, on the motion of
Mr. M. R. Miller, was adjourned until
further notice.

A Conference of Ministers was held on
Monday in Knox’s Church at Dunedin to
consider the religious clauses in tho Educa-
tion Act. No Roman Catholic or Jewish
Ministers were presont. A good deal of dis-
cussion took place, and after several pro-
positions had been proposed and’ rejected,
the following motion was carried by a large
majority :—“That whereas (1) there are
very divorse opinions concorning religious
instruction in the schools; (2) the purely
denominationalist system would irritate and
tho purely secular system would shock the
general public; (3) the proposed compro-
mise runs closely along the lines already
pursued by the chief provinoes; (4) this
meeting deems it desirable to accept the Go-
vernment compromise,”

A correspondent of the Wairoa Free Pross,
who writes under tho signature ot “Momus”
appears to be fearfully and wonderfully ex-
cited ovor a paragraph in the Datty TELE-
arari which alluded to a by-law, relative to
the owners of pigs, said by the Herald’s
Wairoa correspondent to have been passed
by the Wairoa County Council. It turns
out after all, the Ierald correspondent
blundered, the by-law not having passed in
the ridiculous shape put by him. “ Momus"
must not be thin-skinned. Greater men than
he have drawn and framed laws equally as
nonsensioal as that which the Herald corres-
pondent gave the Wairoa County Council
credit for. If it be any balm to his wounded
and injured feelings, wo would express to
him our regret for relying on the correspon-
dent of the Herald for reliable information.

The Express is informed on the best
authority that, notwithstanding the state-
ment that the next Colonial Prize Firing
would be held in the Lake District, it is al-
ready settled that the next event will be held
on the Wairau Plain.

1t is stated that the Government intend to
place a considerable sum upon the Estimates,
to be distributed amongst the Mechanics'
Institutes in the Colony, and in aid of coun-
try Libraries.

A general meeting of the Wanganui Art
and Industrial Committee was held last week,
when it was resolved that the Exhibition be
opened on the 18th of this month,

Concerning a batch of immigrants de-
spatched from Home for Blenheim, the lix-

ress says :—* What is to become of them it
18 hard to tell. 'We hear of no outery for
laborers in any part of the Province.”

Severnl Nérthern papers strongly depre-
onte the “ mania for clorkdom ” which besets
the youth of New Zealand and their parents
The Post says :—“There are hundreds upon
hundreds more clerks in New Zealand than
there is work for, and the evil is daily be-
coming worse.”

From the nnmerous enquiries that are
constantly being made, we do not suppose
very many people are aware that the Police
Office at Napier is situated in the loft of the
Government buildings. This miserable
garret is less like a Police offico than the
store of a dealer in second hand goods, An
old cutlas or two, and some handcuffs, ex-
hibit an appearance of transactions in thea-
trical properties, while “ general goods” are
sufficiently represented by saddlery and
clothing. Tho office papers under these
circumstances heve to be bundled up into any
odd corner that may be unoccupied by an
“assortment of miscollancous articles, too
numerous to mention,” As a matter of
course, this pigeon loft is far too small for
what is wanted to be put into it, and the
Inspeotor of Police and his Clerk to make
room for themselves, have had to lumber up
the pussago with cases of clothing and an
arm chest. Even the office of the Inspector of
Sheep has Irad to be converted into a store
for surplus goods, consisting of arms, accou-
troments and saddlery. At night the Police
Office is one of the most diflicult of access of
any that could be pitched upon. A stranger,
if he, ean hit upon the right door of the
building, has to grope his way through a
dark passage and up a dangerous staircase,
If be does not break his neck going up, the
chances are he will fall headlong when he
comes down. There.aro soveral rooms in
the Government Building that could be used
as a Police Office, and we are surprised that
Major Scully has not represented to
the Grovernment the inconvenience which
the service suffers through the want of a con-
venient Police Office.

According to a West Coast paper seven
art unions,” to tho value of no less than
£14,700, are announced to be drawn upon
tho West Coast within the next three months,
Five of these are the usual lotteries on races,
ono is for o house and land at Kumera end
one is for the Hokitika Hospital.

We learn the proprietor of Thomp-
son’s Diorama has instructed his door-
keepers not to admit any reporter of the
TEIEGRAPH into the Oddfellows’ Hall during
b's  tenure of it, with a reporter’s ticket.
The tickets we hold were forwarded us,
signed “W. H. Thompson.” The only
reason we can assign for this departure from
the ordinary rule by Mr, Thompson, is owing
to the fact that on Tuesday our reporter did
not follow the hackneyed style of lavishing
praise on an exhibition not worthy of it, and
giving instead a fair and honest criticism,
and one in every respect true. Mr. Thomp-
son has a perfect right to give or withhold
reporter’s tickets as he pleases, but neverthe-
less ho has shown a want of courtesy, which
could only bo expeoted from one ignorant of

“

the  ordinary  rules of etiquette.
Instead of allowing a reporter to
run the risk of = being refused

admission at the door, he ought, were ho a
gentleman, to have notified to the office his in-
tention of withdrawing the authority given
by himself. 'We notice this matter, not that
wo care ono jot whether Mr. Thompson per-
mits our reporters to attend or not, but to
shew our {{’:Ilow journalists in other parts
of the colony what troatment they may
expect to receive from Mr. Thompson if they
follow our course, and giveanhonest and fair
oriticism of *“Thompson’s Diorama of the
American War.” Mr Thompson, in a letter
to the Herald, describes our report of the
exhibition asa “cruel and vindictive criti-
oism.” His letter leaves it to be inferred that
our opinion of his Diorama was due to the
smallness of his printing order. Mr Thomp-
son may disabuse his mind of any such idea.
Our readers may rest assured that they will
not be misled as to the character of a public
entertainment by anything which we shall
say. If a performance is good, or a picture
well painted, we shall say it is worth going
to see, butif one is bad, or the othera
wretchedly ill-drawn daub, no amount of
printing orders will warp our judgment.
Wo are informed by our correspondent
that a report is current at Wellington to the
offect that Sir Julius Vogel purposes return-
ing to New Zealand in November, and will
assume tho editorship of the Otago Daily
Times. The first portion of the report may
be true, but Sir Julius Vogel after winning
his way to the top of the tree would not, we
believe, go back to his first avocation on his
return, He would soon form a strong party
against those who have reaped the benefit of
his statecraft, and with the aid of his
friend Mr Macandrew oust from offico any
Ke{\rty who may then be occupants of the
inisterial benches.

The Napier Muncipal Council made a
great blunder in making its Public Works
committee consist of an absolute majority of
the Council. The reports of the Committee
to the Council under these circumstances,
are mere matters of form. The work of the
Borough is done in Committee, and conse-
quently in secret, and no opportunity is
afforded the public of judging of the actions
of individual members of the Couwcil. We
have heard it stated that the Commtttee de-
termined on Tuesday, at its sitting, to oppose
any motion that may be brought forward to
obtain for the Corporation other offices than
are now occupied. On Thursday evening,
therefore, five members of the Couneil
set their faces against a proposition that cer-
tainly ought to be made to provide a safe
place in which to Keep the public records.

If the Herald is correctly informed, the
evening sittings of the Waka Maori Com-
mission has been brought about, not by in-
structions from Wellington, but at the re-
quest of the solicitors employed in tho case,
who, being desirous of not putting the plain-
tiff and defendant to any further cost than
necessary, urged the necessity of evening
sittings on the attention of the Chairman, so
ns to get the evidence taken by the Commis-
sion returned to Wellington by the 20th
August. Tt isreally geatifying to notice how
eolicitous some members of the legal pro-
fession are to savé the pocketsof their clients.
Nevertheless, it is still whispered about that
those who pull the strings at Wellington
have not been altogether pleasod at the slow
manner in which evidence is said to have
been adduced.

At the annual meeting of ratepayers of the
Marackakabo district held on Friday Inst,
thefollowing gentlemen were elected wardens
for the ensuing year :—Messrs J. G. Kin-
ross, R. D. M‘Lean, W. Shrimpton, H. W. P.
Smith, and H. Ford.

There are few public men who can say
with Mr. James MacAndrew, the late Su-
perintendent of Otago:—* As far as I am
aware, I have neither relation nor kin in the
publio service in Now Zoaland, and gontle-
men, I can say safoly that I retired from a
long tenure of the highest office here— Chief
Magistrate of this great Province—a con-
siderably poorer man than I was when 1
entered it upwards of 10 years ago, and
goodness knows that was poor enough.”

The opposition to the proposed Native
Land Court Bill is assuming a formidable
shape, and if the Government insist upon
making it a vital question they will assuredly
be defeated.

The Taradale Board of Conservators
elected under the Rivers' Act, held their
first meeting nt the Taradale Hotel onTuesday
evening. Tho whole of the members of tho
Board were present, and great interest was

ifested in the proceedings. Mr. L. A,
Tiffen was voted to the chuir. M. Ander-
son was elected Secretary to the Board, and
My, H. 8. Tiffen, I'reasurer. The first busi-
ness of the meeting was to consider the
plans and specifications submitted to the
Board by Mr. James Grorrie, the agent of
Mr. Douslin.  All the members of the Board,
after hearing Mr. Gorrie render an explana-
tion of the scheme, expressed their satisfac-
tion with it, and a resolution ‘was proposed
and carried accepting Mr. Douslin’s plans
and specifications, and also that renders be
called for to erect a floating spur 260 yards
below Redclyffe. The estimated cost of the
work is a little over £2000.

Mr Stevens moved in the House last week :
—*“That it is expedient that the House be
informed whether statements to the effect
that waste lands in the province of Auckland
have been withheld from sale because they
would have been taken up by the holders of
volunteer scrip, are correct.” The Hon. D.
Reid said that the statements referred to
were not correct; but at the request of a
number of residents in the Tauranga and
Poverty Bay Districts certain blocks of land
had been withheld for a short time, so that
tho selection might be exercised over a wider
area. Further di ion, howaver, elicited
the information that the substance of the
charge made was correct, and several mem-
bers commented on the interference of the
Government. The motion was, however,
withdrawn, as the mover said he wagcontent
with the information he had obtained.

Rather curious things get forwarded some-
times through the Post Office as registered
letters. The other day, a paper-collar box,
containing 150 pair of kingfishers’ feet, ar-
rived from Te Aute as a registered letter at
the Post Office, Napier, addressed to the
Secrotary of the Acclimatisation Society.
We are glad that after  Wednesday, no
further reward will be paid by the Society
for the destruction of kingfishers and shags.

In the Supreme Court, at Wellington,
Mr. O'Malley, contractor, was sued by one
Morris for damage sustained through having
his leg broken in a collision caused by cer~
tain trucks not being shunted off to a pro-
per distance. The jury returned a verdict
for £75.

Lieut. Paynter, the champion shot of New
Zoaland, having received a challenge from
Mr. S, Mutthews, of Taranaki, two matches
took place a day or two ago, when the cham-
pion retained his reputation by beating his
opponent by five points in the first, and one
in the second.

A day or two ago, (says a Wanganui paper)
a lad, a son of Mr Hately, schoolmaster, at
the Goat Valley, a widower, who has been
boarding in town, was missing from his lodg-
ings, and it was suspected that he had either’
been inveigled away by the natives or had
voluntarily taken up his temporary residence
with the natives of whom so many are now
camped near the Market Reserve. The
father was communicated with, who placed
the matter in the hands of the police, and
Constable Butler was detailed to search out
the whereabouts of the wanderer. Early in
the evening, in a tent, under the protection
of some wahines, the truant was fourd and
taken into safe keeping. As the lad hasnow
evinced this incipient desire for bad com-
panionship, his father has wisely determined
to place him where his moral and physical
well-being can be attended to, and with that
object in view has communicated with the
proper euthorities so as to have the lad sent
to a training ship. We believe that up to
Inst night no reply had been received. It is
probable that the ,boy would have accom-
panied the natives to their remote settle-
ments, in which case his future career wonld
not probably have been creditable to himself
or his relatives.

The trout lately found dead in the river
were referred to at a recent meeting of the
Acclimatisation Council. A letter was read
from Dr. Campbell, attributing the death of
the fish to their fighting, as the males pre-
ponderated largely in number over the
females. The curator mentioned that the
8pots, or sores, on the fish had a fungus-like
appearance when placed under a microscope.
Instructions have been given to catzh a fow
fish at various parts of the river, and dis-
cover, if possible, the nature of this disease.
—Canterbury Press.

The Hon Dr Pollen (says the Post) enjoys
o reputation for suavity, and, indeed,
sapiency, second to none in the Legislative
Council. Our reporter, as well as the other
representatives of the Press who have to re-
port his polito and oleaginous nothings,
would put that reputation to the test by a
request that the hon. gentleman should raise
his voice above that painissimo which habi-
tually causes them to mutter ‘“ curses, not
loud but deep,” as they lean over the re-
porters’ gallery, and vainly appeal to each
other as to “ What on earth the old ' gentle-’
man is talking about.” A very wicked and
depraved reporter, with whom we will in
future have no dealings, the other day sug-
gested that, as soap on the hairs of a fiddle-
bow ineapacitated it from producing sweet
sounds from the sister strings of o fiddle, so
did the “ soapy ” style of address of the hon.
gentleman render comparatively useless his

vocal chords,
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A number of gentlemon mot by invitation
on Wednesday in the Criterion Hotel, for the
}mrpo-o of taking initintory steps for the

ormation of another Club in Napier, Mr W,
‘W. Carlilo was voted to the chair, 1t was
then proposed that a Club should be estab-
lished to be ealled the “ Union Club,” and
n provisional committeo was elected by
ballot.

Considering tho state of the weather, there
was a good attendance of membors of the
Napier Literary Association on Wednesday
Dr. Spencer presided. The subject of
debnto was the Local Option Bill, which was
to have been opened by Mr K. H. Grigg,
but being unable to attend through indis-
position that gentleman forwarded a paper
on the subject, which on the whole opposed
the Local Option Bill, as being unlikely to
moet the demands of temperance, and would
also have an opposite result to that expected
by its supporters. A long discussion ensued
on tho principles of the moasure, in which
Mesers, Dinwiddie, Ingpen, Davis, Smith,
and Kllison opposed the Bill, and the Revs.
J. Berry, J. White, Mossrs, Cotterill, and
soveral others, supported it. Nine voted
against tho Bill and thirteen for it.

The Post says the General Government
have become a sort of advertising agents,
Boards have been placed over the firoplaces
in the Clovernment buildings, on which
announcements conceraing popular enter-
tainments can bo poated up. is will bo a
great advantage to the lessecs of tho Theatre
#nd othor places of amusements. The notice
that the Hon Mr. Fox is going to lecture on
prohibition is the first which has thus been
oxhibited.

Thero was o livoly discussion on Thurs-
day in the Houso of Representatives on
Mr. Rees's motion relative to tho position
of tho Waka Muori newspaper. Last year,
it will be romemberod, the Houso refused to
voto n sum to carry on this publication, and
enquiries have been made as to how it has
beon since supported and printed at the
Government Printidg Office. From Mr,

Dr. Buller, who is acting ‘for the defen-
dants in the Waka Maori casoe, telographs to
tho Post from Napier, contradioting certain
statomeonts published in its issue of Friday,
coming from its Napier correspondont, with
respect to the alleged disappearance of some
of the Maori witnesses for tho defenco. Dr.
Buller points out that. the statements in
question wore entirely unfounded ; that ow-
ing to the great length of time ocoupied in
the oxamination and cross-oxamination of
the first two witnesses, some of the rest, to
savo expense, wero in the meantime sent
back to their homes, but wero ready at any
moment to come up for examination when
required. o further adds that every effort
is being made by himsolf to get through the
examination in as littlo time—consistently
with doing it thoroughly—as possible.

The Working Men's Club at Woellington
has beon most successfully established. The
roll comprises 120 members, and every
arangement has been made to mako the Club
attractive to tho members. Wo hoartily
desiro to see such a Club established in
Napior. .

Wo believe, says the Jurist, we are correct
in saying that Mr. Justico Johnston has
intimated to the Gtovernment that it is not
his purpose to continue the reports of the
Court of Appeal edited by him, after the
present year. These roports were com-
menced in 1867, and the volume now 'in
courso of publication will be the third.

Says tho Sharpshooter in the Canterbury
Times :—“T have at different times rubbed
shoulderswith several undesirablocharacters;
I have tramped through the plains of Natal
with Caffres for my guides; I have played
ouchro with Californian diggers ; I have
hunted for flons with bearded Cossacks; L
have oaten porridge with Abyssinians; I have
marauded with the Bashi-Bazouks; I have
shared spittoons with a Gorman professor ; I
have been in dangor from the knife of Ita-
lian vagabonds ; I have sat in the galley of a
London East-end theatre ;—and yet say I
never the man whom, as a thorough-going,

can now be no further doubt as to the Go-

ment paying for the expense of the de-
fénco of the action now pending against tho
Government printer, for publishing in its
columns matter alleged to be Jibellous. It
would he hard for the Government Printer
to bear tho cost of the action, acting as he
hos been undoer instructions from his su-
periors.  Mr. Whitaker's commonts as to
tho verdiot the jury would give, drew from
the Speaker o well-meritod robuke. Had a
newspaper made any such remark on a pond-
ing action, the proprietors would have found
themsolyes brought before the Supreme
Court charged with contempt. We aro not
aware why even an Attorney-Gencral should
be permitted to go scot free.

The New Zoealand Times understands it
is likely that Mr. Sovern, the well-known
and popular acientific lecturer, will shortly
roturn to England and take up his permanent
residenco thero, It was thought probable
that Mr. Severn, whoso great abilities are
beyond question, would ocoupy a position in
connection with the University in Dunedin ;
but no arrangementa of that character being
arrived at, wo understand that Mr. Severn,
who is now in Auckland, will proceed to
England shortly.

The annual district meoting of the Inde-
ndent Order of Odd Fellows, M.U., Wol-
ngton District, was held on Thursday in
the Odd Fellow’s Iall, Wellington at 1
o'clock p.m., Grand Master, John Smith,
jun., in the ¢hair. The following gentle-
‘men wore electod to the various offices for
the ensuing eighteen months :—D.G.M.,,
Samuel Waters, G.M. ; P.G., C. W. Brown
glutt). .G M., Rolieving Officer, P.P.G. M.

hos. MeKenzio ; Warden, P.P.G.M. R, A.
Marshall ; Corresponding Secretary, P.C.S.
K. Bannister. The wusual annual report
was read and adopted.  The society was re-

ortod to bein a very flourishing position
goth financially and with tho regard to the
number of members. The returns show
that the district is worth about £16 for each
of its 1027 members, and it was urged that
tho great benefits to be derived from this and
kindred institutions should causo every man
to become a member of some one of these
societies. At present, the Hawke's Bay
Lodges form part of the Wollington
district,

The Otago CGruardian, in a recent issue,
adyises magistrates to exercise their power
of committing persons to prison for debt on
judgment summonses with caution, and
points out a case of bardship in which a
mon out of employment by no fault of his
own, and having o sick wifo and family de-
pondent upon him, was sent to gaol for
fourteen days through his inability to pay a
debt of £8. The evidence taken in the
matter is not published, but prima facie it
appears a hard caso.

The Houso has decided by a large majoity
that the Charitable [ustitutions Bill should
be further discussed in Committee, and not
thrown out. The Bill, by the time it has
renchod its third reading, if we are fo judge
by the discussions which took place on the

rinciples, will be so changed as not to be
Enowu by its framer.

The Aucklend Hoerald scores one against
the telegraph department for baving made
it sny o cortain gentleman was “in indigent
circumstances,” instead of “indignant at
tho ciroumstance.” -

. Whitaker's roply to Mr. Rees'sq , there

dilapidated, knock-kneed, fishy, hang-dog,

nuisance I could compare with those pesti-

lential beings who prowl on Sundays at the
corners of New Zealand streets, apparently
satiafied that God created them to adorn the
pavoment, and created the pavement to give
them standing-room. What on earth are
our police good for, if they do not know
how to say “ Move on ?”

“The Vagabond” of the Argus is played
out ; everybody knows him now, a well-
dressed gentleman, moving in the best
society, His name, Julian Thomas, is con-
tinually turning up in the papers, as much
as to say that the Vagabond is no more.
He is said to have been an English barrister,
and certainly was down on his luck, when
ho struck oil with the ¢ Argus. A starring

gng t in d is roported to be
his next move. He is a really clever man,
and opened quite a new Press vein, Green-
wood did the “ London Uasual,” but Thomas
electrified the Melbourne publio by the Tnigo
Jones atyle in which he wormed himself into
various institutions, going the world round.
Time after time, people said, *“ Ah, he got in
here, but won’t get in there.” Yet he in-
variably had them again, and Pentridge
Stockade was his crowning triumph.

The Melbourne correspondent of a Sou-
thern journal writes :—* Mr Berry plays his
cards well. His moderation as Premior was
a suprise, but the Democratic party stands
by him, and'thero are only a comparative fow
digcontented spirits, of whom Mr Gtaunson
is taking the lend.. Mr Service, for the pre-
sont, adherea to Mr Berry as an independent
supporter, but it is not to be trusted, Mr
Casey is exactly on the same track. Sir
James M’Culloch is puzzled, and watching
ovents, which have set in very favorable to
Mr Berry. Melbourne Punch frequently
harps on Mr Berry as “the small green-
grocer,” and it may be not be out of place
for me to explain that 15 years ago Mr Berry
did keep a little greengrocery shop at the
corner of Toorak road and Chapel street
Prahrad, a suburb of Melbourne, just when
Sir Julius Vogel was a struggling journalist
on the Victorian diggings, *“ out at elbows,”
as one of his old acquaintancoes tells me.
Well, to the individuals who may cast up
these reminisconces against two eminent
men, the obvious answer is, “ Yes, and if
you had been in‘the greengrocery shop, or
the petty nowspaper office, you would be
thore still.”

Amongst other subsidies paid by the
CGeneral Government, was the sum of £5000
which was duly lodged in the Bank to the
credit of the Waitaki County Counecil. Tt is
stated that this payment was found to have
been made in error, and accordingly the
Waitaki County Council were politely ro-
quested to hand back the money. The
Ohsirman, however, did not see the matter
in that light, and accordingly he as politely
refused to refund, alleging ws. his excuso
that to pay back the money would be illogal.

“ Aigles,” in the Australian, writing of the
cacoethes  loquendi in tho Legislative
Assombly of Viotoria, has lighted upon the
following ns a hint to members :—*“ In the
manusoript reports of proceedings in the
Long Parliament by Sir Simonds D'Ewes,
preserved in the British Museum, the writer
records that on the 13th of December, 1640,
he moved and carried a resolution ‘That
Serjeant Wilde should hold his peace,’ which
the sergeant accordingly did.”

e

At o public meeting held at Palmerston
on Monday, it was unanimously resolved to
potition tho Government to vote a sum of
monoy for tho construction of abridge across
the Manawatu River, at the lower ferry, and
Mr W. W. Johnston, M.H-R., has been ro-
quosted to bring tho subject under the notice
of the House.

In consequence of the inclemency of the
weather Messrs. Turley and Braithwaite's
sale of sheep and land at Rnataniwha has
been postponed to Friday, August 10

‘We notice by advertisement that the old
National Bank buildings, sold by auction
recently, are again to be competed for, the
recent purchaser having learnt that the
Bank requires the removal of the structure,
before the ground is prepared on which he
intended to place it.

LATEST TELEGRAMS.
CABLEGRAM.

[Reurer’'s SeEciAn To Press Aamnox.]

SINGAPORE.

July 31.

An outbreak of Mahometan fanaticism
is feared in the Levant.

Foreign Consuls demand that war ves-
sels should protect the Christians.

The Austrian Cabinet has been sum-
moned to deliberate on mobilisation.

The Roumanians have occupied Nico-

polis.

LONDON.
July 30.
Wool prices remain unaltered ; super-
combing flat. The next sales are ex-
pected to show a decline.

BOMBAY.
August 1, 12.12 p.m.

The Bangalore, with the Suez mail,
left Galle on 31st July.

Russia has not answered Earl Derby's
despateh 7e atrocities committed by
Christians on Mussulmans in Bulgaria.

There have been further disorderly
scenes in the House of Commons.

! SYDNEY.

August 1.
The barque Gloucester, with coal from
Newcastle to Japan, foundered on the
coast. The crew were saved.

INTERPROVINOIAL.
—_—————
WELLINGTON.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

August 2.
At a meeting of the Chamber of Com-
merce last evening, it was resolved to

endeavor to procure an amendment
of the law relating to absconding
debtors.

Captain Williams moved a resolution
affirming the desirability of establishing
a Harbor Board with full endowments
and powers.

' Captain McIntyre seconded, instancing
Dunedin and other places as proving the
advantage of a Harbour Board.

Councillor George opposed on the
ground that such Board would have
nothing to do in Wellington, where
everything was done by nature, except
wharf accemodation, which the City
COouncil was well able to attend to with-

out establishing a new governing
body.
Mr Buchanan (Inspector of the

National Bank) advocated waiting so as
to see the provisions of the Bill promised
to be introduced by the Government.
After turther discussion, Captain
Williams withdrew the motion.
The other business was unimportant.

GISBORNE.

[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]

August 2,

A third newspaper is to be started here
under a Company, with a capital of
£1000. The object for starting is not
known. It has been kept a profound
secret, and is supposed to be something
in connection with native lands.

The Pretty Jane arrived this morning,
eight days out from Auckland. She ex-
perienced frightful weather.

e et
(PRESS AGENCY.)

CHRISTCHURCH.
August 1.
“ Nominations for the Canterbury Jockey
Club Handicap of 500 sovs, and the
Canterbury Cup of 500 sovs close at 8
p-m., to-night.

Messrs Lightband, Allan and Co. write
to the Times this morning denying that
they locked out their hands with a view
of effecting a reduction in their wages.
The letter further says it was intended
to adopt a syttem by which the men
could earn better wages than elsewhere,

and that the men were not locked out
for a fortnight, but only so far as the old
mode of working was concerned for
ever. :
The Acclimatisation Society has sent
to San Francisco for prairie hens. An
application from Melbourne for song
birds was refused by the Society.
DUNEDIN.
August 1.

Dr. Scott Professor of Anatomy for
the Otago University arrived by the
Ringarooma.

Strenuous efforts are being made to
render the demonstration against the
system pursued by the Government of
importing from England railway rolling
stock, and other material capable of bein
manufactured in the colony a decide
success.

At yesterday's meeting of the City
Council, a resolution was carried unanim-
ously that the Corporation should come
under the new Act. As the result of
this, another election for a Mayor will be
reguired to take place in November.

'he number of births, deaths, and
marriages for July are 139 births, 95
deaths, and 32 marriages.

WELLINGTON.
August 1.

Sailed—Wanaka, for Napier, Poverty
Bay, and Auckland at 12.30, Passengers
—Messrs Harrison, F. H. Turner, W.
Best, T. Best and Miss Myles.

Twenty thousand shares in the new
Union Fire and Marine Insurance Com-
pany, have been applied for in Wel-
lington,

The Conference of representatives from
the several Municipalities in the colony
open proceedings here to-day.

Later.
The Municipality representatives met
to-day, and appointed the Mayor of
Christchurch chairman, who, in his
opening address, expressed regret at the
want of finality in the Government
measures required by Abolition, and said
these constant changes would soon make
the people regret passing the Abolition
Act. They meet to-morrow morning.

KUMARA.

August 2.

A numerously attended public meeting
was held here last evening to discuss
the principles of Fox’s Local Option Bill.
The following resolutions were carried:—*
“That, in the opinion of this meeting,
a very large proportion of the vice,
crime, disease, poverty, and other social
evils which exist in this colony are the
direct results of the traffic in and the
using of alcoholic beverages.” *“That
no system of licensing laws have yet been
effectual for the prevention of those evils
to prevent which they were enacted, and
that therefore a change is necessary both
in the principle and method of the laws
dealing with the liquor trade.””  “ That
the principle embodied in the Local
Option Bill is equitable, and practicable,
and likely to afford the public relief from
many of the evils arising from the con-
sumption of intoxicating liqnor.”
—_— ——

PARLIAMENTARY.

‘WELLINGTON.
NOTICES OF MOTION, PETITIONS
i August 1.

A petition was presented from Captain
Johnston, a military officer, praying for
i; g:-]unt of land in the district of Auck-
and.

A petition was presented from Edward
Rice praying the House to consider the
:iompensatlon for loss of office by Aboli-

on.

A petition was presented from F. J.
Moss, asking an inquiry into his removal
from office.

Mr Morris presented a petition from a
native on the East Coast, praying that
his .son be employed by the Govern-
ment.

Mr Hamlin gave notice to ask the
Government whether they will introduce
a Bill to amend * The Medical Practi-
tioners Act, 1869.”

Mr Tole gave notice of motion for a
telegfvrnizh station at Newmarket,

Mr Rees gave notice to ask whether
the expense of the Waka Muori libel
case is being defrayed by Government ;
algo, whether the Waka Maori is being
printed at the cost of the Government ;
also, a notice moving for the re-appoint-
ment of a Select Committee to consider
the question of assimilating the o Iminis-
tration of Courts of law to the {inglish
[

Mr Tairoa gave notice to int;od
Bill to amend “ The Crawn Gramsux;:
l87'1'"t s% n:} to enable certain «laims
against the Government b i
Island natives to be heard. -

Mr Morris presented a petion from the
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natives of Matata praying that town sec-
tions be awarded them ; also, a petition
from Parawaiti )wruylng for an inquiry
into the manner in which certain lands
have been dealt with by the Govern-
ment.

K A petition was presented by Kariataina
from 900 Omahu natives.

Mr. Burns gave notice of motion for a
return of the cost of the Railway Com-
mission, also the cost of the Storm Signal
Department.

r. Curtis gave notice of amendment
to the Education Bill, the principal one
being that all books be approved by the
Board.

Bir G. Grey gave notice to ask leave to
introduce a Bill to provide for triennial
Parliaments and manhood suffrage; also
a notice of motion that in the election of
a member of the House of Representa-
tives, regard should be hadtothenumber
of votes in a district, so that the members
should bear in relation to the House the
game proportion ag members in the district
should bear to the whole of the electors
in New Zealand.

CROSSED CHEQUES BILL.

The crossed Cheques Bill will probably
be amended in the Upper House, so as to
carry out the recommendations proposed
by Mr. Swanson.

The Crossed Cheque's Bill passed
through committee without amendment.
After considerable discussion, Mr. Swan-
son moved an amendment to clause 2, to
thecffect that no cheque under £20 should
be treated as a crossed cheque, on the
E’ound that giving crossed cheques was

equently productive of very great in-
convenience to poor working men, but it
was negatived.

Mr. Sheehan arrived overland, yester.
day afternoon and took his seat on the
Opposition benches shortly after.

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS
BILL.

The discussion on this Bill was resumed
by Dr. Hodgkinson, who opposed the
measure. He was followed by Sir
Robert Douglas, who objected to the
principle of the Bill.

The Hon. Mr Fox would only support
the Bill on the understanding that the
‘Government would promise to bring the
Act into operation for one year only, and
‘in the interim appoint a Commissioner to
enquire upon the subject. He complained
also of the scarcity of information given
by the mover of the Bill, as to the work-
ing of the system in other parts of the
world.

Sir George Grey moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate. »
HOW THE FINANCIAL STATE-

MENT WAS RECEIVED.

The galleries were crammed while the
Colonial Treasurer delivered the state-
ment. The House was rapt in attention
in the galleries and on the floor of the
House. The Ministerialists checred at
the opening. When the Treasurer con-
fe his inability to retrench on the
Departments, there were loud cries of
“THear, hear.” When he talked com-

lacently of relieving the land fund of
»gunterbu and Otago, Mr Stevens mut-
tered audibly, “ Yes, relieve us of it you
mean.” At the conclusion of the speech,
which occupied one hour and twenty-five
minutes tge Ministerialists  cheered.
Mayor Atkinson's delivery was ‘good and
clearly audible. A message from the
-Governor was brought down recommend-
ing Parliamentto appropriate for salaries,
contingencies, and expenses for the Legis-
lative Department for the current year
the sum of £31,606. The statement of
the total indebtedness of the Colony
evoked suppressed murmur from all sides
of the house. Considerable amusement
was created over that portion of the state-
ment referring to the land fund. The
Auckland members laughed uproariously
at the proposal to take the land fund
from Canterbury and Otago, and even
Mr Stafford smiled. Mr Rolleston looked
wrathful. The Treasurer evidently felt
embarrassed, and frequently paused.
‘When concluded, Major Atkinson, moved
the adjournment.

A HOWL ABOUT THE LAND

FUND.

Since the statement the Otago members
gay it would be better to make the land
fund Colonial revenue at once, instead of
insidiously, They say Otago is conser-
ving its land fund, and Canterbury spend-
ing it as rapidly as possible. Ina short
time the Otago fund will be the object of
attack when %Jantcrbury will have none
to lose.

GOYERNMENT POLICY ATTRI-
BUTED TO WHITAKER.

The general opinion this afternoon
amongst members nrpenrs to be that if
the Government had come down boldly
with la_policy to make the land fund
colonial revenue, it would have had the
support of the majority of the House.
Amongst some southern members the

ministerial policy 7¢ land fund is attri-
buted to Mr Whitaker.

Nothing was done in the petitions
committee to-day affecting Napier, The
Committee has been occupied all morn-
ing hearing the Oamaru petition. = A
great many native petitions have been
referred to the Native Petitions Com-
mittee.

ALTERING PRESS

Mr Rees gave notice of motion for
to-day to ask the Postmaster-General
by whose authority telegrams sent b
the Press are perused by the Telegraph
officials, and altered or amended without
the consent of the senders.

WAKA MAORI LIBEL CASE.

In the House yesterday, Mr. Rees
asked the Attorney-General whether the
expenses of the defendants in the action
against the Waka Maori were being paid
by the Government; also, whether the
Waka Maori is being conducted at the
expense of the Government.

Ir. Whitaker said the alleged libels
were on the 7th July and 8th August last
year, when the Waka Maori was a Go-
vernment publication. The action was
against the Government printer nomin-
ally, but really against the Government.
If an opinion was put to him who would
have to pay the expenses of the action, he
wounld say that it was extremely likely
the plaintiff would have to pay. At
present the Waka Maori was being con-
ducted under a special arrangement. The
whole matter would be brought before
the House at an early date.

WHITAKER CENSURED BY THE
SPEAKER.

Sir G. Grey rose to a point of order
Ho asked whether the Attorney-General
was in order in pronouncing a legal
opinion as to the result of the case, and
thereby prejudicing the jury.

The Speaker said he thought it would
be better if the Attorney-General left that
part out.

LAND PURCHASES UNDER
PUBLIC WORKS POLICY.

Mr. Travers asked whether the pur-
chase referred to in sections 47 and 48 of
the Immigration and Public Works Act,
1872, have been completed ; also, whether
any sum beyond £17,917 and £3,000
mentioned in the seetions have been ex-
pended in connection with such pur-
chases.

Mr. Ormond replied, and said the pay-
ment handed to the Province of Auck-
land was not on account of any land
purchased, but because the province
wanted money. The Act provided that
£17,000 should be paid to Auckland for
lands which were in the Piako district.
Since then £647 had been paid upon
those lands, and the titles will shortly be
completed. Regarding the payment of
£3,000 to the Province of Hawke's Bay,
it was because that province had paid the
Province of Auckland for lands to that
amount.

In reply to Mr De Latour, Mr Reid
said the Government had not heard that
any improper pressure had been brought
to bear upon the County Council of
Waikouaiti.

MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS ACT.

Mr Hamlin asked the Government
whether they propose to amend * The
Medical Practitioners Registration Act,
1869 ? " Ie said the present law was a
hardship. If the Government did nat
introduce a Bill some member would
introduce a private Bill.

Mr Whitaker said the Government
had no intention to introduce such a

Bill.
THE WAKA MAORIL
‘When the House resumed last evening,
Mr Rees gave notice of motion for to-

TELEGRAMS.
August 2.

day :—*That this House is of opinion’

that it is unjust und unconstitutional for
any Ministry to use the influence and
money of the Government for the defence
of an action by any private person
against another for alleged libel ;—also,
that, after the vote of the House last
session in striking out a vote for the
Waka Maori, and the promise of the
jovernment not to maintain the Waka
Maori out of the public fund, that this
House codsider the conduct of the Go-
vernment very reprehensible; — also,
that a Select Committee be appointed to
take into consideration the circumstances
under which an over-draft of the Thames
was pail off by the Government, the
Committee to take evidence, and report
within one month.”

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS
BILL

The debate on the Charitable Institu-
tions Bill was resumed, Sir Gieorge Grey
speaking, evidently primed for a great
speech. e says the Bill contained prin-
ciples which ought to have been promul-
gated from end to end of the country.
He twitted Donald Reid with the differ-

ence between his former bold attitude

whert in the Opposition and the poor
figure he cut on the Government benches.
He spoke for nearly an hour, and was
about the best speech yet delivered in
the House. His style was full of fire
and energy, and his declamation was
powerful. When denouncing the Minis-
try, he assumed a tone of coneentrated
contempt. In his speech generally he
denounced the Bill asa poor law Bill dis-
guised. He recommended a commission
duaring the recess, and a Bill brought
in next session founded on the report.

The Hon Mr Bowen twitted Sir G.
Grey with vague declamation, and said
the Government would only be too glad
to meet any specific change. God help
the country wyich bad the English poor
law system. 'The speaker frequently
blundered, and attributed wrong remarks
to the wrong members and got corrected.

Mr Manders, who seldom rises to
address the Flouse without being saluted
with derisive ‘ hear, hears,” and whose
rising is a signal for many members to
leave the House, said his district would
maintain the poor. This speaker keeps
his hands on his hips, jerks himself from
side to gide, bobs his head, and keeps his
coat tails flopping about in a very ridien-
lous style.

Captain Rusgell followed next. IHe
spoke well, but got rather mixed. He
accused Mr. Rolleston of having spoken
of widows as civil servants, and expressed
supreme contempt for John Stuart Mill.
Mill might be very well as a political
economist, but was not successful as a
politician.

Mr. Rolleston, sotto voceto Gisborne : —
“ This is warm."

Mr. De Latour, who speaks better than
he did last session, severely overhauled
the last speaker. He said Mr. Bowen
had taunted England with pauperism, but
it should be our duty to prevent such a
system here.

Mr. Swanson opposed the Bill in a
strong speech, and chaffed Captain Rus-
sell for having compared New Zealand
to a country abounding in springs, "and
saying a thirsty traveller could sink an
artesian well. The speaker thought that
shotld not be left to starving men to sink
wells, et strong men do it. It was an
undoubted argument that. Mr. Swanson
quoted historical parallels, and talked
philosophy, and evoked frequent applause
and laughter. The Government proposed
to leave everything to mere sympathy.
A pretty girl, for instance, coming along,
would be likely to receive more than an
old man. Replying to another argument,
the speaker said the girl might just as
well try to drink water from her own
statue.

Messrs. Joyce and Stout supported the
Bill.

Mr Whitaker said the Government
were prepared to adopt the suggestion
for the appointment of a Commission,
which should be appointed to investigate
the whole subject. He admitted the
management must be local. It was a bad
principle that one set of persons should
find money, aud another spend it. All
the Government proposed under the Bill
was to keep present institutions, and
make such further provision as was
necessary, and next session extend the
system on the report of the Commission
sitting during the recess.

Several other members having spoken,
Mr Reid replied, and the House divided.

THE DIVISION LIST.

The following is the division list on
the second reading of the Charitable In-
stitutions Bill ;—

Ayes, 42.—Messrs. Atkinson, Baigent,
Ballance, Beetham, Bowen, Brown J. C.
(Tuapeka), Bryce, Burns, Uox, Douglas,
Fitzroy, Gibbs, Gisborne, Harper, Henry,
Hunter (teller), Johnston, Joyce, Kelly,
Kennedy, Kenny, Lumsden, Macfarlane,
Maunders, M‘Lean, Murray, Murray-
Aynsley, Ormond, Reid, Rowe, Sey-
mour, Seaton, Stafford, Stout, Sutton,
Swanson, Teschemaker, Wason, Whi-
taker, Williams, Wood W. (Mataura),
and Woolcock.

Noes, 11.—Messrs. DeLautour, Lusk,
Fisher, Moutgomery, Rolleston (teller),
Sheehan, Stevens (teller), Thomson, Tole, |
Wakefield, and Wallis.

Pairs — For: Messrs. Carrington,
Richardson, Reynolds, Button, Russell,
J. C. Brown, Tawiti, Morris, and Iox.
Against : Messrs. Curtis, Bastings, Rees,
O'Rorke, Grey, Travers, Karaitiana,
Hodgkinson, and Reader Wood.

The Bill was read a second time, and
ordered to be committed on Friday.

The House adjourned at 12.35 a.m.

SIR JULIUS VOGEL,

In the estimates, under the heading
Miscellaneous, as honorarium to Sir
Julius Vogel for services in England
£3000 are set down ; specimens of New
Zealand woods for new Museum, £60;
increase in salary to Coloaial Architect,
£700 to £900; increase £50 on Secre-
tary of Stamps.

LATEST POLITICAL RUMOR.

Mr. Stafford goes in for the generaliza-
tion of the land fund.

Auckland and Otago will abandon all
ideas of Separation for a given period, so
as to form a united Opposition, and turn
the present Government out. Sir W.
Fitzherbert is strongly solicited to resign
the Speakership and lead the party.

TO-DAYS PROCEEDINGS.

Mr Rees asked the Commissioner of
Telegraphs by what authority the officials
in the Telegraph Office amended or
altered press messages without the
authority of the senders.

The Commissioner, in reply was in-
formed that officials did not alter or
excise anything in press messages. Tt
was a very difficult thing for officials
to determine what was or what
was not press matter. It the press were
permitted to send private messages as
press matterit would damage the revenue.
He was not aware of the circumstances
referred to by Mr. Rees, butif the circum-
stances were brought before the House
he had no doubt it would be found that
the officials had exercised a wise discre-
tion, and that what was attempted to be
sent as press matter was not really so.
Sir George Grey's Bills for Triennial
Parliaments and Manhood Suffrage were
read a first time. Mr. Rees has tabled a
motion for a committee of inquiry into
the authority exercised by the Telegraph
Officers to alter or amend press messages.
The Committee is to take evidence.

———

WELLINGTON.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

July 26, 1877.

Tue only debate of any consequence to-
daf was on the Charitable Institution
Bill, introduced by Mr. Reid, and
opposed by Messrs Rolleston, Stevens,
Wakefield, Shrimskie, Lusk, Wallace,
and Rees, and supported by Messrs.
Ballance, Murray-Ainsley, Gisborne,
Fisher, Woolcock, Atkinson, and Burns.
The debate was adjourned to '1 a.m. on
the motion of Mr Macandrew. The
Rev. member for Auckland was particu-
larly prozaic, and evidently not at home.
Preaching sermons are uot good training
for a debate, although Mr Wallis spoke
for only half-an-hour, and had the first
show. After the adjournment for dinner,

the House was very tired of it,
and empty benches ~soon  began
to tell a tale. After him came

Mr. Stevens, and he also spoke for about
the same time and spoke well, arguing
the question from his point of view very
well indeed. Major Atkinson followed
in a short but telling speech, in which he
showed Mr. Stevens where he was wrong
in his farguments. Mr. Wakefield “gave
a speech of about twenty minutes, which,
as an oratorical effort, was probably the
best in the debate so far. ﬁe speaks I
thiok, rather better than he did last year.
Sir George Grey bas not spoken’ yet.
There is little doubt the Bill will pass. I
forgot te mention Mr. Travers, who
supported the principle, but considered
the Bill badly drawn, and recommended
its withdrawal for the purpose of getting
another Bill more carefully drawn.

It was reported that a meeting of the
Opposition was to ‘be held to-day, but T
do not think it came off; at all events. if
it did, I have not been able to get hold
of what passed.

The House passed an Imprest Supply
Bill for £250,000 through 4ll its stages
to-day.

Probably next week there will be more
news; there is at present nothing but
mere gossip, and not much of that.

The HHouse Committee have precluded
any one frequenting those portions of the
House used by members. I have, there-
fore, more difficulty than previously in
getting hold of any news. Even the
poor Under-Secretaries are not now
allowed to have their select nip in
Bellamy's. This is said to be severely felt
by some. Only fancy such swells as the
heads of Departments not being allowed
to have a glass of wine in that respectable
establishment. It is too bad that mem-
bers who have made things so comfort-
able should now order off all the swells
of the staff.

e e S ——————

“ My son,” said Mr X , kindly, to
his youthful heir, “accustom yourself to
be polite to the porter, the servant girl,
the conchman—to all the servants; thus
you will come in time to be courteous to
all people, even to your parents.”

How many brave men and fair women
there are in the world who go to the
theatre and weep profusely over the dra-
matic sorrows which are bound to end in
a happy marriage, but who would never
dream of going into the second-story back
of a tenement house to give even a cold.

potato to a starving family,



THE WEEKLY MERCURY.

Shipping  Intelligence,

PORT AHURIRIL

ARRIVALS.
July

26— Tairy, s.s., from Pourerere,

28-Taupo, 8.9, from Auckland via Tau-
ranga and CHsborne,  Passengers—
Mrs Corrigan and child, MrsTaylor, Mrs
Berry, Miss Jne, Dr. Do Lisle, Mossrs
Farr, Locke, Graham, Samuels, Taylor,
Kloyd, Simpson, Goodall, Currie, Long,
Solomen, and 6 natives

28—~Result, s.9., from Wairoa®

28-~Manaia, p.s., from Wairon, Passengers
~Mrs Robinson, Messrs M‘Murray,
Wobb, and Fraser

20—Kiwi, 8.5, from Wellington

80—Rotorus, ss, from Woellington and
Southern Porta Y

August,
1—5torm Bird, .., from Wellington
Z—Wanaka, a9, from Wellington and
Southern Ports. !

DEPARTURES

July
26-~Albatross, sch , for Whangay
27—8outhern Cross, 8.5, for the Thames
and Auckland.
28—Taupo, s.a, for Wellington.  Passen-
era~—Mrs Russell and servant, Missos
ussell, Rich, and Shea, Colonel Longs
]‘uvy, Messrs Jacobs, ;Mackenzie, Douglas,
ood, White, Jobson, Aictcheson, Cur-
cliffe, floeman, Tomonana, and six original
30—Rotorua, s.s., for Sydney via Auckland
V ——iene
The e.5. Fairy returned from Mossrs Cole-
manand McHardy’s station late on Thursday.
Capt. Campbell reports fino weather this
trip, and that he ded in landing the

Respecting the mail service between Syd-
ney and New Caledonia, to be performed hy
the Union Steamship Company, the Otago
Daily Times of July 20 says :—The Union
Uompany’s steamer Taiaron, Capt. Peterson,
returned from Timaru yesterday morning,
and 80 terminated her careor in a trade which
she faithfully attended to, and in which she
eurned for herself o high reputation for all
those qualities which go to make up a first-
class son-going stenmer. 1t as been decided
to remove the steamor from the Timaru trade
and send her across to Sydney to take up
the mail service to New Caledonia, Rumor
says that she is to be commanded either by
Captain Andrew or Captain Kennedy. The
steamor Wellington has, we obsorve, been
laid on the berth for Timaru, and is to leave
to-morrow night instead of the Taiaroa.
This faot gives color to the report, and also
that Capt. Peterson, of the Taiaron, is to
tako command of the Wellington, Wo have
heard of changes pending in connection with
another of the steamers running under the
company’s flag, but for the present can say
nothing moro about it. The Taiaroa isa
boat that may depended upon in all weather,
is a fast traveller, and by a little alteration
to her accommodation could be converted
into an excellent passenger vessel. She has
also the great desideratum of economy. No
steamer on the const of her size and power
can be run so cheaply. We are sure that
the good name she has earned will be main-
tained in the new line she is about to take
up, and wo can only regret that the colony
is to lose the services of such a high-class
vessel. Before sho leaves for Sydney, the
Taiaroa will receive essential alterations in
her saloon accommodation, that willrenderis
moat suitable for the trade she is to enter
upon. No time has been lost in commoncinf;,
inasmuch as yes(erday the saloon was partly
di led and given over to the tender

whole of her eargo.

The s.s. Southern Cross, Capt. TTolmes,
took in a part of her eargo on Thursday even-
ing and the reat on Friday. She had 60
head of cattle and 808 fat sheep, the half of
which was taken outside to her by the Sir
Donald. In crossing the bar by the west-
ward channel on Friday she bumped
heavily, in fact lost steernge way, and
stopped altogother on the bar for some
time.

The ss. Taupo, Captain Carey, left
Poverty Bay at 4 p.m., on Friday, and came
under easy steam to Napier, arriving about
6 o'clock on Jaturday.  She was tendered
by the Bella and Sir Donald, and left about
noon, taking away a large number of pas-
sengers,

Captain Kvans, of the Rangatira has just
been to Poverty Bay to defend an action
brought by Mr. Horsfall for damage to a
ense of his whilst on board the Rangatira.
The defendant lost the case, but it will come
on again, as counsel for defendant, Mr.
Rogan gave notico of appeal.

Lhe s.s. Kiwi, Captain Campbell, arrived
in the Bay on Sunday afternoon, but as there
was a heavy sea on she did not anchor.
Captaig Campbell headed her out to sea in
the evening, and hove her to. She put in
an appearance on Monday, but there was
no ehance of communicating with her.

The steamors Manaia and Result both re-
turned from Wairos on Saturday loaded
with maize. The Result called off the Mo-
haka to pick up a boat left there last voyage,
but was unable to. do so on account of the
heavy sea on the beach,

The Union Company’s s.s. Rotorua, Cap~
tain Macfarlane, arrived in the Bay at about

10.15 aam, on Monday, but,
in consequence of the heavy sea,
there was no chance of communi-

cating with her, and she left for Sydney via
Auckland at about 11 o’clock. Our outward
English mails are therefore left bohind, and
several passengers en route for Sydney, Mel-
bourne, and England, dre also still in Napier.
A signal was sent up at the station asking if
the steamor would wait for the mail, but we
imagine that in consequence of the rain and
thick weather Captain Macfarlane would not
be able to make it out,

The s.s. Storm Bird, Captain Doile, nr-
rived at the westward anchorage at 10.15
a.m. on Wednesday. The Pilot at once
hoisted the signal “ Bar dangerous,” and she
laid off there.

The s.a. Kiwi, Captain Campbell, brought
up at the westward anchorage on Tuesday
evening. On Wednesdny, about 9 o’clock,
Captain Campbell signalled to Pilot Kreaft,
“ Have you tried the Bar.” The answer
was, “No ; too much sea.” Captein Camp-
bell replied “I am very sorry.” A boat
from the Kiwi communicated with the
Storm Bird on Wadnesday. ¢

The s.a. Sir Donald went out on Thurs-
day to6 the steamer Kiwi and Storm Bird and
brought ashore the respective mails, The
pilot went out with the Sir Donald and was
transhipped to the Storm . Bird, which
steamer wag brought inside at 11 a.m., she
grazed the bar there being only 8 feet Ginches
this morning at high water.

The Wanaka arrived at noon ou Thursday
and was tendered by the Bella and Sir
Donald. ! ¢

The imaprovements and alterations to the
#.9. Rangatira are progressing very favorably.
She will be rendy for sea again in the con-
tract time.

The Rotorua left Auckland for Sydney at
one o’clock on Wednesday.

The Zenlandia loft for fonolulu on Wed-
nesday at 2.15 p.m,

mercies of the carpenters and joiners. The
Taiarea will also be very closely overhauvled
in hull and machinery, and is expected to
leave here in nbout three weeks.

E— e e — ]

Tommercial,

At Messrs Routledge, Kennedy, and Co.’s
sale on Tuesday there was, in sviteof the wet
woather, a very good attendance of buyers.
The following prices were realised .—Hobart-
town apples from 2}d to 4d per Ib; onions,
3d ; maize, 3s 9d to 4s 3d per bushel.

Mr M. R. Miller reports sale of Mr Wil-
liam Lyon’s Kereru and Poporangi proper-
ties—11,000 acres froehold, 2000 acres lease-
hold, with plant and improvements, and
18,500 sheep, delivery after shearing—for
£22,500.

MARRIAGES.
Warttis—Beasisim.—At Okawa, on July
26, by the Rev. P. C. Anderson, Arthur
Henry, second son of F. Wallis, Eeq.,
F.R.C.H,, of Beshill, Sussex, to Jane,
oldest dastghter of N. . Beamish, Haq.,
Okawa, Hawke’s Bay.
Fremiyo—M‘Kexzie~On July 27th, at
the residence of the bride’s father, by
the Rev. R. Fraser, Mr John Scott
Fleming, of Blackhead, to Harriet Ruddi-
ford, eldest daughtor of Mr John
M*Kenzie, of Tamumu.

Ay
DEATHS.

Trasg—At Wellington, on July 25, Thomas
Trask, aged 86 years, father of J.II.
Trask, Napier.

Reip.—At the County Hospital, Napier, on
the 1st August, Thomas CGlen Reid,
aged 26 years.

sy
SADDLER & }IARNESSMAK'ER

Hastings-street.

The Cheapest House in the Trade.

H M ONTEITH,
.

Stock,Land Estate, and General Commisgsion
Agent, Waipukurau,
CGoods Stored and Forwarded.
Offices and Stores : Near the Railway
Station.

An ingane correspondent says that he
very often reads about the “driven
snow,” and wants to know how it is
driven. Why, with rains, of course !

Ambitions Western newspaper-repor-
ters are now endeavouring to *‘ strike an
item” by interviewing newly-married
people a few days after marriage.

The first day that Artemus Ward
entered one of the towns of Kentucky,
travel-worn and seedy, be said to an
editor who was on the street: * Mister,
where could I get a square meal for
twenty-five cents ?” He was told ; and
then be inquired, “I say, mister, where
could I get the twenty-five cents ?”

——
CHRONOLOGICAL MEMORANDA.
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Tue colony is indebted to the Colonial
Treasurer - for the plain unvarnished
statement, made in his Budget speech
last night, that the gross debt of New

Zealand, when the balances of all
authorised loans are raised will be
£20,805,311. This enormous debt, con-

sidering the total population of the
colony is not much more than three
hundred thousand, was incurred in the
following manner :—* About £8,300,000
has been spent upon railways, £3,500,000
on immigration, £4,400,000 on harbors,
lighthouses, public buildings, roads,
bridges and other public works for open-
ing up the country, £1,300,000 in the
purchase of native lands (including the

ayment of the debt to the New Zealand
Eompﬂny), 4£2,000,000in the suppression
of the native outbreak, and the remain-
ing £500,000 on miscellaneous purposes.”
’l‘ge total revenue of the colony last year,
was £3,011,504, of which £800,535 was
derived from the sale of land. Land
sale receipts, however, are of a fluctuating
character, and Crown Lands open for sale
cannot be regarded as permanent sources
of revenue; deducting therefore the
£890,535 from the colonial income there
remains £2,171,059. The Colonial Trea-
surer in drawing a comparison between the
revenue and debt of the colony, with the
revenue and debt of England, said, ex-
cluding the land receipts, * ournet public
debt is eight and a-half times our revenue,
or, if we include our jncome from land
sales, our public debt is equal to six
times our revenue, while the public debt
of Great Britain is more than ten times
the amount of her revenue. This seems
to be a fairer way of comparing our in-
debtedness than at so much per head of
the population. It should, moreover, be
remembered that the public debt of
England has been incurred for war pur-
poses, while that of New Zealand has

mainly been incurred for repro-
ductive works.” In reference to
the  railways, it is satisfac-

tory to know that there has been a profit
of £87,924 during the past year. The
expenditure had been £228,295, and the
receipts £316,220. By amalgamating
the Armed Constabulary with the Police
Force, there had been a saving eflected
of £10,000 in six months. The gain by
the amalgation of the two Forces would
have been much larger had it not been
necessary to pay a bonus to the men who
had been discharged from the service.
There had been a deficiency of £40,621
in the Customs revenue. The postal re-
venue appeared to have fallen £9452 be-
low the estimate, but sums amounting to
£15,923 had to be received from the Im-
perial and Australian Governments, so
that the seeming deficiency would be
converted into an excess of £6000. In
incidental receipts there had been a de-
ficiency of £18,457. With respect to the
Land Fund, the Colonial Treasurer said :
“The salesin Canterbury showan excess,
while those in Auckland, Taranaki,
Hawke's Bay, Nelson, and Otago, have
proved to be less by #£83,000 than the
sum estimated. In consequence of this
the whole of the Treasury bills author-
ised under the Financial Arrangements
Act, amounting to £150,000, have been
issued, and an additional sum of £53,000
has had to be advanced from the con-
solidated fund in aid of the land fund, ”

For the ensuing year 1877-78 the pro-
posed . expenditure was set down at
4£3,109,754. The estimated total revenue
of the colony for 1877-78 was £3,392 685,
The Colonial Treasurer said, “I have satis-
fied myself that itis impossible so to reduce
departmental expenditure as to bring our
expenditure within our income, unless we
are prepared to relinquish some of the
luxuries we enjoy in the way of telegraphs
postal services, and Resident Magistrates,
which are spread broadeast over the land,
and which, as far as my experience goes,
it is hopeless to fattempt to reduce. 1
take it for granted,'then, that we must, at

any rate temporarily, aid the consolidated
fund, and the question ig, how is_this to
bedone?” * * * Ourliabilitiesbeing
what they are, the subject of taxation is
not lightly to be touched. It is one
which requires the most carefal thought.
It must be considered as a whole, and it
would be quite impossible to deal wntl? it
satisfactorily during the present session.

When our trunk railwaysare approaching
completion, when we have had time to
consolidate and settle down, and are able

to determine our real requirements, then

the whole inciderce of taxation must be
considered ; but to deal with it now, ina
fragmentary way, would, I think, be a
serious mistake. The Colonial Treasurer

then proposes to make the Land Fund

chargeable with interest and sinking fund

on the cost of the opening up and settle-

ment of the country under the public

works and immigration policy. The

land fund of Oanterbury is thus to be

charged with a sum of £58,000, and that

of Otago with £109,000. Tt had been

found impossible to submit this session

estimates for the completion of the rail-

way system, therefore, the Government

only ask this session for a sum sufficient
to unite the already completed sections of
the trunk line of 500 miles from Amber-

ley to Kingston, and for the extensions

ofythe ,main lines in other parts of the

colony.

It was foreshadowed before the General
Assembly met, that the land fund
question would furnish the principal sub-
ject of the session, and from the
Financial Statement it is evident the
Government are not going to shrink from
bringing the matter on for debate. The
Colonial Treasurer broached the subject
at once, and stated that, economise as
they ‘would in the administration of every
department, the revenue was unable to
meet the expenditure. There was no
getting away from that fact. Many deep
thinking men, he said, were of opinion
that the time had arrived when the
judicious course to pursue would be the
imposition of a land and property tax.
The Government were averse to taking
that step until all available means had
been tried to stave off such a disagreeable
duty. The means that suggested them-
selves to the Ministry were not only
those which it would Zc strictly equitable
to use, but which were the readiest to
hand. More than half of the enormous
debt under which the colony labors has
been incurred by the Colonial Govern-
ment in undertakings that were formerly
regarded as the peculiar work of tHe
provinces. The public works and im-
migration policy was on a scale far be-
yond = the power of the provinces,
acting separately to carry out, and it
could mnot be denied that under
the management of the General Govern-
ment, that policy had been on the whole
beneficial to the provinces individually
and collectively. Basing his argument
on the ground that the provinces would
have bad to have met the cost of immi-
gration and railways out of their land
fund, the Colonial Treasurer was justified
in debiting the land fund of each pro-
vince with a proportionate amount of the
cost under the public works policy of the
opening up and settlement of the coun-
try. 'The smaller provinces, having no
land fund to meet such a charge, it is
possible they may have ultimately to raise
a contribution to the Colonial revenue.
"T'his seems to have been hinted at in the
Budget speech, aud probable it will be
proposed that each County should be
made to hand over to the Colonial
Treasury a certain proportion of its
revenue. . Unless some such scheme is
contemplated it would not be fair to make
Canterbury and Otago pay because those
provinces happen to have a land fund. Tt
will never do to make fish of one part of
the colony and fowl of another, nor do
we think the Ministry mean to do
so. Taxation is now staring the
country in the face, and if it can be
imposed in the indirect manner in which
it would be as propesed by the Govern-
ment, it will not be much felt. But it
must be remembered that while the re-
venue of the colony is insufficient to meet
ordinary departmental expenditure, with
jntcreat and sinking fund on the debt, it
1" necessary to borrow more money to
continue a partial prosecution of the rail-
way works. The indirect taxation pro-
{)osed this session by a “nibble” at the
and fund will not be enough for the
next year. A twenty million (cht isa
hungry monster that swallows 1, jn in-»
terest and sinking fund, almost #+« much
as would pay for the governmen: of the
country ; an incomplete railway system
demands further outlay to makc it re-
munerative. It is a pity the (. lonial
Treasurer did not at once boldv state
that, a8 the requirements of the ¢»lony
needed the whole of the land fun.), the
Government intended to take it. The
course now proposed s certainly a ge:.tler
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process, for it is calculated to gradually

wean the southern settlers from the idea

that their land fund is their own.  But

the proposition will be as strenuously

opposed as the other, and the Goyernment

x:-y just as well take the bull by the
orns.

Since the harbor improvement vorks at
Port Napier have been commenced, the
monthly official reports to the Board
have always been in substance that their
action on the bar, and entrance to the
inner harbor were such as to afford
satisfaction. It was recognised that
before their entire completion no
very great result could be expected, but
that, judging from the present effect,
there could be no doubt respecting the
ultimate success of the works. Upon
these hopes the Board has been living,
and ngon these monthly official reports
the public must form an opinion. There
can, however, be no objection to compare
the hopes of the Board, and the judg-
ment of the engineers, with what is
aciually taking place. The state of
the bar is absolutely worse than it
has been ever, we were going to
say, known in the past. It is,ﬁmw-
ever, about as bad as it well can be.
On the other hand we have had a re-
markably dry winter, and consequent]
an absence of those floods that would,
under the usual conditions of our winter
season, have cleared the channel. But
we have no reason to think that the bar
would haye been any worse thanit is if
the harbor works had not been under-
taken. This opinion is also that of some
of the members of the Board, and of
many of the most experienced residents
on the Spit. That this opinion is sneered
at by professional men other than mari-
ners, we are perfectly aware, but
then professional men are very apt to
follow some chosen * bell wether,” from
whose judgment it would be heresy to
differ. The fact of the matter is this,
that the shingle Leach follows up the
pier as fast as it is built out, and
that which in  the plans was
intended to be a pier, pure and simple,
has become nothing morg than a breast-
. work. There is no reason to suppose
that the shingle beach will vet continue
to back up behind this so-called pier to
its terminal point. The pier, when
finished, will merely form a point round
whuich the shingle will wash, ag it for-
merly washed round the original point of
the beach, and the bar, removed further
out, will be as obstructive as ever. This
is as evident as light from darkness to
the eyes of persons who have not the ad-
vantage of a marine engincer's know-
ledge, and on Monday striking evidence
vras afforded of the probability of the
hopes of the engineers being dashed to
the ground, and the lugubrious fore casts
of the ignorant being fulfilled. A heavy
sea was rolling into the bay, and breaking
with terrific force in continuous lines
along the course of the old bar, and of
that which is now evidently being
formed beyond it. No communication
could be held with the mail steamer
Rotorua, the pilot even declining to risk
the life-boat and crew by attempting the
passage through the breakers unless it
were a case of saving life. 'The shingle
was being piled up behind and above the
“ pier” and many of the outward piles
of which had been loosened by the force
of the waves. The pier did nothing to
break the sea, nor to render the passage
over the bar at the western channel
smoother than it otherwise would have
been. Immediately beyond the end of
the pier no boat could have lived. How
then can it be hoped that any change for
the better will be accomplished when the
harbor works are completed ?

It will be remembered that, in the early
rt of this present month, the Taradale
rd of Clonservators offered a bonus of
£50 for the best plan and specification of
works for the protection of the district
from flood waters within the boundaries
ecified in the proclamation bringing the
gawke's Bay Rivers Act into opera-
tion. It is of importance to recollect
those boundaries. Roughly speaking,
the district under the control of the
Board of Conservators extends east and
west from the eastern slopes of the
Puketapu hills to a line cutting through
the Catholic Mission Station, at Meanee ;
and north and south from the Tutae-kuri
river to the inner harbor. It will there-
fore be seen that the district is a verv
small one, and does not include any por-
tion of country that, in the past, has most
severely suffered from floods. 'The plans
and specifications called for are for pro-
tective works for the small area in which
the Act has been brought into force, and,
we presume, no _consideration
for the interests of ad{'oining dis-
tricts is to be contemplated in the
works to be  undertaken. The

plans are to be sent in to the Board not
later tban the 31st instant. Amongst
others who will furnish a plan will be we
learn, Mr James Gorrie, of Marlborough,
whose intention it is to bring under the
notice of the Board Mr Douslin's patent
floating spur as applicable to the require-
ments of the district. This invention has
been wonderfully successful in the pro-
vince of Marlborough, in the guiding of
swollen rivers, and in turning them into
channels in which they could do no mis-
chief. Mr Douslin's patent applied to
the Tutaekuri river from the foot of the
Puketapu hills to where it debouches
into the inner harbor might be equally
successful in forming high banks, deepen-
ing the channel, and protecting the land
from floods. We only say it might be,”
because the eurrent being so sluggish, the
spurs might not have the same effect as
they have had in swift running rivers.
But supposing the plan to be adopted,
and to be ag successful as it could be de-
sired, what would be the result? The
river bed would be deepened, and follow-
ing the course of the banks huge mounds
of sand would be thrown up offering a
natural embankment to the  river.
Another difficulty would then be created,
the confinement of this sand which when
dry would Mow all over the adjoining
land doing. perhaps, as much injury as
the floods. The femedy would be almost
as bad as the disease. But against this,
Mr Douslin's ?lau cannot be adopted in
its entirety. The Taradale Board has no
power outside the little district pro-
claimed under the Act, and the floating
spur system of protection applied to the
upper portion of the stream at Taradale
might prove the ruin of Meanee. It
behoves the County Council to narrowly
watch the action of the River Board.
The protection of Taradale may not im-
probably mean the destruction of a very
much larger area of far more valuable
country.

A movemENT bas been set on foot by the
settlers of the southern portion of this
provincial district, for the establishment
of annual ram fairs to be held during the
spring season before shearing. The fair
will, probably, be held at Wai-
pukurau, as being the most convenient
centre of the district. Whether the
movement will be successfully carried
out must be left for time to determine.
It is certain that since the Hawke's Bay
Agricultural and Pastoral Society fixed
the site of its Shows at Hastings, con-
siderable dissatisfaction has been express-
ed by the southern settlers, who, with
some reason, complain that their stock
cannot compete on equal terms with
those bred on the Ahuriri plains. In the
matter of expense, and in * the knocking
about " the stock must undergo through
being sent for exhibition, the southern
settlers are placed at a disadvantage.
The consequence has been that the bulk
of the stock shown has been drawn from
Heretaunga and the neighboring districts.
The proposition to have the Show

alternately at Hastings and Waipukura

was, long ago, put on one side as being
impracticable, and unnecessary. The
proposal that was made, when the railway
was opened to Waipukurau, to have the

Shows held at some more central
place than  Hastings was also
negatived. At that time, we

recollect advocating the selection of Kai-
kora, or Waipawa, as affording greater
facilities for the exhibition of stock by
the southern settlers. The convenience
Hastings offered from its proximity to
Napier to visitors from other parts of the
colony, however, mainly decided the
question, and there is now very little
chance of any change being made. In
connection with the Ram TFairs, the
southern settlers have not only the same
complaint to make with regard to situa-
tion and expense, but also to the time of
year at which they are held. They con-
tend that no person can so properly judge
of the full merits of asheep after it is
shorn as before that operation, and that
the ram fair should be held before shear-
ing. Tt is farther said the fair being
held at that time would compel breeders
to state the course of feeding to which
their sheep had been subjected, and that
this would de away with the unfair
competition which now takes placeat the
annual Spring Show between grass and
artificially fed sheep.
that representations, similar in effect to
those we have mentioned, have been
made to the Society from time to time,
but ‘that no corresponding modifications
in existing arrangements have been made
to meet them. The result is, as we have
stated, that a movement is now being
made to hold annual ram fairs at Wai-
pukurau in the month of October.
Should the scheme be successfully carried
out, it is very much to be hoped that it
will not lead to any dimination of the
Agricultural and Pastoral Society's funds.

We understand-

Neither the requirements of the province,
nor its means, admit of two Pastoral
Societies ; they could only injure each
other's usefulness, and in the end, their
establishment would possibly lead to the
death of both. That there has been a
strong feeling manifested in the Waipawa
county to found a rival Society cannot be
denied, and our only fear is that the pro-
posed ram fair in October may prove the
thin edge of the wedge.

Our attention has been drawn to the in-
justice and annoyances to which pas-
sengers are subjected on the Napier-
Waipukurau railway. As we do not
suppose that the complaint laid before us’
is a solitary case, and as the cause of it is
said to lie in the administration of the
Railway Regulations, - we shall briefly |
state the particulars as related to us. A
traveller by the late up train on Satarday
last ook a first-class ticket at Wai-
pukurau for Napier. On two occasions
before reaching the Paki Paki station,
the Guard passed through the carriages
demanding to see the tickets of the pas-
sengers. At Paki Paki there was, with-
out any apparent cause, a long and
tedious delay, so much so that, as is very
often the case, many of the passengers got
out of the train and walked about. A
change of Guard here took place, and
between Paki Paki and Napier, a further
show of tickets was demanded. When
the final collection was made our infor-
mant had lost his ticket which, he
supposed, must have dropped out. of his
pocket at Paki Paki. The Guard having
ascertained that our informant had come
from Waipukurau, demanded, and at once
obtained, the full fare from there to
Napier. The passengers in the carriage
then expressed their sense of the injustiee
of the charge, when the Guard, after
some explanation, offered to return the
amount of the fare between Waipukurau
and Paki Paki. Our informant declined
to accept this gift on the ground that if
the charge at first demanded was accord-
ing to the regulations, the refund could
not properly be made by the Guard,
whose option in the matter might be
called in question. The matter, our in-
formant said, should be reported to the
proper authorities when the Guard replied
that that could be done, but the money
(11s.) would not be recovered. We have
stated this case for the satisfaction o
travellers by the Hawke's Bay railway,
and also for the purpose of discoverin
whether a charge such as we have reluteg
can be made and justified on the ground
of the regulation. It was manifestly the
duty of the first Guard to ascertain that
all passengers from Takapau to Paki
Paki were in possession of tickets. The
second Guard could not therefore be re-
sponsible for passengers from beyond the
station at which be took echarge of the
train. This being the case, we should
like to know the particular clause in the
regulatioas that entitled the second Guard
to, apparently, demand any fare he
pleased from a p ger whom he found
travelling without a ticket. In the case
of our informant, who is a well known
settler, abundance of evidence can be pro-
duced that he took and paid for his ticket
at Waipukurau.

Tue correspondence that has lately ap-
peared in the local papers respecting tge
Te Aute Estate has evoked a long letter
from Mr I'. C. Williams, which has been
published in the Wellington Argus.
After explaining the nature of the Trust,
Mr Williams denies that a release of the
estate to the Revd. 8. Williams has been
signed. Mr Williams refers to the corre-
spondence in the Napier papers as being
levelled at his brother ; and he considers
that people who would act as some did
in Napier towards the Bishop of Wai-
apu, and treat their old pastor, Mr Towns-
end, in an unmanly manner, while they
nursed and fondled the curate Mr Robin-
son, might well be expected to abuse the
Revd. S. Williams, and feel glad athaving
discovered somcthins damaging to his
high character. Mr Williams, however,
charitably excuses such conduct on
account of the inhabitants of Napier
being surrounded by many acres of a
“most abominable swamp,” the im~
purities of which they daily inhale. Mr.
Thomas Williams, we think, has entirely
mis-apprehended the character of the
correspondence on the subject of the Te
Aute Hstate ; there was nothing in it
damaging to the character of the Revd.
S. Williams, nor has that highly esteemed
gentleman been abused. r Thomas
Williams also appears to be ignorant of
the source from whence sprang the con-
troversy. It did not arise in Napier at
all, indeed, further than having a general
desire to see all Trust Estates “made to
produce their utmost value for the pro-
motion of the objects of their endowment,
the people in town care nothing whatever

about T'e Aute. Letters like that written

by Mr T. C. Williamg are apt to do more
harm than good to the cause they profess
toadvocate, as they scem to point to the
existence of personal feeling, and per-
sonal interests, in a matter of purely pub-
lic concern. 'The allusions Mr Williams
makes to the treatment pastors receive
at the hands of Napier people are
peculiarly unhappy and ill-timed. It is
perbaps an unfortunate circumstance that
the only congregations that have had
cause to regret their connection with
their pastors in this town have been
members of the Church of England.

Some telegraphic correspondence has
lately taken place between His Worship
the Mayor and the Government relative
to the Corporation offices, that arose
through a report that the Town Clerk’s
office was wanted for colonial purposes.
We understand that in reply to the
Mayor’s query respecting the tenure of
the Corporation of its present offices, the
Under Secretary stated that the Govern-
ment would not guarantee any tenure.
This is, of course, the official manner of
saying that the Muyor and the Town
Clerk may be turned out of doors at any
moment. It is just as well to know this,
and the knowledge is not acquired any
too soon. The Council will meet in a
few days, and it is to be hoped the
members will take immediate, steps to
place the Corporation in a less humiliating
position than it now occupies. Apart,
however, from holding offices on suffer-
ance, and being liable to be turned out
any day without warning, the Corpora-
tion now pc valuable d ts
and records that if lost or destroyed,
would have to be replaced at considerable
expense to the ratepayers. We contend
that the Town Clerk’s present office is
not the proper place for these documents.
If the ratepayers' book, the assessment
list, or the valuation book, were stolen,
or burnt, no one could be held persenally .
reu(fonsible owing to the utter unfitness
and insecurity of the office. It is not
fair to the Borough or to those who are
legally responsible for the safe keeping
of the public records, that the Corpora-
tion should not possess suitable offices.
We trust that at the next meeting of the
Council this subject will be dealt with in
a manner which its importance deserves.

A crists in the war is imminent. More
Russian troops have got across the
Balkans  and reached  Demotika,
situated on the banks of the Maritza,
and containing 8000 inhabitants. Adrian-
ople, the second city of Turkey lies on
the same river a few miles below
Demotika. The advance guard of the
Turks under Sulieman Pasha has been
driven back and obliged to find shelter in
Adrianople. The Turks we learn are
also falling back from Philippopolis on
to Adrianople, and there we may expect
a stand will be made. Should the Rus-
sian arms be victorious the question will
arise : Will Russia ve allowed to take Cn-
stantinople? The Turks in Constanti-
pople are, so thoroughly aroused and
their fanatic feelings so worked upon,
that it is feared a rising will take
place, and the Christian population be
massacred. It is difficult to say, what
course the Christian nations of Europe
would then adopt. The brief telegrams
from Europe, can give us but an inkling
of the great excitement now prevailing
on the Continent, and we anxiousl
wait to learn the beginning of the end.

WASTE LANDS BOARD.
THURSDAY, AUGUST 2.

The Board met at 11 a.m. to-day.

Present : The Commissioner of Crown
Lands, Messrs. Tiffen, Kennedy, and
Newton.

The Chairman brought to the notice
of the Board that the land at Mohaka,
called the Ferry Reserve, had been pro-
claimed in the Gazette of 19th July as a
site for a Ferry.

The Board decided that, in reply to the
letter of February 7 last, from the Chair-
man of the Wairoa County Council, the
land proclaimed should now be offered to
the County Council for a period of five
years, at a nominal rental of £5 per
annum.

Applications No 2491, from Mr W.
Royse, to purchase 4743 acres in the
Maraekakaho district, was received and
agreed to.

In consequence of Fredrick Ingobrisen
having neglected to pay the second instal-
ment dueon the land selected at Makaretu
under application No 56, within the three
months allowed under the Act, the land
was declared forfeited to Her Majesty.

The Chairman gave notice that, at the
next meeting, he would propose that, in
future, meetings of the Board shall be
held on the first Thursday in the month,
special meetings being called when any
important businessrequired the attendanee
of members.
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Latost Political Nows.
WELLINGTON.
July 31

It is re&)orted that the Government
have withdrawn the Friendly Societies
Bill from the Upper House in order to
make amendments before its second read-
ing.
$I'he Otago members will strongly
oppose the Government attempt to dis-
pense with Sir J. Vogel's' services, and
appoint Mr Stafford.

n spite of Ministerial denials, it is
undeniably true that there was a clerical
error of £60,000 in the railway accounts
of the Middle lsland yesterday, and there
was great excitement in consequence.
Major Atkinson looked worked up to a
pitch of despair. Whether the discre-
pancy has been discovered I cannot say.

It is believed Mr Fox sub rosa aspires
to lead a party, but is too coy to come
forward, and is waiting to be asked.

Ministers are working hard, but are
careworn and anxious.

It is believed an attempt will be made
during the session to raise the honorarium
to £300. Many needy politicians would
support it, and others argue that as the
increase was made last year from £150
to £200 on the express grounds that the
session would be prolonged beyond three
months, tbis year, unless the session be
gimilarly prolonged, the honorarium
would be dropped to the old amouut.

The Customs revenue last year did not
reach its estimate by £50,000, but other
revenues bave more than covered the
deficiency. Foremost of all, it is said, by
some financial mancuvre, the railways
will show an increase on the estimated
revenue of some £30,000. According to
Parliamentary returns, the loss altogether
on the Auckland railways is £33,077
12s 3d.

The Civil Service Amendment Act re-
moves doubts as to civil servants having
the right to the retiring allowance under
the Civil Service Act, 1866, and Amend-
ment Act, 1871, where they ‘have been
transferred to other offices in the service.
This applies whether the offices were
created prior or subseq to the passing
of the two former Acts named. Calcula-
tion is to be made under the Act under
which a person claims, 'and the annual
salary at tﬁee time of retirement.

The petition from the Omahu natives
asks the Native Committee to enquire by
what means Mr Sutton got his seat, and
says :—* We object to that man sitting

in Parliament.” The petition contains

teen cl The C ittee have
referred it to the Petitions Committee.
' August 1.

Opposition parties are beginnmg to
come togetber, but only in small coteries.
Every thing is secret as the parties meet

uietly. A Caucus will be held when

¢ details are agreed on, and gradually
others be taken into the confidence of the
leaders. Each leader will use his influence
to gain friends and unite the party when
ready. The old system of holding Cau-
cusses is now regarded dangerous, secrets
leak out too soon.

It is said on the authority of a gentle-
man not entirely friencly to Auckland
that Sir George Grey is not likely to
lead the Opposition, but - will hold the
Auckland party together to support
another leader. Mr Gisborne wiﬁ be
with the party, but whether as leader it
is premature to say—Mr Montgomery
mfl tioned—his ch depend upon
being able to work in unison with Auck-
land.

Five Railwa

Inspectors have been
lgpointed at £250 per annnm and ten
shillings a day travelling expenses. One
is a nephew of a Minister, another
Wright, who was formerly in the Armed
Constabulary, and the other three young
fellows, all from Otago. All are now
being taught a system of aunditing
accounts. One is learning vulgar frac-
ﬁoxa. thead

oung man, late rter on a
Sonth{m rgnilway, has bgenpno inted an
extra clerk in the Audit ce against
the representations of the Auditor. He
is a nephew of a duchess.

Messrs Brogden’s railway claims are to
be prosecuted. They involve a quarter
of a million of money. The actions are
to brought under different heads. One
set is in the hands of Mr Travers, and
the other in those of Mr Barton.

The Canterbu
vernment yesterday, and received eatis-
factory assurances re leases.

The first thing a z’oung man does on
seeing a friend with a new hat on is to
take it off and serencly try it on his own
head. When a young lady sees an ac-
quaintance with her new bonnet on she
justs lifts her nose and serenely wonders
“ where the thing got that fright."—Cats-
kill Recorder.

members met the Go- |

RESIDENT MAGISTRATE'SCOURT

FRIDAY, JULY 27,
(Before R. Stuart, Esq., R.M.)

DRUNKENNESS,

John Butcher was fined and paid s
for an offence of the above nature.

John Stacey was charged with having
been drunk yesterday, and also with
using

OBSCENE LANGUAGE.
on the Marine Parade. He was sent to
gaol for 14 days, with hard labor.
BREACHES MUNICIPAL BYE-LAWS,
CHIMNEY ON FIRE.

Edwin Mansfield, for negligently
allowing the chimney of the house
occupied by him to be on fire was
fined 403, with 9s costs.

KEEPING GOATS.

Mrs Tennion, for keeping goats within
the limits of the Borough on land not
securely enclosed and fenced, was fined
20s, with 9s costs.

CIVIL CASES.

Pocock v. H. Andrews (Wairoa).—
Claim £7 10s 6d, balance of account for
goods supplied. No appearance of de-
fendant. Judgment (by default) for
amount claimed, and costs 14s.

Tuckwell v. P. Flanagan.—Olaim
£1 123 6d, for goods supplied. Judgment
(bildef‘ault) for plaintiff, with costs 9s.

uncipal Corporation v. Graham.—
Claim £1 10s, rate. Judgment for
amount claimed and 93 costs.

Anderson v. Moorhouse.—Claim £20,
for detinue of a mare, or the return of
the said mare. Mr Lascelles for plaintiff,
Mr Cornford for defendant. A regular
horsey case. Ordered that the mare be
returned to plaintiff with costs and soli-
citor's fee, amounting in all to £2.

Some six or seven other civil cases were
either “* withdrawn" or ‘““settled out of
Court.”

————

MONDAY, JULY 30.

DRUNKENNESS,

One case only of this kind came before
the Court this morning, which was dealt
with by the infliction of a fine of ten
shillings, which was paid forthwith.

LARCENT.

William Bennett, (of Ashton’s cash box
notoriety) was charged with stealing a
coat of the value ot £1, the property of
one Robert Hart. He was convicted and
sentenced to 14 days imprisonment with
hard labour.

BREACHES OF MUNICIPAL BYE-LAWS.

James Topping, charged on two sepa-
rate informations with leaving his horse
and cart unattended in the public street,
was fined in each case 40s, and 6s6d costs.

An information against a lad named
James Goddard for a similar offence was,
on the application of the Sergeant of
Police, allowed to be withdrawn.

SURETIES OP THE PEACE.

Hall v, Hall.—A complaint by a wife
against her husbund for threatening her
in such words as, I will be the death of

ou,” &c., and praying that he might be
{ound to keep the peace towards her.

Evidence having been taken, the Court
ordered that defendant be bound over to
keep the peace for a period of six months,
himself in the sum of £50, and two sure-
ties of £20 each.

Pt

TUDSDAY, JULY 88,

THE “BLACK " LIST.—DRUNKENNESS.

Charles Black, for the first offence of
this description, was fined 5s, with the
alternative of 24 hours' imprisonment.
He accepted the alternative.

Harry Black was charged with
drunkenness, and further with using

OBSCENE LANGUAGE
within hearing of persons passing on the
Marine Parade. He was convicted, and
sentenced to imprisonment with hard
labor for 14 days. His Worship dis-
missed the charge of drunkenness.
THREATENING LANGUAGE.

Harry Black was also charged by one
David Black with unlawfully threatening
him in the following words : —“ I will put
the b——y set on you before I leave
Napier,” and other threats, complainant
praying that defendant be required to find
sureties to keep the peace towards him.
His Worship ordered that defendant be
further imprisoned for one month with
bard labor.

/ LARCENY.

Francis Coyne, an old offender, was
charged with stealing a pair of boots of
the value of fifteen shillings, the property
of one William Tuckwell.  He pleaded
guilty, and was sentenced to one months
imprisonment with hard labour.

ASSAULTING CONSTABLE.

Francis Coyne was also charged with
unlawful assault and battery on Constable
Dennis Black, whilst in the execution of
his duty arresting defendant for the above

robbery. He was convicted and sentenced

to a further term of fourteen days im-
prisonment with hard labour, cumulative
on the previous sentence.

FURIOUS DRIVING.

Thos. Hammel, charged with driving
on the new Taradale Road, so as to en-
danger. the lives of persons passing there-
on, denied the offence. Evidence having
been taken on both sides, he was con-
victed, and ordered to pay a fine of ten
shillings, with costs amounting to a
further sum of £1 11s 6d.

CIVIL CASES.

Vickers & Lye v Meihana Takihu.—
Claim £12 8s 1d, balance of an account
for flour and other goods supplied. De-
fendant did not appear. Judgment (by
default) for plaintiff for amount claimed,
and costs and expenses amounting to a
further sum of £3 1s.

Blythe & Co v Flanagan.—Claim
£5 17s 8d, drapery account. Defendant
did not appear. Judgment for plaintiff
for £5 17s 5d, and 13s costs of Court.

Newton Irivne and Co., v. List—Claim
£53 18s 6d. Judgment by consent for
£48 13s 5d, and £2 6s costs, &e.

Of nine other civil cases on to-day's
cause list, in two jndgment had been
confessed, in three others against defen-
dants residing inland the summomses had
not been served,. and in the othér four
the plaints were withdrawn.

o oot

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1.
DRUNKENNESS,

George Marsh denied the above offence,
necessitating the evidence of two wit-
nesses on oath, who conclusively proved
that he was drunk when arrested yester-
day. The denial cost him 6s 6d fees of
Court, in addition to a fine offive shillings.

BREACH MUNICIPAL BYE-LAWS.

Aninformation against Owen O'Donnell
a cabdriver, for leaving his hackney
carriage and horses unattended in Lever-
street, was defended. Mr. Cornford for
defendant. Evidence on bebalf of both
the prosecution and defence having been
heard, and Mr. Cornford having ad-
dressed the Court, His Worship dis-
missed the case.

ASSAULT AND BATTERY.

Harford v. Burndrett.—Both com-
plainant and defendant are married
women, the husband of Mrs Harford
being a tenant of defendant’s husband.
The affair arose out of a failure to pay
rent when due and demanded, and it
appeared that Mrs Brandrett took the
law in her own hands, and assaulted both
the complainant and her husband, using
at the same time—so it was sworn—some
very choice language of the “ Billings-
gate” description. Defendant denied
the charge in toto, and made a long
rambling statement, but called no evi-
evidence. She was convicted, and or-
dered to pay a fine of 20s, with costs
115 6d. The money was paid at once.

AL

THURSDAY, AUGUST 2.
(Before ¥, . Hamlin, Esq., J.P.)
ILLEGALLY ON PREMISES.

Two small boys, named respectively
Michael Moloney and Thomas Madden,
were charged with having been unlaw-
fully in a loft on the premises of Patrick
Herlehy in Chaucer-road, where they
were found and arrested by Constable
Byrne. Being very young, and on the
request of the Sergeant of Police, they
were dismissed with a caution.

NOTHING LIKE “SCIENCE.”

One day last summer an old farmer
and his wife were in a Detroit photograph-
gallery to have some pictures taken of
the wife. Before proceeding to business
the farmer took the artist aside and con-
fidently observed, “ The old lady was
bcund to come, and I couldn't prevent
her, but now I want you to do me a
favour. She's got ears like a cow, and
the biggest mouth 1 ever saw on a woman.
Her picture would be a laughing-stock
for aFI the children, and I know she'd be
sorry when too late. Tell her that she'll
take best in cold weather, and then T'll
fix the rest.” The artist performed his
errand, and the woman went away both
disappointed and pleased. The other
day, when old zero was just howling him-
self hoarse, the same pair returned to the
gallery, and the farmer seated his wife as
far from the stove as possible, and
ordered her to be *“taken” at once. As
the artist hurried to obey, the. farmer
cornered him, and whispered, “ Magnifi-
cient and unbounded success! Mouth
and ears reduced ene-half in size by the
cold! Heat expands—cold contracts!
Go ahead afore she thaws out! Hooray
for science and me !"—American Paper.

—

A Norwich man invented a plan in
three parts by which no one need lose his
life in a burning hotel. The first part
states that a man should never stop at a
hotel. Omitting the other two parts, the
plan is generally considered a success.

THE NOUELIST.
LADY TREVOR'S SECRET ;

OR, THE
Mystery of Cecil Rosse.

BY MRS. HARRIET LEWIS.

CHAPTER XXXV.
A DESPERATE MOVEMENT.

The effect of Mr Pulford’s bland
and easy declaration of his betrothal
to Lady Trevor, immediately after
the widow’s indignant denial and
protestations to the contrary, had,
perhaps, scarcely the effect he ex-
pected.

Lady Trevor went into violent

hysterics.
Lord St. Leonards, after one
moment’s incredulous stare, flew

into a rage, denouncing his grand-
daughter and Mr Pulford together,
declaring that he would mot counten-
ance any such marriage on the part
of Lady Trevor, and that if she per-
sisted in her engagement, he, the
marquis, would never see her again.

When the furious old lord paused
in his denunciations and threatenings
to take breath, his angry eyes turn-
ing from one to the other of the be-
trothed pair in a gaze that might
have scorched and withered persons
less hardened than those whom he
addressed, Lady Trevor’s hysteric
demonstrations increased to such an
extent as to indicate an utter loss of
self-control. But Mr Pulford stood
calm and unmoved, his face as im-
passive as that of a sphynx.

““You do not approve of the mar-
riage, then, my lord?” he said, very
quietly, taking advantage of the
marquis’s state of breathlessness.

“ Approve ?” cried the old lord,
finding breath again with unexpected
celerity, fairly snorting in his wrath
at Pulford’s audacity. “ Approve ?
If Lady Trevor marries you, sir, I
shall disown her! Not one penny of
my property shall she ever see!
Approve? Humph!”

Words were all too cool and mean-
ingless to express his lordship’s rage.
His frosty old eyes glared. is
moustached lips parted above his
bristling teeth, and his breath came
in snorting gasps. Tis lion-like
temper was aroused. Ile considered
the projected alliance as a disgrace
to his name and house. He was en-
raged at Lady Trevor’s lying and
deceit. All his slumbering hatred of
her, all his suspicions of her, which,
in spite of his efforts, he could never
really lull to sleep, conspiring to in-
flame his passionate fury to the
highest pit.cE.

“Calm yourself, my lord,” said
Mr Pulford, coolly. ““Really you
will throw yourself into an apoplexy
if you give way to such unreasoning
anger. Possibly you forget that I
am a gentleman by birth and edu-
cation—"

“T do not care for your birth and
education !” cried the marquis. Tt
is enough for me that you were the
bosom friend of Sir Albert Trevor,
one of the worst scoundrels of his
day. You aided and abetted him in
his dissolute practices, although
your cooler blood and lesser fortune
did not permit you to share in them.
You constitated yourself chief adviser
and business agent to his widow, and
now you tell me that she has agreed
to marry you. A few minutes before
shedeclared herself incapable of false-
hood and solemnly assured me that
she was not engaged to marry you.
It strikes me that, morally, you are
well worthy of each other. "If this
marriage takes place, I beg to de-
cline the honor of your wife’s ac-
quaintance, sir. Lady Trevor, if you
have any further explanations  to
make to me, you can make them by
letter !”

The marquis took up his hat and
moved towards the door.

The widow, half frantic at the
turn affairs had taken, made a gesture
to the marquis to remain, while she
looked imploringly at her hated
suiter, . ¢
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“ Leave the room, Pulford!” she
said, beseechingly, in a hurried under-
tone. “ You will ruin everything.
Leave grandpapa to me!”

Mr Pulford smiled sardonically,
but made no movement to obey.

“ One moment, my lord,” he said,
suavely, detaining the marquis at
the very door. ‘‘ Edith, my darling,
ean you not plead with grandpapa to
forgive us and look kindly upon us?
Tell him how you love me, dearest—"

Lady Trevor attered a faint scream
covered her ears with her hands, and
thrust her head into the depths of the
sofa-pillow.

Lord 8t. Leonards, with a wild
snort of rage too deep for words,
abruptly quitted the room and the
house, violently slamming the doors

- behind him.

Mr Pulford again smiled and began
walking the floor with his hands in
his pockets, whistling a tune.

he widow indulged in a renewed
burst of hysterics. When her
emotion had spent its force, she
struggled to a sitting position, angry
and sullen, with inflamed visage, and
hard black eyes glittering with evil
assions, as unlovely an object, per-
aps, asa lover’s eyes ever rested
upon.
Mr Pulford, however, delighted in
his power over her. He stopped
short before her, exclaiming :
“ If you are ready to be reasonable
at last, my dear Edith, T should like
from you some sort of explanation of
this very singular scene !”
Lady Trevor angrily beat her
lli?pered foot upon the carpet.
‘I beg to know,” continued Mr
Pulford, still blandly, but with an
authorative air that indicated his in-
tention to be master, “ why you de-
nied to Lord St. Leonards our en-
gagement of marriage.”
““ Because,” cried Lady Trevor,
finding voice at last, ‘“because you
and I agreed that our engagement
should be secret. You have seen the
effect of your announcement upon
him. He will never leave me a
penny.”
“Your chanc:is of inheriting anv of
his property had grown exceedingly
slim;,, &y ydem' Edith. He has
avowed his intention of finding Miss
Rosse, and make her his heir.”
“ But he can’t find her. And,
not finding her, he might leave his
unentailed property to me. I have
counted upon inheriting it, now that
she is out of the way!” cried the
widow.
¢ His unentailed property is worth
fivo thousand a year—an income
worth scheminF for,” remarked Mr
Pulford, leisurely. ‘ Under ordinary
circumstances, I should be willing to
sacrifice my own personal feelings to
obtain it. ~But you have a fortune
to which that isa mere bagatelle, so
to speak, and I do not choose to
sacrifice greater advantages to obtain
the lesser. His favor and friend-
ship would be worth more to us than
his money. He is a qreat states-
man, a power in the land, a favourite
with the queen, a counsellor to her
majesty ; in fact; one of the noblest
and mightiest peers of Great Britain.
His nu(‘f can open to me the best
houses in England, as his frown can
close them to me. I am ambitious
of becoming a man of society, of
joining fashionable clubs, and of ob-
taining a title. All these things his
favor would render easy to me—""

“Then why did you declare our
engagement to him? "Why did you
provoke his anger and make such a
scene ?” e

“ Bocause I am tired of waiting
in vain—because he wonld never
look fayourably upon your marriage
to me. :
would bring could never be mine be-
cause his favor is unattainable. I
am letting the substance slip from
my grasp while I chase after
shadows. We have been engaged
to each other about eight months. It
was last September at Castlo CIiff
when I proposed to you, and you
promisotf) to marry me in a month’s
time, and here itis May, and we

The advantages his favor |y

are not married yet.”

“ We have waited on account of
the Marquis—"

“We will wait no longer, then.
Ho is mortally offended, but I can
live without his favor, as you and
Sir Albert Trevor lived so many
years.”

“We waited also on account of
that girl,” said Lady Trevor, in a
lower tone. ‘I would not marry
while I had anything to fear from
her.”

“You have nothing whatever to
fear from her now. If she isn’t dead
she soon will be. I think you lack
your usual wisdom in deferring ouvr
marriage for any such cause, Edith.
If I become your husband, it is to
my interest to guard your name and
fortune from any marauder, is it not|?
‘Wo will not argue. You huve put
off our marriage upon excuses that
appear fo me unsound. I shall not
listen to them longer. Our engage-
ment shall no longer remain secret.”

Mr Pulford—"

“The marriage shall take place
within a month! By Heavens,
madam, (o yo think I will submit to
be cheated much longer out of my
share in your wealth! I have sub-
mitted to your whims this winter
and have allowed our marriage to be
put off indefinitely. You have
visited country-houses, have flirted
withmarriageablemen, haveschemed
to win Lord Glenham—I've seen it
all !—while I have come and gone
as your business-agent, tolerated in
good society because I am a gentle-
man and your friend, but only toler-
ated! Now we shall change all
that. T intend to be master in this
house, where now I am a guest. I
intend to enter society as your hus-
band ; I intend to spend my share
of your fortune; to drive and ride
with you in the park ; to be received
as the equal of your lordly friends;
to sit at the foot of your table as the
master and dispense its hospitalities;
to order your servants; to loll in
your drawing-rooms; to live the life
of a gentleman of leisure ! The day
for your excuses and postponements
is over! 'We will be married on the
firstiWednesday in June !”

He delivered his ultimatum. as if
it had been a decree ef fate.

Lady Trevor’s face grew livid.

She had liked Pulford well enough
as a servant; as her betrothed hus-
band she loathed, detested, and
hated him. She was ambitious: the
prospect of a marriage with him
galled and humiliated her. She
secretly loved Lord Glenham with
all the fervor of her nature. She
had by no means given up hope of
winning the earl. Cecil Rosse for-
ever removed from his path, why
should not Lord Glenham consider
his mother’s wishes and contract a
marriage with the granddaughter of
Lord St. Leonards ? If Pulford per-
sisted in his claims upon her, her
love and ambition would be alike
balked. She knew that he would be
a hard master rather than a doting
husband, and she said to herself
passionately that she would rather
die than become his wife.

And then all those dark and terri-
ble schemes of deliverance from his
power which she had considered when
at Castle Cliff, in the first days of
her betrothal to him, recurred to her
with sinister force.

She dropped her gaze, her hard
eyes emitting a baleful light that
might have betrayed the nature of
her thoughts, and she set her full
lips together in a hard, tense line.

Mr Pulford continued to regard
her triumphantly.

“You know that this marriage is
distasteful to me,” said Lady Trevor,
in a hard, cold voice, after a brief
sause. ““ I do not love you—"

Mr Pulford laughed sneeringly.
The widow flushed under her
powder rouge.

¢ (Can I not buy off your claims ?”
she asked, forcing herself to speak
calmly. “I will give you five
thousand pounds a year for life] and
will procurc your entrance into
society on the terms you crave—"

Mr Pulford laughed again.

“The terms I crave are simply to
enter society as Lady Irevor’s ius-
band. Lady Edith Pulford—that
doesn’t sound badly, eh? Come,
come, Edith, your reluctance to marry
me is anything but flattering. I am
a revengeful sort of person. I shall
be apt to visit my displeasure on you
after our marriage, if you do not pro-
fess some liking for me. Do you
want people to see that you are being
forced into this marriage? They
are likely to inquire how it happens
that you are in my power ? Leave
but a slight clue to your secret loose
and some one will seize upon it and
unravel the whole mystery. You
are safe only in your marriage with
me.”

Lady Trevor shuddered.

“T have appointed the marriage-
day,” continued Mr Pulford, his face
growing dark and terrible, his eyes
fixed upon her in a piercing gaze.
“Ts it your intention to submit to
my decree, to proclaim our engage-
ment, to prepare your trousseau, and
have a grand marriageat St. George’s
Hanover Square, with an entire
column of glowiug description in the
court newspapers ; or shall T blow
your secret to the winds, produce the
girl, and send you to a cell in New-
gate prison ? Take your choice, and
let the matter be settled now for
one and for ever.”

“T choose the marriage,”
Tady Trevor, huskily.

“You choose wisely. By Jove!
I might force the girl to marry me
No doubt she’d do it to escape her
prison. I need not-destroy myself
you see, to ruin you. But the mat-
ter is settled. We will go out to-day
toorder certain portions of yoru trous-
seau—such as require most time. T
will go to Emmanuel’s, and select
diamonds for a bracelet, or other
knick-knack for you as my bridal
gift. They will set the jewels and
have them ready in time, and I’ll
pay the bill out of your money, my
dear. We won’t have any marriage-
settlements, I detest them. What
is yours must belong unreservedly
to me !” :

Lady Trevor lifted her eyes and
flashed a look of hatred upon her
suitor. 4

“T will have marriage settle-
ments,” she exclaimed. “ T will
never give all my money to you, and
be left dependent upon you. The
money is my own—"

“ But how obtained ?” asked Mr
Pulford, suavely. “ By a horrible
crime, for which, if I were to de-
nounce you, you would be doomed too
felon’s cell.  You are a criminal,
amenable to the law, through you
recline on a silken couch in your
gilded drawing room, with [your
hair frizzled, your cheeks rouged,
and your form covered with- silken
robes. How quickly these frescoed
walls would be exchanged for the
narrow prison cell—those garments
for prison stripes, that chevelure for
a cropped head, if I were but to
speak ?”|

“You delight to torture me ! Have
everything your own way. hen
the ~day arrives I will be ready.
Meantime, spare me your allusions
to the past and your threatenings !”

Tt is a bargain. Learn to sub-
mit yourself to the inevitable with a
good®grace.” Don’t give the world
food for scandal. If TLord St.
Leonards were to get wind of your
relactance to marry me, he’d suspect
the real truth. So make the best of
the situatien, my dear Edith. Order
your trousseau, and remember that
our engagement is no longer to be
kept secret.”

He approached and bent over her
and kissed her forehead.

«T'm off to spread the news,” he
said, lightly, “ %o ordey your bracelet
and to procure the insertion of a
little paragraph 1n the fashionable
newspapers announcing the.approt:ch-
ing marriage in High .Llfe. ‘The
die is cast,’ my dear Edith; there’s
no turning back now. Ta-ta, my
love. 1 will do myself the honor of

said

1

dining with you to-duy

He made a low bow, half in
mockery, and departed from the room,
humming a tune.

As the house-door closed behind
him, the widow sprang to her feet.
Now the repressed passion of the past
hour, no longer held in check by her
terrors, leaped to her eyes and mouth
and revealed itself in her quick, im-
petuous movements; as she began to
walk the floor.

“T hate him! T hate him!” she
muttered.  ““ The marriage shall
never take place. I cannot prevent
his announcing the engagement, but
I will not marry him. Either he or
I will die before the marriage day.
There is much to be done. I will
make my preparations—but hardly
such preparations as he desired ! But,
first of all, T must arrange to see
Lord Glenham, before he hears the

report. He must come to me imme-
diately upon his return {rom the
Continent !”

She sat down at her writing-table
and wrote a note to the young earl,
requesting him to call upon her im-
mediately upon his return to London.
She sealed and addressed the missive
and despatched it to Park Lane by a
servant.

Then she went upstairs to her own
private rooms.

Her first act was to send away her
French maid upon soms trivial errand
to a linen draper’s shop at a distance
of a mile or more. Then she made a
hasty toilet of the most unobtrusive
description at her command. She
brushed her hair low on her forehead,
flattening it, thus altering her appear-
ance and expression. A short
walking-costume of biack silk, a
square India shawl with black centre,
her plainest bonnet, covered with a
large, brown gresadine veil that was
doubled over her face, rendered her
unlikely to be recognised should she
chance to meet an acquaintance.

Her preparations completed, she
took from her private desk, in her
boudoir, a copy of a uewspaper bear-
ing date some months bncY:.

Folding the newspaper so that the
inner side came uppermost, she turned
to a report of e murder trial, which
in its day had attracted her attention.
A man had poisoned his wife. He
had procured the poison of a chemist,
living in an obscure street, who was
described in the testimony asold and
infirm and avaricious; ““a man who
would do anything for money,” and
whno had more than once rendered
iximself liable to the penalty of the

aw.

Lady Trevor found this chemist’s
testimony and cut out his address,
destroying the remainder ofthe news-
paper.

utting the scrap in her pocket-
book, she counted her money, ot
which she had over ahundred pounds
in bank-notes and gold. Then she
glided down stairs and out of the
house, alone and on foot, to the sur-
prise of the becalved and beplushed
footman whose duty it was to wait
upon the door.

She proceeded to Regent-street,
signalled an empty passing cab, and
gave the address of the chemist,
reading it from her scrap of news-
paper.

An hour later, Lady Trevor, with
a very pale face under her doubled
veil, with her hard eyes glittering
with sinister exultation, ascended her
own steps and let berselt in at the
door with a latch-key.

She had returned home by a eir-
cuitous route to avoid pursuit
doubling upon her course like a hare,
had managed to conceal her name
and identity from the chemist whom
she had seen, and had reason to be-
lieve that no one knew her errand
save herself, and the chemist, and
that no one even suspected ' her
private schemes.

Her pocket-book was empty, but
she had gained possession of two
vials, which appeared to her as price-
less treasures.

““Now,” she said to herself, as she

.
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glided up to her own rooms, ““now,
Mr Horuce Pulford, I amn mistress of
the situation. Before the appointed
marriage-day comes nroum}: either
the hride or the bridegroom will be
dead.”

CHAPTER XXXVI.
AMONG THE MOUNTAINS.

As the stout Highland ponies
moved quickly out of the stable-yard
at Black Rock, and the erisp, cold,
salt air blew freshly upon her, old
Gretchen revived instantly, the in-
stinct of flight taking possession of
her entire being., She leaned for-
ward, clutching the side of the
wagon, and looked backward with
enger gaze.

“They’rocoming ! they're coming!”
she cried, wildly, her voice, half-
wailing. “They see us, Miss Cecil.
They’ll catch us.”

Cecil set Ler lips together; her
dusky eyes blazed like burning stars.
She plied the whip vigorously, keep-
ing a firm hold upon the reins. The
ponies galloped down the hill at a
reckless pacc; the vehicle jolted
against stones, tipped uow and theu
into a rut or ditch threatening an
overthrow, and dashed on madly,
Cecil’s steady hold never once re-
laxing, nor her stern courage falter-

ing.

sI"hey gained the foot of the hill in
safety, snd plunged into the wood-
land-path, into a dense gloom made
by thick overhanging trees.

Gretchen could no longer see the
pursuers, but she kept up her keen
lookout, muttering and groaning.
The dogs under the wagon bayed
and howled, excited by the wild
speed of the horses. - Cecil sat per-
fectly silent, the reins in one hand,
the whip in the other, listening in-
tently for the sound of pursuers.

One mile—two miles—were gone
over. Then Cecil drew a long sigh
of relief.

“ How many ponies did they have,
Gretchen !” she asked, keeping the
horses at a steady though not ex-
cessive speed.

“Four,” gasped the old peasant
woman.

¢ And there are only two to the
wagon. The others must have been
in the stable or the yard, ready to
mount or lead. They must be on
our track.”

“They will overtake us. With
this heavy weight they will find it
easy to capture us. What shall we
do ?”

“ We might cut the traces, mount
these ponies, and get away,” re-
sponded Cecil. ‘ But we are likely
to repent if we do that. We must
keep to the wagon if possible. I
have often seen firearms in the old
kitchen. See if none of them have
been putin the wagon. They would
be high atjthe sides, out of harm’s

rwa'g.”
he old woman groped about, and
announced her discovery of firearms.

1 think I can use them, if neces-
sary. I have seen the men at the
schutzen-feasts firing their rifles, and
I know how the thing is done. Do
you hear our pursuers ?”’

“No, Miss Cecil,” replied Gretchen,
after intently listening.

Cecil again became silent. The
ponies pressed on through the gloom
and darkness, stumbling now and
then, jolting the wagon upon stones
and in ruts.

In the course of an hour the faint
gray dawn became apparent, even in
the forest-wilds.  The fugitives
.could see the wild desolation of the
mountain-road, the various features
of he weird and rugged scenery, and
note the terrible loneliness that
reigned supreme over the Northern
Highlands. There were mountain
peaks on every side, all of them
crownéd with snow. The yegetation
was, after passin[f the old park and
forest of the Black Rock estate,
sparse and stunted. No living
creature crossed their path,

As the dawn deepened into day-
light, and the cold became more

perceptible, as they retreated from
the sea, Gretchen began an examin-
ation of the interior of the wagon.
She found the stores which the
Jarvises had prepared with a view to
their own needs and comfort, and
carved slices from the roasted
venison, brought out slices of bread
and butter, a pot of fruit jelly, and a
jug of strong cold coffee.

“ Here is something they intended
for themselves,” she remarked, de-
positing her treasures on the broad
seat. ‘‘Let us eat breakfast, Miss
Cecil. T will drive while you ear.”

Cecil put her whip in its socket,
but kept a firm hold upon the reins
while she took up the sandwich
Gretchen had \made for her. She
ate it while driving, not for an in-
stant relaxing her vigilance or per-
mitting her ponies to slacken speed
to a walk.

‘It is singular that they do not
show themselves,” said Cecil, when
she had finished her meal. “ Some-
thing must have happened !”

In truth, something had happened.
Mr Jarvis had intended to secure the
two extra ponies to the rear-end of
the wagon, and had left them loose
in the stable. Mrs Jarvis, on dis-
covering the escape of the prisoners
had attempted to mount one of the
pouies thus left, and had been thrown
to the floor. No injury had been
done her, but the ponies were not
secured, and in her haste she had
left the stable-door open, After up-
setting her, seeing the avenue of
escape, both the ponies had gone
careering into the stable yard,
neighing for their late companions,
had overthrown Maria, who happened
to be in their way, and had then
made a bold break for freedom.

With vivid recollections of a cer-
tain pasture from which they had
heen withdrawn a day or two before,
they set off on a gallop and regained
the wide field, where for more than
an hour they had indulged in the
wildest antics, defying the efforts of
Jarvis to capture them. At the end
of that period they had again taken
to flight, and to the old road by
which the fugitives had fled.

Jarvis set out on foot, of course, to
capture them, swearing till he was
hoarse, and swelling with rage and
fury that was little short of
maniacal.

It was noon when he found them
calmly grazing in the grass-grown
highway. To belabor them with a
club was his first act. Then he
mounted and pushed onward in wild
pursuit, relieving his  pent-u
emotions with imprecations “both
loud and deep,” and resolving to kill
both Cecil and Gretchen at sight.

‘“There’ll be no more foolish sen-
timentality,” he growled. ¢ No fears
of being ha’nted, no drehd of ghests.
A fortune like that girl a-slipping
through my hands like this! I
wonder I ain’t raving-crazy !”

Throughout that long morning
Cecil kept the ponies at a steady jog.
At noon, when they showed signs of
flagging, she alighted, unhooked
them from the wagon, and permitted
them to graze in a little green dell
by the roadside, where a mountain
spring bubbled, and the young grass
was thick. An hour was given to
this halt. The fugitives ate their
dinner under the trees, and kept
anxious watch in the direction they
had come.

They put the ponies to the wagon
again after due rest, and resumed
their journey.

The road during the morning had
threaded a wide valley, now ran
through a dangerous mountain-pass,
5o narrow 1n places that two wagons
could not have passed each other.
The mountain rose steeply upon one
side of the path, upon the other a deep
precipice yawned, and beyond that
were other mountains. Even at mid-
day the road was in deep shadow.
It was crossed by frequent mountain
torrents, spaned by insecure old
bridges that threatened to give way
under the weight now brought to

bear upon them. Inplaces the path
was so narrow that a sheer of the
horses to the outer side, of but a few
feet, would have precipitated the
fugitives into eternity. In other
places a misstep would have been at-
tended with the same fatal conse-
quences.

Speed was out of the question.
The ponies, sure-footed like all of
their breed, and used to such pre-
carious footing, plodded on steadily,
while Cecil and Gretchen kept watch
in front and rear, their nerves strung
to their utmost tension.

For hours they marched in this
terrible mountain pass, with strained
vision and hearing, but the ponies
never swerved from their course, and
no pursuer came in sight.

At a late hour of the afternoon
they came out into a wide valley,
which stretched for miles before
them in a comparatively level plain.
There were patches of snow in their
way, but the road was improving,
and Cecil again compelled the ponies
to jog. It was twilight when she
turned the vehicle ;aside into a
scraggy grove of stunted pines, and
came to a halt beside a mountain
stream.

“We must stop for the night,
Gretchen,” she said. ‘‘The ponies
are tired. And as for us, we must
have rest.” :

Gretchen assented with many mis-
givings, and alighted from the
wagon. The horses were unharnessed
and tethered to trees, within easy
reach of the noisy little stream.
Cecil helped to rub them down.

¢ We must take good care of them.
Our safety depends upon them,
Gretchen,” she observed, gravely.
Jarvis must be on our track. He
will overtake us by to-morrow noon,
even if he has been delayed, or if he
is compelled to rest as often as we.”

“Then what are we to do ?”

“ We shall have to resume our
journey in the morning without the
wagon. The ponies are gentle. We
must ride them. We can take food
enough in a bag for our wants, and
by to-morrow night this road must
bring us to some shepherd’s hut or
some Highland hamlet !”

Gretchen brought out a variety of
food, tho best the wagon contained.
After supper the old woman filled a
bag, which she improvised from a
table-cloth found in the vehicle,
with choice provisions, and placed it
where it could be taken up at an in-
stant’s notice, should they be com-
pelled to renew their flight in haste.

‘“One ought to watch while the
other sleeps, Miss Cecil,”” said

Gretchen. “T will watch—you look
beat out. Your face is as pale as
death,”

“But my heart is strong and my
courage also,” replied Cecil. “ We
have been free one whole' day. I
think God is surely befriending us.
He will not suffer our enemies to
overtake us and put us to death.
But we must watch, as you say. You
are older than I. Lie down in the
wagon and sleep until midnight.
Then I will waken you and take my
turn at resting.”

“But you are weaker than I,”
protested old Gretchen. “You are
delicately nurtured, while I am only
a rough serving-woman. Let me
sit up and watch while you sleep.”

But Cecil shook her head with
pretty imperiousness.

“Youmust do as I say, Gretchen,”
she said, affectionately. ¢ Lie down
now. I promise you I will take my
turn.”

Gretchen was forced to obey. She
crept into the wagon and went to
sleep, snoring heavily.

The young girl leaned against a
tree, silent and watchful. She was
well wrapped against the cold. The
noisy torrent was very near. The
mountain peaks, crowned with snow,
shut in around her on every side like
a bristling wall. The wind tore
down the valley, coming through the
mountain-passes, keen and chill.
The shadows of the night deepened
into blackness. Only two or three
stars could be distinguished through

the dense clouds. It was a strange
vigil, one ever to be remembered.

Cecil’s thoughts went back over
her brief bistory. The mystery of
her origin seemed to her to be con-
nected with her imprisonment at
Black Rock and the attempt of her
jailers to destroy her life. ~What
could that mystery be ? Who were
her unseen enemies? Who had
bribed the Jarvises and the Portu-
guese woman to kill her ?

She thought of Lord Glenham.
His blonde beauty, the rare charm
of his manner, bis nobleness and
gooduess, all were reviewed in that
lonely silence and gloom. And the
young face was turned up to the
frowning sky, pale and sorrowful,
yet full of tenderness for the lover
she believed lost to her; and Cecil
prayed for him and for Lady Trevor,
whom g¢he believed that he loved,
that they might be happy, whatever
should be her own fate.

She did not waken old Gretchen
at midnight. But somewhere about
one o'clock the old woman aroused
herself and came forth, compelﬁn%
Cecil to take her place. The gir]
did so, sleeping profIl)mdly until day-
break.

Then she arose. They had break-
fast. A feed of oats was given the
horses, and they resumed their
journey.

They had been gone three or four
hours when Jarvis came riding up.
He saw that they had halted for the
night. He was hungry, and made
an instant attack upon the stores
they had left, consuming an inor-
dinate amount of whiskey.

Securing extra stores of provisions
both food and drink, he pushed on

after the fugitives in better spirits.
“They don’t know the road ahead
of them!” he muttered. * This

second day’ll tell on that girl. I
shall overtake ’em at Devil’s Gap, if
not sooner. They haven’t the
slightest chance of escape !”

To be continued.

ADDITIONAL ENGLISH ITEMS.

In consequence of the English Press,
Conservative, Liberal; and Radical, with
singular unanimity condemning the action
of Marshal MacMahon in dismissing M.
Simon, papers have been subjected to a
censorship on entering France, and they
are delayed for several hours.

M. Fourtue is said to have stated that
Marshal MacMahon intends resigning if
another Republican Assembly is elected.

A quantity of pearls from Western
Australia were sold by auction by Messrs
Debenham and Storr. They were bought
by the trade in sixty lots, at prices vary-
ing from 3d to 7s a grain.

Anthony Trollope is going to the Cape
at the end of June, and purposes remain-
ing there six months, prior to writing a
book on the country.

Both arms of the celebrated statue of
the Venus of Milo, found in the island of
Melos in 1820, have lately been discovered
in the immediate locality.

The London correspondents of several
leading country journals state that Lord
Beaconsfield was very much opposed to
the Queen going to Scotland in the pre-
sent crisis. Other members of the Cabi-
net are said to hold the same opinion.

A gross act of treachery on the part
of Russia was announced by the Berlin
correspondent of the Times. A man
named Krysiuski, a leader in the Polish*
insurrection of 1863, who escaped, ap-
plied for leave to return. In answer he
was invited to come back. On doing so
he was tried and sentenced to Siberia.
He made his escape, was caught, and
tried a second time and shot.

What's the difference between a cake
for tea and asilly person out for a walk ?
—One's a muff-in, the other a muff out.

Anent the Arctic Expedition, a corres-
pondent of the Paris Figaro, lately stroll-
ing about the Lendon streets, noticed a
large crowd hurrying into a wooden
booth. Having paid his shilling, he en-
tered also, and found the great attraction to
consist of a sailor sitting quietly smoking
and drinking beer. Over his head was
the following inscription—* This is the
only sailor in the Arctic Expedition who
succeeded in perspiring  at the North
Pole.”

Remarkably careful is that Aberdeen
coal-dealer who stands on the scale him-
self to see that there is no fooling with
the weight of a lead.
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WEST CLIVE.

[¥ROM OUR OWS CORRESFONDENT.]

July 30.

The weather is particularly disagree-
able. The river is rising, and in all
probability we shall have a dood which
will test the permanence of the works
being carried out at Merritt's and
Hamlin's ends.

A numerously signed memorial has
been forwarded to Major Scully for the
{)urposu of keeping Constable Graham in
his present position. Much interest is
taken in the matter, and the result is
looked forward to with some degree of
anxiety.

T'he olection of Chairman to the West
Clive Road Board takes place to-day.
The contest will lay between Mr. R. P.
Williams and Mr. Sutton. 1 am under
the impression, while having the greatest
respect for Mr. Williams, that Mr Sutton
will be the chosen one. ‘

Mr. Turley will hold a sale of cattle at
the Farndon sale yards to-morrow, and a
numerous attendance is anticipated. 1
understand Mr. “I'urley intends holding
regular private sales at this place, which
will be a decided convenience to buyers
and sellers.

Mr. Giffard intended giving a pic-nic
to the children of Clive at bis estate to-
day, but through the inclemency of the
weather it bas been unavoidably post-
poned.

WOODVILLE.
[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]
p July 26, 1877.

The rute{puycra’ yearly meeting for the
purpose of electing Wardens for the
ensuing year was held at the Woodyille
Hotel on July 9. Mr H. Monteith was
in the chair. There was a large gathering
of ratepayers, who took great interest in
the proceedings. The balance-sheet for
the year wag read, showing that there
was a balance in hand. The meeting
then proceeded to elect the Wardens,
the Chairman wishing to have all the
members proposed together, but the
meeting would not agree to anything of
the kind. Mr Sowry wanted the meeting
to nominate a number of persons for the
office, and then proceed and ballot, and
of course the five persons having the
largest number of votes would be elceted ;
but the Chairman ruled that he bad a
right to decide which way the meeting
should vote. Mr Sowry again and again
protested against the power he claimed
as to the matter of voting, when the first

rson was proposed and seconded. The

’hairman then received the next pro-
position as an amendment—though both
persons were acceptable—and the meeting
was kept in that state of “ humbug " to
the end. The members from the special
settlement were at the meeting in large
numbers, and, if they wished, could have
put in the whole of the Wardens without
troublé ; but moderation was the order
of the day, and Messrs Fountain
and Horrocks were elected as representing
the town interest; Messrs Hughes and
Pinfold as representing the special settle-
ments; and Mr Ross to represent the
rest of the country district; which, on
the whole, I think was very fair. It is
to be hoped that as soon as the Board
get into working order they will drain
some of the water off the roads. Mr
Fountain was clected Chairman of the
Board ; and I have no doubt it will be
an improyement to have the Chairman
living in the district, instead of Waipu-
kurau as before. It came out that Mr
Horrocks had taken the trouble and
labor as Collector &e., free of cost, which
had given him a great deal of work, and
for which the ratepayers are much in-
debted to him. ¢

A wife of one of our settlers having
been ill, a Mr Hirst, a sawyer, went for
medicine, &e., to Palmerston, and on the
way met with rather a bad misfortune.
As he was going in the dark round one
of the cuttings, something hanging from
the side canght him and threw him on
his head. Iis leg was much hurt, and
also the side of the horse cut. Strange
to say as he returned home next day the
borse he was riding (which was a fresh
one, the other being lame, was left be-
hind) fell, and he came down to the ground
once more, but escaped this time with
only a few scratches on his face. He has
been laid up ever since, but I am glad to
suy is doing well.

Napier will be well represented here ;
we had a Mr Gireenaway and family up
last week, and are expecting more from
Narier shortly.

The last few mornings have been
strong frosts; etill the weather on the
whole is very fine and seasonable.

e ee—— —

‘What is that which lives in winter, dies
in summer, and always grows with its
roots upwards 7—An icicle.

MATL NOTES.

(I'rom the English papers.)

The Princess Louise is said to have
joined a temperance society.

“Truth” says that the custom' of
applying an artificial bloom to children's
faces is on the increase.

The Boston Post says that Stanley was
last heard of in Jzjzjzjzjzjzjz, on the
southern shore of Lake Nylylylylylyl.

There are 166 temperance societies in
the Royal Navy.

The " printing-office of the Waterford
News has been almost totally destroyed
by fire.

Professor Lister, of Fdinburgh, has
resolved to 'accept the Chair offered to
him in King’s College, London.

Crimes of violence are greatly on the
increase in Belgium. At the prison of
Charleroi alone there are mow 13 mur-
derers awaiting trial.

It is reported that the Marquis of
Lorne is engaged upon a new metrical
vession of the Psalms of David, set to
popular hymn tunes, in various metres.

Over £20,000 has been publicly sub-
scaibed to erect a new town hall, public
library, reading-rooms, arts and science
classes, and muscum at Reading,

Four new churches are to be erected
in Barrow-in-Furness, at a cost of
£24,000, of which amount the Duke of
Devonshire and the Duke of Buccleuch
have already subscribed £18,000.

According to a Paris paper “Sir John
Arrison” has invented an apparatus by
which persons may walk on the water as
easily as on land.

Five rounds were fired from the 8o ton
gun at Woolwich on Tuesday. Charges
were used of 425lbs of powder and a
17081b shot, and the velocity registered
was about 1480 feet per second.

The pageant of “Lady Godiva” was
revived this year in the ancient city of
Coventry with unusual splendour, It is
now seven years since a Godiva procession
was held.

Thomas Dapling, a groom in the service
of Lord Hampton, has been sent to prison
for two months, with hard labor, by the
Westminister police magistrate forhaving
been guilty of cruelty to a mare by an
excessive use of the spurs.

Messrs Christie sold on the 25th May,
in London, an old relic of the Indian
Mutiny, a very fine old Sevres vase given
by Louis X V1. to Tippo Sahib, and taken
by the English at the siege of Seringapa-
tam. Tt fetched £425.

Major Bolden, 68th Light Infantry,
was mauled by a tiger near Nusseerabad
in May last, and died after the amputation
of a leg. He was about firing from an
elepbant's pad when the elephant swerved,
throwing him into the tiger's jaws.

The Rev. H. W. Beecher's recent
lecture tour in the West was a splendid
financial operation. He lectured 40 times,
and received, it is said, £80 for each
lecture, realising the snug little sum of
£3200. This was good pay for a month’s
work.

The estimated population of the prin-
cipal towns in Scotland to the middle of
1877 is as follows :— Glasgow, 555,933 ;
Edinburgh, 218,729; Dundee, 142,951 ;
Aberdeen, 98,181; Greenock, 72,377 ;
Paisley, 48,761 ; Leith, 54,257; Perth,
26,564,

Some pupils of the French Archmolo-
gical School, in lately making excavations
at Milo, found the arm of a female statue
holding a mirror in her hand. Tt seems
beyond doubt, says Galignani, to be a
portion of the celebrated Venus now in
the Louvre. ;

Partridges in England are killed in con-
giderable numbers by flying against the
telegraph wires along railways. In one
season (says the Live Stock Journal and
Fanciers' Gazette) 361 partridges were
destroyed by the wires of the South-
Western Railway alone.

Land and Water says that complaints
are being made that therelis no machine for
digging out drains.  ITere is an oppor-
tunity for an ingenious mechanic. Any-
one who could supply the want would
benefit agriculturists greatly, and, would
in all probability rapldly amass for him-
self a rurgc fortune.

The steamship Saratoga, while being
launched in Delaware River, at Chester,
Philadelphia, on the 22nd of May, started
prematurely while 40 men were under her
blocking her up on ways, and many were
dragged into the water. Most escaped
with slight injuries, but eight were killed
and two mortally wounded. The dead
were horribly mutilated.

On the 2nd of May a shocking sight
was diseovered at Kelker, County Lime-
rick. A Mrs Gibson, a lady who mixed
in high society, was found burned to
death in her bed at her residence, Albert
road, Kildee. Since the previous evening
deceased had been missing, not having
left the house, in which she alone resided.

Previous to the departure of her

Majesty for Scotland recently, a gentle-
man arrived at Windsor Castle, and, an-
nouncing himself as the King of England,
desired to be shown to his apartments in
the Palace. He was informed that as he
had not sent notice of his coming, they
were not ready, and was requested to take
a seat. A surgeon pronounced him to be
insane, and he was consigned to the
Windsor Workhouse.

One of the oldest of the retired ship-
masters resident in Nouth Shields has
passed away at the age of 78 in the person
of Captain William Carter. The de-
ceased had sailed between the Tyne and
the Thames for 62 yéars, and oufy came
ashore about seven years ago. He com-
manded the Waterhouse for 39 years,
and when at last that vessel was lost she
had been afloat for 60 years. Captain
Carter was a nephew of the illustrious
Captain Cook, the discoverer, by his
sister, Margaret Cook.

A Braemar correspondent says it is re-
ported that arrangements are all but com-
pleted for the purchase by her Majesty
the Queen, from Colonel Farquharson, of
Invercauld, of the extensive Forest of
Baliochbuie, which adjoins the estate of
Balmoral. The forest comprises within
its bounds the largest arca of natural-
grown Scots firs in Scotland. It is un-
equalled in extent and in the size, beauty
and symmetry of its trees. For the last
few years it has been held by her Majesty
on lease from Colonel Farquharson, at an
annual rental of £1500 sterling.

The Liverpool Courier says the estate
of the late Mr John Pemberton Heywood,
head of the banking firm of Arthur Hey-
wood, Sons, and Co., who died a few days
ago, will be proved under two millions
and a half sterling. He left no children.
The bulk of the property will go to his
nearest relatives. Mr Robert Gladstone
receives a bequest in money and the re-
version of the Norris Green estate on the
death of Mrs Heywood, Mr Arthur T.
Lonsdale, nephew of the deceased, re-
ceives the bequest of one million sterling,
the reversion of the Cloverly Hall estate,
and he isalso constituted residuary legatee.

A pretty little scene, amusing to all but
the actors in it, was enacted at a church
at Holylake the other day. One of the
villagers recently decided to enter the
bonds of matrimony, and the ceremony
was duly performed a few daysago. The
friends of the bride and bridegroom had
assembled in considerable numbers in the
church to witness the marriage ceremony,
and, the service having been satisfactorily
concluded, the newly-married couple pro-
ceeded down the aisle toleave the church.
Fre they had lett the church a woman
rose from one of the seats and flung a
baby into the hands of the bridegroom,
saying that his wife would probably take
care of his progeny for the future. The
bridegroom stood aghast ; and what the
feellings of the bride weremay beimagined.
‘The scene was quite dramatic, and pro-
bably the honeymoon of the newly-mar-
ried pair has not been quite so sweet as
they had anticipated.—Liverpool Post.

THE EARTHQUAKE AND TIDAL
WAVE.

IntErLiGeNce from South America gives
details of the destruction caused by the
earthquake and tidal wave there, the in-
fluence of which was felt on the New
Zealand cost some months ago. Iquique
was almost entirely destroyed. The
damage done amounts to 4,000,006 dols.
The valley of Chamoaya, with 400 houses,
has only a few standing. The town of
Tarabaca, and villages of Pica, Matilla,
and Canchenez, were more or less ruined.
The earthquake was especially severe at
Chanavoyaz.

TWO HUNDRED PEOPLE WERE KILLED.

The bodies were floating in the water,
and a pestilence was feared. At Huniallas
and Guano all the houses were destroyed.
The tidal wave which followed the
earthquake was 60 feet high. Many
vessels and several of those on board were
lost. At Mexillones two-thirds of the
town was completely obliterated.

200 MEN SMOTHERED.

At Lapina the Blanca mine sank in
smothering 200 workmen, of whom many
were Cornigh miners. Cabija, the prin-
cipal town on the coast, lost three-fonrths
of the houses. Assoon as the intelligence
reached Lima the Governor sent out a
relief expedition. The northern parts of
Peru were damaged but little.

UPHEAVAL OF THE SEA.

At Callao there was a gradual up-
heaval of the sea, which caused serious
damage and exceeding alarm. The docks
and piers of Muelle and Darsena were
the principal sufferers, together with
some stores along the shore, nine of
which were completely carried away by
water. The Elé’er reports the almost
complete destruction of Antofagasta

1
Iquique, Arica, Tambo de Maro, Pabel-
lon de Pica and Ilo. Although severe
shocks of earthquake were felt they
caused but little damage. The

DESTRUCTION OF LIFE AND PROPERTY
was owing only to.a frightful upheaval
and the ingress of the sea. At Arica
the sea washed over the town to the hill
at the back of the church and destroyed
much valuable property. The wreck of
the United States steamer Wateree,
which was carried inland a couple of
miles by the tidal wave of 1868, was
again floated and carried a mile or two
farther up the coast. The lower part of
Antotagasaa, which is the port of the
celebrated Caracoles mining district in
Bolivia, is reported completely destroyed.

SMELTING WORKS SWEPT AWAY.

The smelting and other works near the
shore were all swept away. The shipping
at Pabellon de Pica and the guano de-
posits suffered severely, and some half a
dozen fine vessels are reported ashore and
complete wrecks.

At Hilo, Hawaaiian Group, a mighty
wave swept in, washing up and into all’
the stores in the front of the town, carry-
ing off a great deal of lumber, and all the
stone »wall makai of the wharf, The
perpendicular

HEIGHT OF THE WAVE,

(as we have since asertained by levelling
with the lamp-post on the wharf) was 12
feet 3 inches above the ordinary low-
water mark. But at Waiacka the damage
was frightful. Every house within a
hundred yards of the water was swept
away. Five lives were lost, and numbers
were bruised and had limbs broken. The
body of one woman was found by the
boats off Honolii. The boats of the
American whaleship Pacific, Captain
Smithers, lying in the harbor, picked up
six people who were swimming for their
lives in the bay. Thirty-seven dwelling-
houses were entirely destroyed ; 17 badly
injured ; five people drowned and killed ;
seven badly injured; 163 left homeless
and destitute; 17 horses and mules
drowned.

THE LAKE OHAU TRAGEDY.

ARREST OF THE SUPPOSED MURDERER.
A telegram has been received from
Sydney, dated the 16th instant, inti-
mating that Matthew Cunningham, who
is charged with the murder of Hugh
Hannah at Lake Ohau nearly two years
ago, and for whose arrest a reward of
£100 has been offered, has just been ar-
rested. The circumstances connected
with the Lake Ohau tragedy are briefl
as follows: On Thursday, the 28t
November, Mr Dick, manager of the
Lake Ohau Station, sent Cunningham
and Hannah across the lake in a boat for
a boat-load of chaff. As they did not
return by Saturday night fears were
entertained for their safety, and on Sun-
day a search-party was organised. The
shores of the lake were searched, and the
result was the discovery of the boat at
the south end, with the oars and chaff
strewed about the beach. In the bottom
of the boat was the dead body of Hannah
lying face downwards. The head was
bruised, the neck appeared to be dislo-
cated, and blood flowed from the mouth
and ears. Cunningham was fnot to be
found, and this fact, together with the
evidence obtained subsequently, led to
the presumption that Iannah had been
murdered by his companion. A diligent
search was made for the presumed mur-
derer, who was deseribed as a seaman,
35 years of age, and well acquainted
with the interior of the Colony. Lake
Ohau is situated on the borders between
Otago and Canterbury, and it was sup-
posed that Cunningham had made his
way into the bush adjoining. Notwith-
standing a diligent search and the pro-
clamation of the reward already men-
tioned, nothing whatever has been heard
of him till yesterday when a telegram
was received announcing his capture, and
requesting that a warrant, together with
the depositions, and a constable to identify
the accused should at once be sent to
Sydney.—Otago Guardian.

There was a reward oflered the other
day for the recovery of “a large leather
lady's travelling-bag.” Whether the
‘“large leather %ady" has got it back
has not been stated. ;

The other day a father said to his little
five-year-old who came in late to dinner
from school, ‘““Robbie, why are you so
late? Didn’t youhearthebell ?” * Yes,
father,” replied Robbie, ¢ but I couldn't
hear it plain.”

A butler received a telegram from his
master—a certain nobleman—asking him
to send “ten bob” at once, as he was
“greatly in need of it.” Of course the
message had been wrongly transmitted
through the telegraph-office, * ten hob

having originally been *tin box.”
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LETTERS 70 THE EDITOR

T
SEWERAGE AND SMELLS.

Bim,—A good deal bas been written and
much more said about the horrible stench
arising from the drain in front of the
Post Office, but all apparently to no pur-

For a few days certainly a stream
of clear water was allowed to flow down
the channelling, but this has been
stopped, and the delightful (?) odouis
are playing round again in a most un-
mistakable manner.

It has been suggested—and to my
mind it is not a bad idea—that the mem-
bers of the Municipal Public Works
Committee, with our wonderfully ener-
getic Inspector of Nuisances, should be
compelled to stand over this drain for a
couple of hours every warm day for a
week or two. Perhaps this would lead
toa qood order for our undertakers, but
I really don't know that that would be
much regretted by those whose olfactory
nerves are daily made to suffer through
the manifest disregard that has been
shown by the Municipal authorities to
the now almost innumerable complaints
about the state of this drain.—I am, &c.,

Q.

Napier, July 27, 1877.
FRAGEEESIS NSO W—"
MUNICIPAL BYE-LAWS.

8ir,—Can you or any one of your nume-
rous subscribers inform me why the Cit
Bye-laws should be framed so as to crus
one individual and spare another, Thave
just heard that one of the civil authorities

terviewed Messrs Leonardand Co., and
threatened vengeance if they should at-
tempt exposing their wares for sale under
their verandah. 1 cannot see the Justice
of such bitterness.

In the name of all that is equitable, let
us chuck our laws in the tide if they are
only made to be carried out against stran-
gers—I am, &c.,

July 28, 1877.
e T
ROAD BOARDS.

Justice,

8ir,—I observe in your issue of Satur-
day, the 28th inst., a question asked by
“‘5"—“ Whether a (Road) Board can
do more than clect a Chairman until
the names of the new Wardens and
Chairman are officially gazetted P and
that you in answer state :—* A Board is
mot in legal existence until formally
gazetted.”

Now, 8ir, with all due deference to

u, I wish to know what your reply
nfers, as it does not answer the question
put by “Q." The election of Wardens,
until the Election Act of 1876 is brought
into force, is under the Hi%hways Act of
1871, but rating is under the Rating Act
of 1876. 1In no part of this Act do 1 sce

vision made for the gazetting of
ardens and Chairman before a rate can
be declared.

Ag there are conflicting opinions upon
the two Acts, viz., the Highways Act,
1871, and the Rating Act of 1876, if you
will kindly throw some light thereon I
feel sure l;vou will confer a great favor
on Road Boards in gcneml.—-[s ax(n}. tgz.,

July 30, 1877.

[Clause 6 of the Highways Act, 1871,
provides that the newly elected Chairman
of Board * ghall report in writing to the
Buperintendent the names of the persons
elected as members of the District Board
at the said meeting, or at any adjourn-
ment thereof within ten days thereafter.”
This report was necessary to enable the
Buperintendent to gazette the Board of
Wardens, a course that was always
adopted, Since the abolition of provinces,
the powers of Superintendents have
devolved on the Governor, who comfirms
by Gazette notice the election of Wardens,
as wad formerly done by the Superinten-
dents.—Ep. W.M. ]

MESBGEE
PARCEL TRAFFIC.

Sir,—Permit me through the columns
of your valuable journal to inform
the public that parcels will not
be booked at the Waipukurau Rail-
way Station fifteen minutes before the
arrival of any train. I wanted to book a
parcel to Takapau at fifteen minutqumat
11 a.m. on Saturday last, and was told by
our most obliging stationmaster that

rcels must be booked half-an-hour be-
Erc the arrival of the train. Now Ifind
by the same day's paper an advertise-
ment in the supplement of the DaiLy
Terrararn that parcels should be booked
fifteen minutes before the starting of the
train to insure despatch. Now, Bir, I
tendered to book my parcel fifteen
minutes before the time of arrival, but
was told distinctly that I should book it
half-an-hour before the departure of the

train. 1 should like you to inform me
and the public, for our future guidance
whether the stationmaster is right, or
whether the advertisement in your paper
ie P—I am, &c.,
Ronert McKnianr.

Waipukurau, July 30, 1877.

[The advertisement was inserted by
the authority of the Manager of the Na-
dier-Waipukurau Railway.—Fp. W.M.]

COLONIAL DEFENCES,

Tie Royal Colonial Institute held ameet-
ing lately in London, when Captain J.
C. R. Colomb, R.M.A, read a paper on
“TImperial and Colonial Responsibili ‘es
in War." Having given a sketch of our
Imperial position and the danger to which
it is exposed, he showed how the want of
adequate means of defence in one place
affected such means in another, and laid
great stress upon the necessity of the
Empire providing means of defence and
garrisons for the strategic points in the
sea lines of communication. The ex-
pediency of protec!ing coal depots, and
localising and developing naval resources
was ulso insisted upon. He spoke of the
importance of the proposed Canadian
Pacific Railway, maintaining that it is
necessary for the safety of Australia as
well as Canada. He also pointed out the
advantage of having a food supply in
British territory. He strongly advocated
the erection of a dockyard at Sydney for
the construction and maintenance of the
Pacific fleet, by which that fleet would be
independent of home dockyards ; and he
argued that it might perhaps be advisable
to abolish a home dockyard so as to
localise the reserve ships and stores.
Allusion was made to our having no com-
mand over the coal in the Straits of
Magellan. Imperial and colonial duties
of defence, he argued, were alike, and
every portion of the Empire was bovnd
to share the burden, He suggested that
a general scheme of defence was indis-
pensable, and that the principle of  Jocal
defence was dangerous to our safety.
He thought that an Tmperial Commission
should look into the matter, as our weak-
ness was due, not so much to a want of
military force as to inability to apply it
readily when required. Mr E. J. Reed,
M.P., advocated strongly the representa-
tion of the Colonies in the House, #nd
suid he would be glad to exchange two
hundred home members for 100 colonial
members. He complained of the want of
system in naval defence; besides building
ugi s that could not leave our shores we
had sent an unarmoured vessel as flagship
to the Pacific, when several armoured
vessels of foreign countries were already
there. He also advised, from motives of
economy, the establishmentof a dockyard
in the South Pacific. Mr Strangways,
referring to the localisation of troops, said
they were told by the Government some
time since that they must not rely on their
presence in war time. The colonists ought
to have a voicein their policy, asunited we
could defy the world. He doubted the
value of King George's Sound as a strat-
egic base. CnPtnin Gilmore, late Colonial
Secretary of Tasmania, remarked that
the Australian colonies were in a most
defenceless condition. There was no
adequate naval force in Australian waters,
although the dockyard at Syduney could
receive the largest ironclads. Colonel
COrossman, R.E., strongly urged the care-
ful maintenance of all our strategic posi-
tions, especially King George's Sound,
Singapore, and Point de Galle.  Our colo-
nies must be defended regardless ofex-
pense. Canada has set a splendid ex-
ample in raising a really efficient Militia,
which all the colonies should hasten to
imitate. Captain Bedford Pim, M.P,,
stated that Vancouver's Tsland was
utterly defenceless. We had onlly seven
men-of-war there against eleven Russian
vessels at San Francisco, all capable of a
six months’ cruise, and undoubtedly sta-
tioned there to cut off our grain supply
in the event of war. Mr Labilliere ad-
vocated the creation of colonial fleets and
Tmperial co-operation with such fleets.
Mr Copel Hanbury, Mr Trelawney San-
ders, Mr G. Cox, member of the Legisla-
tive Council, New South Wales, and Mr
Champion, took part in the discussion.

It was in one of London's transpontine
theatres—the Victorin—that the ever-
famous dramatic criticism was delivered
by a sweep in the gallery—‘ Ve don't
expox grammar, and ve don’t expex hact-
ing, but ye might jine yer flats.”

Deacon Spilkin's old ram attacked his
venerable owner one bright day, butted
him to grass, and then frisked away over
the meadow, whereupon the deacon arose,
brushed his home-gpun suit, and muttered,
“I never did like mutton with capers!"

A little boy came to his mother re-
cently and said, ¢ Mamma, I should
think if I was made of dust I should get
muddy inside when I driuk.”

LOCAL OFTION BILL.
The following is the petition now being
signed throughout New Zealand :—
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRE-
SENTATIVES OF THE COLONY OF NEW
ZEALAND, IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED

The Petition Respectfully sheweth.

That in consideration or the acknow-
ledged evils of intemperence, and the ad-
vanced state of publie opinion on the
matter of prohibition, no Licensing Act
can meet the necessities of the case with-
out clauses to the following effect, viz :—

1. That all Licensing Districts shall,
as far as posssible, be bounded by the
same boundaries asareexisting in highway
districts, boroughs, wards of boroughs, or
other already defined areas of not too
great dimensions.

2. That all Licensing Officers shall be
elected by the people.

3. That on the requisition of twenty
householders in any district, it shall be
imperative on the Chief Magistrate or
other authority of the district, to take
the votes by ballot, of all the adult
residents in the district, in the usual
electoral menner, as to whether any
license shall or shall not be granted.

4. That in case of two-thirds of the
aetual votes given being against the
granting of any license, no license shall
be granted for the said district ; nor shall
any distriet, under any circumstances, be
re-tested within a less period than three
years.

5. That no new licensesshall begranted
unless the person applying for such shall,
in addition to complying with all other
requirements of the law, furnish to the
Clerk of the Court, a memorial in favour
of such license being granted, signed by
at least a majority of the adult residents
in the district in which the house for
which a license is sought is situate ; such
memorial to be loged one month prior to
the day appointed for the annual meeting
of the Ticensing Officers, and to be open
for public inspection, and the genuineness
of the signatures thereto to be verified on
oath in open court.

6. That applications for Licenses shall
be heard only at annual meetings of the
Licensing Officers.

Your petitioners therefore pray, that

the law of New Zealand may be

altered in conformity with this |

petition, and that your Honorable
House may be pleased to pass an
Actembodying theaforesaid clauses
in such a manner as to give them
full legal force and effect.

And your petitioners will ever pray, &c.

FURTHER OUTRAGES IN BUL-
GARIA.

The Turks, says the New York Herald
telegrams, have recommenced their bar-
barities in Bulgaria. All Christian
Europe should proclaim a crusade. With
seeming frenzy the wild Bashi-Bazouks
have been let loose upon the frontier
towns along the Danube, and the results

are scenes of rapine and spoliation which | b

rival the darkest days of the Middle Ages.
The little Bulgarian town of Turtukai,
situated across the Danube from Oltenitza
and twenty-eight miles west-south-west
of Silistria, possessed many Christian in-
habitants.  Although in numbers far
fewer than the Turks, they were in every
way an industrious and valuable part of
the population. On the night of the 16th
(Wednesday last) the Turkish citizens of
the town joined with the troops in the
fortress, from which the village takes its
name, and began an onslaught upon the
Christains. The carnage %cgnu in all
parts of the town at once. The doors of
those who attempted to defend their homes
were broken in, and the massacres and
outrages were perpetrated within the
dwellings. In many instances, however,
the attacking parties encountered the
families seated together in the front of
their houses. The method in such cases
generally was to either sabre or shoot the
father and elder sons, to break the skulls
of the old women, and then to seize and
outrage the younger women. In very many
cases the outrages were perpetrated by
neighbours and citizens of the town well
known to the poor miserable victims.
Nobody was spared who was captured.
Scenes of frightful atrocity occurred.
The cries of the fleeing woman and
children were heard at the outposts of
the Roumanian troops encamped below
Oltenitza and a small party of braye
fellows, under cover of the darkness, ven-
tured across the river, in the hope of
being able to rescuesome of the fugitives.
They were partially successfuland brought
two Bulgarian men back with them. One
of the fugitives was quite an old man, and
was for a long time unable to speak from
grief and wild terror. When, on the
morning of Thursday, he was composed
sufficiently to talk with the Roumanian
officers, he described the killing of his

wife and eldest son in his sight and the
carrying off of his daughter. He seemed
to rebuke himself for his escape. He
declared that he was returning in haste
to his home, having heard of the outbreak
in another part of the village, when he
saw his wife's head struck from her
shoulders, and heard his daughter’s wild
shricks as she was dragged away by a
fierce mob of scrambling, frenzied brutes.

The accounts which these two men
give of the general outrage and murder
of old and young are horrible beyond
description. The only pretext seems to
have been the ineffectual bombardment
of Olentiza from the old fortress of
Turtukai, and from the new water bat-
teries which have been erected along the
river bank. No damage was dene by the
Turkish batteries, the weapons being of
a very inferior kind. In asingle instance
a shell passed over a park of artillery and
exploded near a powder magazine. Not
a person was killed, however, during the
ten days of bombardment, and this seems
to have exasperated the Turkisk com-
mander to a degree bordering upon mad-
ness. With his dircct sanction the irre-
gulars joined with the Moslem inhabitants
to perpetrate the terrible deeds told above.
The effect of this massacre is to ever
settle the policy of Roumania. From
Thursday ker future in this war must be
part of Russia’'s. Even neutrality would
not protect her from such outrages from
the Turks if the Russians were driven
back ; therefore an armed defence of her
own territory is imperative. The Rou-
manians daily thank the good fortune
which placed them on the northern side
of the wide Danube.

“SQUARING IT.”

A good story has been told of a lisping
officer having been victimised by a brother
officer—who was noted for his cool de-
liberation and strong nerves—and of his
* getting square” with him in the follow-
ing manner.

he cool joker—Captain Blakeney—
was always quizzing the lisping officer
—a lieutenant—for his nervousness, and
said one day at mess, “ Why, nervousness
is all nonsense ; I tell you no brave man
is ever nervous.”

“Well,” inquired his lisping friend
“how would you act thpothing a thell
with an inth futhee thould drop itthelf
in a walled angle, in which you had taken
thelter from a company of tharpthootert’,
and were it wath thertain if you put out
your nothe you'd get peppered ?’

“ How ?" said tge captain, with a look
at his brother officers; “ why, take it
coolly, and spit on the fusee.”

The party broke up, and all retired.
The next morning a number of soldiers
were assembled on parade, when along
came the lisping lieutenant.

Lazily opening his eyes, he remarked
to a cluster of officers, “I want to try an
exthperiment thith morning, and thee
how ektheedingly cool Tom Blakeney can

o.”

Saying this, he walked deliberdtely into
the officer’s quarters, where a fire was
burning on the hearth, and placed in its
hottest part a powder canister, and
instantly retired.

There was but one door of egress from
the quarters, and that opened upon the
parade ground ; the occupant gave one
look at the canister, comprehended the
situation, and in a moment made for the
door, but it was fastened on the outside.

‘“ Charley, let me out, if you love me 2"
shouted the captain.

“Thpit on the canither " shouted he
in return. Not a moment was to be lost ;
the feaptain had at first snatched up a
blanket, to cover himself with ; but soon *
dropping it, he raised the window, and
out he bounded, sans everything but a
very short under garment, and thus, with
hair almost on end, he dashed on toa full
parade ground. The shouts which hailed
him brought out the whole of the
occupants of the barracks to sce what was
the matter, and the dignified captain
pulled a sergeant in front of him.

“ Why didn't you thpit on it?" in-
quired the lieutenant.

“‘ Because there was no sharpshooters
in front to stop a retreat,” answered the
captain.

‘“ All T've got to thay, then, ith,” said
the lieutenant, *that you might have
done it; for I'll thware there wasn't a
thingle grain of powder in it.”

The will of a rich man of the future
will read : “To the respective attorneys
of my children I give my entire estate
and worldly goods of all descriptions.
Personality to the children and to my be-
loved wife I give all that remaing.”
This instrument will satisfy the family

and save the trouble of proving the old.
man insane.
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PARLIAMENTARY COMMENTS.

Bir Grorar (rex is never weary of ex-
hibiting his utter want of those qualities
that fit men to hold the position of the
leaders of political partics. His age, his
social rnnE, his knowledge of colonial
history, and his experience n the Govern-
ment of the colonies, have had the un-
fortunate result of placing him in a false
position. Emerging from his long retire-
ment at a time when the Opposition to
the then Government was without any
organisation, Sir'Gteorge was immediately
rcooqniucd as the leader upon taking his
scat in the House.  Since that day the
Opposition has been powerless for
material good. It could be obstructive;
it could be argumentative, and it could
be very aonoying to the Ministerial
benches, but it could have been all this,
and perhaps more, withont a leader. It
did nothing to prevent the abolition of
the provinces; it was equally weak in
checking reckless expenditure, and in
secuiing the better administration of the
Eublic works and immigration policy. It
had no rolicy. and as a matter of course
it completely failed to obtain the confi-
dence of the country, Yet, during the
gm three years, the history of this colony

as offered no better period in which a
statesman of Sir George Grey's reputation
could have done more signal service to
the country, or in which a politician could
have had better opportunities of making
a lasting name tor himself. But herein
lies the secret of Sir George's failure—he
is not a politician. He is the antipodes
of Sir Julius Vogel. The Opposition
made this discovery last i and, at

conceded by all impartial persons that,
with some amendment, the Bill would be
a vast improvement on the present Act.
In its provisions the Government have

not been able to please everyone;
and having failed to ' accomplish
this  impossible task, they have

now given some evidence of being
ashamed of their Bill. They have an-
nourced that they are not going to make
it a party question; they are not going
to fight for it, but, the bantling once on
the floor of the House the members may
do what they like with it. This announce-
ment is not very surprising considering
the manner in which the Bil¥w1w brought
into the world. It was born at Auck-
land, and may be considered as the

t ewe lamb of Messrs. Whitaker and

wainson. The latter gentleman no
doubt treasured it as the apple of his eye,
and having fondled his tender offspring
till the proper time had come, it was
taken to Wellington. Introduced to the
wise men —the Ministry — the young
stranger did not make a favorable im-
pression ; it evoked any number of ques-
tions but answered none. Then it leaked
out that the members of the Cabinet were
not as pleasant towards each other as they
might be, and these little differences were
ascribed to Mr. Whitaker's pet.  The
Attorney-Genersl, who had seen next to
nothing of Wellington during the recess,
it was said, returned to Auckland hurri-
edly—so hurriedly that expense was not
regarded—the Hinemoa being taken off
the slip and sent to sea in order to take
the hon. and angry gentletnan back to his
northern home. It is of little or no

one time, Sir George himself cppeared to
have discerned the fact that his presence
at the head of his parly destroyed both
its usefulness and its power. It is said
that he then offered to resign the leader-
ship provided that Mr Whitaker would
take the place, but the position being de-
clined there was nothing left for the Op-
position but {o wait. Twelve months
have since elapsed but the pr t of a
ltrong and watchful party being formed
is as distant as ever. Thecry for a scpa-
rate Government for the twoislands, that
‘was raised last year for the purpose, if
possible, of amalgamating the discontents
of Otago, Canterbury, and Auckland, en-
tirely failed to secure that object. The
very thought of Separation caused the
country at large to still further distrust
both Sir George Grey and Mr Macandrew
for proposing such an unpatriotic
scheme  for party ends. That
scheme, however, was apparently, the
only one that the leaders of the mal-
contents could conceive. It is even re-
ported that Sir George has not yet aban-
dened the idea, and that he will again
waste the time of the House, and irritate
the country, by advocating its adoption.
With such a leader, and with Separation
as its trump card, it is impossible for the
Opposition to secure public confidence.
However much it may be desired to see
a strong and healthy Opposition, it would
be foolish to give any support to the
party that now claims the honor of op-
rosing His Excellency's advisers. This
s the more to be regretted from the
abundance of material in the Houn.o to
form an Opposition worthy of the name ;
nor have the Ministry been wanting in the
furnishing of other material of a nature
te evoke opposition. The policy par
excellence of the Ministry—the comple-
tion of the work begun in the abolition of
provincislism—in its administration, may
well provoke hostility and ecall forth the
enquiry whether the present Government
are capable of carrying out the programme
forced on the country by abolition.

Since having made up their minds to
introduce this session a Native Lands
Bill, the Minigtry have been literally
almost chaffed out of their intention.
The Government had promised to brin%
down such a measure as they hoped
would do away with those abuses—it
we may use the term—which were
believed to be the natural outcome of
the existing Act. A very strong feeling
at all events was entertained throughout
the country that the method of pur-
chasing native lands by the Government
was open to abuse; it was certain that
it was a costly system, and one too
which had not the merit of being success-
ful to compensate for its expensiveness.
T'he Rogan-Wilson enquiry case tended
to make people more suspicious than
ever of the advantages of the Act, and
there was a very general demand for a
change. The Government then promised
to have a measure prepared and to sub-
mit it to Parliament.  This promise bas
been fulfilled, and recognising the im-
portance of the Bill the Government
circulated it before the session com-
menced. Asa matter of course it has
been freely criticised, and rather roughly
handled, but on the whole it must be

t to say that this story of a split
in the Cabinet was denied. It was con-
tradicted semi-officially, as it was bound
to be, but people like to string discon-
nected facts together, and work out a
romance, rather than to place reliance on
unofficial Ministerial contradictions. Not
only on the Native Lands Bill but also
on other proposed GGovernment measures.
Minvisters are not believed to be agreed.
Perhaps Mr. Whitaker's views on the
land question ave of such a fixed character
as not to be easily shaken, and, it may be,
the Native Lands Bill is destined to be
kicked from post to pillar through the
want of a disposition amongst His Excel-
lency’s advisers to give and take.

It will be seen by our Parliamentary in-
telligence that Mr. Stevens, the member
for Christchurch, has moved that the
Charitable Institutions Bill be read that
day six months. It is satisfactory to
think that an effort will be made to con-
sign this proposed measure to the waste-
paper basket. The Bill does not attempt
to deal with the real and existing charit-
able institutions of thé country, it merely
provides that establishments *for the cure
of disease, or for the relief of diseased,
aged, incurable, or destitute, persons, or
for teaching orphans or neglected chil-
dren or young persons and training them
in industrial pursuits, and supported in
w' e or in part by the voluntary contri-
butions of not less than fifty persons,
each of whom shall have paid not less
than one pound per annum or ten pounds
in oue donation, may be incorporated.”
The Wellington Argus on this subject
says, the * existing arrangements for the
maintenance of those charitable institu-
tions which were formerly maintained by
the Provincial Governments are unsatis-
factory in the extreme, and manifestly un-
just, The burden of their support is not
fairly distributed, and very insufficient
provision is made for their proper ad-
ministration. The experience of the past
year has shown all this conclusively, and
yetthe Government Bill before us actually
does not deal at all with the institutidns
which most require attentico.”” We
trust the Ministry will be defeated on a
Bill that attempts to create a class of
institutions in which Government inter-
ference is likely to prove more mis-
chievous than beneficial.

Tne jnformation furnished us by our
special correspondent on Monday, asto the
displacement of Sir Julius Vogel as
Agent-General to make room for the
Honorable Edward William Stafford
turns out to be correct, for we learn
from another correspondent that the
same news had reached the editor of the
Wellington Post, and that his Monday’s
issue contained remarks concerning the
alleged proposed appointment. We con-
fess we have never been great admirers
of the present Agent-General, but we
had hardly expected tha$ those men who
obtained whatever little political reputa-
tion they have, and whose fortunes we
may almost say have been mainly built
with his hands, should have so early
forgot past favors as to take the first
chance to degrade and oust him from a
political office, than for which no man in
the colony is more qualified. Through
the blundering of Sir George Grey and

the Opposition, the Canterbury members
bold in their hands at the present time
the political balance—through their votes
they have the power to oust or keep the
present Ministry in office, and their de-
mands however opposed to a sense of
right or justice, must be agreed to. They
demand Sir Julius Vogel's expulsion from
the  Agent-Generalship, and  Mr.
Stafford’s eppointment to it as one of the
rewards of their support, and the Govern-
ment, apparently must accede. This is
an exhibition of weakness in a Govern-
ment pitiful to behold. Whatever faults
Sir Julius Vogel may have, his most
bitter opponent cannot but give him
credit for being one.of the most able ad-
ministrators ~ these  colonies  have
produced.  Captain Russell, only the
other evening in the Oddfellow's
Hall, told his constituents  that
the Agent-General's capacity for work
was something enormous. Mr Stafford
has held office as Premier in New Zea-
land in three distinet administrations,
twice for five years, and once for a few
weeks only. He has had every oppor-
tunity of exhibiting his administrative
capacities, and no people than those of
Hawke's Bay are better aware how
utterly incapable he proved to get the
colony out of the difficulties he brought
it into when he entered upon a war of
races.  Furthermore, in later years,
through his own action, he has not com-
manded that confidence or respect which
he was wont to do. And yet now
desirous of retiring from political life in
New Zealand, he 1s to be foisted on the
colony as her representative in England
—+to draw his £2,000 per annum, and
become—what has long been one of the
great objects of Mr Stafford’s ambition—
Sir Edward Williama Stafford, with other
initials attached to his honored name.
Tor ourselves, we believe that the office
is not required, and it would be not only
a saving but a blessing if it were
altogether abolished. The Crown Agents
could float loans far moré easily and on
better terms than ever Mr Stafford will
do, and as for the other duties, Mr
Kennaway, the present Agent-general's
Secretary in London, for the same salary
as he at present obtains, could do all the
work. In the meantime, we can only
protest against the manner and mode Mr
Stafford obtains the appointment, and
warn the Government that this proposed
act of theirs will detract from any
popularity they may enjoy, and will
add one more nail to their political
coffin.

Pacliameatary Papers.
REPORT ON NAPIER LUNATIC
ASYLUM.

July 27.

The report of the Lunatic Asvlums of
the colony states that the Napier Lunatic
Asylum, in some respects, is merely an
extension of the Gaol, and is very bare
and comfortless. The patients are too
restricted for exercise, the extent of their
recreation being hopelessly limited to a
little building only suitable for cases
which yield quickly to curative treat-
ment. It is otherwise unfitted for the
proper treatment of cases of insanity.
More lasting cases should be removed
without delay to some other Asylum.
On the 1st January the total number of
lunatics in the colony was 783, and there
was deficient accommodation for 513.
The report recommends local Asylums
instead of a central ome, and also that
resident medical superintendents would
be better than visiting. The Inspector
thinks the amount of private contribu-
tions too small.

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS IN PRO-
VINCIAL DISTRICTS.

The corresponderce moved for by Mr
De Latour 7e the appointment of execu-
tive officers in Provincial Districts, and
laid on the table yesterday, does not
indicate the preliminary negotiations
leading to the appointments, though the
early papers refer to negotiations. The
correspondence is strictly official, and
containg notifications of appointment and
subsequent resignations. No mention is
made of any overtures to Sir G. Grey or
Mr Macandrew. The correspondence
contains letters intimating that full pay-
ment for services is to be made or has
been made to the end of December, 1876.
This point will be brought out in a
motion tabled by Mr Murray. Mr
Reader Wood did not offer his services
after December. Mr Donald Reid's
resignation is not referced to. A carte
bianche is given as to the mode of trans-
ferring offices and functions thereof.
The correspondence is very barren except
an indication at the end that their ser-
vices may again be required.

a certain
writer* “a desire to be equal to your
superiors, and superior to your equals.”

“ Equality means,” says

VON MOLTKE'S MARRIAGE.

When Von Moltke returned to Holstein,
after reorganising the Turkish army, he
found living there with his sister—who
had mnrricg Mr Bute, an Englishman—a
young girl between 15 and 16, a daughter
of Mr Bute's first marriage. The pretty
little girl loved already, before seeing
him, the soldier who had sent from the
Orient such interesting letters to his sister.
As for Von Moltke, he had until then
seen in a woman only a being constantly
interfering with ths methodical life of a
worker. But when a man more than
forty years old is loved by a bewitching
girl of 16, he ends by returning her affec-
tion. From that time there. was but one
woman in the world to him, as there was
but one work. He married sweet Mary
Bute, and when she died in '68 the great
Field Marshall could say that his life asa
social being was also ended; only the
soldier remained. The Countess was
buried in his beautiful park in Silesia,
and on the marble above her is written,
“Love is the fulfilling of the Law.”
Mary Von Moltke was very bright, very
charming, very merry, and it is told as a

athetic truth, that since her death the
"ield Marshall has not been seen to
laugh.—Anon.

‘When clothes are precisely alike and faces
very nearly 8o, mistakes are likely to occur.
On a festive occasion in Melbourne, (writes
Atticus in the Leader) a gentleman, thinking
he saw his friend, a well known auctioneer,
slapped him on the back, and made a jocose
inquiry after his health.  The other turned
round and said, “T think you are mistaken.
I am—" “Oh I beg your Excellency’s
pardon ; I really thoughtyou were Mr G—.”
Half an hour after the same unlucky gentle-
man came, as he thaught, face to face with
his friend, and this time he poked him in
the ribs, “Such a joke, G——,” said be,
I’vo just slapped the Governor on the back,
taking him for you.” And now you've
poked him in the ribs under the same mis-
apprehension,” replied his Excellency. For
fear of further mistakes, the unfortunate
gentleman went home.

One of the best methods of preventing the
inroads of cabbage-grubs is to make each un-
palatable to them. TIn the spring procure
some nowly-burnt lime, and lay it under
cover until it becomes air-slaked. Then take
an equal quantity of soot and mix it with the
lime. In planting, the holes are made with
the trowel in the usual  way ; each plant is
dropped into its hole, an inch or so of the
soil put over the roots, a good watering given
first, then a moderate handful of the soot-
and-lime mixture thrown in each hole, and

“ the remaining soil filled in.

A bit of cotton put into a bird's cage over
night will attract the insects. The cotton
may be removed in the merning and burnt.

Of 130,000 children under five years of
age born in New York, no less a number
than 14,208 died during the year 1876. In
other words, of every 1000 of these young
children 110 died in the course of the twelye-
month,

The Japanese are celebrated for the nu-
merous applications to which they have put
paper and papier-mdciié, but an Englishman
has recently made what may be one of the
most useful of all the newer uses to which
poper has been applied. Captain Warren
has found that common brown paper withs
stands for a long time the action of sea-
water, and prevents the attachment of
barnacles.

Next to Great Britain, France has the
largest traffic through the Suez Canal, but
ot an immense interval. Thus the whole
French tonnage last year was only 236,750
tons, against 226,443 in 1875, and 222,944
in 1874. Holland, with 145,675 tons, holds
the third place; while Italy, with all the
advantages in the Meditterrancan, is but
fourth, with only 82,024 tons. Austria-
Hungary, whose seaboard is restricted,
follows close upon Italy with 76,236 tons.
Spain is sixth, Germany seventh, and Russia
eighth. Greece appears to have practically
renounced the competition, since she sent
not a single ship through the Canal during
the past two years. But Sweden and Nor-
way, though so distant, if taken together,
would about equal Russia,

Vaccine lymph divect from the oalf is
supplied by the Belgian Government to the
medical practitioners ot Belgium. This
lymph is much more powerful in protecting
from small-pox than the enfeebled infantine
lymph now in use. PFDoctor Wyld says it
has this further great advantage, that in its
use their exists no possibility of those con-
stitutional risks 'so well "understood by
medical men, and 5o much dreaded by =
large proportion of our population. ~ Of
course vaccination direct from healthy calves
is advocated, This method has been followed
in Belgium for ten years, with complete
satisfaction to both the public and the pro-
fession, and so perfect would appear to be
the protection afforded thereby against
small-pox that out of ten thousand traced
cases thus vaccinated there has not occurred
a single instance of small-pox.

There was no performance at the Welling-
ton Theatre Royal on Saturday night, owing
‘0 a quarrel having taken place between the

leading actor, Mr. Morton Taveres, and the

lessee, Mr Sam Howard.
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Synopsis of Bills.
FENCING BILL.
Wt Linaron, July 26,

The Fencing Bill is to take efféct from
December 1st.  The Act ia not to apply
to native lands. FormersOrdinances are
ropealed, but prior engagements are
validated. Sufficient fences are defined,

st and rail four feet six inches, paling
ence, four feet, wire fence, four feet with
seyen wires; bank or wall, five feet,
close hedge or line fence, five feet, log
rail, five feet; logs and chocks, combina-
tion of above, four feet, ditch, five feet,
broad with bank 3feet 6Ginches, ditch,
four fect wide, with bank and wires
3feet Ginches ; Natural stream, seven
feet broad at top, with barriers of effective
kind, sheep proof fence, seven wires, and
also a sufficient combination of fences
equal to  wire fences. Adjoining
oceupiers are compelled to make sheep
Broof fences after one month's notice.

itch and bank fences are forbidden in
towns, (iorse hedge prohibited within
one mile of outer limits of towns. Gorge
not to be planted without consent of
neighbors, or abutting on public
roads, or reserves, or Crown lands
without authority. The owners of gorse
fences abutting roads to keep roads clear.
‘Where there is neglect, the Board or
Council may cause tho work to be done
at the owner’s expense after fourteen
daya notice. Boards or Councils having
control of roads and streets, may notify
the occupier or owner to clear gorse and
clear ditch. Each oceupier on both sides
of the road to clear half width. Trim-
ming of hedges not to be thrown on roads.
Where there is a boundary fence of
thorns, the adjoining owner 'is to con-
tribute half tothe maximum extent of 30s
per chain. Where a boundary fence is
erected three years, and white thorn to
be planted, the adjoining owner not to
contribute exceeding fifteen shillings.
Power is given to construct a fence or
road to protect live fence. The adjoin-
ing occupioers to share the cost of first
fences. Runholders in Canterbury and
Sohhland not to be required, to fence.
Within two months on the case of open
land, and six months if bush, if the ad-
Joining owners cannot agree, the notifier
may fence and the owner or occupier
Becomes liable for a share.  If default is
made by one party, the other may fence
and recover. Where the adjoining lands
are Crown Lands, three months after
occupation must pay half cost of fence to
adjoining owners. Compulsory liability
for half cost applies where one party finds
a dividing stream not sufficient, and
erects another fence.  'Where the natural
‘boundary is a river, but not} capable of
resisting trespassing cattle, parties may
agree on the line of fence or in the arbi-
tration. The adjoining oceupiers to kee
dividing fences in repair. Susticcs an
Resident Magistrates may hear evidence
and decide on erecting and maintaining
dividing fences, as to the proper bound-
aries, and description of fence to be main-
tained, and determining time of erection.
The Act is not to disturb agreements be-
tween landlord and tenant, nor apply to
alienated Crown lands. Fences on Crown
lands to be provided with gates or open-
ings. Persons constructing fences can
enter upon contiguous lands. Landlords
may come in and defend proceedings
against a tenant,

SLAUGHTERHOUSE BILL.
July 27.

The BSlaughterhouse Bill contains 37
clauses. The Bill repeals previous en-
actments, except that offences under
them may be prosecuted. Things done
‘by virtue of them are validated. Present
oglceru and bye-laws to continue. Inter-
pretation of clauses : Abattoir to include
any Eublic slaughterhouse or place for
slaughtering cattle provided by the Go-
vernor or Superintendent; slaughter-
house to include private slaughterhouses
or places in respect of which licenses
have been issued for slaughtering cattle ;
public notice to mean insertion in one or
more newspapers in the place. No
slaughtering to be committed within two
miles of any Borough, unless it was in
uge during six consccutive months before
the coming into operation of this Act.
No prior existing slaughterhouse te be
enlarged. The Council of a corporate
district may establish a slaughterhouse
outside its own limits. Expenses to be
maintained out of the corporate funds.
Councils may receive rents, and let tolls
not exceeding three years. Power is
given to ercct abattoirs. Tolls are
not not to be demanded until the
abattoir is completed. ‘T'he Council not
rotected from information for nuisance.
"enalty for slaughtering within two
miles of a Borough elsewhere than
abattoir not exceeding ten pounds. The
Council may make and amend by-lawa.
County Councils may license private

l

slaughter-houses. By-laws to have the
sume effect as County by-laws. Penalty
for slaughtering in unlicensed place not
to exceed ten pounds. Where a slaughter
houee within two miles of any Borough
has been in use six months consecutively
before the coming into operation of this
Act, the owners shall apply to the
Borough Council for license; if the
slaughter-house be within any County,
application for a license to be made to
the County Council. The Council, if
satisfied, may issu¢ a license with cor-
porate seal. Ticenses may be for one
class of cattle only. Notices of appli-
cation of licenses to keep slaughter-house
to be published, Licenses subject to im-
mediate cancellation for breaches of this
Act. Inspector of Abattoirsand slaughter-
houtes to be appointed.  Inspector may
examine cattle to be slaughtered, to enter
description, color, marks, brands, sex,
&e., in a book, and shall produce such
book at the quarterly or annual meeting
of a bench of Magistrates. Notice of in-

tention to slaughter  to be
given to  the Inspector under
a penalty of five pounds. The

keeper of abattoir or slaughterhouse to
keep record of cattle sluughtered, to re-
port weekly to the nearest Resident
Magistrate's Court, and also to the In-
spector. The penalty for neglect of false
cntrg not to exceed twenty pounds.
Nothing in the Act is to extend to any
person not being a butcher.  Slaoghter-
man slaughtering upon their own resi-
dence, run, or farm, but where he slaugh-
ters more than one head in a week and
sells part of the same shall keep a record
in a book. The penalty for neglect not
to exceed twenty pounds. The Inspector
or Justices may demand the skins of
cattle slaughtered. No person to destroy
brands on any skin, or to bave the skin
in his possession from which the brand is
cut under a penalty not exceeding twenty
pounds.  Farmers are liable to a similar
genn]ty for purchasing hides with defaced

rands. he penalty for having car-
cases of cattle not accounted for im-
griaonment not exceeding six months.

ustices may enter premises on suspicion
of stolen cattle slaughtered at any time in

the day or night. ~ The penalty for ob-
structing such search not to exceed
twenty pounds. The Inspector ma

charge a half-penny for inspecting eac
ram, ewe, wether, and lamb, and three-
pence for every head slaughtered. Fines
and penalties to be recovered in a sum-
mary way.  Licenses forfeited for breach
of t{c bye-laws. Convictions not to be
quashed for want of forms.

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES' BILL,

This Bill, which is now cireulated, is
almost a copy of the Bill introduced into
the Assembly last session, and condemned
throughout the colony. All or nearly
all the objectionable features are retained
The following short synopsis will give
your readers an inkling of its contents:—
It comes into operation on the first of
January next. The class of Societies
dealt with are those for the relief of
relatives not over the age of fifty ; insur-
ance money at birth or death; funeral
money ; relief of members on travel ; en-
dowment of members or nominees of
members ; insurance against fire; Societies
for cattle insurance ; benevolent, Work-
ing Men's Clubs ; and epecial authorised
Societies. . The Act provides for regis-
tration, revising barristers, a register
to construct tables for payment of sums
of money at the death, sickness, or old
age, or other contingency, but the
adoption of such tables by a Society are
optional. The Society must consist of
seven persons at least. Branch Societies
may be registered as Societies provided
the annuity table is certfied to by an
actuary. Societics are to make quin-
quenial returns and valuations. Societies
may by special resolution convert itself
into a Joint Stock Company.  Militia-
men and Volunteers, are not to lose
benefits. The remainder of the Act
generally consolidates the previous laws
and provides for a system of Government
audit,

It is pleasant to shake hands with a
girl whose fingers are covered with diam-
onds, for you feel that you have a fortune
within your very grasp.

A contemporary tells young ladies how
to arrange their hairin a fashionable style.
“ Let it all down,” it says, *“ and comb it
out, Then go up oa the roof, and stand
still while the wind plays (whatever is
appropriate) with it. Then catch up the
back with a bow of ribbon, and allow the
front to stay as it is.” .

“ Make your home happy,” said a club

man to a friend, “even if to do so you
have to stay away from it, as I do.”
“ You have only yourself to please," said
a married man to a bachelor. * True,”
replied he ; “but you cannot tell what
a difficult task I find it.”

WA ROQAY0.0iU: N« X
REGISTRATION OF DOGS.
FEE FIVE SHILLINGS.

OTICE is hereby given that the FEES
for Registering Dogs in the above
County can be paid to
Sergeant HAWKE, Te Kapu.
Constable RYAN, Wairoa.
Or to the undersigned,
HERBERT J. WILLIAMS,
County Clerk.
County Clerk’s Office,
‘Wairoa, 5th'July, 1877

FOR SALE,
‘WO Substantially-built Four-roomed
Houses with Pantry and Cellar to
each, situated in Napier Terrace ; thirty-
five years lease.

The above can be had either separately
or together, and are well suited to a man of
small family.

For terms, which are very moderate,

apply to \
» BANNER & LIDDLE,
Commission Agents, &c.
Napier,

FOR SALE,
Just arrived, per “Taupo,” direct from
Canterbury,
1 CASES PRIME PORT COOPER
CHEESE.
BANNER & L1DDLE.,

o 8.

NEW ZEALAND RAILWAYS.
NAPIER—TAKAPAU.

TIME TABLE.
DOWN.
WEEK DAYS. SUN-
DAYS,
AM* AMS AM. P.M. P.M,
Spit, depart .. s 740 110 8.40
Napi nrrive's. . 7.60 1110 3.60
OPICNY dopart., 645 746 11.30 4.0 2.30
Farndon depart 710 820 1156 436 256
p.m.
Haatings, depart 786 845 12,20 5.0
Pak Paki §arrive — 05  — 618 —
i rvepimr. 7.60 913 — 620 —
arrive  8.82. — - s Lo
To Aute, {&lopﬂrt 8,95 005 — a8 i,
Kaikora, depart. 9156 1036 — 645 —
Waipawa, depart 9.056 10,66 ~— 7.5 -
Waipuku- { arrive 056 11.16 — 726 —
rau depart 10,0 1130 — —
p.m,
Takapau, arrive 10.60 12,20 — — —_

* On Monday and Thursday only.
t On Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday.

UP.
WEEK DAYS SUS-
DAYS,
AL, AM. P.M, P.M, PM
Takapan, depart — -— —_ 220 —
Waipukurau, dep, — 7.10 _— 315 —
Waipawa, depart  — 780 — 835 —
Kaikora, depart — ;6{) —_— 8.06 —
arrive  — 8 — - e
s e s
arrive — 9. = . -
POKLEAKL| dsvase @ ionnuic S L hpng 050
Hastings, depart — 932 1.0 642  6.20
Farndon, d‘c_r)nrt — 967 125 6.7 5.45
Napi arrive - 10,22 1.0 6.32 6,10
APICK) dopart  7.20 1026 8.0 — -
8pit, arrive 7.30 10.85 8.1

055 o —
* Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday only

Passengers are requested not to enter or
leave the carriages while in motion.

Season Tickets issued to and from all
Stations. Apply to the Manager.

To ensure despatch, Parcels should be
booked fifteen minutes before the starting
of the Train y

W. J. MILLER,
General Manager,
Napier, March 8, 1877.

AMSON FENCE WIRE.—This is an
entirely new urticle, andis fast super-
seding the old style. Five Wires weigh
Ten cwt. per mile, and costs in Melbourne
£12 108, versus Seventeen cwt. ordinary
wire costing £14 10s, (the relative cost
will be the same at the principal ports of
Australasia) with the advantage of having
Seven cwt. less to pay carriage for. Over
1,000 TONS sold by one firm last year,
giving unbounded satisfaction, Send for
full descriptive circular with innnmerable
testimonlals from leading colonists, and
judge for yourselves. M‘LEAN BROS.,
and RIGG, Importers, and General lron-
mongers, Melbourne.

GORDON AND GOTCH
121 HoLpsorN HiLr, LoNDON ;
and at
SYDNEY AND MELBOURNE.

DVERTISEMENTS inserted in Eng

lish, Continental, and Americax
Newspapers.  Newspapers, Periodicals,
Magazines, Books, and Stationery supplied
with accuracy and punctuality, and at the
lowest prices.

Proprietors of Newspapers furnished
with Paper, Ink, and every requisite con-
nected with the printing business,

Indents through the Sydney and Mel-
bourne houses, and Commissions executed
quickly and economically generally

THE GREATEST

WONDER oOF MODERN TIMES |

Prrsons suffering from weak or debilitated constitutions

will discover that by the use of this wonderful medicine

there is *‘ Health for all.” The blood is the fountain of

lli,ftl!(sqnd its purity can be maintained by the use of these
s,

Sir SAMUEL BAKER,

in his work entitled *“ The Nile Tributaries in Abyssinia,”
says, ““I ordered the dragoman Mahomet to inform

s {-‘nkcy that T was a_Doctor, and that I had the best
*“medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis.
““In a short time I had manr applicants, to whom I
*“ served out a quantity of Holloway's Pills. ese are
# most uscful to an explorer, as possessing unmistakable
¢ purgative propertics they create an undeniable effect
“upon the patient, which satisfies him of their value,”

SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN!
HOLLOWAY'S OINTMENT

Is a certain remedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and
ulcerations of all kinds. It acts miraculously m.hgalal;s
ulcerations, curing skin discases, and in arresting
subduing all inflammations;
Mgz. J. T. COOPER,

in his account of his extraordinary travels in Chins,
Published in 187x, says—‘‘I had with me a quantity
“ of Holloway's Ointment. T gave some to the people,
“and nothing could exceed their gratitude ; and, in con-
\ sequence, milk, fowls, butter, and horse-feed poured
““in upon us, until at last a tea-spoonful of Ointment
* was worth a fowl and nn?‘r quantity of peas, and the
¢ demand became so great that I was obliged to lock up
* the small remaining stock.”

Sold by all
out the World

On the Label is the address, 533, Oxford-
strect, London, where alone they are manu-
factured.

3 BEWARE OF ALL COMPOUNDS STYLED
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS axp OINTMENT
With a * New York” Label.

H

Chemists and Medicine Vendors through=

% sy :
PETEULDY
SlEes ¥ s
LR H
:.“:f}:: §§§\:g§ 3
Sei A E 3
shy St iasii

IR NN
PR ES £
g !k_g AR A ]
Syhinriiing
.;&‘Et.; N¥L§ Eg\
MR R B k]
E’:{K\U:\.Z\&qgns
3K
l&n
‘55:
%)
¢ THE
WEEKLY MERCURY
AND

Hawke’s Bay Advertiser

—_— '
TERMS OF ADVERTISING AS PER SOALE.

Standing Advertisements for Three, Six
or Twelve Months can be arranged for at
a Liberal Discount.

Notice to discontinue advertisements (un-
less where number of insertions is men-
tioned on* original order) must be for
warded, in writing, addressed to th-~
Manager.

LIST OF AGENTS
r | CoLLenee & Crarg, Hastings-st
| W. Dexnonm, Port Ahuriri
Meaxee—J. C. Srerpy,
TARADALE—J, BARRY.
Crive—J. Brok.,
Hastines—R, SOMERVILLE
HaveLock—S. Stonz
Kaikora—J. NicuoLsoN
E. Binny.
Duncax & Co.
Warrvkurav—Messrs. Saarn & Co,
Warroa—1', PArkeR

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION
£

Narie

Wareawa

s do
Per Quarter, if paid in advance — 0 6 6
Per Quarter, if booked — — — 0 7 6
Per Annum, if paid in advance — 1 6 ©
Per Annum, if booked— — — 110 ©

Printed and published by Epwarp HENDER~
80N GRiGa, jfor the. Proprietors, at the
Mercury Office, Tennyson-strect, Napier,
Hawke's Bay, Nem Zealand.

SATURDAY, AuGusT 4, 1877,



