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FNDF‘B@ are invited for the PUR-
CHASE of the A.8.P. Co.’s Steamers
«SOUTHERN CROSS,”
“PRETTY JANE,”

AND
“8TAR OF THE SOUTH,"”

To be sent in any time on or before Septem-
ber 1st, 1877, addressed to the Dircctors
ASP. (,ompunv
. Tenders will be received for the Steamers
as one lot or separately.

Every information will be given by the
Manager on appllcnu

WILLIAM LODDER,

Manager and Engineer A.S.P. Co,

AR

WAIPAWA COUNTY COUNCIL.

OTICE is hercby given that the tem-
porary office of the Waipawa County

Conncil i at the Ceurt House,
Waipawa ; and that the days on which
it will be open for transaction of business

will be on MONDAYS, WEDNESDAYS,
and FRIDAYS.

It is further notified for public informa-
tion that the office hours are froem 10 a.m.
till 4 p.m., on the days above specified.

A, W. RAMSAY DAVIDSON,
Clerk Waipawa County Council,
Whaipawe, May 14, 1877,

PROPERTIES FOR SALE.
ACRES Freehold, Agri-
caltural and Pastoral,

9’ O O ?
Seaboard, with

14,000 acres Leasehold, valuable improve-
ments, and
18,000 Sheep, few Cattle, Horses, &c.
3,920 acres Freehold, rich pastoral land,
Wairoa, with
800 Sheep, and 100 head Cattle
900 acres Freehold Agricultural and
Pastoral Land, Wairoa
4,677 acres Freehold Agricultural and
Pastoral Land, Wairoa, with
8,000 Sheep, and other necessary work-

|%lmprovements
25,000 acree Leasehold, Poverty Bay, and
112 ,, Freehold, close to town, with
20,000 Sheep, and improvements
. 4,200 acres Frechold Agricultural and
b, § Pastoral Land, Poverty Bay
H 000 acres Lenschold Pastoral, Poverty
Bay, with
¥ 5000 Sheep and few Cattle
" 1,600 acres Leasehold, half
FPoverty Bay
28,750 acres, Poverty Bay, situate about 20
miles from Tologa Bay, title under
Native Lands Court
1657 acres rich Pastoral Land, good title,
Poverty Bay
1385 acres nch Pastoral Land, good title,
Poverty Bay
8,800 acres Leaseho\d excellent country,
Tologa Bay, with
3,000 Sheep and good improvemeuts
3,000 acres Freehold, Southern Seaboard,
improved
1,220 acres Freehold, Southern Seaboard,

interest,

improved
400 ncres Freehold, Southern Seaboard,
improved
1,200 acres Freehold, Rich Pastoral Lund
improved, Opotiki

225 acres Freehold, excellent Land,
Omaranui, with
1,600 Sheep,
30 head Came, and a few Horses, with
improvements

M. R. MILLER,
Stock and Station Agent.

SALE,
HE through-
bred Entire
“Bramr ATHoL,”
Chestnut, rising
5 years, by Ra-
. Yensworth, dam
. * Moss Rose.
For pedigree and Lerms, apply to
M. R. MILLER.

FOR

FOR SALE,
R. EVAN’S Draught Stallion “ LORD
NELSON,” by “ Sir Colinj Camp-
bell, ” dam ** Blossom, " ete,
Liberal terms.
For furiher particulars apply to
M. R. MILLER.

M. R. MILLER,
STOCK AND STATION AGENT
HAS FOR SALE,

HEEP STATIONS
of various exteut, and
FREEHOLD PROPERTIES,
Stocked and Unstocked, in the Provinces
of Auckland, Hawke's Bay, Wellington,

Oanterbury, and Otago.
For particulars, apply at the office,
Browning-street, Napier.

RAMS

FOR

INCOLN
v

SALE.

Lincoln-Leicester

.. Leicester

5 Qotswold
Merinoes,

All First-class Flocks.

STORE SHEEP.—Various TLots ot
Btore Merinos KEwes and Wedders for
Sale.

105, BB N RECEIVED

A ¢
LARGE ASSORTMENT

OF THE

EW ESLEYAN
N W

HYMNALS.

ALL PRICESB.

AT
COLLEDGE & CRAIG.

R Dl TeE Y RECEIYVE D

Vil e i Wee 8
OF THE .
PBE4UIIFUL U QOBNERY

OoF

ROTOMAHANA

WITH ITS
HOT SPRINGS,
TERRACES,
AND GEYSERS.
Price 2s ﬁd/ﬁi'm .
COLLEDGE & 'CRAIG,
HASTINGS-STREET,

UNION STEAM SHIP COMPANY
OF NEW ZEALAND (LxMiTED)

EAST COAST SERVICE.
AUGUST, 1877
DI ORTHWARDS.

Fot Poverty Bny, ’l‘aurnugn and Auckland :

Wanaka, 8.8,
Taupo, s.8..
Taranaki, s,s.

Thursday, August 2
Saturday, August 18
Thursday, August 20

For Auckland and Sydney :
Rotorua, s.s, Sunday, July 29
Rotorua, s.s. Sunday, August 26

SOUTHWARDS.

For Wellington and Southern Ports.:
Taupo, §.8.... Saturuay, July 28
Wanaka, s.s. Saturday, August 1T
Roto~ua, s.s. Thursday, August 16
Taupo, 8.8 Monday, August 27
Taranaki, s.s. . Saturday, September 8

Passengers receive Free Pass for Steam
Launch, at the Agents’ office.
KINROSS & CO-,
Agents,

E. PRICE & CO.,
(LATE OAMPBELL & CO.)

HAWKE’'S BAY HOUSE.

WE HAVE OPENED OUR
oF
]’ ADIES’ axp
4

SITRRGA W EEATT S

For the Spring, in 201 different shapes.

SAMPLES

HILDREN’S

Also, Pattern Cards of 2 cases
FRENCH CAMBRICS. -
The style of these goods is exceedingly
elegant.
The firm have very great pleasure in
inviting ladies to seleet from the first show
for the coming season.

E BRBRICE & 00,
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THE WEEKLY MERCURY.

DIRECT TELEGRAM
FROM EUROPE,

LONDON., -
August 1.

A great Turkish victory is announced,

Osman Pasha, with his whole avail-
able force, gave battle to the Russians at
Nicopolis. A severe engagement ensued,
lasting two days.

The Russians were defeated with a
total loss of 8,000 killed, and 16,000
wounded.

IMPORTANT WAR NEWS.
(AGENT-GENERAL S MESSAGIE)
LONDON.

August 2.

The Turks repulsed the Russians at
Plevna with great slaughter.

Osman Pasha, the new Commander-in-
Chief, and Mehemet Ali are trying to
effect a junctio]n. #

reat battle is hourly expected near
Tlﬁ:gvn. i

The Russians are making great efforts,
as a further defeat wonltf gestroy com-
munication with the army south of the
Balkans, and the force (Kere would be
probably destroyed and the campaign
concluded against Russia.

" CABLEGRADM.

{Revzer's Srecian 1o Press Aarncy.]

SINGAPORE.
August 2.
Sir Stafford Northcote, replying to a
question, said that a special vote for the
despatch of troops was not required, and
it wag needless to explain the intentions
of the Gtovernment before prorogation.

August 3.
After de

rate fighting for two days
at Plevna, the Russians were completely
defeated ; 8000 Russians were killed and
24,000 wounded.
Austria is partially mobilising
August 6, 9.32,

The Russian position at Tirnova is
seriously menaced.

Sulieman Pasha has recaptured Eske
Saghra,

Russian reinforcements are hurrying
across the Danube, and are making
strenuous offorts to retrieve the Plevma
disaster.

Sulieman Pasha is actively pressing on
the Russians.

Mechemed Pasha is operating near
Rasgrad.

The Turks are advancing from Osmin
Bazar to Plevna to join Osman Pasha.

Melikoff has been reinforced.

A battle is now raging.

BOMBAY.
August 2,

After 24 hours, continuous sitting, the
Africa Bill passed through committee in
the House of Commons.

The Rassians have been reinforced,
and are advancing from Ardshan; the
advance guard is near Pennek.

The defeat of the Russians at Plevna is
admitted.

The Turkish forces are acting on the
defensive ; their loss is relatively small.

August 6.
The following is the result of the Good-
wood Handicap:—

Hampton 1

Blkylark 2/

Charon 3
SYDNEY.

August 3.

The Treasurer has given notice of
motion for Thursday in the Assembly,
that, as the contractors of the Pacific
mail service are unable to carry out the
forked service, the IHouse approved of
the modification proposed by the late
Ministry. "

A vote of censure has been carried
againgt ‘the Tasmanian Ministry, who
have resigned.

: August 4.

The Government were defeated last
night. The House has adjourned for
Ministers to consider the position.

The Herald's special from Plevna says
the Russiang attucked and carried the
first and second lines of the Turkish posi-
tion, but were subsequently driven back
by a deadly fire from the Turkish in-
fantry. The Turks then advanced and
recaptured all the positions, slaughtering
enormous numbers of Russians. The
Russian forces consisted of five divisions
of infantry, three brigades of cavalry,
and 160 guns. i gid

I'he defeat imperils the Russian posi-
tion at Tirnova, and on the south of the
Balkans.

The Russians encountered a force

under Sulieman Bey and Redif at Hske
Soghra on Tuesday, and were repulsed,
losing several guns.

INTERPROVINCIAL.

AUCKLAND.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

: August 3.

An English gentleman, who is doing
the tour of the Australian Colonies, was
put to considerable inconvenience by the
Rotorua failing to communicate with
Napier on her way up the coast. IHe
arrived from Sydney a few weeks ago,
and took passage in the Rotorua for the
South, intending to make a flying visit to
the principal cities in the Colony. He
stopped at Napier first, and left his wife
and family there, intending to call for
them on the return of the steamer, and
arrive back here in time to catch the
Zealandia, by which he wished to leave
on her return trip. His dismay on find-
ing that the steamer could not be tendered
from the shore when she arrived off
Napier may be more easily imagined than
deseribed, and he is compelled to remain
another month in the colony.

DUNEDIN.
[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.]

August 4.

Two thousand people are expected to
take part in the trade demonstration to-
day. The following resolutions will be
{:roposed :— (1) That the system adopted

y the Govern:mnent, of importing manu-
factured materials required for public
‘Works, is not onl{Iinjurious to a number
of artieans idle in New Zealand at present
but detrimental to the interests of the
country at large. (2) That it is the duty
of the Government to do all in its power
to keep capital in the colony, and that
the system at present carried out of im-
porting that which can be manufactured
here 18 not the means by which that
desirable object can be attained, but a
policy more likely to impoverish than
enrich the colong. (3) That New Zea-
land can probably manufacture rolling
stock and bridge materials required for
the public service.

Dixon is the captain of our footballers.

W. D. Meares, Secretary of the Vie-
toria Insurance Company, has been ap-
pointed Gleneral Manager of the New
Union Insurance Company.

August 6.

The United Trades Demonstration
turned out a great success, anud passed off
creditably. 'I'he procession was over a
mile long, and almost 3000 persons were
present. T'he Mayor presided. Several
excellent speeches were made, and the
resolutions [ telegraphed were carried.

August 7.

Both Times and Star speak approvingly
of Saturday's demonstration. The for-
mer cordially supports the resolutions
because, as it says, “ we firmly believe the
protection given to industries by this
colony by 16,000 miles of water carriage
is and alway must be amply sufficient
without any further protection, that we
can so completely agree with the pro-
posals to give a preference to native in-
dustry wherever it is possible is clearly
the business of the Government. By
possible we mean whatever locally manu-
factured goods can be manufactured and
sold to the public at an equal or lower
rate than that at which they can be im-
ported from home. We mean all this,
and not one little bit more. If our
foundries and so forth cannot contend to
advantage with those of Birmingham,
having at their back the enormous ad-
vantage of position, then the sooner they
are alf shut up the better. They can
and will contend with foundries at
home, and any Government which did
not give a distinct preference to work
turned out in the colony weuld be
neglecting its duty to an extent which
ought to imperil its existence.”

The Star points out the distinction
between giving a bonus and protection.
The former is not only allowable, but
would be highly advantageous, and all
natural works should be manufactured
here, even if at a slight increase on home
prices.  The latter denies it is asserted
that no skilled mechanics or artisans
came out except under misrepresentations,
and says:—* It is quite possible and
very probable some of the sub-agents
exceeded or misunderstood their instruc-
tions, and to make up the number
stretched the point in filling up deserip-
tions in the contraet tickets of intending
immigrants, By that many free passages
were obtained by the misrepresentations
of the emigrants themselves, a fact which
cannot be gainsayed, and certificates were
found so unreliable that an angry cor-
respondence upon the subject iook place
between Sir J. Vogel and the late Agent-
(teneral, especially in the cases of certain

insane and chronically diseased persons,
who held first-class certificates of health,
not to mention the well known affair of
the Asia and other vessels, where the
immigrants held certificates equally satis-
factory as to character, and were describ-
ed generally as domestic servants, milk-
maids, &c.  We are no defenders of the
maladministration at home or abroad, but
we cannot admit that the immigration
policy is responsible for the depression of
particular industries, with which all
ordinary care has been taken in no way
to interfere.”

WAIROA.
[ FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. |
August 7.
The Manaia left at noon for Napier
with a favorable wind.
The weather is splendid.
A A

(PRESS AGENCY.)

DUNEDIN.
August 3.

Messrs. Reeves and Roberts have been
appointed a deputation to wait on the
Government 7e railvays.

The Customs revenue last month
amounted to £31,390, the amount for the
corresponding month last year: being
£28,845.

One hundred and thirty-two ap[{{lica-
tions have been received for work at
Ralclutha. The men who have gone
out complain that they cannot get work
or credit from the storekeepers.

The Government has reduced the
oods tariff on the Dunedin and Port
halmers railway line, the general

manager having received instructions
authorising him to carry ships goods from
Port Chalmers to Dunedin as class C,
which makes the rate 5s 2d per ton.
This order places the rates lower than
they were before. The recent alteration
of the new tariff will, it is considered
place the Otago railway lines on a very
satisfactory footing.

A large number of shares in excess of
the limit fixed by the provisional direct-
ors for registering the company have
been applied forin Guthrie and Larnach’s
Timber and Woodware Iactories Com-
pany (Limited), so that, therefore, it has
been successfully floated.

Market quotations :—Wheat prime, 7s
9d ; inferior do., 58 6d to 7s; oats, 35 3d
to 3s 7d ; barley, 2s 9d to 4s 6d.

Mr Bradshaw reports Bank of New
Zealand shares, £22 5s; National, £3
11s; Colonial, £22¢; National Insurance,
£1 2s 6d ; South British, £5; New Zea-
land, £5; Mosgiel Woollen Company,
£3 5.

Highty thousand shares have been ap-
[C)lictl for in Otago in the Union Insurance

ompany.

CHRISTCHURCH.
August 3.

The following entries were received
by' the Jockey Club on Wednesday
night :—

Canterbury Cup:—Walter's Venus and
Transit, Ray’s Mirielle, Reeves’ Chancel-
lor, Walker's Le [Loup, Stephenson’s
Sapphira, and Satirist, Farmer's Ariel,
Mallock’s Tell Tale, Watersprite, and
Tres Deuce, Saunder's Marquis of Nor-
manby, Hill's Undine, Webb's Trump
Card, and Jangler, Delamain's Temple-
ton, Parthenopoius, and Oberon, ()’Brien’s
Mufti, Traducer, Flat| Iron, Lima, and
Flying T'ish, Redwood's Guy Fawkes,
Puriri, Waite, Mata, and Puriki.

Canterbury Jockey Club Handicap :—
Walter's Venus and 'I'ransit, Ray's Muri-
alle, Danebury, and Middleton, Lennard’s
Jide-a-wee, Walker's Le Loup, Stephen-~
son's Rob Roy, and Satirist, Hayward’s
Oneida, Goodman's Rose of Denmark
(late Spray), Farmer’'s Ariel and Long-
lands, Mallock's Foul Play, Tell Tale,
and Watersprite, Powell's Maroro, Saun-
der’s Marquis of Normanby, Hill's Un-
dine, Webb's Trump Card and Jangler,
Delamain’s Templeton, Parthenapoius,
Oberon, and Pungawerewere,j Noswor-
thy's T'raitor and Fallacy, Money’s Mari-
tana, Lunn's Guy Monuro, O'Brien’s
Zantippe, Rowe's Opawa, Redwood’s Guy
Mawkes, Puriri, Waita, Mata, Puriki, and
Chokebore, Fraser's Bribery and Equa-
tion.

At a meeting of journeymen hoot-
makers on Wednesday night, it was re-
solved to form a trade union to resist the
reduction in wages.

Angust 4.

The entry of Logan's Cloth of Gold for
the Canterbury Jockey Club Handicap,
which, by an alleged oversight on the
part of the Telegraph Department, did
not reach’ Chfistchurch in time, has been
accepted by the Jockey Club

August 7.

The railway receipts for June was
£22,309, being £7,200 less than for
April.

Mr Jas. Smith, for many yeirs chief
clerk of Cobb and Co's office, was found
in the river this morning. He it sup-
posed to have committed suicide.

At a meeting of the Operative Boot-
makers Union it was announced that the
hands employed at Toomer’s large factory
had signified their intention of joining,
but subsequently finding that Toomer
and Sons disapproved of it they with-
drew.  This action was warmly criticised
and condemned by the meeting. A pro-
posal was made to break up the Union,
but it was negatived by 22 to 6. It was
resolved to take measures to induce the
bootmakers from elsewhere not to come
to Christchurch for work.

Another meeting of unemployed was
held yesterday at which there was alarge
attendance. Several men spoke in strong
terms against the policy of the Govern-
ment in bringing so many immigrants
into the country, and a petition was drawn
up requesting the Government either to
find employment for men, or send them
where they could obtain it. Over 200
signed the petition at the meeting, and
the City is to be canvassed for further
sigx&aturcs. Another meeting will be held
to-day. ¥

At a meeting of licensed victuallers,
held to consider Mr Fox's Local Option
Bill, as affecting public houses, the Bill
was entirely condemned.

LYTTELTON.
August 4.

The ketch Quiver was run down by the-
Taranaki ofl Pigeon Bay last evening.
The crew, consisting of the master and
one man, were saved. They got aboard
the steamer, and were landed at the Pilot
Station. There was hardly any wind,
and the weather was not thick at the
time. The ketch went down five minutes-
after being struck.

HOKITIEKA.
August 4.

A fire occured this morning in a house
in Revel-street belonging to a blacksmith
named Andrews. The mother and two
children were severely burned, and one
child has since died in the hospital from
the effects of the burning. The house
was completely destroyed. No insurance.

August 5.

The second boy of the Andrews family,
burned at the fire yesterday, has died.
The family, consisting of five children,
were, with both their parents, all sleeping
in one room, and they all were more or
less burned ; the mother is not yet out of -
danger. The two boys, who were burned
to death, were aged seven and five res-
pectively. The girls saved were aged 10
and 3, and there was an infant of four
months. Every stitch of clothing was
burned off all the seven. A delay was
occasioned in opening the door by the
handle being og, and that caused the dis-
aster. The oldest girl had the presence
of mind to get under the bed with her
sister, and thus escaped the flames for a
few minutes.

GREYMOUTH.
August 6.
The Coal Company reached the sixteen
feet seam in their shaft on Saturday night.
The coal is hard, and of excellent quality.

WELLINGTON.
August 6.

John Conway, writing to a member of
the New Zealand Times staff respecting
the contemplated visit of the Australian
team to New Zealand, says :—* You may
calculate we shall be in New Zealand, if
negotiations end successfully, early in
January. The Australian team will,
you may rest assured, make heaps of
friends in your colony by their good
behavior and good ericket playing. The
matter is all in shape now, and nothing
remains but to get leave of absence for
three months, and for three of the team
for twelve months. T expeet articles will
be signed in the course of a week and
then I will send you the names of the
full team. The twelve, you may state,
will be chosen from the following :—
Bannerman, Blackham, D. Gregory,
Allan, N. Thomson, Kendall Horan,
Murdock, Kelly, Spofforth,” Campbell,
and G. H. Bailey (Tasmania). You can
imagine what a team can be selected
from the above.” It has not yet been
decided whether the start will be made
from Sydney or Melbourne.

The ship Endymion arrived this even-
ing from London, after a passage of 96
days from port to port. She brings a
number of cabin and steerage passengers,
but no immigrants. She has a full cargo
of general merchandise.

. Avzust 7.
The polling for the Te Aro reclama-
tion resulted in 559 votes for, and 70
against. Only three people in the Te
Aro Ward voted against it.

Sailed—Stormbird, for Na;ler at
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2.30 p.m. Passengers: Mr Parke and
three in the steerage.

AUCKLAND.
August 6,

The mecting of the unemployed was
largely attended. It passed resolutions
urging an appeal to the Government,
through the Mayor, to open up railway
works on the socond section of the Kai-

ara line on the Auckland station by day
abor, or if eontracted for to prohibit con-
tractera from sub.letting the work a sys-
tem which led to great evils; also, asking
theCity and Harbor authorities to push
on the work.

'l‘he‘achooner Jessie Henderson, for-
merly in the Dunedin trade, was lost at
Ramsay Islund, on the South Seas, on the
14th July. The ship was 12 miles from
land, and going at 8 knots in a steady
breeze, when she struck a reef not marked
on the chart. Every device to get her
off was tried, but without effect. © The
water came in rapidly from a hole !for-
ward, and the vessel suddenly settled
down about an hour after striking. I'be
captain and crew barely had time to get
over the side into a boat. The chrono-
meter was the only jthing saved, men not
even getting their boots.  The boat
pulled to the island. The crew after-
wards reached Levuka, wherean inquiry
wad held. The Board acquitted Captain
Urquhart of all blame. She was in-
sured for £1500 in the New Zealand
Office.

Latest Political Nows.

WELLINGTON.
August 3.

In consequence of the attitude of the
Otago party, Ministers have receded from
their determination to dismiss Sir Julius
Vogel and substitute Mr. Stafford.

robably Sir W. Fitzherbert will bein-
duced to resign the Speakership, and lead
a compact 0‘pposition.

A Select Committee of the Lords will
decide the fate of Wilson's petition. The
petition in the Lower House will be re-
mitted to them.

Mr. Rees gave noticé of motion for the
return of all land conveyances in fee
simple from native owners that had been
agsented to by the Governor during the
last three years.

Myr. I"arnall has published a pamphlet
in which he sets out a claim for £2000.

The Hon. Mr. M‘Lean endeavored to
snub Mr. Hamlin, who moved a motion
for returns re Hinemoa. He said the in-
formation would be included in another
return to be laid on the table.

Yesterday, on Mr. Wakefield's motion
asking what fees had been levied by the
Surveyor-General without the authority
of the law, one member said if the prin-
ciple of levying unauthorised fees was
once granted, they might have clerks and
understrappers charging tips of 10s for
admitting the public to interview the
Native Minister, or £1 to see the Pre-
mier, (Great laughter,)

The charitable ?mtitutionu Bill dis-
cussion was postponed at the request of
the Borough Conference until 'I‘uesday,

The Conference will consider the
Slavghter-house Bill,

The Government will be asked
whether they will make the Wative
Lande Bill a {ﬁnisterinl question.

August 4,

The Native Committee has agreed to
report on -Karaitiana's petition. It is
understood they will deprecate the per-
sonal reference in it.

Angust 6.

There is a flutter amongst Ministerial
Volscians. MrWoolcock woke up on Satur-
day morning and found himself famous.
When noses were counted it was found
that the majority of the House was in
fovor of Mr Woolcock's motion for a
change in the ineidence of taxation, On
Friday ni{ t, after the adjournment at
10 o'clock, Ministers scented danger.
When the Iouse resumed, the Premier
endeavoured adroitly to shift to another
jssue by debating Mr Rees's resolutions
ag & Ministerial question. The Opposi-
tion leaders saw the move, and thwarted
it by putting Mr Thomson up to speak
on Mr Woolcock's question,

On Saturday, Ministers held a long
and anxious council of war, as the
gituation was critical. It was known that
several Glovernment supporters were
pledged to their constituents to support
the principles of Mr Woodeock's motion,
amongst others Messrs. Ballance, Bryce,
and Beetham. On Saturday afternoon
the Premier had a long peripatitic in-
terview with Mr Ballunce in Tinakori-
road, endeavering to bring Mr folluncc
round to new views on the enbject of
taxation. Ministerial wire-pullers were
at work in varions directions, endeavor-
ing, it is said, to influence the press.

Th whips became active, and land-

ownere, monopolists, and big capitalists
were to be seen lobbying.

On Saturday evening, it leaked out
that the various elements of the Oppo-
sition were likely to find a common
platform on Mr Woolcock's motion,
which, if carried, would involve a rejec-
tion of the Treasurer’s budget.

It is believed the Government caunot
reckon on more than thirty-nine sup-
porters on this question, giving them all
doubtful votes, while forty-eight to forty-
,nine would support Mr Woolcock's
motion.

It is currently believed that Ministers
will scek a loophole to save their seats,
by informing the House that they agree
wigh the principle of the resolution, but it
is not practical to carry it out at the present
stage of transition from Provincialism,
and the condition of the colony's finance.
If they do so, they may possibly retain
their seats for a week or two, but a want
of confidence motion is sure to follow.

On the other hand Ministers might
accept the resolntion, and proceed to im-
pose taxation. This would, however, dis-
gust and disorganise their own stannchest
supporters. and would equally bring them
to grief. To-morrow night will shew
what Ministers intend.

Some profess to believe Sir W. Ilitz-
herbert is a secret agent, and is guiding
the forces with a view of resigning the
Speakership - and becoming  Premier.
should the majority carry the resolution
Titzherbert could claim disinterested
patriotism.

It is stated in well-informed circles
that a compact Opposition is forming on
a good basis, and only a few an les re-
quire to be rubbed off, when a direct no-
confidence motion will be tabled. Mr.
Bunny is condncting all negotiations be-
tween Sir W, Fitzherbert and the Oppo-
sition, but not with the former's acknow-
ledged sanction. It is generally believed
if Fitzherbert comes out, Ministers’ lease
of office is up. Ministers are decidedly
uncomfortable.

Another lion in the Ministerial path is
the Native Lands Bill. Takamoana has
tabled a motion asking the Government
if it intends to make a Ministerial ques-
tion of this Bill. . The measure is not
wholly condemned, but a majority of the
House appear fayorable to the modifica-
tion of some of its leading principles. It
is believed the Government will not in-
sist on the Bill passing en globo, but
state that thev are prepared to accept
reasonable modifications, and thus escape
defeat.

Messrs. Whitaker and Ormond are the
only members of the Ministry who seem
to have any tact and legislative skill.
The others are mere stop-gaps.

Coleman Phillips is here watching the
Land Bill.

To-day is one of rain and wind. The
lobbies are dreary, and nothing doing.

Later.

Tt is stated on good authority the
Government has not yet fully made up
its mind as to whether Woolcock's
motion shall be resisted, or will except it
temporarily and prepare a fresh scheme
of taxation during the recess.  Attempts
are being made to win over the waverers
to the latter view.

August 7.

The general opinion appears to be that
the Ministry are getting weaker and
weaker every day. Messrs Ballance and
Bryce have gone over to the Opposition
on Woolcock’s motion and will announce
their defection this evening. Their in-
fluence is expected to carry others.
Several old Government supporters are
only watching and waiting to announce
themselves Oppositionists. Tt has been
discovered that in the Native TLands
Bill clauses are introduced from the Act
of 1869, which protect Hawke's Bay
land transactions.

An amendment will be moved with a
view of invalidating the transactions
made, whereby equal shares were allotted
to joint owners who only held small
interests,

Sir (. Grey, it is nnderstood, will be
fuvorable to Sir W. Fitzherbert leading
the party. Sir G. Grey would not take
the office under any circumstances, but
remain a general adviser, and lead the
Auckland party in her interest. Mr
Bunny continues negotiations on behalf
of Sir W. Titzherbert, but without the
latter's sanction.

Sir W. Fitzherbert will not leave the
Speaker's chair, unless assured of a strong
majority following him.

A woman who applied for a situation as
cabdriver, being asked if she could
manage mules, scornfully replied—* Of
course I can—I've had two husbands,"”

An old bachelor having been laughed
at by a party of pretty girls, told them:
“ You are small potatoes!” “ We may
be small potatoes,” said one them ; *“ but
we are sweet ones,”

The Opposition main points
7 of Policy. .

‘WerninaToN, August 3.

Many Canterbury and Otago members
are sitting on the rail. They seem to
desire to outbid each other for several
little unconsidered trifles.

On the other hand, many Auckland
and Otago members are strenuously en-
deavoring to form a compact party. A
meeting of leaders will probably be held
to-morrow. ‘The main points upon which
the leaders are agreed upon are said to be
these : —

1. That it is unjust to grant subsidies
to municipalities and counties on the
hand to mouth system. 4

2. It is unjust to improve property by
the loeal expenditure of borrowed money,
which is a burden on the Customs reve-
nue and falls on consumers and non-
property holders. Property should be
improved by local taxation.

3. That taxation on articles other
than ordinary articles of consumption
should be relieved as much as possible,
and that income and property should
bear a more equitable sharc of the
burdens.

4. That the waste lands should not be
sold in large blocks to monopolists before
opened up, but first opened up by the
State and then sold at an enhanced
value.

5. That Lunatic Asylums, Hospitals,
and TInfirmaries, &c., should be main-
tained by State funds, aided by local
endowments,

There are other minor points, but not
communicated to your special.

Parliamentary Papers.
WELLINGTON.
MR. WILSON, THE EX-NATIVE
LAND PURCHASER'S PETITION.

August 4.

The following is the petition of Mr.
Wilson, the late Land Purchase Com-
missioner of Poverty Bay, presented to
the House on Tuesday :— That, at the
request of the Government, your petiti-
oner relinquished in exchangea remunera-
tive engagement with them for permanent
employ. That your petitioner having no
personal end to gain, but much to lose,
as the event has proved, did persistently
uphold as a Land Purchase Officer, the
just rights of the public to its lands on
the East Coast against certain speculators
who serionsly encroached upon the said
lands, and also against the administration
of certain officers and functionaries by
whom the law was worked in a manner
to facilitate and protect the said specula-
tors so encroaching, and to hindering
your petitioner in the discharge of his
manifest duty to the public. That your
petitioner deemed it his duty, very reluc-
tantly, to report the proceedings and
transactions of the said officers and func-
tionaries to' the Government. That
your petitioner was moreover very reluc-
tantly compelled to inform the Govern-
ment of certain illegal and partial pro-
ceedings and transactions performed by
the Native Land Clourt judicially, whereby
certain of the said speculators were pro-
fited, and the public lost to the value of
many thousands of pounds; and your
petitioner submits that, if he erred at all
in making this communication, he erred
in not reporting several of the most un-
favorable features in the conduct of the
Qonrt, whereby the public interest, your
petitioner’s labor in connection there-
with, and the native's sense of business
morality, were seriously and injuriously
affected. That your petitioner further
deemed it his duty to report to the
Government the publication by a
Judge of the Native Land Court of
certain false and mischievous advertise-
ment by which the said Judge, un-
mindful of the essential nature and
quality of his functions, did prejudice
many hundreds of thousands of acres
against the public, and against your
petitioner, before the titles to the eaid
lands bad been tried in his Court and
before their claims had been even called
in his Court ; and your petitioner repre-
sented that the said Judge had unfitted
himself, by the gratuitous publication of
that advertisement, to adjudicate upon
any of the numerous claime mentioned
in it. - That, for uphelding the rights of
the public against the above meutioned
speculators and for making the aforesaid
reports and communications to the Go-
vernment in the interest of the public,
and as your petitioner verily believes
and humbly submits in  performance of
his duty, your petitioner unhappily in-
curred the displeasure of the Govern-
ment, That your petitioner was there-
upon unjustly deprived of his position
without cause by the Hon., Mr Ormond,
on behalf of the Native Minister, Dr.
Pollen, to his very great injury pecuni-

arily, and exposing his reputation to
injury by abrupt dismissal. ~That such
dismissal was wron;éful, and a breach of
the engagement made between the Go-

vernment and your petitioner. That the
alleged ground of your petitioner's dis--
missal was upon the report of a certain

Royal Commission. That your petitioner
has never seen the said report, nor
had an opportunity in respect to the

same to indicate himself in any way.

That the Commission, in its constitution,

was not independent of the Government,

and proved itself most partial and unfair

in its mode of conducting the inquiry.

The petition concludes by a prayer for

an inquiry.

I Bbrough Conference.
WELLINGTON.

August 7.

The Borough Conference yesterday
passed a resolution condemning the
present mode of deducting from subsi-
dies, in as much as Municipalities have
to bear an undue proportion of the cost
of maintenance of charitable institutions.
They recommend, first, that the cost and
maintenance of such institations shonld
be provided for wholly as a Colonial
charge ; second, if necessary, to provide
a revenue to meet such charge, a special
rate should be levied over the whole
colony on the basis of County and Muni-
cipal valuations; thirdly, if neither of
these proposals be carried out, and dedue-
tions from the subsidies continue to be
made, then that the share of contribu-
tions toward the maintenance of such
institutions be between Municipal and
Country districts, to be fixed on the basis
of the number of patients or inmates of
such institutions contributed by each.
Those patients or inmates not assignable
to any particular district to be charged
as belonging to the whole, and the cost
to be divided in a fair proportion amongst
all subsidised bodies.

GREAT GALE ON THE AUSTRA-
LIAN COAST.

Loss or A SteadMer wiTa ALL Hazps.

Telegrams in the Melbourne papers
dated July 15 give the following account
of the gale on the eastern coast of Aus-
tralia : —
A heavy S.S.E. gale has been blowing-
all night, and torrents of rain have con-
tinued all day, with a heavy sea on the
coast.
The steam collier Yarra Yarra, return-
ing to the port of Newcastle at 7 o'clock
this morning, was driven over towards
the Cawarra buoy, two heavy seas strik-
ing her and falling on board. 'When near
the buoy an attempt had appeared to be
made to run out to sea. The mizzen
trysail was set, but at this time another
fearful sea struck her, carrying away
either funnel or the foremast, and in a
moment after she gave a lurch and went
down stern foremost. It was noticed at
the time that the wheels were stationery,
showing that the fires must have been
put out by the seas breaking on board.
A signal gun to prepare the lifeboat was
fired from the look-out station, but a
heavy squall came on at the time, and
when it cleared the steamer was gone. A
large quantity of wreckage came ashore
on the North Beach. One body was
seen but was not secured, owing to the
heavy surf. Tundreds of people were on
the beach and wharves at the time. One
of the masts of the Yarra Yarra can be
seen just outside Cawarra buoy.
The ships St Lawrence and Steelfield
partially broke from their moorings at
the wharf at Newcastle last night. The
former came into collision with  the
barque Island City, carrying away her
mizzentopmast, but the other casuallies
were small.
————

J. R. Burns, the defendant in the cuse
of the slleged abduction of Emma Russell,
at the Maori Kaik, Otago Heads, was brought
before Mr Mansford, at Port (‘hulmers,:;b:‘
the decision of the Court, in giving which
the Magistrate said there were three things
necessary to constitute abduetion, to wit,
that the girl muast be taken from the abso-
Jute possession of her parents or guardians,
also agairst their will, and she must be
under sixteen years of age. Now, ho had
looked up suthoritics te guide him to a
decision, and he found that a case of abdue-
tion was not complete unless blaadishments
or persunsions had beeu used to tempt a
girl away. Now it appeared to him that
nothing of the kind had been attsmpted by
the defondant, neither could it be shown that
he had actuslly taken her away from
her father. Guided, as the Beuch was by
80 much good legal authovity, he could now .
sond the case to trinl, and therefore shouid
disoharge the prisouer.

We reprint in another column an able
article from the columus of the Canterbury
Times on the ad valoram @u, question,
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The several sections of the Opposition have
beon easting about for a leader, but have
experienced a difficulty in finding one under
whom they could work wunitedly, Sir
Georgo Crey’s strong sympathies for the
whole “human race” do not find an echo in
the brensta of other non-contonts, The
Adullamists of Canterbury, with Mossrs
Rolleston and Montgomery at their head,
would not eare for an Otago man s leader,
&0 another offort, wo lenrn, is about to be
made to move the “old man eloquent” out
of the Speaker's chair to become loader. Hir
‘William Kitzherbert will not, however, be
moved. Ho is too far soing. The politice
of the North and South would not be pala-
table to the people of Wellington, who view
both Sir George Croy and Mr, Macandrow
with distriét, and although Ministers may
have made blunders and committed mistakes
they are loyal to the intorests of the colony
as a whole, and not desirous of seoing it
dnidcq by the Sepnration party, who are
ouly willing to lot that question rest uatil n
better or more fitting opportunity occurs,

The following was the number of prisonors
confined in the Napier Gaol, on the 1st
August, 1877 <28 hard labor; 1 for trial
1 debt, and 1imprisonment. In the Lunatic
Asylum, there were 11 malo and 5 fomale
pationts, '

The want of a Bishop is being severely
folt in the diocess of Waiapu, No stops onn
be taken to supply the want until the
Diocesan Synod meets, which will not be
till Ssptomber 24, Wo hear that it is likely
the Revd. J. Stuart will be nominated and,
no doubt, duly elected.

On the Hstimates for Iawke's Bay, wo
notics that provision has been made for the
appointment of & new office, that of Crown
Liands and Forost Rangor £175, with travel
ling expenses £76. The office will, probably,
bo attached to that of the Sub-Inspector of
slieep, who has not yet been appointed,

The proprietors of the Press Telograph
Ageney at Wellington have imported from
America o type-writing machine, with whioh
an operator can write ninety or more words
por minute.

By the Wanaka last woek wo wore placed
in receipt of the first copy of the New Zen~
land Hansard for this session, 1t brings the
debates ir. hio Legislative Council down to
the second reading of the Constabulary Bill,
and of the House to commencoment of Mr.
Atkinson’s remarks on Mr., Burns' motion
in reference to the Dunedin and Kaikorai
rmilwiy,

Our speainl has wired us from Wellington
the main points of the Policy of the Opposi-
tion now in eourse of formation. Who is to
be the leader of she Opposition, and of
whom will the Opposition be composed, will
l;o 'cha question put by the Anti-Separa-
tionists.

Mr. Tresteail, the well-known importer of
liorses, who wos n passenger by the Ringa-
rooma from Melbourne, has brought to
Dunedin the smallest entire pony ever
lIanded in the Colony. The little croature is
six yenrs old, and stands only 32 inches
bigh. 1t is said to be oxtremely docile, and
and has been broken both for riding and
driving.

The Hon, Mr Fox delivered a leoture on
Baturday evening last in 8t. Androws Church,
Lambton Quay, on the following subject :—
“ Does Prohibition Prohibit” The hon.
gentloraan adduced a number of facts to
prove that the law of prohibition was a suc-
coss in various parts of the world.

Mr Reen ,in his speech on the Waka Maori,
has made out n very strong case, but we
think the subject wounld have been better left
alone until the Yupreme Court had given its
locisi Mr Hoes eannot expeot the House
to decide on a question now before the
Courts of law, and would show good sense by
withdrawing his resolations. o had his
fling at the Government on the floor of the
House, and as he knows he eannot carry his
proposition, no good end can be served by
at presont wasting public time debating the
wattor,

The usual quarterly mesting of the Ark of
Friendship ﬂodga, 0.0, was held on
Thursday. The following officers were in-
stallod by Bro. Saunders, Grand Lodge
Deputy, assisted by Bro. Masters, P.W.C/T\,
and Bro. Stevens, P.W.OT, of the Pioncer
Liodge (—Bro. Higgs, W.C/1. ; Sis. Kimes,
w. \7.'[‘. 5 8is, Conaort, W.C.; Bro.Saunders,
‘W.4. ; Sis. Saunders, W.A.4. ; Bro. Lingard,
W.I. s Bro. Irvine, W.E.H, ; Bro. Grinlin-
ton, 1.G. 3 Bro, Langam, O.C4 3 Bro. Pul-
mer, WM. ; 8isg Williamns, [L.HS.; Sis.
Grinlinton, RJILS., and Bro, Grinlinton,
aon,, P.W.OT.

Information has been received by the
Churchwardens of St. John's parish, that the
Revd. J. Townsend has placed his resigna-
tion of the ineumbency in the hands of the
Primate, Assoon ns the Churchwardens
oan satisfy the Primate that the parish can
support a clorgyman, tho Board of Nom-
inntors will be ealled together Lo appoint Mr
Townsend’s succossor. We belisve the
Reovd, H, W. 8t 1ill will bo asked to falfil
the duties of resident clorgyman pending the
induction of a permanent incumbent.  The
Board of Nominators consists of Dr8pencer,
and Messrs, 1, K. Nowton, and dJ. B.

Fielder,

We understand that the residents on the
White Rond bave petitioned the Chief Post-
mastor at Napior, to have a receiving lettor
box erected somewhoro near the browery.
As this part of the town is a long way from
the Post Office, and is thickly populated,
such an arrangemont would be of great sor-
vico to the inhabitants,

The news obtained by tho Special Re-
porter sont to London by the principal
evoning papers in the Australian and New
Zeoaland Colonies relativo to the groat battle
having taken place st Nicopolis or Plevna
(the two places not boing far distant from
ench other) is confirmed by a Bombay tele-
¥rnm received at an early hour this morning
orwarded by Reuter's Agency. On this
ooension, therofore, the Colonial Special beat
Reutor's Agenoy in obtaining this important
information by nearly two days

At the Municipal Conference, now being
held at Wellington, we aro glad to see the
ratopayers of Napier are not being left un«
roprosented, Mr Sutton, one of the members
for Napior, having attonded, and is rondering
valuable assistance during the deliberations
Mr Sutton, although he has had no experi-
once in the working of Municipal Institutions
in Napier, has a thorough knowledge of
what the requirements of the Borough are,
and its interests at the Conference may
therefore be safely confided to his hands.

The Catholic organ, the New Zealand
Tablet, in an article on the new Educational
Bill, characterisos the mensure as a penal
law, and a wretched Bill, The Tablet con-
cludes by saying that the *“ men who support
this mensure will earn for themselves the un-
dying opposition of all lovers of justico and
fair play, and the political execration of
Catholics in particular.”

"3{ the Southern Cross we were placed in
pt of our Southern files of newspapers
whioch were taken on to Auckland in the
Rotorua, They contain nothing new, and
now read ‘“stale, flat, and unprofitable.” In
fact, owing to the very full telegrams ‘we
publish from ‘““our own” and “special”
correspondents residing in all parts of the
colony, there are; fow events of a social or
political Aature occurring North or South
which are not known to the readers of the
Mgenrcury shortly after they occur.

The first fancy dress ball that has ever taken
place in Napier eamo off on Friday, and was
held in the large store that has lately been
erectod at the Spit by Messrs Kinross and
Co. The ball, being of & privaie cheiacter,
does not permit us to give any description
of, was a decided success, and no doubt will
be followed by others.

Prims half bred wethors are now quoted
in the 8ydney market at from 28s to 30s per
hend, the same doseription of sheep being
worth at Dunedio from 12s to 14s. We
hear from private sources, that, as these

ices lenve & good margin for profit, it is
ikely a trial og the New South Wales market
will be made, The s.s. Easby is now en-
gagod oarrying coal from Newecastle, N.S.W,,
to Dunedin ; that vessel is peculiarly adapt-
ed for the carriage of live stock, and, having
to return to Newcastlo in ballast, freight,
will be low. Tho Easby can carry about
3000 sheeop, the freight on which would not
be more than 6s a head. The prohibition
of live stock importations from England per-
mit of this trade being opened up, although
thers may be wome difficulty at first owing
to seab being still in existonce in New Zea-
land, the only colony in Australasia where
that disease is prevalent.

At the annual meeting of ratepayers of the
uataniwha District held last Saturday, the
following wardens were appointed by ballot :
~~Messrs Henry H. Bridge, Alexander Jones,
James Atchison, Rechab Harding, and
Josper L. Herrick. A rato of 6d in the £
was carried, at a meoting of wardens held
aftor.  Lieut.-Colonel Herrick was clected
hairman,

The number of commission agents are
still on the increase, Mr H. R. Laacelles
notifies that he has commenced business in
that line at Port Ahuriri, and also as a debt
and rent collector.

Nolson has woke up to recognise the fact
that it has not a decent Theatre, and efforts
are being made to rise one. The loonl Mail
says the estimated cost is £1000, of which it
is proposed to raise £500 on serip, to repay
which it is ealculated that at least £100 a
yonr will bo available, as the whole of the re-
ceipts wlll be devoted to that purpose. The
Committee cannot guarantee interest, but
should the receipts exceed the sum meontioned
the surplus will be distributed as a dividend.

The Masterton News Lettor in a recent
issue perpotrates the following :—“T'wo
loving henrts were recently united by the
Registrar of this place in the bands of matri-
mony. They did not escape the usual
soronnding by the usual boys in the usual
mannor, however, after disposing of their
pertinacions and noisy invaders, they wont
out for a walk in the beautiful still night
and being too full of unutterable love to eat,
they left the bride eake in all its magnificence
alonio, uncut and ancared for until their re-
turn, Time flow, the air became chilly, and
the phantorn of the bridal cake rose re-
proachfully before them, They returned to
make amends for their neglect, but, oh,
shade of Clayson! who eon depict their
anguish, when with quivering lips and
broken tones the bridegroom said, * Them

darned boys have stole the cake !

—

Our Waipawa correspondent informa us
by telegram that the approach to the Home-
wood bridge has boen carried away on the
Waipawa side, and unless it is repaired be-
fore the next fresh, the bridge will be in
danger of being washed away. The repairs
should therefore be seen to at once.

Mr Sharp, one of the members for Nelson
City, will nttcmgt next sitting to get free
railway passes abolished.

The Melbourne Sugar Company have
onbled to a local firm in Napier a reducti

Tho following paragraph, taken from the:
Otago Witness of a recent date, -will doub
loss be instructive to certain gentlemen o
the legal fraternity in Napier /— Dootors
and parsons are suppossd to be the most
quarrelsome people in the world, while
lawyors aro gonerally supposed to be wise
enough to prefer setting other people by the
onrs to squabbling themselves. But there
is something in the air in New Zealand
whioh causes them to lose that peaceablo”
affability towards one another which is

in price of their sugars, No 1 being £33 10s
to £3410s, acoording to quality ; No 2, £32;
No 8, £30 10s per ton.

The petitions sent to the Hon. Mr Fox,
for presontation at Wellington, from the
Auczkland District, in favour of an amend-
ment in the Licensing Act, and against

usually supposed to be one of their leading
characteristics. In Dunedin a few years
ago one or two gentlemen kept the place
intensely amused by their squabbles.
cnse was looked upon as an excellent oppor-
tunity to abuse the counsel on the opposite
side—tho clients’ interests were never for a
t idered. Now, happily, this

Sunday trading, are of considerable length
and very numerously signed ; the former
being 137 foot 4 inches in length, containing
4,788 signatures ; and the latter 133 feet
11 inches in length, bearing 4,449 names,

It has been decided, and very properly,
that the Post Office is the boest site for the
Town Clock presented to the Borough by
the late Sir Donald M'Lean. The clock is
be fixed at the centre angle of the building,
the faco being on the centrallpediment. Above
this there will be a bell-cot of eleven feet in
height, in which will be suspended the clock
bell. The work of construction will be com-
menced forthwith, and when completed will
be a handsome finish to the Post Office,

A letter signed “IHyderabad Road ” which
appears in another column, calls attention
to the disgraceful state of the public
thoroughfare between the Royal Hotel and
the Spit. Every road in Napier stands in
want of repair, and little advantage appears
to be taken by the Municipal Engineer of
the standing order he has received to do this
necessary work. At the rate the Borough
*“ public works ”” are progressing, it is difficult
to seo how the work authorised, and the
daily maintenance repairs of the streets can
bo proceeded with. If the very idea of
expenditure paralyses the Council, what
must be the feelings of the Engineer at the
thought of having to employ another cart
and a couple of men? We trust the rate-
payers will have some consideration for those
who ocoupy bigh places of inclaculable
responsibility.

A public fancy dress ball is on the tapis,
to be held in the Oddfellows’ Hall about the
middle of next month.

The Dramatic Society, recognising the
dearth of public amusements, propose calling
a meeting this weék to arrange a perfor-
mance.

At tho Edueation Board’s meeting on Mon-
day a petition from Te Aute, praying that the
newly established school there should be
brought under the control of the Board,
was read and accededto. A petition from
Ormondyville, praying that the Board would
sot apart a reserve as asite for aschool,
could not be considered, the Board having
10 reserves thero.

In the R. M’s Court on Monday
there was only one case set down for hearing,
Jeossop v Cleary for nssault, Five witnesses
had been summoned, but when His Worship
took his seat on the Bench, the complainant
did not putin an appearance. The easo
waa therefore ordered to be struck off, and
His Worship vacated his seat. Shortly
afterwards Jessop arrived, and was greatly
chagrined to find himself non-plussed.

Dr Nesbitt, whose death on the 25th
ultimo we announced, was born in 1819 ;
he was educated at Trinity College, Dublin ;
entering the medical profession, he practised
as o surgeon for fifleen years at Rostrevor.
He then emigrated to New Zealand. On
His arrival in this colony (says the Poverty
Bay Standard) he soon made himself so
popular by kindly gratuitous services among
the natives that they petitioned for him to
be stationed among them in the Rotorua
district. He was appointed Resident Magis-
trate at Makotu where he lived for about
seven yoars, during which time he served in
a medioal capacity in several expeditions
then made against the natives under Colonel
Whitmore. Owing to administrative changes
Dr Nesbitt resigned this appointment, and
in 1870 was appointed R.M. at Poverty
Bay, with other minor appointments, where
he resided to the time of his death,

The Rev J. Smalley, recontly of Napier,
has been lecturing in Christchurch on the
war in Kurope. He advocated that Turkey,
as a nation, should be blotted out, and
spoke in high terms of tho Russians ns a
truly religious, and ‘carnest people. Mr
Smalley was followed by another gentleman,
who took quite an opposite view of the
question to Mr Smalley, pointing to the
crueltios practised by the Russians in Po-
land and Bulgaria, and also denying that
the Russians were better than the Turks as
seen from a Christian point of view, The
latter ?emlomnn had to our mind by far the
best of the argument.

Mr Bachelder, the well-known exhibitor
of diorama, is at present travolling in Aus-
tralia with a diorama of the recent Arclic
Expedition, and is expested in New Zealand
in the course of a month or two. It com-
prises views depicting bear-bunting, sleighing
excursions, breaking up the ice, seals, whales,
walruses, boars, departure of the expedition
for Kngland, &ec.

has ceased to be the case. But Palmerston
bonsts of threo limbs of the law who keep
up a triangular duel, to use an Irishism.
This singular disense has broken out lately
in Queenstown hitherto a tolerably peace-
able place. There the lawyers talk of in-
dicting one another for forgery and perjury,
besides nnmerous other high crimes and

iad 8. o population are much
of the opinion of the old farmer who
always drank a toast— ‘That overy lawyer
might kill a parson, and be hanged for it.’ ”"

At the banquet given to Mr James
Macandrew at Bunudin, Mr, Davie one of
the speakors, who has recently returned
from s visit to the Home country, in the
course of his remarks, said:—* When
he was in Glasgow, a large crane,
said to lift about 60 tons, was about to be
started, and there was a little demonstration.
Upon being invited to attend the ceremony,
he said it was of no interest to him, as he
had come from New Zealand, where he had
seon a crane of the same capacity long since.
They asked him who madeit. He need not
tell the gentlemen present that before he
left for home, a crane had been constructed
by Messrs Kinecaid and M’Queen, for the
Oamaru Harbor Board. Hoe did not accept
the invitation because he had seen the whole
affair before.”

A TLondon correspondent of a Southern
contemporary, writing on sporting matters
in Tngland says:—* The intermiuable
Sunday qaestion pops up its head, even on
racing matters. I do not know that it has
been advocated in England to go so far asto
race horses, as in France, on a Sunday ; but
the weok that percedes Easter and contains
Grood Friday, appears to be the week of all
the year at home for sports and athletics.
Peoplo appear resolved to make the most of
it, and wrestling, running bicycling, swim-
ming, &e., are in vogue, all over lngland, in
the week named, and the deferders of the
custom go further and say that Sunday
afternoon would be well spent if devoted to
manly pastimes ; that it was nothing but the
archery practice on Sunday afternoons that
gavo England the victory of Cressy and
Poiotiers, while the quarter-staff play on the
same occasion trained the pike-bearers to
victory at Agincourt,  These partissns
maintain that the holiday, in lplnoe of bein
spent in self-castigation, should be devote
to a suspension of ordinary labour and to
manly recreations and training for arms.
Without endorsing all this—I mention it, as
a sign of the times, that these questions are
not iderod by a tion in the old
country as by any means set at rest yot.”

It has excited not'a littlo comment (writes
tho Parliamentary correspondent of the
Wanganui Herald) that a Bill for the con-

lidation and dment of the electoral
laws has been promised in the present ses-
sion by the Ministry, yet that no notiee was
taken of such a measure in the Goverror's
speech. If only one half the Bills pass into
law which already constitute the ministerial
programme, the session will have contributed
to the Statute Book more than any two pre-
vious sessions. The 1esult will be that hun-
dreds of Provincial ordinances will be ime
proved off the face of the earth, and an im-
portant step taken towards the consolidation
of the statute law. The principal draftsman
of these consolidating measures is John
Curnin, Esq., barrister-at-law, formerly of
Wanganui, who lately contributed to legal
literature a very useful and pratical book on
the laws of New Zealand. Mr Curnin, in
oll his Bills, keeps in view the great object
he sets forth in his work, and I de not think
that a more painstaking, learned, and scien-
tific draftsman could easily be found. The
truth is, the science of drafting is with him
a labor of love, and if his suggestions are
carried out a porfoct revolution will soon be
accomplished in the laws of New Zoaland so
far ns their expression and brevity are con-
cerned.

An action for demages (rerarks an Auck=
land paper) has been instituted sgainst Mr,
De Lias, the lesseo of the Theatre Royal, at
the instance of MrThornton and other mem-
bers of the Dramatic Company. The dam-
ages are laid at £100. Tt appears thut the
company rented the theatre at £25 per week,
and commenced a series of performances
there last Saturday night, and they played
three nights, 1In consequence, it is under-
stood, of the rent not being puid nightly,
Mr De Lias’s agont locked up the heatre,
prevonting tho company from perf.rming,
At this stage, of course, little is knowyn of
the morits of the case, but it will no doubt
excite some interest in theatrical cirel . if it
is brought into Court,
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‘A would-be wit in the Dunedin

Saturday
Advortiser writes :—“A facetious tel hi

Tho members of the Orange Lodge, No.

«zreporter at Napier informs us that the Go-
yernment keop, at the railway station there,
stretchers rendy for the injured. The re-
porter there must have been lying on a
stretcher when he penned the message.”
The information containedin the telegraphic
mosange was ftrue, mnotwithstanding the
doubts attempted to by thrown upon it.
Stretchors are now kept at various railway
stations on the Napior-Takapau line of
railing, and considering the accidents that
have occurred on the unfenced portions of
the line, the precaution taken by the railway
authorities to be propared for an ewergency
is a wise one,

In a leading article on Mr Bowen’s Tdu-
cation Bill, the Otago Ctuardian has the fol-
lowing :—* We observe that the ministers of
religion in Dunedin hold a moeeting on Mon-
day noxt in relation to this question. We
hope they will not be foolish, and like chil-
dren who ery for the moon. When parsons
call for religion in the schools they are “ talk-
ing shop,” and poeople take it at its worth.
‘Wa trust, however, that vur Ministers will
show themsclves largo-hearted and sensiblo
in this matter. The merest scintilla of reli-
gion in the systom will work confusion and
heartburning, and do no good to religion.
‘Wo hopoe they will not be influenced by the
senseless prating of those who say it is doing
despite to the Bible to exclude it from the
schools, and who charge atheism and infidoe-

“lity and batred of the Bible against those
advocating its oxclusion. Such men are to
thick-headed to waste argument on, and
should be left to the enjoyment of their own

. solf-righteousness. It gives them plensure,
and does nobody harm. But the clorgymen,
despite professional bins, must surely see
that for all the advantages to be derived from
this small measure of religion imported into

- the daily schools, it is not worth while to
contend for tho introduction of an eloment
that will breed confusion and dismay. It is
the duty of the Sunday-school to supplement
the day-school, and the seccular instruction
of the other, combined, will form that edu-
cation to which every mind should be sub-

_ Jeoted.”

The Burlington Hawkeyo rolates that a
distreased night editor, when he saw the re-
rortl of a Turco-Russinn war, took down

he map, glanced calmly over the field, suw

what manner of names he would have to
read proof of this summer, and went out
and shot himeelf dead in the neck.

At Mossrs Routledge, Kennedy and Co’s

sale on Friday of the Japanese goods recently
imported, we noticed a good attend of

N d, on Monday, the Rev. J. C.
B, Xecoles with tho Bible mentioned by usin
our report of the anniversary proceedings of
the Lodge. Tho presentation was madoe by
Cirand Master Lindsay, im an appropriate
speech.  The recipiot of the presentation,
the Rev. Mr. Lceles, in a spoech of some
length, thanked the members, and spoke in
general terms of the Order.

A goneral meeting of the sharcholders of
the Napier Theatre Company was held on
Monday at Mr, Mayo's Empirve Hotel. Mr.
(. . Swan occupied the chair. The Seore-
tary pro. tem. Mr. B. Johnson, read the
minutes explaining thatsincothey lnst met the
Secretary Mr Upham, and the Treasuror Mr
Manoy, had both resigned, and their places
had been filled by himself as Secretary, and
Moessrs Shoehan and Swan asjoint Trensurers,
who had received and puid in to their credit
£108. The sub-committee appointed to
consider the most #uitable site for a Lheatre
had reported in favor of two, namely, one in
Tennyson-street, adjoining the Protestant
Hall, owned by Mr. Gillespie, and offered at
£800, and one running from Shakespeare-
road to the quarry, owned by Mr N. Wil-
liams, and offured for £600. Theso minutes
were confirmed. The Chairman then brought
undor the notice of the meeting that Mr B.
Smith had prepared plaos, and given an ap-
proximate estimate as to the cost of turning
the Oddfellows’ Hall into a theatre. The
plans then were laid on thetable, and shewed
that if these were adopted the Hall would
contain 800 seats, and cost £1500. A
long disoussion ensuod, but as was pointed
‘out by Mr Mayo, tho object of the company
was to obtain a freelold site, the proposition
was afterwards withdrawn. It was after-
wards stated that Mr Gillespic had with-
drawn the site offered by him, and a proposal
was then made, “That the quarry site, ewned
by Mr N. Williams, be accepted for the pur-
pose of building a Theatre.” Mr Johnson
moved an amendment to the effect that the
Compuny be wound up. The amendment
was nogatived and the resolution carried.
Mr Manoy was then elected treasurer of the
company, and Mr Ellis was associated with
him for the purpose of signing cheques. Mr
B. Johnson was electod secrotary, and the
meoting closed with a vote of thanks to the
Chairman.

The entertainment given on Monday in
the Taradale Schoolroom by the Mutual
Improvement Society was in every sense a
sucoess. Notwithstanding the severity of
the weather, the room was full of young,
middle-aged, and old, who all testified their
o-at the excellent treat afforded them,

buyers. The goods were of a much superior

quality to thoeir first consignment, and, in

our opinion, the prices were satisfaclory.

Two hundred and fifteen lots altogether were

#old. We hoar there will shortly be another
‘1ot shipped.

Mr Morrison, watchmaker, of Hastings-
street, proposes to start s Mutual Invest-
meont Watch Society eonsisting of twenty
members. The object is for members to
obtain watches on the doferred payment
systom.

‘We must give credit to our special corres-
pondent at Wellington for being the first to
obtain political information as to what is
tranepiring at the seat of government. Asa
proof of this we may montion that in our
telegraphic colamns of the 26th July, was
announced the death of Dr Nesbitt on that
day. No sooner had the news reached
W,ollin(ton than our reporter wired us back
that Mr Kenrick, the Clerk to the Bench at
CGireymouth, would receive the appointment.
This information is now confirmed, Mr
Kenrick's appointment having been an-
nounced officially,

The shareholders in the Napier Theatre
Company aro to be congratulated on seour-
ing 80 excellent a site as the one agreed to
be purchased at the general meeting on
Monday. The seotion is that on the Shakes-
peareroad immediately above the office
occupied by Mr, Upham. It hasa long
frontage to the strect, and is amply large
enough for the purpose required, The

rice of it, too, is such as to insure share-
Eolderu against loss, and shonld it bede-
cided to build a theatre without delay, we
have no doubt the investment will ultimately

rove remuncrative. The movement, we
enr, has again woke up the Oddfellows’
who propose leasing the Hall for a long
term.

The cost of education in the Iawke's Bav
rovincial district is estimated at £5980.
g‘ho income from educational reserves is
.only £760.

Some slight modifications in the specifica-
tion of the Spit ferry servico have been agreed
to by the Harbor Board. 1t has been do-
cided that a punt for the convoyance of dray
and bullocks is unnecessary a8 tho steamer
of Messrs Holmes, the successful tenderors,
is of such build ns to enablo a dray to be
driven upon it. The ferry service is to be
an hourly one, subject, however, to be made
half-bourly, should the Board during the
fivo years’ contract, find it necessary to make
the alteration.

# Mr Henry Clapcott has been ro-transforred

from Ohristehurch to Wellington as chief

agent of the Ctovernment Tnsurance Depart-

mont. Ho has left Christchurch and bhas

beon succeeded there by Mr T. L Sl}ap_hofd v

who has for somo time been officiating'as
,ohief agent in Wellingtom,

The following gentlomon took' part in the
progeamme : — Messrs  Dryden, Jeffares,
(Hlberd, Gold, and Chas, O'Dowd, besides
one or two other gentlemen volunteers.
The songs of Messrs Gold and Dryden in
the first part were admirably rendered, both
being in good voice. Miss McDonald gave
a' recitation of the *Gambler’s Wife,”
which she did excellently, and gained great
applause,  The entertainment concluded
with & comio picce entitled ‘‘ Love, Rivalry,
and Revenge,” which oreated an immense
amount of amusemeat. We understand the
members of the Society are so pleased with
the reception they obtained that they pur-
pose giving a similar entertainment, with a
chango of programme, in the course of next
woek.

We hear that, in the matter of Russell v.
Waka Maori, the evidence of the natives for
the defence was finished on Tuesday, after
sixteen days and four night's sittings of the
Oommission, The Maori evidence on behalf
of the plaintiff will now have to be taken,
but it is expected that the work of the
Commission will be completed by next
Monday. :

The Wairon local paper strongly 'ndvllsca
peoplo about to travel in the Mahia direction
to muke their wills before starting. Peoplo
travelling round Hyderabad-road at night
would do well to insuro their lives, They
run a chance of being smothered in the
mud. 3

The Wairoa people are anxiously enquiring
when the Tnspector of Schools purposes visit-
ing that district, as in his annual report he
made a promise to vjsit “ as soon as the bar
beeame fairly navigable.”  The local paper
says :— The river has been navigable now
for' somo time, we have had winter rains
enough to satisfy even Jupiter Pluvius him-
gelf but no Inspector!” The editor of our
contemporary appears to be unaware that
the Inspector is busily studying Philosophy*

During Capt. Russoll's recent visit to Eng-
land, he appesrs to have been keenly watch-
ing the various alterations and improvemonts
made during his absence with a view of in-
troducing the result of his observations on
the attention of the Government of this
colony. On Tuesday he brought before the
attention of the Houso the necessity of n
measure to secure the copyright of works of
art, and also pointed out the bernofits to be
derived from a system of parcel post, now
working with success at Home. Capt. Rus-
soll’s short absence from New Zealand may
prove to be of service to his constituents.

The report circulated as to the Govern-
ment having withdrawn from the Legislative
Oouneil the Friendly Societies Bill turna out
to be incorrect. This Bill passed its third
reading in the Uppcr House with amend-
ment, on the 2nd instant, and was sent to
the House of Reprosentatives, to bo there

further legislated upon.

The steamer Manaia has brought down
this trip from Wairoa an immense quantity
of sweet briar roots, evidently imported hero
for hedge planting. Tt is a comfort to think
the Wairoa settlers have at last turned their
only industry into account.

The Waipawa County Council held its
monthly meeting on Tuesday, in the Waipawa
Court Houso. All the members were present

with the exception of Mr Rathbone.  After
the minutes of the last meeting had been
confirmed, correspondence was read. My

Brewer was appointed pound-keeper at Sher-
wood. Tho tenders for the maintenance of
roads in the County were, after a slight dis-
cussion, all rejected. The'monthly vouchers
wore all passed for payment. L'he Council
went into Committee of Ways and Moeans,
the report of which is to be brought up for
adoption at a special meeting to be held on
Friday next at 11.30.

The Government do not purpose printing
fqr cireulation the suggestions made by the
severnl County Councils and Road Boards as
to amendments in the County Act. The
opinions ure said to be as diverse as possible,
and of little value.

The Gtovernment intend this session bring-
ing down an Amendment Bill to the present
Rating Act, in which it will be proposed to
relievo the Boards from the compulsory an-
nual valuation, as laid down in clause 6.

The Canterbury Press’ Parliamentary cor-
respondent writes to that journal :—*“No
steps have been taken to form an Opposi-
tion, yet members opposed to the Govern-
ment think a party could easily be formed
to oust the present Ministry if a lender could
be agreed on. Canterbury members hold
the balance, and though many of them would
vote against the CGtovernment, especially on
the proposals to charge Canterbury’s debts
on the land fund, yet they will not accept
Sir George Grey as leader to replace Major
Atkinson. ”

We take the following from the Otago
Daily Times :—** A great hoax was perpe-
trated on two hotelkeepers at Auckland on
the 24th of last month. Some unknown
swell ordered wedding breakfasts at two
hotels, and offered to pay a deposit, which
the bonifaces of course declined. Both pre-
pared spreads regardless of expense, but no
one appeared to ent the good things. One
of the hotelkeepers, after the manner of a
historical providore, went into the highways
and bye-ways, and brought in whoever chose
to partake of the marringe feast.”

A judgment summons case against a Post
office clerk, not now resident in Hokitika,
was heard by the Resident Magistrate, Mr.
FitzGerald, on Friday, during which, in
answer to a request that immediate payment
might; be enforced, the magistrate remarked
that an able-bodied laborer would have »
far betier chance of meeting his linbilities
than a Post-office clerk. ILis Worship ob-
sorved that Post-office clerks were by mno
means overburdened with heavy salaries, and
made an order for a reasonable monthly
amount to be paid.

Hokitika does not appear to be a haven of

bliss, according to the West Coast Times,
which says :—* We have scarlet fover in
every street, medical men worked almost off
their feet, by far the highest death rate in
tho whole colony, and such an increase in the
number of funerals as to lead to the opening
of another establishment for the supply of
the ghastly requisites of those expensive
coremonies. Iurther, although we have no
official information on vhe subject, one
medieal man is said to Have fifty cases of
fever in his own practice, and another
admits that not only are his cages more
numerous than they were during the last
summer, but they are of a more virulent
type.”
Christchurch knows not its greatest men
Walking about unemployed is a son of Mark
Lemon, The genial editor of Punch, it will
be remembered, did not leave his family in
flourishing circumstances, and his eldest son
has come out here to seek his fortune. The
bearer of the name, Mark Lemon, will surely
not find any difficulty in getting a living.
In the humble capacity of railway clerk is,
o= was not long ago, a son of Charles Halle,
the well-known musican. Tor ought that I
know, there may be more such men here,
but these two instances are enough to show
that we are not without instances of the
vagaries of Dame Fortune.—Correspondent
Otago Guardian.

We understand that circulaps: were re-
cently addreseed to the officers’ commanding
Militia and Volunteer districts in the Middle
Tsland, informing them that - their services
would not be required after the end of July
last. If the Government (remarksa Sou-
thern contemporary) have made up their
minde that in the interest of economy the
Voluwteering system should be brought to
an end they will possibly find themselves
supported by a large majority of the Iouse,
but knowing as they must have ' done six
monthe ago that the salaries of these oflicors
were to bo discontinued, they most certainly
should have informed them of what was pro-
posed. Instead of this they have been guilty
of an uncalled for and} wanton piece of
cruelty in waiting until the lest moment, and
then giving them notice that in four or five
days time their pav would cesse. The House
will surely not tolerate an act of unfarness
80 gross as this.

The Wanganui Chronicle reports that a
number of male vagrants are roamir g about
the Wanganui streets,

The quarterly election of officers of the
Napier Pioneor Lodge. No. 26, I.O.G.T.
took placeon Wednesday in the Rechabiteand
Templar Hall, HEmerson-street, when |the
following officers were installed by L. D.
Bro. Stevens, assisted by P.W.C.T. Bro.
W.N. Grinlinton, and W.C.T. Bro. Higgs
of Ark of Friendship Lodge :—Bro. Jas. 8.
Master, W.C.T. (re-elected) ; Bro. E. Cor-
bett, W.V.T.; Sis. Berriman, W.C. ; Sis.
————, WS8.; Bro. . Martin, W.AS.;
Bro. G Boegs, W.T.; Bro. R. P. Brydone,
W.F.S.; Bro. F. Holline, W.M.; Bro.
Ryder, W.D.M.; Bro. Storkey, W.1.G. ;
Bro. B. Palmer, W.0.G.; Sis. B, A,
Warren, W.R.H.S.; S8is. A. Robinson,
W.LH.S.; Bro. G. Trimmer, P.W.0.T.
The above Lodge is progressing very favor-
ably on the whole. During the last quarter
there were three sisters, and 13 brothers
initinted into the Order, and fresh members
are flocking in nightly to join its ranks.

It is understood that the Hou, Mr.
Ormond will bring down his Public Works
Statement at an early date in order that
members may be placed fully in possession
of the Government proposals as to addi-
tional works for which the new loan o
£2,000,000is recommended.

A serious accident took place at Picton on
Monday week to a son of Mr A, P. Seymour.
The boy was standing with the butt of his
gun resting on the ground and his left hand
upon the muzzle, when it went off and the’
bullet piorced through the knuckles, tearing
the flesh from the fingers and passing
through the rim of his hat. The escape
from death was of the closest description.

A fews days since, Mr Meyers, of the
Otaio, lost three valuablo draught horses,
they having dropped down dead suddenly
while in harness. It is supposed, says the
“Waitangi Tribune,” that some sheepwash
had fallen on straw, and the animals had
eaten thereof. ,

Mr. Passmore is said to have written an
able reply to the slurs cast on him by the
Commissioner on the Auckland railways.
whose report the Government withheld. '
The production of Mr. Passmore’s letter will
be moved for in the House at an early date.

We understand that another Penny
Reading will be given in the Hall of the
Athenmum on Mondav evening next.

A man mamed Spencer was on Thursday
brought before His Worship the Mayor
charged with having been unlawfully Jast
night on the premises of Mr Massey
Hutchinson. and was sent to prison for 14
days. Spencer informs the police that he
was formerly in the Mount View Lunatic
Asylum, and that the authorities at Welling-
ton had paid his passage to Napier. The
police are now making diligent enquiries as
to the truth of Spencer’sstory, We our-
selves have often noticed the man’s name in
the police reports of the Wellington papers
as being brought up for drunkenness and a
vagrant, If Spencer’s statement is true, it
certainly reflects no credit on the officers in
Wellington to pay for the passage of theiwr
vagrants to this or any other part of the
colony. We recommend the police
authorities to return him from whence he
came, ticketed “Not Wanted,”

My Macandrew has moved in the House a
series of resolutions as to the opening up of
more railway lines in the Otago distriot.
The Government oppose the scheme on the
ground that it was not a Colonial one,
Messrs Seymour and Curtis advocated the
construction of & main line through the
north of the Middle Island, The discussion
was altogether prematuve, as the Minister of
Public Works has not yet made his state-
ment,

Nupier has the veputation of enjoying a
splendid climate, but we cannot fully realise
what' we do enjoy without making a com-
parison between the weather we have here
and that which other places on this coast
have to suffer, For instance, onWednesday,at
Castlo Point, snow was lying thickly on the
ground to the very edge of the beach, and
on Tuesday, a bitterly cold gale, accompanied
by sleat, snow and hail, rendered the place
miserable.

As we surmised, Sir W, Fitzherbert will
not leave the Speaker's chair to take the
lead of the Oppositien. It is now thought
he has an eyec on the Agont-generalship,
This is far more likely, but we should ima-
gine after all ho would prefer the dignity
and ense of his present position. Mr Bunny
had much influence with Sir W. Fitzherbert,
when the latter gentleman was Superinten-
dent of Wellington, but the Speaker of the
House of Representatives is a far different
man to hocus.

The whole body of Colonial police whose
wages have been reduced have caused (says
the Buller Times) to be grateful to Sergeant
Moller, of Greymouth. The cute sergeant,
who had well learned his “dooties” under
the new regulations, was a witness in a civil
case at Greymouth the other day and was
placed in the box.; Hetook the book, but
pressed it not unto his lips until he had been
satisfied on one point, “Whao is to pay my
expenses ? asked the sevgeant, and (snys the
local paper) “the Bench, Bar, and British
public looked up in nstonishment, but the
Sergeant didn’c mind a bit, for he guietly

pulled out a book and quoted a clause in the
Oonstabulary Act whereby - he was en-
titled to elaim what he sought: The parties
to the suit submitted with a good grace to

this extra charge.”
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_ Wao undorstand that the members of the
Loyal Napier Lodge, have ncoepted an offor
from Mossrs Ashton and Swan to leaso the
Napier Oddfellows Ilall for a term of thirty
yoors, at an annual rental of £100. The
ossees  contemplato making nlterations and
thorwise improving the building, so s to
mect publio requiremonts in the mattor of
accommodation.

The Clork of the Waipukuran Road Board,
although in doubt as to the neoessity of carry-
ing out the instruction confained ina cir-
culnr forwarded by the CGovernment to the
chairmon of the Board, as to the gazotting
of newly-cleotod Wardens, sont a communi-

cation to the CGlovernmoent Printor on the
cubjoct, to which ho reecived the following
reply :—'* Hawke's Bay Ordinance does not

requiro Wardons to be gazetted: The praoc-
tico has been discontinued by the Colonial
Soorotary.—Cteorge Didsbury.

Tho amount given to old Provincial
officera ns componsation for loss of offico
through abolition amounts to £12,719. The
Tronsury is closed against giving any further
moneys.

T'he meeting of the Napier TLiterary So-
cioty at tho Trinity Church sohool-room was
woll attonded on Wednesday,  Several mom-
bers gavo rondings, recitations,&o. Noxt woek
Mr D. K. Davis promises to givo an essny
on Longfollow.

In tho Kstimates for tho current year,
there aro very fow incrcnses in salaries, tho
principal being £50 to tho Sccrotary for
Stamps, £200 to the Colonial Architect, £200
to tho Under-Secrétary for Crown Lands,
£206 for a now appointment of Record Clork
to the Inspector of Lunatic Asylums, £50 to
the Undor-Seoretary for Justice, £50 to the
Secrotary for Post Offices, £100 to the Post-
master, Wollington, and £350 for a new
appointmont of Inspector of Lighthouses
’II;w Hducation Eatimates total to £185,000,
inoluding £120,000 for grant to Boards,
caleulated on an average attendanco of 40,000
at £8 104 ench, less £20,000 revenuo from
reservos,  The Secrotary is to have £600
For Normal schools the vote is £6000, and
for snlavies of Inspeotors, £3000. The vote
for prizes for Colonial rifle shooting, pns-
soges of competitors, &e,, is altogether
omitted. In the miscellancous there is no
voto proposed for maintenance of the Govern-
mont stenmors,  £60 is down for apecimons
of New Zenland woods at Kew Musoum, and
£175 for tho travelling expenses of the Rosi-
dent Magistrate, betwoen Waikouiti and
Palmerston from 1867 o 1877. A vote of
£38000 is sct down as an honorarium to Sir
Julius Vogel for sorvices in England, and
£400 for a work on New Zealand grasscs,

An smusing econe (snys tho Post) occurred
in the House on Friday afternoon. The
Attorney-Ceneral (Mr,
auaworing o question put by Karaitiana as
to tho Native Lands Bill, spoke in accents
more sweet and melifluous than loud, and
when he sat down Mr. Lravers rose, and,
after o preliminary “hom,” addrossed tho
Speaker as “ Your Honor.” When the
laughter caused by this lapsus lingue had
subsided, Mr. Travors proceoded to submit
a polite requost to Mr Whitaker to speak o
little more loudly. e had not resumed his
sont & socond before Mr Whitaker solomnly
took the floor, and in plaintive acconts com-
plained that he did wish Me Travers would
spoenk up, a8 ho had not been able to catch
ovon the drift of the honorable members
remaorks, There was a grim irony in the
manner of the retort which appoared irre-
sistibly funny.

The Nelson Mail [quotes the following
as one of the latest devices of the Stamp
Department “ raising the wind : ”—Within
the last fow months a man died in Wel-
lington loaving a8 his sole executrix, a rela-
tion living in Nelson. The property was
small, being under £200, and tho ostato was
insolvent, there being a deficioncy shown
from the fivat of £46. Ono of tho assets was
o tool chest, which was valued at tho luizp
sum of £26, but this would not do for the
Stamp Department. No, the whole of the
tools must bo set out in detail, and a separate
valuo given to ench item.  Tho delay that
was thus caused in proving the will was a
sorious nunoyance to exocutrix, and the costs
in one way and another amounted to close on
£7, the groater part of which was entailed
by tho harrassing conditions imposed by the
Department.

The Wellington eorreapondent of a Wai-
rarapn paper writes :—Your Resident Magis-
trate, Mre H, 8. Wardell, has arrived bere
for tho purpose of conducting the business
of the Court during the illness of Mr Craw-
ford, Roports are in circulation regarding
the arrangément, one version of which is
that even although his recovery may be com-

loto, Mr Orawford will not again resume
Kin duties, snd that Mr Wardell, who is
known and respected to be a hard-working,
painstaking magistrate, will be offered the
position. L murely give you the report for
what it is worth, and with the full know-
Jodge that Mr Wardell's term of office will
soon expire when he will be entitled to ro-
tire on full Governmont allowanco.

Mr. W. Shanly has prosonted a silver
meodal to be shot for by the Napior Axtillory
Volunteers. The medal hos been designed
and made by Mr. Shanly. Its shape is o
Maltese Cross, having a medallion contre
containity the Queon’s hoad, encircled wi'th
a gold laurel wroath, Tho workmnnnliz
nn(T design rofleot the greatest orcdit on
Shanly.

Whitaker), whon|

 LATES? TELECRAMS,

CABLEGRAM.
[Revzer's Srecian 'r:].’m-:ss Aaency.]

LONDON.
August 4.

Money is firmer. Consols 95. Aus-
tralian securities steady. Wheat market
weaker ; Adelaide, 663 to 68,

Arrived—Glenlora and Loch Urr

August 6.

The Russians state their loss at Plevna
was only 5,000,

Osman Pasha's forces have been rein-
forced, and are now strongly entrenched
at Plevna,

The Russians are encamped six miles
cast from Plevna,

IMighting is still going on at Rasgrad.
The Russiang, after their defeat at Kske
Saghra, south of the Balkans, retreated
in disorder,

Sulieman  Bey
Kainbozha Pass.

Hobart Pasha is cruising in the Black

now occupies the

ea.
The expedition to the Caucasus has
been abandoned.
The relations between
Turkey are critical,

SINGAPORE.
August 8.
The Russians have evacuated all the
positions previously occupied by them
south of the Balkans, except the Seipa
Pass,
The Turks have reoccupied Kasanlik.

SYDNEY.
August 7.

Sailed—HEasby, for Melbourne.

Arrived—Rotorua and Arawata, also
Duchess of Edinburgh, from London.
The latter passed a derelict schooner
during the passage, but the weather was
too stormy to communicate with her.
She lis supposed to be an American
vessel.

Greece and

August 8.
In consequence of the defeat of Minis-
ters they have asked the House to pass an
Appropriation Bill, with the view to a
dissolution. Nothing, however, has been
decided in the matter yet.

INTERPROVINOIAL.
DUNEDIN.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
August 8.

Owing to the failure of the Auckland
Brigade to arrange a competition this
year, our Brigade intend taking steps to
send a team over to Vietoria next

ear. )

Mr Aitken, of Auckland, the author of
tho * Veritas " design for the Town Hall,
threatens the Municipal Council with an
action for compensation for loss of time
in preparing the same.

{‘hc Licensed Victuallers has called
the Council's attention to section 189 of
the Local Option Bill, which charges the
costs of taking votes under the Act
against the license fees collected.  The
Council agreed to the request, and Mr
Reeves is to bring under the notice of the
Government the undesirable nature of
the clause.

The Council unanimously agreed to
Mr Fish's motion to adopt the Municipal
Act in such a manner as there should be
no Mayoral election in November. Mr
Walters stated that that was the under-
derstanding of the late Council, but his
statement received a contradiction.

The Jockey Club had a very successful
meeting, The attendance was larger
than ever before known on account of
the interest in the election of a new com-
mittee. Despite the unusually large ex-
penditure of £8,208 during the year, the
Club commence this season with a credit
balance of £1,782. The Club was the
means of adding £240 to the Benevolent
Asylum fund. An effort to elect quite a
new committee was successful, only one
old member of it being returned.

August 9,

Mr. Brindley, of Christchurch, has been
appointed agent of the Victoria Insurance
company, vice Mears.

The steamer Koputai is to be pur-
chased by a Lyttelton firm,

The Good Templars have forwardedjto
Mr. Fox five petitions for his Bill, bear-
ing 6627 signaturee. 2260 are from
Dunedin and suburbs, 2085 from inland
towns, and 1092 are from Southland.

GISBORNE.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
August 8.
A Maori woman wag found dead on
the beach on Sunday. She had a tre-
mendous wound on the face, and all her

clothing had been stripped, excepting
her boots. She had just drawn a con-
siderable sum of money as her share of a
land purchase. At the Coroner's Inquest,
a verdicet of violent death was returned.
Dr. Howell, a medical practitioner
from Coromandel, comes to Gisbhorne

next week, when he commences to
practice.
i i
(PRESS AGENCY.)
AUOCKLAND.

August 7.
News received from the shore, near
North Cape, states that the whole of the
beach is strewed with wreckage for miles;
oranges by thousands. Doubts still exist
as to the identity of the wrecked vessel.
It is supposed to be from the South Sea
Islands. Ex-Governor Fergusson's ex-
yacht Blanche is some weeks overdue
from the Islands.
Avgust 8.
Sailed—Wanaka, at 5 p.m. Passengers

for Napier—Mrs Von Temsky and
family, Mrs Bishop, Messrs DBeaver,
Jobberns, Jackson, and Parker. Ior

Gisborne—Mrs Miller and family, Miss
Lawrence, and Mr Nolan.

WELLINGTON. .
August 8.
Arrived—Glenlyon, ship, from Lon-
don, 97 days out. No passengers. She
has a full cargo consigned to the New
Zealand Shipping Company. She had &
good passage to the Cape, but met aftér-
wards unsettled and stormy weather.
August 9.
A second theatre was opened last
night at Te Aro flat by Margetts and
Company. The house was crowded.

NELSON.

August 8.
A telegram to the Mail from Motueka
re Queen Bee, says :—“ The

the one in England. He believed it
would be self-supporting from fees
received. If the Government had no
intention to introduce such a measure, he
would bring in one himself, to which Mr
Travers had looked over the draft.

Mr Whitaker said the Government had
no intention to introduce such a Bill, but
;b}'(_)]l]lld assist Captain Russell's private

14,

PARCELS BY POST.

Oaptain Russell asked, whether the
Government will initiate a system of
parcel by post.

Mr McLean said he was aware the
system had been very useful, and would
take the matter into consideration during
the recess.

DEBATE ON NATIVE LANDS

BILL.

Mr Whitaker in a long speech moved
the second reading of the Native Land’s
Bill.

He was followed by Dr. Wallis and
Karaitiana, who both vehemently opposed
the Bill.

The House then adjourned and re-
sumed at 7.30.
AMENDMENT MOVED BY MR,

BALLANCE.
Mr Ballance's defection to the Op-
osition ranks on the Native Lands Bill,
as been expected several days. His

speech after the adjournment in oppo-
sition to the Bill was well delivered,
able, and statesmanlike. He concluded
by moving an amendment, that the Bill
was unsatisfactory, and should be with-
drawn in order to render it more in
conformity with the wishes of the House.
Also, that any measure introduced should
encourage bona fide settlement on limited
areas.

A SHELL IN THE MINISTER-

IALIST 'CAMP.

This was a perfect shell in the Minis-

terialist camp.

were still aboard when the boat left, it
being too dark to find the landing place.
There appeared to be no chance of saving
the vcssc}, her back being broken, and
she is bumping heavily.”

August 9.

The steamer Lady Barkly returned at
cight o'clock last night with a boat, in
which the mate of the Queen Bee came
to Motueka, and the following passengers,
who left the wreck in a lifeboat with three
A.B.'s and one ordinary seaman:—Mrand
Mrs Gibbs and infant, Misses Cheel (2),
Mrs Pearce, and Mrs Saunders. They
report that the ship made the INew Zea-
land coast on Thursday. She had dirty
weather to Cape Farewell, and that on
Monday night she was abreast of the light,
rounded to, and at midnight struck, the
light bearing N.W., and shewing red. It
was then near low water, and heavy seas
at once commenced to break over her,
and she bumped so heavily the men
could scarcely keep their legs. The mate
and four men left for Motueka as reported
at six.

The missing passengers and crew left
the ship, with the captain and officers and
two passengers, Helliard and Beckett, in
the gig. The lifeboat, with the pas-
sengers named above, and the cutter, with
Dr and Mrs Maunsell and two ¢hildren,
Misses [osbery (2), Mr Gibbs and five of
Mr Gibbs children, Messrs White and
Shartell, Mrs Cheel and son, one A.B,
and three ordinary seamen. The lifeboat
was much damaged in launching, and
while knocking off Awaroa, was picked
up by the schooner Merlin, and shortly
after transferred to the Lady Barkley,
which was refurning from the wrcci.
The captain of the Lady Barkley says
the ship is completely submerged, except
a portion of the starboard quarter. Had
she been 200 yards further out she would
have cleared the spit end.

Mrs Gibbs isin a terrible state of mind,
as a number of her family are in the mis-
sing boats, for which the Lyttelton and
Lady Barkley are now searching, the
latter having gone out again. The life-
boat was in such a damaged state that
she was abandoned.

Liarer.

There is no tidings yet of the missing
boats. The Lyttelton and Lady Barkley
are still out searching, and very great
anxiety is felt here. By direction of
Lloyd's agent the Queen Bee will be sold
by auction to-morrow morning.

PARLIAMENTARY,

WELLINGTON.
THE LAW OF COPYRIGHT.
August 8,
In the ITouse yesterday, Captain
Russell, in asking whether the Govern-
ment will introduce or support during
the present session a Bill to protect copy-
rights in the works of fine art, hoped "a
meagure would be introduced similar to

The a dment not being expected.

Mr. Whitaker turned as red as a tur-
key cock, and Ministers appeared deeply
affected.

Mr. Travers delivered a capital speech
against the Bill, but lost some notes, and
occasionally made painful pauses, while
referring to extracts. He created amuse-
ment by introducing extracts from native
reports with, and said, “ Sir,—What does
Mr. Locke say.” When he could not
find what Mr. Locke said, and had to pass
him, and the same with others. He
passed eulogiums on the memory of Sir
Donald M‘Lean,—who contributed more
than any other man to keep Ministers in
office,—and used the knowledge of native
affairs for the good of both races. But
in a little while, or e'er’ those shoes were
old with which his colleagues followed
his poor body to the grave, they brought
forward a measure to food the North
Island with bloodshed. He eriticised
the land purchase operations, and said
only 1,700,000 acres had been acquired
for £550,000. He spoke of land rings
even inside the House. He criticised the
Bill in a incisive speech, as dangerous to
the peace of the country.
APPEARANCE OF THE HOUSE.

After Mr. Travers finished, there was
a long pause ensued. Kverybody ex-
peeted the Government to put up speakers
to defend the Bill but there was no res-
ponse. Mr. Reid was deeply absorbed
in reading a Parliamentary Paper. Mr
M'Lean was looking disconsolate, Mr
Whitaker dejected, and Major Atkinson
savage, and Mr. Fox vigilant and
apparently only restrained from rushing
into the fray but for a prudent regard for
the Local Option Bill.

‘The Opposition whips were active,

Hoani jNahe got up and condemmed
the Bill, and said the Maoris would rather
haye their lands taken by the Turks and
Russians, )

Another long pause.

Loud cries for the Government.

Mr. Taiaroa said, if the Bill was
carried the Maoris had better set up a
flag of their own and call in aid from
some foreign power.

Ministers were putting their heads
together,—when Mr Stout deplored the
condition of the Government in not
being able to find a solitary supporter of
the Bill. They scemed to be a most
helpless lot.

GOVERNMENT REPLY.
Mr Reid, in a husky voice, attempted
to reply, but had to confess his ignorance

of the Bill. He general'v spoke in
favor of the suggestions o! Mr Bunny,
who, in opposing the Bill, ; ‘commended

that the Government cond:ist the sur-
veys, and then put up the la: ! to auction
with the consent of the nutive owners,
the cost of survey being dedicted from
the proceeds.

The Speaker here left the chair for
half-an-hour.

WARM DEBATE.

When the House resumed ! half-past
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ten, Mr Bunny said he would vote for
Mr Ballance’s amendment.

Mr Iislop taunted the (Government
with the adopting of Opposition opinions,
He challenged them to declgre how they
would regard the amendment. He enid
the Bill would be another Slaughter
House Bill to the Ministry: Would the
Government throw the entire responsi-
bility on Mr Whitaker, and thus affirm
the rumours that dissensions existed in
the Ministry.

MR. REES AND MR. ORMOND.

Mr Rees made another all-round at-
tack. e was very warm on Mr.
Ormond, and charged him with having
got clause 4 inserted in the Bill to con-
tinue clauses 12 and 14 of the Aect of
1869, so as to plucc ten natives, where
the ‘names were ingerted originally as
trustees, on an equality with larger
owners, and thus protect Mr Ormond’s
purchases, [Mr Ormond, during Rees's

_attack, sat something like a little Jack
Horner, biting his nails.] He charged
Mr Ormond with being a party to get-
ting natives to sign blank sheets of parch-
ment, in which the particulars afterwards
were inserted, and instanced Karaitiana's
case. I'he natives should be protected
from plunderers. He had been told the
Government supporters would vote for
this Bill, ho matter what arguments were
adduced, He solemnly appealed to the
Middle Island members to reject the
Bill, and avert a war. They ought? not
80 go into the lobby and vote like sheep.

r Macfarlane thought these words

ought to be taken down.

he Speaker asked if it was the wish
of the House.

Loud cries of “}No.”

The Speaker said he thought nothing
in the werds would warrant their being
taken down.

Mr Macfarlane bowed with mock
dignity to Mr Rees, and left the House.

r Rees spoke of Macfarlane's tender

i and wel d it as a good
sign. He concluded by advocating the
sale of land in small blocks for bona fide

‘settlement.

Mr Kelly (Taranaki) moved the ad-
‘journment,

Mr J. C. Brown nrged a division.

The debate was adjourned at a quarter
“to twelve until Friday.

The House then adjourned.

The Government, meantime, will have
.anopportunity of working up replies, and
possibly gaining the votes of some

- waverers.
IMMENSE PETITIONS.

Mr Fox has presented petitions in
favor of the Local Option Bill from
4,600 Auckland people, and the same
number of others from various parts of

~the colony ; also, a petition signed by
the Rev Peter Mason on behalf of the
Presbytery; and also petitions from
Kaikoura, Rangiora, and the Grey
Valley. The aggregate signatures are
. about 10,000.

Mr Fox intimated when the second
reading of the Bill comes on, he would
. ask for its postponement until to-morrow.

WILSON'S PETITION.

The Wilson—Rogan report, not
having been laid on the table, Colonel
Whitmore will move for the original
document to-day.

It is suspected Dr. Pollen is purposely
delaying the report until a late period of
the session.

The representatives at the Municipal
Conference waited on the Premier to-day,
who promised to consider their recom-

- mendations.

The Premier said deductions from the
subsidies had been more than necessary.
The expenses had not been so great as
expected, the balance would be refunded
to the Municipalities.

NATIVE PETITION AGAINST
LAND COURT BILL.
August 9.

In the House yesterday, Mr Karaitiana
presented a petition from Renata Kawepo

_and 1022 others against the Native Lands
Court Bill; also, a petition from 222
patives of Hawaiki against the Bill.
DEBATE ON NAPIER ENDOW-
MENT BILL.

Mr Sutton moved the second reading
of the Napier Endowment Bill. The
land was an endowment of only two
acres, and lay close on a road. In 1860
the land was granted for the use and
endowment of g)c Napier Harbor Board,

“but in 1870 a Bill was passed which left
this picce out. It was a long narrow
piece of land which ought to be granted
to the Municipality if of no use to any
other body.

Mr Bowen hoped the hon. member
would agree to adjourn the sccond
roading, as the matter was in dispute in
Napier. i

Mr Sutton suggested that the Bill be
read a second time and committed, which

- was opposed.

The Speaker said that the Bill was an
all important one. It was proposed to
transfer land from one body to another,
therefore it should be carefully con-
sidered.

Mr (tisborne raised the question as to
whether the Bill should not be properly
brought down by message from the
Governor.

T'he Speaker said it was not necessary.

Mr. SBheehdn moved an adjournment
of the debate for a fortnight. “Tle thought
there” was a mistake in the Bill, and
would shew, from papers in his posses-
sion, that the Bill as it stands will not
cffect the proposed object.

Mr. Sutton suggested that the second
reading be adjourned for a week—a fort-
night was rather long.

Mr. Gisborne said, if the land was not
Crown land, it must be private property,
and the Harbor Board ought to have
proper notice in order to represent their
case. IHe suggested that the Bill be re-
ferred to the Committee on Private Bills.

Captain Russell said he had received a

telegram from the Harbor Board urging |

him to oppose the Bill. He was in-
formed that the land was originally
vested in the Harbor Board, but owing
to a change in the railway that piece had
been excluded. He would support Mr.
Sheehan's amendment.

Mr. Sheehan considered a fortnight's
adjournment not unreasonable. He
would support the Bill if found fair and
reasonable. He believed the session
would be a long one, and there would be
plenty of time to consider it.

The Speaker said he would look into
the Bill with a view of seeing whether it
wag necessary to refer it to the Private
Bills Committee.

Mr. Sutton moved that the Bill be ad-
journed for a week, but Mr. Sheehan's
motion wag carried on the voices.

CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS
BILL IN COMMITTEE.

The House was all last night in Com-
mittee on the Charitable Institutions
Bill.  The whole afternoon and evening
sittings were practically wasted.

Clauses one and two were passed with-
out amendment.

The Committee stuck at clause three.

Sir G. Grey fired off the first shot by
stating that, under the third' clause,
there was nothing to prevent fifty Mor-
mons sending £50 from Utah, and com-
pelling the State to aid them to found
an institution for destitute girls. He
characterised the clause as under the
denominational system.

The Hon. Donald Reid, in charge of
the Bill, was subjected to a running fire
from all sides. He appeared not well up
in the Bill.

Mr. Wakefield “chaffed "Mr Reid on
giving a totally different interpretation
of the Bill from that given by the
Attorney-General. He wondered how
any two Ministers could meet each other
anywhere without blushing.

MR WHITAKER SENT FOR.

Mr Reid® sent in a hurry for Mr
Whitaker, who rushed to the rescue.
He made a slashing speech in reply to
the attacks on the Bill. He said Minis-
ters were fortunate in being able to
blush. Mr Wakefield could not raise a
blush if his life depended on it.

Mr Gisborne thought the clause should
be recast, and moved the Committee
report progress, He argued the Bill
would enable any fifty persons, becoming
managers, to have a hospital endowment
vested in them,

Mr. Rees pointed out that while Mr.
Reid eaid the Bill would deal with
the existing voluntary institutions, Mr.
Whitaker afterwards eaid everybody who
took this view must be a lunatic. There-
fore Mr. Reid must be a lunatic, on Mr.
Whitaker’'s own shewing. Mr. Rees
compared Ministers to a patent revolvin
gun, which fired amongst friends nnﬁ
foes alike.

Mr. Shechan chaffed Mr. M‘Lean for
saying, the Dunédin Hospital only thrived
when a man with a broken leg became an
inmate. He recommended the Ministry
to take in some one with a broken leg.
One of the Mayors at the Conference,
formerly a member of the House, who
voted for abolition, had said at the ban-
quet that the Government had not treated
them well. The fact was he did not get
thirty pieces of silver. It was a pity he
did not follow the example of Judas
Iscariot, after he got the thirty pieces.
He compared the Ministry to the Russians
in danger of being cut off from their base
of supplies.

Mr., J. B. Brown moved that the
Speaker leave the chair.

On a division, the result was ayes, 24 ;
noes, 37.

The Oanterbury members walked into
the lobby with the Government.

THE GOVERNMENT CHAL-
LENGED.
Sir @. Grey challenged the Govern-

ment to declare whether they would
ugmlul or fall by the denominational prin-
ciple,

Mr. Reid said if the Government could
not secure managers, it would not be
denominatjonal.

My, Gisborne proposed an amendment,
making the clause apply to institations
partly supported voluntarily, and partly
by public funds.

After a long debate, progress was re-
ported, and the House adjourr.ed at 12.10.

- Latest Political News.

WELLINGTON.
August 8,

It is reported that Mr G. I. Barton,
the barrister, has intimated to the Go-
vernment his intention to apply for a
Parliamentary inquiry into the conduct
of Chief Justice Prendergast. The
charges are of undisguised hostility to
Mr Barton, as a barrister, and going out
of his way to injure and insult the firm
of Barton and Fitzherbert. Some of
the accusations are of a very serious
character.

The Ministry this morning appealed to
Mr Ballance to withdraw his amend-
ment, and permit the Native Lands Bill
to :be read a second time. Ministers
promise to introduce in Committee
clauses in the ' direction suggested by
amendment.

Mr Ballance is favorably disposed if
the Government give a direct assurance
in the House.

The whips, meantime, are hard at
work.

Ministers have also appealed to Mr
Woolcock to accept an amendment, or
withdraw his vesolution, but he refuses.

Ministers have been in Cabinet over
the situation all day.

Tt is generally believed there is a
majority against the Government on the
Land Court Bill.

August 9.

Our special eorrespondent interviewed
Mr Ballance, and learned that he is de-
termined to press his amendment on the
Native Land Courts Bill to a division.

He will not aceept the proposed com-
promise that the Government will intro-
dnce liberal amendments in Committee.
Mr Ballance thinks the Bill incapable of
amendment.

The Government must withdraw the
Bill, and draft an entirely new one.

This is just what the Government will
not do if it can possibly effect any com-
promise, and hold their seats.

It is stated in well-informed circles
that if the Bill passed, agents are ready
to spread themselves over the North Is-
land in the interest of the land-sharks.
It is rumored that a regular speculative
campaign is prepared. The big land

jobbers are fortunately excluded from the

lobbies, and are waiting cap in hand
without, but many honorable land-sharks
are doing the business within the charmed
circle.

The division on Mr Ballance's amend-
ment is expected to be close. Those who
saw Ministers to-day think they feel
their position shaky.

Reliable informants give the following
clear statement of Mr. Fitzherbert's posi-
tion :—irst, he cannot, consistently with
traditional dignity to the Speakership,
resign so early and throw himself into
the arms of the Opposition ; second, he
is getting too old and fond of his ease;
third, the only unsatisfied aspiration is
the Agent-Generalship; fourth, if he
consents to take the lead it must be
proved to him that the Opposition has a
majority and licked into shape, and it
would be with an object of reconstruc-
tion at the end of the session, and retir-
ing into the Agent-Generalship.

There is a strong feeling in influential
circles if a new Ministry 18 formed this
session, it should be an entirely new
Ministry. The old Tight Barnacles
must no Jonger oracularly rule the roast.

SCEPTICISM AND FREE
THOUGHT,

Sir,—A short time since, I noticed that
some observations fell from Mr Sidey
concerning the encouragement afforded
by the Press to scepticism and free
thought ; the reverend gentleman also
alluded in bitter terms to the falling away
of certain of his congregation, and to
their hankering after strange gods. This,
of course, is very much to be deplored ;
but may [ be permitted to ask, is it to be
wondered at? The Presbyterian Church
is not a church of charity; its hard
Calvinistic doctrines are calculated to
frighten all those Christians whose bumps
of self-veneration are feebly developed.
The Rev D. Macrae, of the Presby-
terian Church, Giouroch, has been one of
the first to discover that the god of the
Church to which he belongs is nothing
more nor less than a Moloch, who de-

et s
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lights in the sufferings of the creatures
he has made; and Mr Macrae has
fluttered the Elders of the Presbytery
in their dovecots to some purpose.
Speaking of the Confession™ of the
Church, he says:—

The Confession teaches that God, for His
own glory, has predestinated some men to be
saved, but that all the rest of mankind He
has predestinated to damnation and ever-
lasting torment in hell.

Tt teaches that Grod has absolutely and
unchangeably fixed the very number, so that
not one of them (the non-elect) can be
brought over to the ranks of the saved, preach
to them and pray for them as you will.

Tt teaches that nmone are redeemed by
Christ but the elect only.

Tt teaches that the rest of mankind are not
only unable to believe in Christ, and beyond
his power to redeem, but are brought into
the world utterly unable to help themselves.

It teaches that God hardens them, with-
holding the grace by which they might have
boen enlightened in their undorstandings
and wrought upon in their hearts.

Tt teaches that, by reason of the sin of
Adam, apart from any fault of their own,
they come into the world wholly defiled in
all the faculties of soul and body, utterly
indisposed, disable, and opposite to all good,
and wholly incliued to all evil:

Tt teaches that because of this sin, which
they could not and cannot help, they are
bound helplessly over to the wrath of God
and the eurse of the law, and so made sub-

jeot to epiritual, temporal, and eternao

death.

It teaches that even in heathen lands,
where they have never heard, and therefore
never had an opportunity of accepting the
Grospel, they connot be saved, no matter
how earnestly they may frame their lives
according to the light of nature, or the laws
of that religion which they profess.

It teaches that if they do wrong it is a
sin, and they are damned all the same. If
they turn to the one hand, it is bad ; if they
turn to the other, it is worse, If they obey
the law of God, it is sin ; if they disobey, it
is worse than sin.

And after death, according to our Stan-
dard, they are all cast 1into hell, there to
endure for ever and ever unspeakable tor-
ments of soul and body as longs a God
Himself shall exist.

It teaches that of the countless myriads
who have died in infancy, only the elect are
saved.

Tor the non-elect, young and old, it has
but the fate of unending and unspeakable
torments of hell.”

There is the teaching of a religion of
love specially adapted to those sublime
beings; who,

Floating secure upon their planks of

race.
chucklg at the idea of the surrounding
world drifting on to “damnation and
everlasting torment in hell.”

What wonder that cohgregations fall
away, and that newspapers encourage
free thought.—I am, &ec.,

AN Ex-PRESBYTERIAN.

Napier, 28 July, 1877.

—_—

THE LOCAL OPTION BILL.

Sir—Your leading article of Saturday
last contains the following statement : —
“ We should mention that every man of
twenty-one years, and every girl of
eighteen summers, shall be an adult for
the purposes of this Local Option Act.”

T cannot easily understand how you
could fall into such an error if, as you
say, you wrote with a copy of the Bill be-
fore you. The fourth clause is surely
plain enough :—* Every man and woman
of the age of twenty-one years shall be an
adult for the purposes of this Act.”
Further, you will find that, under the
thirteenth clause, any ¢ girl of eighteen
summers” who should attempt to record
a vote under the Act, would be liable to
imprisonment for any period not exceed-
in%‘ six months.

t is only due to your readers that you
should exercise reasonable care in pre-
paring abstracts of public documents, the
originals being in the hands of only a few,
while the newspapers ‘are read by all.—
I am, &c.,

R. Couvrranp HaRrpiNG.

ier, 3th Augusi, 1877.

e have seen a copy of the Local
Option Bill that was sent to Mr. Harding;
our own copy, received from the Govern-
ment Printer, is now before us. The
two differ. We would ask, is it possible
that the contemptible dodge has been
resorted to of distributing one Bill for
the public, and another Bill for the
House, both purporting to be the same ?
It looks uncommonly like it,—Ed. W.M.]

Na

A end story from New York is thus re-
ferred to by ¢ ‘Atlas™ in the World :—Mony
of my readers will remember the unfortunate
actor, Walter] Montgomery, who shot him-
self on his wedding-day a few years ago. It
appears that his widow married again, after
aninterval. Her busband deserted her ; and
I now lenrn that she has died in a hospital
in New York, after passing through almost
every conceivable stage of suffering and
degradation short of crime,
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Shipping  Intelligence,
PORT AHURIRL

ARRIVALS,
August.
2—Wanaka, s, from Wellington and
Southern Ports, Passengors—Mosdames
Harrigon, Hodge, and Blair, Miss Blair,
Mossvs Reardon, Blair, Beal, Dickson,
Lovien, Blackmore, soveral steorage, and
u fow for the north
4-—Southern Cross, s, from Auckland.
Passongors—Mr and Mrs Ford and 2
children, Mra MoCrea, Mossrs. Banks
und several in tho stoorage.
b—Jano Douglas, s.8., from Auckland via
Gisborne.  Passengers—Mr and Mrs
Mille, Miss Hadden, and My M‘Leod
6—Tairy, .8, from Moonngiangi.
7—Orpheus, schooner, from Mercury Bay
7—Result, a.8., from Wairon via Mohoka.
Passongora—4 nativoes,
7—Manain, p.s., from Wairon. Passengers
—Miss Walsh, Mossrs. Boyd, Carter,
and Ingram,
7—Mary Wadloy, three-masted schiooner,
om Iobartown,
8—Opotiki, schooner, from Poverty Bay.
8—Storm Bird, s.s., from Wellington, Pas-
sengors—Ono lady and Mr Parker.
8—~Columbia, schooner, from Lyttelton,
8—Venus, ketch, from Mercury Bay.
9—Kiwi, .5, from Wellington via Castle
Point.  Passengors — Miss Prattloy,
Moessrs Cable, Burton, Carr, Marten,
Sullivan, and 10 steernge.
9—Janet, ketch, from Lyttelton.

DEPARTURES
August,

3—Storm Bird, s.s, for Wollington.  Pas-
sengors — Messrs Romback, Samuels,
Smith, Iiggins, Mann, and 8 steerago

3—Wanaka, s.s., for Northern Parts. Pas.

sengors— Miss Harkis (2), Miss Tunks,
Miss Williams, Me P, Gow, Mr Mann,
Mra Naylor, Mr Naylor, Mrs Britten
and 2 children, Mr Holmes, Mr Bergen
My Fair, Mr Webb, Miss Bannister,
Miss Bourke, Hapi, Amelin, FPera,
Mr Holmos, My Hartehorn, Mrs Harri-
son, Messrs, Ruddy, Kirk, Woon,
Raino, Gordon, IHarris, Spencor, Miss
Bright, Mr and Mrs KEllis and 3
children, ;

5—Manaia, p.s., for Wairoa

5—Result, 8.8, for Moheka and Wairon

6—Southern Cross, 8.5, for the Thames and
Auckland.  Passengors—DMossrs  Cor-
coran, Stread (2), Meyers, and one
stecrage.

7.—~Mary Ann Hudson, keteh, for Mohaka,

8—Jane Douglus, ss., for Poverty Bay.
Passengors — Mossrs  Locke, Tucker,
Loughran, 2 natives, and 2 children,

RN

The a.s. Storm Bird took in a full cargo of
wool, tallow, and sheepsking, and sailed for
‘Wollington, at 11.80 a,m. on Friday.

The s.8. Jane Douglas, Captain Frasor, ro-
turned from Auckland and Gisborne on
Sunday morning early. During her stay in
Auckland sho has been thoroughly cleaned
and newly painted, has had her shaft and

ropellor examined, and new bushos fixed.
Bho brought a full cargo to Ghsborne,
and about 10 tons for Napier. Capt. Frasor re-

orts the Wanaka and Protty Jano as haviug
oft Povorty Bay for Auckland at noon on
Saturday.

Tho steamers Manaia and Result both left
onrly on Sunday morning, the former for
‘Wairoa, and the latter for Mohaka and Wai-
ron. Both kad full cargoes, but not many

assengers in  either steamor.  Captain

obert Baxter is at present in com
mand of the Result, during Captain William
Baxter's indisposition.

The 8.8, Southern Cross is under command
of Capt. Carey this trip, Capt. Holmoes hav-
ing been obliged to remain in Auckland
through indisposition.

There is a channel forming on the east
side of the bar and there was on Saturday
five foot of water on it.

The 8.8, Southern Cross, Capt. Carey,
stoamed out of the harbor about 1 p.m.
on Monday. She was detained a short time
in the Bay to enable the Sir Donald to take
out & load of sheep, as the Pilot deewed it
better than shipping them at the wharf, there
not being suflicient water on tho westward
side of the bar.

The ss. Fairy, Capt. Campbell, was en-
abled to discharge tho whole of hor cargo
this trip on the Conast.

The throo-masted schooner Mary Wadley,
Oaptain Balle, arrived at the anchorage
on Tuesday, having been 18 days on the pas.
sugo from Hobartown, Tler curgo consists
of hardwood, timber, palings, jam, and
fruit, and comes consigned to Mr, J. H.
Vautior.

The steamers Manaia and Result both r o
turned from Wairon on Tuesday, with full
cargoes of maize. The latter stenmer came
straight insido about 8 p.m.on Tuesday, and
the lgunuin waited outside (till Wednosday.
Woe notico Mr Light is no longer engineer
of the Mannia, This will be much regretted
by the constant travellers in this stoamer, as
by his kind disposition and urbanity of man-
nor ho has seoured the principal number of
passengors. tlo has been succeeded by Mr
Jameson, late of the Result, and Mr Nasmith,
Junr,, is now in tho Result,

‘The schooner Orpheus arrived on Tuesday
with a oargo of sawn timber from Mercury

Bay. She beirg two days on the passage up,
ond threo days coming to Napior.

The schooner Opotiki, Capt. W Harris,
arrivod in the bav about noon on Wednes-
day from Poverty Bay.

The 8,8 Storm l]ir({, Capt, Doile, arrived
at tho wharf about 8 on Wedneoday, having
made the passage from Wellington in 24
hours. She encounterod a very severe hail
storm when betweon Cape Turnagain and
the Kidnappors. She had a tolerably good
cargo, but only two passengers.

'ho s.&, Kiwi, nrrived in the bay carly
on Thursdoy. She called at Castle Point
and landed cargo and passengers, She has
about 60 tons of cargo for this port, and
about 16 passengers. Captain Campbell
reports fino weather on the passage up.

The ketoch Venus has a cabgo of timber
from Mercury Bay.

The schooner Columbia has a cargo of
onta for Mr Vautier. She left Lyttolton the
samo day ns the ketoh Janet, and beat her
24 hours on the run,

‘Wo hear that Capt, Fairchild has assumed
command of the Government steamer Stella,
the Hinemoa having been laid up, this is to
be regretted as it puts Capt. Bendall out of
a command,

Captain Kennedy is in temporary com-
mand of the s.s, Hawen, and it is rumoured
in maritimo circlos that probably Captain
Wheelor will be appointed Harbor Master
at Nelson vice Captain Cross, who is about
to resign. |

The Sir Donald did not tow in the Mary
‘Wadley on Wednesday on account of the
heavy wind that blew at the proper time of
the tide, She however managed to tow in
the schooner Opotiki and keteh Venus, after
casting off the Bputiki's tow line when in
mid-channel, the Sir Donald nearly fouled
the ferry boat that was crossing the harbour
containing, besides the ferry man, two pas-
songors and having two horses swimming
astern. At one time a collision scemed
almost inevitable, and was only prevented
by tho ferryman going astern out of the
steamer’s way, in our opinion the ‘captain of
the Sir Donald ought to have steered his
steamer round to the westward, which would
have provented his running almost stern on
to the breastwork. Fortunately mot much
demage has been done to the Sir Donald,
we, however noticed the carpenters repairing
damage to her bow on Thursday. The pas-
sengers in the ferry boat had a very narrow
escape of being ran down,

Tho principal consignees of the cargo in
the Queen Bee wore Messrs, Kinross, Stuart,
‘Watt, Newton, Neall& Close, and Tuxford
besides a few private packages: .

It appears to be protty generally known,
snys tho Taranaki Herald, that tho U.S.S.
Company have dispensed with the services
of Oaptain Lloyd, late of the s.s. Wellington,
No one, we understand, has been appointed
in his place, as the Wellington, for a time at
lenst, is to be laid up. It is to be hoped the
Company does not contemplate permanently
reducing tho number of steamers on this
line.

It appoars (says the Wellington Post) that
in the account given of the late great ocean
race from Now Zealand to England, only the
two of tho competing vessels which sailed
from Lyttleton were noticed, viz, the Oru-
sader, (which was alloged to have made the
run Home in 656 days, thus cclipsing o
provious years), and the Rangitikei. It
seoms now, however, that the Crusader in
reality was 67 doys from land to land, and
70 from port to port; whereas her rival, the
Rangitikei (which had made the outward
voyage in 67 and 70 days respectively), took
80 days on this ocension, starting a day after
the Orusader,  But the Otaki, which left
Port Chalmers a day after the Orusader left
Lyttleton, was forgotten, and she proves to
have beaten both the others by reaching the
English Channel in 63 days from Now Zen-
land, and arriving in port on the same day
as tho Crusader. Thus the famous run of the
Oliver Lang in 1857 of 66 days land to land,
and 68 days port to port, is-even yet not
beaten.  The quickest passages by sailing
vossels betweon Melbourneand Londoawere,
we believe, 59 days out by the Thermopylew,
and 67 days Iome by the Lightning.

SUPPOSED WRECK OF THE
QUEEN BEE.

Wo have been kindly favored by Mr
Kinross with a perusal of a telogram re-
ceived on Wednesday by him from the Agents
of the Queen Beo at Nelson, in which it is
stated that it is feared the Queon Bee is
ashoro at the Iarewell Spit, Nelson. A
large portion of the vessel's jcargo is con-
signed to Napior.

Sinoe the above was in type, wo havo re-
ceived the following from the Press Agonoy :
~~On Tuesday Edwards and Co. received the
following telegram from Motucka :—* The
ship Queen Boo struck the Favewell Spit
last night. She had ton feet of water in her
bold when we left. Send assistance imme-
dintoly.” No further particulars are yot
known. The steamers Lyttelton and Lady
Barkloy were at once despatched to the
assistance of the Quoen Bee. She has thirty
passongers, and a large cargo for Nelson,

ALLEGED MURDER OF A SHIP
CAPTAIN,

An extraordinary rumor gained in  Mol-
bourne to the effect that foul play had taken
place rocently on board the British ship
Alumbagh, lately lying at Queenscliff. The

former commander of the vessel, the late

—— -

Captain Pratt, is the alleged victim, and it
is further stated that Captain James Hogg,
the succeeding master, was also in danger of
losing his life. The Alumbagh, under the
command of Captain Pratt, arrived at Ade-
laide on the 16th of March last, with a large
numberof emigrants from London. Incharge
of the same master, she sailed on the 10th
May for Newcastle, and during this voyage
Oaptain Pratt died and was buried at sea.
Tho duty of managing tho vessel then de-
volved upon the chief officer, Fredrick Abing-
ton, who brought her to Newcastle ou the
6th of June. It was said the deceased cap-
tain had been drinking rather freely, and
that this had resulted in or facilitated his
death. Captain Hogg was soent on from
Adelaide to fill the vacant post, and on the
8rd July the Alumbugh left Newcastle with
a cargo of coals for India. On Saturday
last, however, sho put in at Queenscliff’ for
the purpose of landing Captain Hogg, who,
it was alleged, was not in a fit state for re-
taining command. Whilst the ship was lying
at Queenscliff, until matters might be ar-
ranged by Moesers Holmes, White, and Co.,
the Melbouune agents of the owners, the
Geelong police received a report that Capt.
Pratt hngdoon poisoned by his drink hav-
ing been drugged, and that Captain Hogg
hed been tampered with!in a similar man-
ner. Messrs Holmes, White, and Co., being
very desirous of having the matter thoroughly
sifted, havo afforded the detectives every faci-
lity in their power for doing so. They
brought about an interview between Capt,
Hogg, Abington (the chief officer), and
Detoctive Kennedy, at their offico in Wil-
liam streot. Captain Hogg said ho he had
0o charge to lay against any one, and ad-
mitted that he himself had been in fault.
Captain Hogg and Abington both sent io
their resignations, and Captain K. Moore,
formerly of the A. S. N. Company, was ap-
pointed to the command of the vessel, which
the police did not feel warranted in farther
detaining.

@ommerginl, ]

W OOL.
June 8, 1877.
Durixa the past week or so, there has been
a rather brisker tone, owing mainly to de-
mand for combing merino wools for France,
but it is questionable if it will last. Cross-
breds still keep very low, though this past
week news from Bradford has been rather
more cheerful. Thoe result of the Series just
brought to a close, is as follows—Inferior,
and average greasy, about level with closing
prices of lust sales ; fleeco, washed, about 1d
per 1b, and cross-bred, 14d per lb. lower,
For next Series, to commence early in
August, about 200,000 bales have already
arrived, and it is likely that 100,000 more
will arrive in time, and to which 60,000 of
withdrawals from the previous Series, and
that just over which brings the total avail-
ablo for August Sales up to a high figure.
If peace is sottled in the meantime, the ques-
tion will bear a difforent sspect, for present
values aro moderate, and although the wool-
len trade of Europe taken as a whole, is not
just now ina very flourishing state, still many
branches of it only require the stimulus
which peace would give to commerce gener-
ally, to gain fresh lilgu.
MURRAY, COMMON & CO.

POST OFFICE NOTICE.

MAILS CLOSE

For Wellington, Southern Provinces, and
Australian  Colonies, per Wanaka, on
Saturday, at 10 a.m.

For the United Kingdom, Contient of
Rurope, &c., via Suez and Brindisi, by
every opportunity to Wellington, where
tho mails closo on the 24th instant.

For Tiji, Sandwich Islands, America, United
Kingdom, Continent of Kurope, West
Indies, via San Erancisco, per (Rotorua,
on Saturday, 25th instant, at 9 p.m.

Money Orders and Registered Lettors will
close at 5 p.m. Book Packets and
Newspapers at 8 p.m. on 25th instant.

For the undermentioned places every Mon-
day, and Thursday, at 6,80 am, —
Clive, Hustings, Havelock, Te Aute.
Kaikora, Waipawa, Waipukurau, Dane-
virk, Norsewood, Tahoarite, Woodyville,
Foxton, Palmerston, Wanganui, Tara-
naki, Wellington and Southern Provin-
cos, &c., Wallingford, Porangahau,
‘Wanui, and Castle Point,

On the other days of the week, mails close
as usual, at 6.30 a.m.

J. Gruns.
Chief Postmaster.

BIRTH. .
Murrow.—At Napier, on August 3rd, the
wife of W, H., Murrow, of a son.
SRSV

MARRIAGES.

Minisr—Enser.—At Napier, on 28th July,
R. M. Miller, late Lieut. 83rd (Duke of
Wellington’s) Regiment, to Mary J.,

~ youngest daughter of Mr. A, Kdser.

Viuiers—MKAIN.—At Potane, on the 2nd
August, ot the residenco of the bride’s
mother, by the Rev., Father Reignier,
Mr. Charles Villers, of Potano, to Ro-
bina, fourth daughter of tho lato Mr,
James Buchanan M‘Kain,

ANSWER TO CORRESPONDENT:

—_—

J.A S.—(1) The verb “to grab” comes
from the Danish Greb, meaning to
scize suddenly. Yankee Girab is a game
that is played by two or more persons
with dice. There is also o game of cards
cailed Grab.  (2). We cannot give the
rules of either game. (8). You had
better apply either to.the Town Clerk
or to the Secretary of the Harbor
Board.

CHRONOLOGICAL MEMORANDA.

F'rom Auvcust 12 To Avcusr 18, 1877.

PHASES OF THE MOON.

First Qaartor...ccseeeveeavoen 16th August.

|

24 | Sun  [High Water
g 2| Anniversarics, &c. | G

g% R. | 8. AN | P,
12|S (11th-Sun. a. Trinity 7 1|6 918108 34
13{M 7 0/ 510 8 47( 9 12
14| T |Oasaubon b,, 1599 6 58| 6 10/ 9 88]10 3
15| W [Assumption B.V, Mary | 6 56 5 12(10 30(10 55
16| T [B. Aram ex., 1760 G 55] 5 14[11 23[11 48
17| F [Fredk the G. d., 1786 G 83| 5 15|— Of— 8L
18 8 [Earl Russell b, 1702 66151601 0 1 24

TO THE RATEPAYERS IN THE
WAIPUKURAU RIDING OF THE
COUNTY OF WAIPAWA.

N ENTLEMEN—AItho’ unsuccessful, it
would be ungrateful in me not to
return my best thanks to the large number
of Ratepayers, who have so heartily, and
at much inconvenience, supported my Can-
didature for the seat in the Council, on the
four occasions when the election was con-
tested.

More especially are my warmest acknow-
ledgments due for the votes given to me
at the last election, when I had the majority
both at Waipukurau and at Ashley Clinton,
and was only defeated by the influences
brought to bear against me at Onga Onga ;
the result of the whole election being the
small number of Zleven votes against me.

It is a satisfaction to me, greater than I
can well express, that the Poll showed un-
mistakably that I enjoy the confidence of
a large majority of the Ratepayers, (there
being about 90 for me, and 69 against me,)
and that I have been defeated solely by the
cumulative votes of a few large landowners
who combined against me. That savisfac-
tion is the greater, because it, proves that,
though personally unknown to almost all
the Small Settlers, who have been planted
on the wild spurs of the Ruahine, there to
struggle for existence, without any helping
hand to smooth their first attempts at set-
tlement, the principles announced in my
address have met with strong approval ;
and that too in spite of the misrepresenta-
tio::is,which were so industriously dissemin-
ated.

To the Ratepayers residing®in the vici-
nity of Waipukurau, who know me intima-
tely, and from whom I experienced an
almost unanimous support, I feel deeply
grateful for this mark of their continued
goodwill and confidence, in addition to the
many others which, I am proud to say, I
am constantly receiving at their hands.

Had T been so inclined it would have been
as easy to upset this last election as the
others, but T felt it would be causing too
much expenses and trouble to the Rate-
payers to ask them to come to the Poll a
fifth time. I hope that any temmorary
ill-feeting which may have arisen in the
course of this unusually protracted contest
will disappear without leaving any traces
behind.

In conclusion I venture to express my
entire conviction that the views which T
hold as to the taxation of the more favored
localities in the County for the purpose of
extending as far as possible, the same ad-
vantages to the outlying districts, are
bound to succeed, in spite of all interested
opposition,

I remain,
Gentlemen,
Your Obedient Servant,
H. R, RUSSELL.

J‘OHN M‘VAY,

SADDLER ' & HARNESSMAKER

Hastings-street.

The Cheapest House in tho Trade.

ONTEIL 'H,

Ld
Stock, Land Estate, and General ¢ cmmission
Agent, Waipukuraun.
Goods Stored and Forward 4,
Offices and Stores : Near the 1.ailway
Station.

" Mass will be éeTeBrVnE;ri;by the Rev, F,

Reignier next Sunday, 12th inst: ! in the

School-room, Havelock, at 11. a.m.
\
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BOYLAN

AND CO.,

HASTINGS-STREET,  NAPIER.

) ESPECTFULLY invites the attention of the public and especially to COUNTRY
R STOREAEEPEKS, to their Jarge assortment of N }g’W GOODS—

Builders’ Ironmongery—

‘WIRE and EWBANK’S NAILS. Rim and
Mortice Locks, Hinges Screws, Augers,
Adzes. PLANES, Levels, Gauges, Floor
COramps, Chisels, Gouges, Axes, Hatches,
Hammers, Gimblets, Spokeshaves, Saws,
g’lt and  Crosscut, Hand, Tenon, and

ompass), Door Springs, Sash Weights,
a Lines, and Pulleys, &c.
Brass Foundry—

Cornic Rings and ool Ends, Curtain Dands
and  Hooks, Cornice and Window
Brackets, Bolls, Sash, Table, and Case-
ment Fasteners, Hinges, Blind Furniture
Beer, Bottling, and Range Cocks, &o.

Agricultural Implements—
Hornsby’s and Ramsgons’ 1 and 2 Wheel*
Ploughs, Harrow’s Winmowing Ma-
chines, (Horse Powers) Wheat Mills,
Corn  Shellers, CHAFF CUTTERS,
(hand and horre power) , Coil, Plough,
Cart and Dog CHAINS, Hames, Grind«
stone, Draining and Grafting Tools,
Hedge, Pruning and Sheep Bhears,
Scythes, Sickles, Reap Hooks, Maull
Rings, Wedges, Fencing Wire, Steel-
*Ardu, GALVANISED WIRE T
ING, § to 2in. Mesh, Saddles, Bridles,
Girths, Spurs, &e.

BB Bar and Rod Iron—
Boiler Plate, Sheet Iron (black and galva-
nised), Anvils, Vyces, Spring, Shear,
Cast, and Blister STEEL, Horse Nails,
Files and Rasps, Portable Forges, Bel.
lows, Dray, and Buggy Axles, Iron Pipe,
HYDRAULIC WOOL PRESS.

Galvanised Corrugated Fron
Q.G. and 4 rd. Guttering, Down Pipe,
Ridging, Brackets, Spikes and Tubes,
SHEET ZINC, (plain and perforated),

Sheet Lead, WHITE LEAD, boiled and
raw Linseed, Colza, Castor and Kerosine
Oils, Paint Brushes, Sash Tools, Varnish,
Soft Soap, Raddle and Charcoal, Putty,
Colors, (dry and ground), Liquid Paint in
5 and 101b tins,
American Novelties—
Saws, Braces and Bits, Arkansas, Washita
and Pond Stones, Corn-shellers, Weighs
ing Machines, Sausage Machines, Ames,
Collins, and Day’s S, and L.H. Shovels,
Axes, Hatches, &e.

Furnishing Requisities—
BEDSTEADS, (single and double), Chil-

drens Cots, LAMPS in great variety,

Cooking, arlour and Office Stoves, from
308 npwards, Colonial Ovens, Fenders,
Fire Irons, HOLLOWARE, (tinned and
enamelled, Brushware, Tinware, Loor-
mats, Secrapers, Tubs, Buckets, Wash
and Knive Boards, Mangles, Wringers,
Portable Wasghing Boilers and Furnace
Pans, Charcoal and Flat Irons, Electro-
plate Tea and Coffee Pots, Quets, Butter
Coolers, Toast Raks, Cake Baskets,
Spoons, Forks, Tea Trays, Bells, Chan-
deliers, (gas andkerosine) in 2 to 8 lights

Cutlery—

Rodger’s, Lockwood’s and Johnson’s Table
and Pocket Knives, Steels, Knive Sharp-
eners, Scissors, Razors, Fleams Sheath
Knives.

Dairy Utensils—
Churns, Milk Pans and Seives, Butter Pats
and Prints, Scules, Wood Spoons, &c.

Sporting—
Single and Double~barrelled Guns, Sport-
ing and Blasting Powder, Fuce, Dyna-
mite, &c,, &e.

N.B.—Bovran & Co., are now SELLING OFF their entire
STOCK OF CROCKERY at and under Cost.

50 dozed GRANITE CUPS and SAUCERS, from 4s per dozen.

100
100

PLATES, from 2¢ 6d per dozen
CHILDRENS MUGS, from 2s per dozen

PRESERVE POTS in Nests, BARTHEN MILK PANS, TEAPOTS, from 1s each ;

TUMBLERS, from éd per doz,
to mention.

Also a large variety of Articles, too numerous

PIANOS AND HARMONIUMS

By all the celebrated English and French Makers, for Cash or on time-payment gystem:

THE FANCY DRESS BALL,

A the request of a large circle of our
readears, we give the list of the ladies
and gentlemen present at the ball that
took place on I'riday, the 3rd instant.

The ball was held in Messrs Kinross
and Co's new store at the Spit, which was
elegantly decorated,and brilliantly lighted
for the oecasion. The appearance of the
room, as the guests arrived about nine
o'clock, was highly picturesque, the
shifting and ever varying colors of the
costumes affording a most harmonious
and charming cffect. The scene would,
however, have been more strikingly
effective had the company heer more
numerous, the size of the room being

vite capable of accommodating another

gft couples. The costumes of both ladies
and gentlemen were, in many instances,
extremely well adapted to the physique
of the wearers, and in nearly all there
might have been observed a close atten-
tion paid to the details of the dressing of
the characters assumed. Amongst the
most striking of the costumes were those
of Mrs Burke, Mrs Stuart, Mrs Tabuteau,
and Mrs Locke. Mrs Burke, in the
character of a Polish peasant girl, had on
a black velvet jacket, trimmed with
gilver cord and tassels, overa white muslin
and Maltese lace bodice; an under skirt
of blue, over whish was a scarlet skirt
trimmed with silver fringe, and having
a border of silver fern leaves; cap of
gearlet plush and swan’s down. Mrs R.
Stuart appeared as ‘“BStarlight,” and
wearing a black net dress thickly studded
with silver stars, and on her head a
silyer tiara. Mrs Tabuteau’s dress as an
ancient lady of the 16th century was
faultlessly correct. Mrs Locke as Mary
Queen of Scots, was a Jiving picture.
,Mrs H. ©. Wilson assumed the character
of Marguerite, wearing a white and
blue merino dress, tanned leather satchel
and shoes.

Amongst the gentlemen the most
noticeable costumes were those of Messrs.
Burnett, Von Tempsky, Burke, McLean,
Ruddock, Eva, Ridings, and Moore. Mr

W. Burnett appeared as Louis XIII,
dressed in a black velvet shape, complete,
sashed, blue trimmings and silver lace,
with bat and plume. Mr Von Tempsky,
as Malcolm, was dressed in Anglo-Saxon
costume, strictly in accordance with
Kean's dressing of that character. Mr
Ruddock as a Polish peasanthad on black
velvet and amber braces over a lace shirt.
Mr Burke appeared as a Courtier of the
time of Charles IT with moroon velvet
dress; with white satin sashings, cloak,
hat and plume. Mr Allen McLean's con-
ception of King Duncan was perfect.
He wore a green velvet shirt trimmed
with ermine with scarlet robe, fleshings
and sandale, Crown and eceptre. T
Fva as Laertes was dressed in amber
ghirt, richly trimmed with black velvet
and bugles, cape and hat to match. Mr.
Riding took the character of Cassio and
wore a mauve Venetian shirt and cloak
with tights, hat &c. Mr E. Moore ap-
peared as Joseph Surface, in the School
for Scandal, and was dressed in a hand-
some brown costume of the period of
George I1I, with bag wig. Mr J. Fryer
also appeared as a gentleman of the same
period, his dress being blue and white.
Mr C. Kennedy as Don Caesar had on a
maroon jacket and trunks, slashed with
white satin, and silver trimmings with
cavalier hat.

We regret being unable to give more
than the bare list of the names of the
company and the characters assumed,
there having been no description of the
costumes furnished to the stewards.

The following were present :—

Lavres,
Mrs Brandon, Ambulance Nurse
Miss Brandon, Milkmaid
Miss Bower, Paquita (Girofle Gtiroflla)
Mrs Burkoe, Poligsh Peasant
Miss Browning, Japanese Lady
Mrs Banks, Columbia
Miss Banks, Rainrbow
Mrs Begg, Spanish Lady
Miss Bogg, Vivandidre
Miss J. Begg, Gitana
Mrs W. Birch, Yarmouth Fishwife
Mrs Brathwaite, Doctor of Medicine

Mrs Brown, Nurse

Miss Brown, Vivandidre

Mrs Burnett, Night

Mrs Bendall, Spanish Lady

Miss Buker, Roman Peasant

Miss Coleman, Mary Queen of Scots

Mrs Carlile, Doctor of Laws

Mrs Chambers, Lady of 19th Century

Miss Chambers, Union Jack

Miss M. Chambers, Lady of 17th Ceutury

Miss Donnelly, Archery

Mrs Klmes, Lucrezia Borgia

Mrs iva, Summer

Mrs Gillman, Marguerité

Miss Goudy, Wintor

Mrs Hoadley, Turkish Lady

Mrs J. P. Hamlin, Italian Peasant

Mrs Irvine, Lady of 19th Century

Miss Irvine, Spring \

Mrs Kennedy, Ludy of 19th Century

Mrs Locke, Mary Queen of Scots

Mrs De Lisle, lady-help

Mrs Lyndon, Queen of Hearts

Mrs M. R. Miller, Winter

Mrs K. Moore, Vivandidre

Mrs Newton, Lady of 16th Century

Mrs Rhodes, Spanish Lady

Mrs Randall, Swiss Peasgant

Mrs Rawlinson, Lady of 19th Century

Mbrs Rich, Morning

Mrs Sainsbury, Mother Hubbard

Miss Sutton, Queen of the May

Mrs H. W, P. Smith, Winter

Mrs Spencer, Parsce Lady

Mrs Shrimpton, Liberty

Mrs R. Stuart, Night

Mrs Tuke, Night

Miss Take, Croquot

Miss E. Tuke, Summer

Miss E. Taylor, Peasant of the Campagna

Miss L. Taylor, Tuscan Lady

Mrs Towgood, Quakeress

Mrs Tabuteau, Lady of 16th Century

Miss Walker, Folly

Mrs H. C. Wilson, Marguerit®

Mrs Withers, Vivandidre

Miss Watty, Gitana

Murs R. P, Williams, Morning

GENTLEMEN.

Mr 8. Begg, Barrister

Mr J. D, Bell, Diplomatic Uniform, No. 2

Mr F. Berkley, Negro Minstrel

Mr W. Bogle, Sailor

Mr S. G. Brandon, Capt. Napier Militia

Mr W. Birch, Sailor

Mr R. Brathwaite, William Tell

Mr W. Burnett, King Louis XIIT

Mr W. U. Burke, Cavalier

Mr J. W. Carlile, Gent. Temp. George I.

Mr W. W. Carlile, Othello

Mr A. L. Campbell, Italian Brigand

Mr F. O. Caldwell, Yachtsman

Mr J. Chambers, Junr., Apache Indian Chief

Mr H. Donnelly, ¥rench Count

Mr . W. Elmes, Turkish Dress

Mr A. R. Eva, Laertes

My R. Farmer, Fahey Eyening Dress

Mr J. A. Fryor, Gtent, Temp. George IV.

Mr J. Giblin, Smuggler

My J, K. Goudie, Neapolitan Fisherman

Mr A. F. Hamilton, Highland Dress

My O. B. Hoadley, Collegian

Mr A, J, D. Irvine, Tniform N.A.V.

Mr J. Gi. Kionross, Hunting Squre of the
old School

Mr Goldingham, Gientloman Jockey

Mr A. Kennedy, Hvening Dress

Mr O. D. Kennedy, Don Cxsar de Bazan

Mr K. J. De Lisle, Boatswain

Mr 8. Locke, Turkish Dress

Mr K. Lyndon, Fancy Evening Dress

Mr Lush, Paddy O'Rafferty

Mr A. McLean, King Duncan

Mr W. Mason, Clown

Mr M. R. Millor, Sir Roger de Coverley

Mr B. Moore, Gent. Temp. George 1V.

Mr T. K, Newton, Capt. Napier Militia

Mr I Newton, Sailor

Mr E. . Rich, Uniform Customs Landing
Waiter

Mr G. E. Ridings, Cassio

Mr W. Routledge, Capt. N.A.V.

Mr J. Rhodes, Capt. Napier Militia

Mr H. 8. Ruddock, Cavalier

Mr J. Rhodes, Junr., Military Undress

Mr G, E. Sainsbury, Negro Minstrel

Mr W. Shrimpton, Sailor

Mr A. St. Hill, Swiss Peasant

Mr W. I. Spencer, Regimental Surgeon

Mr R. Stuart, Garibaldi

Mr J. M. Tabuteau, Uniform Collector of
Customs

Mr A. Tiffen, Swiss Peasant

Mr H. 8. Tiffon, Barrister

Mr L. Von Tempsky, Malcolm,

Mr H. O. Wilson, Turkish Dress

Mr E. Withers, Major Napier Militia

My J. N, Williams, Turkish Dress

Mr R, P. Williams, Lieut, Tower Hamlet
Militia

Mr Yates, Uniform.

Mr: J, Goldsworth, Swiss Peasant

Mr W. Neale, Touchstone

RESIDENT MAGISTRATE'S COURT

FRIDAY, AUGUST 3.

(Before R. Stuart, Esq., R.M.)

NEGLECTED CHILD.

William Thomas, a small boy ap-
parently about 10 er 11 years of age,
(son of the man Thomas, who some two
years ago stabbed Cable, and who was
tried and sentenced at the Supreme
Court to a term of imprisonment), was
brought up as being destitute 2nd a
wanderer, having no settled place of

abode, fproper guardianship, Jor visible
means of support. With a view to his
being sent to a Naval Training School,
he was remanded until Tuesday, the 7th
instant.

CIVIL CASES.
Northe v Gallaghan.—Claim £3. No
appearance of defendant. Judgment (by

default) for amount claimed, and 9s
costs. s

Thompson v Mahoney.-~Claim £4 4s.
Set-off filed for £2 16s 8d. Judgment
for plaintlff, less amount of set-off, and
98 costs.

The other civil cases set down for hear-
ing to-day were withdrawn.

Ster Vol
SATURDAY AUGUST 4.
DRUNKENNESS,

Stepben Trainer, for this offence, was
fined five shillings, or 24 hours imprison-
ment. He tock the latter, funds being
low at present.

LARCENY.

Mary Ann M’Namara, a young woman
of appasently about 19 or 20 summers,
and against whom there have been two

revious convictions since Ohristmas, the
ast one being also for stealing a shawl,
for which she was sent to prison for a
month, was again brought up in custody
charged with stealing ahother shawl of
the value of 7s 6d, the property of one
Carcline  Johansen.  Prisoner  was
arrested last evening about a mile out of
town with the property in her possession.
She was convicted, and sentenced to six
months’ imprisonment with hard labour.
SURETIES OF THE PEACE.

An information and complaint by one
William Light, engineer of the steamer
Manaia against Thomas Smith, the
master of the same boat, setting forth
that defendant on yesterday did unlaw-
fully threaten complainant, and praying
that defendant wight be required to fini
securities to keep the peace towards him,
was dealt with by defendant being
ordered to enter into his own recog-
nizance to keep the peace for six months
in the sum of £25, and to pay the costs
of the Court amounting to 11s 6d.

 ——
JTUESDAY, AUGUST 7.

DRUNKENNESS,

George Wright charged on the infor-
mation of Edward Ashton with having
been on Sunday afternoon last, “unlaw-
fully drunk ” was convicted and fined
10s with 14s costs, or in default twenty-
four hours imprisonment.

Fergus Cleary was also charged with a
similar offence, and further with having
committed an

ASSAULT
on Edward Ashton on Sunday afternoon
last. Tvidence of the offence having
been heard he was convicted of the
assanlt, and fined 40s with costs 11s 6d ;
or, in jdefault of payment 14 days im-
prisonment with hard labor. His
Worship dismissed the information for
drunkenness. The fine and costs were
paid forthwith.
THE BOY THOMAS.

In this case an order was made that
the boy be sent to the Naval Training
School at Kohimarama, and kept there
until he attain the age of fifteen years.

CLVIL CASES.

Sixteen cases had been set down for
hearing to-day. Of these five had been
paidin the meantime, two were adjourned,
in three cases at suit of the * trustees in
the estate of Thomas Meehan,” there was
no appearance, and the following came
before the Court : —

Pocock v Hughes.—Claim £3 3s, for
rent. Judgment for plaintiff, with 9s
costs.

Allanach v Foster.—Claim £1 13s 11d,
for bread supplied. Judgment, by de-
fault, for amount claimed, and 14s costs.

COrow v. Blackburn.—Claim £1 7s 0d
for goods. Judgment (by default) for
plaintiff, with 14s cost.

Robertson v. Me¢Callum.— Claim £2 10s,
bakers’ account. Judgment for plaintiff
(by default) for £2 10s, and costs 9s.

eal and Close v. Anderson,—Claim
£8 for rent. Judgment confessed.
—_——

WEDNESDAY AUGUST 8.
DRUNKENNESS.

William Townsend, for a first offence
of the above description, was fined and
paid five shillings.

Frank McCarty, in a similar case, was
cautioned and discharged.

Mary Fisher, charged by information
and summons, with having imbibed %oo
much last Sunday, was fined five shillings,
with costs 11s 6d, she having denied the
eharge, which had to be substantiated by
evidence, on oath, of two witnesses.

Edward Rule, for furious riding in
Hastings Street iast Sunday evening, was
fined in the maximum penalty of £5, with
costs 93 6d, or in default one month’s
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imprisonment. The fine was paid forth-
with,
ASBAULT, ~~A SCANDINAVIAN SQUABRLE,

Christian Johneon, for agsulting  one
Nils Peterson lust Sunday morning, dur-
ing a dispute about some flshing nets, was
fined ten ehilling, with 16s costs or in
default 24 hours imprisonment, The
money was paid at once.

THURSDAY AUGUST 9,

ILLEGALLY ON PREMISES,

Henry Spencer, charged with having
been on the premises of Massey Hutchin-
BOD, l')n(}., without lawful excuse, was
convicted and ordered to be imprisoned
for 14 days.

The Wleekly Rercury
HAWKE'S IIAI;;:'; DVERTISER,

Tur Local Option Bill is certain to be
thrown out when it comes before the
House for its third reading. It is re-
garded on all sides as a very extreme
measure. Such s the information we
have received from a correspondent at
‘Wellington, and we have no reason to
doubt it. 'T'he Bill was to have come on
forthe second reading on Wednesday, but
Mr Fox obtained leave to adjourn it.
This course would not have been pur-
sued without a well grounded fear had
been entertained that the Bill would not
pass safely through its second stage. It
18 snid the supporters of local option in
the matter of publicans licenses are very
far from agreed as to the merits of the
Bill proposed by Mr Fox. The power
given by the measure to secure the multi-
plication of licensing districts, uutil every
public house in the country becomes the
centre of a district, is very properly re-
garded as a mischievous device to place
power in the hands of people who have
given every proof that they would be im-
pelled in its uge by their prejudices rather
than by their judgment. It is just that

art of the Bilf wiich provides for the
rimitution of fthe areas of licensing dis-
tricts that ia regarded as the very essence
of the measure sroposedb Mr Fox. As
we have pointe out on a former occasion,
the existing Lieensing Act affords ever,
facility for the closing of public bouses if
a majority of two-thirds of the residents
in a district can be found desirous of
doing s0. The size of the districts alone
has prevented the teetotallers from
baving the sole control of the trade in
alcohol, and the new Local Option Bill
has been specially drawn up with the
object of remeding the alleged defect.
In its present shape we are glad the Bill
does not stand a chance of being passed.
It is likely that it will meet with the
same fate as its predecessors—be 8o
altered in Committce as to be unrecog-
nisable by its framers.

No better evidence could be desired of
the decisive victory gained by the T'urks
at Plevna over the Russians than the
admission of the latter to a loss of 5000
men. Usually, a Russian defeat is an-
nounced a victory, consequently, when a
loss is admitted, a crushing blow may be
believed to be inflicted. In the case of
the battle of Plevna, such a belief is
strengthened by the news of the hasty
retreat of the Russian van-guard from
Reumelia, and the abandonment of all
the posts that have been seized south of
the Balkans. The defeat of the left
wing of the van-guard at Esk Snlihrn,
would not account for a general falling
back on the main army unless it was
found impossible to obtan support. The
Russians arc evidently mectiu{z with
stouter opposition than they calculated
upon in their iniquitous invasion of
Turkey.

Tue most dangerous rock at present in
front of the Ministerial state craft is Mr.
Woolcook's motion 7¢ the incidence of
taxation. It is just possible that the
motion may be carried, or if not, it will
certainly be g0 strong]z( supported as to
leave the fate of the Ministry doubtful,
8o far, the question has not been made a
ty one, and consequently many of the
overnment supporters are in favor of it,
The Ministry have not as yet spoken on
the motion, but involving as it does such
an important alteration in the Govern-
ment fiscal proposals for the ensuing year,
we do not sec how they can do other-
wise than o'ppolc it. By accepting even
the principle of the motion, the Ministry
will exhibit a weakness that cannot but
be destructive to confidence. If the
motion be carried in any shape, the
Government must admit to a defeat.

Tas Herald has a correspondent learned
in military matters, and what between

— —

the cablegrams and this correspondent’s
information, our contemporary has got
into a thorough muddle.  On  Tuesday
the Herald said there were five divisions
of the Russian army at the battle of
Plevna, showing that not more than
30,000 men could have been engaged, as
each division consisted of 10,000 men.
On  Wednesday, our contemporary
received information “ from a gentleman
who possesses intimate personal know-
ledge of the constitution of the Russian
army,” that as the proportion of guns ,jn
that army is four to each thousand men,
40,000 must have been the number of
troops at Plevna. On T hursday the IHerald
tells us that a Russian “ army corps con-
sists of two infantry divisions, one
cavalry division, 108 gunas. Infantry,
36,000 men, cavalry 8000."”  Therefore,
we opine, that a division means 18,000
men, and if there were five divisions at
Plevna, there must have been at least
90,000 infantry, or two and a half army
corps, which, if complete, in every brane

of service, would be 110,000 men and
270 guns. We fail to see how the
Herald’s final explanation confirms its
statetnent of a previous issue. Fach issue
contradicts its predecessor.

Mggrinas of the unemployed are being
beld in several of the centres of popula-
tion in the colony. Ip Dunedin a grand
demonstration has been made, at which
the Government was solicited to get such
works made in the colony as local manu-
facturers were able to perform.  On the
same day, at Christchurch, we are in-
formed, hy a correspondent, a meetin,
of the unemployed was held, at whicﬁ
250 pcn;x]c were present, when it was re-
solved that the Government be requested
to put a stop to immigration, and a
deputation was appeinted to wait on the
Mayor to solicit his assistance. On Mon-
day a similar meeting was held at Auck-
land, when work was solicited, and reso-
lutions passed for the stoppage of free
immigration. We look on all this as the
result of the Government failing to per-
form that part of the Puablic Works
policy, of settling people on the land as
the country was opened up. = We must
however remember that at this season
of the year, employment is at all times
scarce for laboring men. I'armers em-
ploy as few hands as possible, but in the
course of a month or so, when the busy
season arrives, employers of labor will he
likely to be again found, who will want
even more hands than are at present
idle.

Tue Municipal Council and the Napier
Harbor Board are on extremely friendly
terms. They are both highly respectable
bodies, and they are not in the least
likely to commit the vulgar blunder of
quarrelling. At one time there was just
a little jealousy shown by the Munici-
pality when some valuable town reserves
were being made over to the IHarbor
Board, but the feeling was controlled in
a wonderfully creditable manner. Lately,
the Corporation has given cause of
offence to the Board, but the latter has
not noticed the trifle, beyond the mere
recognition 'of the fact thatits rights have
been invaded. It wasg quite pleasing, at
the Board's meeting on Tuesday, to see
the kindly spirit in which the “ Bill for
the further endowment of Napier” wus
alluded to by the members. r Rhodes
having observed that “ Sutton was still
going on with that Bill,” the Board

ently smiled, as much as to say, *let

im go on.” The occasion for the obser-
vation arose from intimation having been
given that the Board would have to spend
money at the Spit on a section
that had not been included in the Harbor
reserves. Mr. Rhodes was of opinion
that this omission had evidently been a
mistake which would be rectified, no
doubt immediately, on the Government
being made aware of the state of the
cage. It was then from Mr. Smith that
proceeded the only sharp words that have
yet been uttered towards the Munici-
pality.  When Mr. Rhodes suggested
that the section in question should be
applied for without delay, Mr. Smith
said, ““we had better look sharp about it,
or the Corporation will grab it; they
would grab everything if they could.”
This language was rather hard on the
Corporation which, for the most part,
has been one of the most *jumped
upon” of all corporate bodies in the
colony. The little matter of the Corpora-
tion applying for a piece of the Board's
property, probably, had caused some irri-
tation in the mind of Mr. Smith, and
provoked words to which no meaning
cun be attached. But the question arises,
why should not the Corporation * grab"
the Sgit section ? It is worth asking for,
and the Municipality has as much right

to it as the Harbor Board.

REPLY TO BEX-PRESBYTERIAN.

Sir,—Allow me, through your columns,
to congratulate ix-Presbyterian on the
very remarkable progress he bas made
since his change from the Presbyterian
faith in charity, magnanimity, humility,
veneration, and the love of truth. It is
very apparent that Ix-Presbyterian, in
his new sphere, imagines he conveys a
very great honour on the Deity by giv-
ing him the light of his countenance.
Letters of such strong personal reference
as that of yesterday's TeLecrarn ought
to be subseribed by the writer’s name,
and hence I add my name.—1I am, &e.,

Davio Sioey.

Napier, August 9, 1877.

s

ANOTHER REPLY.

Sir,~The gross caricature of Presby-
terian theology—a caricature quite asab-
surd, if not nearly so amusing, as some o
Don Quixote's fancies—which anpeared

'|in' your paper under the heading o

“Tree Thought and Scepticism” may
possibly mislead some weak intellects so
far as to make them believe that Presby-
terianism is really what it is there de-
scribed as being.

Would it therefore be too great a
liberty for me to ask that you would
allow one who is not an Ex-Presbyterian
to give his opinion of what the Presby-
terian system and the Confession really
contain ?

And, first, it contains the doctrine of
predestination. Now, by predestina-
tion, I, and I believe mnearly all
Presbyterians understand, merely a
plan or purposs of government
on the part of 'the great Creator
in regard to human life, just as I believe
in a plan or purpose of government in
regard to the whole physical and material
universe. By this plan things are made
to occur in human life as they do, *‘only
that,”” says the Confession “ God is not
thereby the author of sin.””  The fact of
predestination as existing together with
moral evil is attempted by some to be
explained by the theory of Leibnitz,
which Chalmers favored, that this world
is an optimism. Necessity for brevity
prevents my explaining further.

But, second, the Confession contains
the doetrine of election. The distinction
between the elect and the non-elect is
just the distinction in the plan which
afterwards occurs in the fact between the
moral and the vicious.  The vicious do
not become so because of any Divine
operation to make them so, or to prevent
their becoming virtuous, but from the
various possibilities of good or evil pre-
sented by a such a plan,

Third, the Confession speaks of elect
infants dying in infancy; but non-elect
infants dying in infancy are unknown to
the Confession, and to any Presbyterians
that I ever heard of in modern times, ex-
cept it may be Mr. M‘Crae or  Ex-
Presbyterian.

Fourth, the doctrine of eternal punish-
ment is spoken of in the Confession. And
by this is meant only the complement of
eternal justice, or eternal opposition to
and punishment of sin, wherever or
whenever it exists. But it is to be ob-
served that it is spoken of only in the
Confession as in Scripture, as a state or
place; and eminent individuals in the
Presbyterian Church as Dr. Norman
McLeod bave thought that a process of
restoration after the present life was, at
least in many cases, most probable ; so
that the eternal punishment of even the
non elect is neither held nor taught by
the Presbyterian Church to prevent such
restoration, whatever individuals' may
think for themselves. And on this point
there is considerable diversity among
Presbyterians, as amongst the members
of nearly all branches of the Christian
Church. For my own part I do not see
any necessity in the nature of things or
otherwise for limiting ecither the Divine
power or the Divine merey.

Fifth, the Confession and the Preshy-
terian Church do not exclude the heathen
or the gentile world from the benefits of
salvation from moral eviland the blessings
of eternal life. All that the Confession
docs is to make salvation depend upon
faith in Gtod as he is represented in .the
character of Christ. And I have a strong
conviction, with many other Presby-
terians, that faith in God, as a God of
infinite justice goodness and mercy, in
which characters Christ has preeminently
represenied the glory of the Divine
character is exereised by many of those in
heathen lands who have not as clear a
knowledge of these Divine attributes as
we have—I am, &c.,

Fair Pray.
Napier. August 9, 1877.

THE NOVELIST.
LADY TREVOR’S SECRET ;

THE

OR,
Mystery of Cecil Rosse.

BY MRS. HARRIET LEWIS.

CHAATER XXXVII.
THE SHEPHERDS HUT.

In a long and wide valley, bright with
spring verdure, and shut in by an un-
dulating wall of snow-capped mountains,
in the Northern Ifighlands of Scotland,
stand a shepherd's hut. It is rml('l?'
built for summer cccupation, and iff
covered with an overhanging thatched
roof. It hasa single door, a big chim-
ney, but no window, unless a small
square opening in the wall, covered with
oiled paper, may be so termed.

The interior of the hut consists of one
room. The only floor is of cobble-stones
lnid closely together. T'wo rude bunks
attuched to the wall, and one suspended
above the other, served as couches. In
the blackened chimney hangs a crane
from which swings a kettle. A small
wooden cupboard serves as a repository
for food, and is the only larder the hut
contains,

The accommodations of the place, it
will thus be seen, are of the rudest des-
cription. The hut is a mere shelter
against storms—a place to sleep in—
nothing more.

Durirg the long Highland winters, the
place was left to the winds and snows.
But when spring came, the sun's increas-
ing heat unlocked the ice-bound streams.
and the grass sprang up anew, it was
always occupied.

The valley belonged to a Scottish laird
who lived many miles to the southward.
In May of every year he sent his flocks
to this lonely spot in charge of two
shepherds, who watched them durin,
the long summers, and drove them bac!
to their winter quarters in the autumn.

The shepherds had just arrived. The
flocks were already scattered through the
valley, grazing on the tender young
grass. The hour was twilight. The
clder shepherd, a big, brawny fellow, ina
kilt, with legs upon whiech the muscles
stood out like whipcords, lighted his pipe
and went out to look after the young
lambs, and to see that none of his flock
had strayed into the mountain-passes.

His companion sat down at the door of
the hut, just outside, and smoked a pipe
also. He had not the other’s muscle or
intelligence. His face had a vacant look ;
he was stupid and thick-headed ; but °
there was a doggedness in his aspect that
showed that when he had once made up
his mind, whether right or wrong, he
was not likely to change his opinions or
purposes.

IHe was surveying the landscape with
half-shut eyes, lazily puffing his pipe,
when he beheld two Highland ponies
coming down the valley, along the over=-
grown track that had many years before
been a decently kept road.

The shepherd rubbed his eyes in
amazement.

He had been in this lonely valley sum-
mer after summer for years, but had
never seen a face there other than that
of his shepherd comrade. He rubbed his
eyes, fancying himself the victim of an
illusion.

The ponies came nearer-and nearer.
He presently detected that one was lame.
His next discovery was that the riders of
the ponies were women.

He sprang to his feet, opening his
cyes and his mouth in amazement, He
held his pipe in his hand and stood like a
statue for some minutes, while the ponies
continued to advance, their speed
quickening as they neared the hut.

The two horsewomen, as the reader
surmises, were Cecil Rosse and Gretchen.

This was the evening of their second
day of their flight from Black Rock.
They had ridden hard all day, halting
only an hour to rest and feed their steads.
Gretchen's pony had slipped upon a
rolling-stone in a wild-mountain pass
during the afternoon and had fallen lame.
This lameness had increased with every
hour of subsequent travel. The roads
had been bad and rough. In many
places they had been undistinguishable,
and the fugitives feared that they had
lost their way and were wandering in a
wilderness when they should not be able
to escape. \

They had reached the Devil's Gap
early in the afternoon. This was the
place at which Jarvis had expected to
overtake them. It was a narrow pass
between two mountains. The road was
barely six feet in width, and was bor-
dered on one side for half its distance by
a deep gully, cut sharply and cleanly
between the mountains by an ancient
mountain torrent that had now dwindled
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to a brook. The terrors of this pass
kept the two fugitives dumb.  They jdis-
mounted, afraid to trust to their ponies,
and lead the beasts for a distance of two
miles, up a steep ascent and down again
upon the opposite side.  The Gap was
gloomy beyond description. and even the
onies breathed mose freely when it was
eft behind,

Towards nightfall, when wearied and
anxious, they began to think of camping
out for the night, they entered the valley
we have deseribed.  Miss Rosse was the
first to sce the flocks of sheep.  The
sight of them kindled hope in t‘lc fugi-
tives’ breasts.  Where domestic animals
were, men were likely to be also. They
hurried on, and soon afterwards canght
sight of the lonely hut,

“We are safe now, Miss Cecil 1" cried
the old serving woman, in a transport of
Joy. “I had begun to think that we
were lost, and should perish in the cold
to-night. But God has watched over us,
and brought us to a safe refuge.”

Giretchen's withered old face quivered
in every feature, What her terrors had
been were shown by the tremulous lips
and tearful eyes at sight of the litt\c
valley hut.

They hurried forward, the steeds
seeming to understand and share in their
Joy and relief,

I'he shepherd was still standing, open-
mouthed, when they came up and drew
rein at his door.  Cecil slipped from  the
back of her steed. e was quick to
detect that she was a ladyy and pulled off
lt:i’s cap and saluted her by an awkward

W.

Gretchen, stiff in every limb, as was
her young mistress, slid to the ground,
The shepherd looked in the direction the
fugitives had come in the expectation of
nccing a male attendant. Not sceing
one he fixed his bewildered gaze upon
Miss Rosse.

She stood for a moment in perfect
silence, her heart swelling, her agitation
too {;rcnt to allow her to speak.

She had thought herself lost. She had
expected to camp out upon the ground all
night. She had been haunted by fears of
being overtaken bg[ her enemies.  But
here was shelter.  Here was surely help,
She trembled go that she could scnrccl‘y
stand, and leaned against her tired steed
for support.

“Will you give us shelter for the
night ?"" she asked, her low, sweet voice
quivering. “ We are very tired, having
travelled all day.”

“Ye can stop here, an' ye wull,)’ re-
sponded the shepherd, glancing doubt-

lly over his shoulder at the rude
interior of the hut. “But it's not a
place for the like o' you, leddy."”

“We shall be grateful for any shelter,”
replied Cecil, her brightening glance
giving emphasis to her words.

“Coom in, then,” was the prompt res-
onee. ““The beasts "Il stand.  They
ave na the strength to get away the

night. Coom in, leddy.”

[Ie backed into the cabin. The fugi-
tives followed him. He flung a handful
of pine cones and branches on the low
fice, and a fragrant warmth and bright-
-mess filled the bare chamber.

Cecil and Gretchen sat down upon two
wooden stools before the hearth, and held
their hands to the delicious blaze.

The shepherd continued to regard the
pair with wonder and surprise.

Thet one was mistress and the other a
servant was apparent to him.  But what
were they doing in this lonely region un-
attended ? e began to be suspicious of
them-—the appearance of two women in
that remote valley being utterly unpre-
cedented.

Giretchen looked about her anxiously
at the unplastered walls and unmitigated

overty of the place. She was unable to
R-tcrminc in her own mind what manner
of people lived in such utter barrenness
ag this. Even the beasts at Zorlitz
were better housed. She looked in vain
for some signs of a woman's presence,
and then fixed her regards upon her host,
wondering of what nationality he was.

* Where are we ?"' she asked, in Eng-
lish, giving expression to her curiosity.

T'he shepherd stared : the folly of such
a question made him suspect her sanity.

“Why, dinna ye see?” he asked.
“ Speer about y¢' woman. “Ye're in a
shepherd’s hut, that's where ye are!”

“Ah!" exclaimed Gretchen, compre-
hending him, although his words had not
the eoft flow that belongs to Inglish
tongues. ““ But where is it—this hut P"’

‘I'he shepherd's surprise increased.

“ Dinna ye know the Benmar valley "
he demanded.

“Thig is the Benmar valley, then P”
said old Giretchen. * But what country
igit? Are wein England, or Norway,
or Sweden, or Ieeland 2"

The shepherd turned his puzzled gaze
from the old peasant woman to Miss

Rossc. The young lady was listening

intently, with an eagerness that showed
that she, too, awaited his reply with
anxiety. IHer dusky eyes were fixed
upon his stolid, vacant face with a look
that indicated a keen suspense.

“Lor' bless and save us!” thought the
shepherd. ¢ Glod be gade to us. These
are two fules that don't know the country
they be in 1"

ITe made a prudent, partial retreat
towards the door.

“ Atre you not going to answer " de-
manded  Gretchen, with increasing
anxiety. “ What country is this ?"

“It’s Scotland ' was the reply, as the
host leaned against the inper door-post.
“If ye'r here, how happens ye did'nt
know that ?"

“What part of Scotland is it ?" asked
Gretchen, paying no heed to his question.

“The Hielan, of eourse. Do you see
mountains like these in the Lowlan's?
Are yo daft, woman? Sure your mis-
tress knows all this,” and he turped his
gaze upon Cecil.

The girl did not answer, but her looks
and her silence were suflicient negative
even to thiy dull-witted questioner.

“Onr ignorance of our whereabouts
must seem strange to you,” said Cecil,
noticing his looks of suspicion and general
uneasiness. *“ We supposed that we were
in Yorkshire, until very recently—York-
shire in ngland.  We were brought up
the coast in a yacht and landed at a
lonely old house where we have spent the
winter."}

‘“T'he servants in charge of the house
where our enemies,” exclaimed Gretehen.
They tried to kill us, We succeeded in
making our escape yesterday morning
before daybreak, and have ridden hari
ever since. Our enemies are in pursuit
of us. They mean to kill us both. They
may arrive at any, K moment. Will you
Krotcct my iyuung mistress and . save

er ;" pleaded the old woman earnestly.

The Highlander did not reply. In his
own mind he deemed “the foreign
woman " decidedly “uncanny.” He re-
garded Cecil questioningly.

“ My servant has given you an outline
of the truth,” said Gecil, with a calm and
gentle dignity that ought to have con-
vinced him of her perfect sanity. I
have a secret enemy who caused us both
to be brought to this coast, when we sup-
Poscd we were on our way to Yorkshire.

‘he servants at the house from which

we have just escaped, were in the pay of

the enemy. They sought to murder us
in our beds, but we escaped. They are
in pursuit: they arve sure to arrive here
to-night in search of us. Will you not
befriend and protect wus.  Surely you
would not deliver us up to be killed 7"

T'he shepherd scrntc])cd his sandy head
and vainly wished for his comrade’s re-
turn.

“It's a strange story, a vera strange
story,” he commented.  “T dinna think
Lever heerd the like afore. Murders
and them things dinna belong to the
Hiclan’s  Where was the house where
you lived the winter P

“It was called Black Rock—"'

“Black Rock ? The house of the lost
Cathcairns! T ken the place. And you
have been in that house ?”

“ We have spent the winter there ;"

The shepherd looked incredulous,
did not bellicvc the assertion.

“The old house is hamted!” he ex-
claimed.  “Tor fifty years no human
being has been inside its doors. It is
cursed. The blood of the murdered laird
stains its flures. The twin brithers walk
the halls and chambers, and spectral
lights are scen in the windows. 0 one
would sleep in Black Rock House for a
king's throne. An' ye say ye've spent
the winter there P

“We  have!”
stoutly.

“Ye must be mistaken, T dinna think
it possible I" declared the shepherd, still
incredulous.

“You have not answered
Giretchen.
protect us,"”

*“ No one shall kill ye, be sure o' that.
Make yoursels comfortable, while I at-
tend to the ponies,” was the reply. “ Are
ye hungry #"

“We hayve food,” answered the serving
woman. I will bring it in "

The bag had been removed from the
pony's back and placed on the ground
beside the door. Gretchen brought it in,
and the fugitives ate their supper, while
their host made a pretence of looking
after their steeds, and kept up an im-
patient watch for the return of his com-
rade.

The shepherd had no faith whatever
in the story he had heard. He did not
believe that a person existed who weuld
dare spend a winter in Black Rock House
All his superstitions were against such
credence, He did not understand his
visitors. Consequently, being ignorant,
he distrusted them.

He

declared  Giretchen,

me,” said
“You have no promised to

He waited outside until Cecil came
out and stood beside him, looking an-
xiously in the direction she had come.

“Ye look beat, leddy,” he said, re-

spectfully.  “Ye'd better turn into one
o' them bunks and go to slecp. Ye can
fasten the door to suit yersel, and I'll
watch outside. T expect my comrade
back soon, and we'll let no harm happen
ye.!
Cecil raised her trusting eyes to his in
gratitude. She put oat her little white
hand, which he seized and looked at as if
ii were a curiosity presented for his
examination and then dropped it as if it
had burned him.

“ May God reward you for your kind-
ness to two friendless ereatures 1" said the
girl, softly. “We will go to bed and to
sleep, trsuting in your promise to pro-
tect us.  Good-night.”

She went inside and closed the door.

“They can't help bein’ fules,” mused
the host, touched by her beauty and
sweetness into more consideration than
he had before displayed. “ She's a pretty
fule, anyhow. To think she didn't
know that this was Scotland ! She must
be clean daft!”

He resumed his smoking. In the
course of an hour his comruﬁc returned,
and the story was rehearsed to him, with
such additions and embellishments as the
circumstances seemed to warrant.

“We'll hae to sleep outside,” said the
new comer, whose name was Sandy.
“From what you say, Waully, it seems
that the two women are daft. If any-
body is after 'em, it's because they need
lookin’ after. I dinna believe in murders
in these times, nor in any canny person
living at Black Rock House. Happen, it
isn't safe to lenve the two women-crea-
tures in the hnt. They may burn in
afore mornin’, but we'll take luck as it
comes. I wadl hae a blanket to wrap
mysel frae the cauld. Hacing nane ex-
cept my plaidie, 1 maun keep awak’ the
night I"

This melancholy reflection occupied
their attention for some minutes. Then
they resumed their low discourse, keep-
ing warm by walking to and fro, and
clapping their arms lustily.

Meanwhile, Cecil and Gretchen said
their prayers and crept into the hard
bunks and went to sleep. Their bones
ached in every joint; ' they were
thoroughly exhausted, and not even their
anxieties could ward off slumber.

‘The - shepherds watched outside, and
talked, and found it hard work to keep
awake, Both were dozing about mid-
night when they were aroused by the
sound of hoofk close at hand.

Starting up, they found themselyes con-
fronted by Jarvis.

The man had been drinking heavily
throughout the day, but was now appar-
ently sober. IHis anger against his
escaped prisoners was all alive, however,
under his plausible exterior, and his re-
solve to Kkill the two fugitives at the
carliest practical moment was stronger
than ever.

““ Good evening, sirs.” said Jarvis,
politely, drawing rein, but mnot
alighting. ~ “ Have you seen any-
thing of two women travelling alone?
By Heaven! there are the ponies
now ! The women are here !”

He sprang lightly to the ground,
bristling with excitement.

““There are two women-creatures
here,” responded Sandy, with true
Scotch caution, “ but if they be the
ones ye seek we dinna ken.”

“They are the same. T recognize
the ponies. One of them is an old
foreign servant-woman. The other
is a girl—"

“ A pretty bit lassie, with eyes
like clouds with the sun shinin’
through ’em,” said “ Whully.”

“T'he same ! T’ve been on their
track this two days. Thank fortune
I’ve found ’em. Have a drop, sir ?”

He brought forth from an inner

ocket of his heavy overcoat a long
[:]nck bottle half filled with Scotch
whiskey, and offered it to the two

wen. They accepted the courtesy,
drinking copiously.  Under the
warmth of the fiery liquid their

caution and reserve fled. Their dis-
trusy of the fugitives inspired them
with zeal for the pursuer. Jarvis
tossed down a draught when they had
finished, and restored the bottle to
its previous receptacle.

‘“ About the women ?” he said.
“You've given up the hut to them, I
seo, while you took the outside.
That’s kind of you. I suppose they
are asleep ? am anxious to get
hold of. T suppose they told a queer
story, eh !”

“Ay, they did,” said Wully.
“They talked like twa fules. T
never heered the like, mon.”

‘“We concluded they was daft,”
said Sandy. £

Jarvis was quick enough to seize
upon the word and the idea it con-
tained.

“Daft,” he repeated. “That’s
jest what they are—as crazy as two
Bedlamites. They escaped from me
—1I keep a mad-house, you know—
and they are dangerous—I am Dr.
Graham—TI demand you to surrender
them, in the name of the law.”

The two Highlanders were
pressed.

“ Is your mad ’us at Black Rock ?”
inquired Sandy.

“Black Rock!” echoed Jarvis,
pretending horror. T should hope
not. I have a sanitary retreat® at
Indledon. They came from there.”

Indledon was a small hamlet on
the coast fifty miles distant from
Black Rock. The shepherds looked
at each other significantly.

‘I knew that no one would bide
at Black Rock over night,” said
Waully. “T knew twa woman-crea-
tures were clean daft. And ye're
their keeper. And they’re escaped
frae ye ? I kenned they wouldn’t be
wandring around alone without a
mon with ’em if all was right. I am
glad ye found ’em. They’d froze or
starved to death amang the moun-
tains in a day or two. Their stories
were altogither too curious to be
true. I did’nt believe in ’em for one
minute,” and he drew himself up im-
portantly, pluming himself on his
worldly wisdom.

“T shall have to halt to-night,
anyhow,” said Jarvis. ‘ My beast
is tired out, and I need rest. And
in the morning ﬁou’ll surrender my
patients to me, eh !”

¢ Certainly,” replied Sandy. ¢ In
the morning the two puir creatures
shall be given up to you. Do ye
take us for heathen that we'd let
them escape to perish amang the
hills? They may say what they will
puir, daft things. We'll see that
they go back with ye.”

im-

CHAPTER XXXVIII.
A FAILURE.

A day or two after the scene in
Lady 'Trevor’s drawing-room in
which the handsome widow had found
herself at such disadvantage between
Lord St. Leonards on the one hand,
and Mr Pulford on the other, the
Earl of Glenham returned to Londen
from his trip to the Centinent,

As the marquis had said, Lord
Glenham had gone abroad upon a
false clue, like very many others
they had before pursued. His lord-
ship returned disheartened and well-
nigh discouraged, and proceeded
directly to his town house, where his
mother waited and watched, with
ceaseless anxiety for his coming.

He let himself in at the hall door,
and ascended to her private sitting-
room.

The countess sat alone, a book on
her knee, her eyes turned towards
the window in an absent, unseeing
gaze. She was thin and worn; the
proud and haughty old face wore a
very sorrowful expression. She
grieved incessantly over the unfor-
tunate attachment of her son for one
whom she honestly believed an ad-
venturess, and whom she scorned for
the mystery of her birth. She be-
lieved his life to be blighted. She
knew well, knowing his steadfast,
constant nature, that he would never
love another woman with the pas-
sionate love which he gave fo Cecil
Rosse, and she feared that if he did
not find her he would never marry.

“ Lord Henry Ravendale married
the woman he loved, and she wrecked
his life!” thought the countess.
¢ Gordon will not marry Miss Rosse,
I trust, yet none the less will she be
his ruin! If he had never gone to
the Black Forest on that unfortunate
hunting-trip, he might to-day have
been the happy husband of Lady
Trevor !”
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MERCURY.

She sighed heavily. Maldred

Crafton had visited her that day, re-
ported the failure of his own private
efforts to find Cecil Rosse, and had
borrowed a hundred pounds of her
with which to prosecute his search.
The proud lady felt humiliated iu
receiving the report of her con-
tederate. She blushed now in think-
ing how she, the emrl’s mother, had
persuaded his trusted friend to play
the traitor to him.

“ltis for Gordon’s good!” she
jsaid to herself,  “If the girl is found
Maldred Crafton must and ghall
marry her. If ghe were in my house
at this moment T'd give her up to
Crafton to save my son !”

It was at this point in Ler musings
that the earl entered hor presence.

She arose to greet him, blushing
like a girl. Her proud old eyes
filled with tenderncss; she stood
vrect and stately as o palm, and
stretched out her arms to him in
welcome,

‘T'he earl hastened to embrace her.
He kissed Yer affectionately, but [to
the mother’s jealous heart something
of his old tenderness was lacking.
He was troubled and pre-occupied
and she believed that his heart was
estranged from her.

““ What news, Gtordon ?” sheasked
resuming her seat, her lips tremb-
ling.

““No news,” responded the earl,
gloomily. *“I went to Munich to

nd that I had followed an English
lady and her daughter. Have you
any news for me ?”

“ None whatever.  There is a note
on the table addressed to you, which
was sent by Lady Trevor two days
since. That may contain news.”

The earl found and tore open the
missive. It simply contained a re-
quest from the widow that he would
call upon her immediately upon his
return, He laid it upon his mother’s
knee.

“ Lady Trevor wishes to see me,”
he said.  ““She may have received
news, I will dress and go to her
immediately. I will be back to
dinner.”

He withdrew to his own apart-
ment. The countess rang and
ordered a luncheon to be taken to
him, and resumed her sorrowful
reverie. As soon as the earl had
dressed, he quitted the house without
again, seeing his mother, and pro-
ceeded on foot to South Audley-
street.

. Lady Trevor's footman announced
him - and ushered him into the

" drawing-room, where the handsome
widow, in becoming toilet, awnited
visitors.

She hurried to meet him, showing
signs of an emotion which he inter-
preted to suit himself.

“You have news of Miss Rosse ”
he questioned eagerly, shaking hands
with her. “Tas she written to you,
Lady Trevor, in regard to her broken
engugement il

“She has not. I have no news of
her,” replied Lady Trevor.

The earl’s countenance fell.

‘T interpreted your note as indi-
cating news of her,” he said, his face

ale. “I1 am always thinking of
er, you know, hence my natural
mistake. I have always been snre

that she would write to you sooner or
later, to explain her disappearance.
No i ht, then, has been thrown
upon 310 mystery of her loss during
my absgence ?”

““None whatever. 8it down,
Gordon. Why do you persist in
gearching for a woman who is dead,
or who does not care for you? Be-
lieve me, if Miss Rosse loved you
ghe would find means to communicate
with you. I presume, if she lives,
that she is in Australin or America,
and that she has long since forgotten

on,”

“T do not agree with you, Lady
Trevor—"

“Ttused to be Edith,” said the
widow, reproachfully. ““ Have I for-
feited yoar friendship, or do you for-
gov that we are distantly akin? I

e e

don’t know how to uaderstand your
coldness.”

“T did not intend to see cold,
Edith,” replied the earl, gravely.
“We are distant cousins, and I can
never regard you as a stranger.
Your ‘sympathy in my present
troubles is very sweet to me.”

“1Is it, Gordon? Ts it really ?”
asked Lady Trevor, quickly. “Am
I more to you than other friends?
Forgive me. You cannot understand
me. You have your troubles : I have
mine. I am only a weak woman—
not a brave strong man like you—
and my troubles are sometimes too
;much for me. I wish I were dead,
( Gordon—1I do indeed !”

She buried her face in her lace-
frimmed pocket-handkerchief, drop-
ping her head slightly towards his
shoulder.

The earl moved
sciously.

“You surprise me, Edith,” he ex-
claimed, “ You unhappy ?  You?
What can he the matter!” and his
voice was full of sympathy. “Is
there anything I can do for you ¢’

Lady Trevor sobbed softly.

“Is your grief connected with
Lord St. Leonards ?” asked the earl,

The widow shook her head.

“You can’t possibly be embar-
rassed pecuniarily 2

““ No—no, indeed !”

“Then what can it be. Speak
out, Edith. Do not think me so
selfishly absorbed in my own griefs
as to be oblivious of yours. If you
want a friend you know that I would
gladly serve ‘you. Tell me what
troubles you.”

He took her hand in his, with true
brotherly interest, full of concern for
her.

Lady Trevor hesitated. She had
decided to make a bold effort to
secure the earl for her lover. Know-
ing his nobleness and chivalry, she
fancied that she might constrain him
to become her suitor. But a woman
even one so hardened and scheming
as this one, does not lay aside her
womanly delicacy without a pang,
and she shrunk from the course she
had marked out for herself.

It was only when she remembered
all that she had at stake that she
mustered up her courage for her task.

But she shivered like one about to
plunge into an icy bath, and her
voice really trembled as she faltered :

“I—I am in love, Gordon. There,
the secret is out !”

“In love ?” said the earl, remem-
bering certain rumours, he had heard
before his departure. “ Not with
Mr Pulford, Edith? Is that it?
And do you wish me to prepare the
marquis for your marriage with Pul-
ford ?”

“No,no. I hate Mr Pulford!”
cried Lady Trevor, petulantly. “ He
is only my servant, although people
say he is my suitor. As if I’d marry
him !” she added, contemptuously.

“T am glad to hear that. I don’t
like the man myself,” said the earl
seriously. “ He is plausible, but I’
don’t think him honest and honor-
able, Bdith. And I am quite sure
that the marquis would never have
become reconciled to sfich a match
for you. Who then, since it is not
Mr Pulford, is your lover !”

“T have loved him for years,”
sobbed Lady Trevor. ‘“He is the
noblest man in England, and the
handsomest. I worship him—but T
fear that he does not love me !”

The earl looked grave aud uncom-
fortable. But no suspicion that he
was the object of the widow’s affec-
tions crossed his mind.

“ T don’t think I quite understand
you, Edith,” he said, after a brief
pause. “ You are too proud a woman
to give your love unsought—too
delicate to confess to such a bestowal
of your affections even in your own
heart !  You mean that you are
loved in return, but that the gentle-
man has not yet in so many words
told you of his love. He is poor,

erhaps, and too proud o address
Eimse f to one of the richest women

away uncon-

in England ? Ts that it ?”

“No. Despise me as you will,
Gordon, I have given my love un-
sought. I dare confess it to you. I
have born my misery until I am
nearly mad. If the man I love were
happy, I could ‘die and make no
sign” Dut he is not. T see .hlm
pursuing a phantom when. he might
make me happy, and I might make
him happy. He loves one unworthy
of him, as far below him as a worm
is below a star. And I watch his
coming and going, and mourn for
him, and cry at night. and wish that
T were dead. Do not think me un-
womanly — oh, Gordon, are you
blind ?”

Her voice rang out sharply, in a
real anguish that came from her
soul. !

The earl arose, his blonde face
flushing to the temples. Ia could
not affect to misunderstand her. Her
meaning was plain at last.

“ You witness 1y humiliation,”
said Lady Trevor, rising also, “ but
you are too noble to exultin it. I
own the truth. T dare to own it for
your sake, and for your mother’s.
The countess desires me for her
granddaughter, and I love her dearly.
Grandpapa desires our marriage.
Why waste your life in lamenting
Miss Rosse. Gordon, I love youa ! i
love you! Will you not accept my
love, and let me devote myself to
your happiness. Have' pity on me
who have so humbled myself, and
tell me, Gordon, that T have not done
it in vain.”

She waited in breatless suspense
his response. She had counted on
his generosity and chivalry—had she
counted in vain ?

His reply sounded on her ears like
a knell.

“ Edith,” he said, in a grave, sor-
rowful voice, in which was only the
tenderest pity, the kindest brotherly
affection, ““you  distress me, you
wrong yourself. I shall never marry
unless I marry Rosse. This I must
say to you in justice. I' am sorry
for what you have told me. I trust
that you have mistaken your own
heart. When you think the matter
over you will know that I could not
be otherwise than true to Cecil and
myself.”

He took ler hand and raised it
respectfully to his lips.

Lady Trevor, witha great cry of
despair, made a gesture ¢o throw
herself ir his arms. He retrented
abruptly, with an involuntary move-
ment, reddening again to the roots
of his blonde hair.

I must take my leave, Edith,”
he said, gently. “I desire to see
Lord 5t. Leonards and Mr Crafton
this afternoon. = They may have
news for me.”

He bade her adieu with a courtesy
and respect which even her un-
womanliness had not seemed to
diminish, and took his leave.

Lady Trever sank upon the sofa,
sobbing with rage and despair.

Ar that moment, Mr Pulford, who
had witnessed the entire scene,
emerged from the adjoining conser-
vatory, saying, with a sneer, as he
pinned a bouquet in the button-hole
of his black coat :

““ A delightful little scene, madam.
So you ¢ hate’ Pulford ? You shall
pay for this, my lady, when you are
my wife. At present, permit me to
say, it is four o’clock and the car-
riage is at the door and we are going
for a arive in the park. I willring
for your bonnet.”

He rang and ordered the maid to
bring Lady I'revor’s bonnet and man-
tel. The widow would have rebelled
and refused to accompany him, but
there was a lurking devil in his eye
that compelled her obedience. She
entered the carringe with him and
they drove to Hyde Park.

“All the world—our world—knows
of our engugement, Edith,” said Mr
Pulford. ~ ““You will meet many
well-bred stares to-day. Be pre-
pared for them. By the by, my dear
Edith,” and he looked at her, and

she saw again the lurking devil thaf
had scared her; ¢ don’t think I have
forgotten the scene I just witnessed
in your drawing-room. I shall pay
youall I owe you, after our marriage
with interest a thousand-fold !”

And Lady Trevor knew that if he
obtained the opportunijy, he would
keep his word.

70 be continued.

ST. JOHN'S PARISH.

Tue following letter from the Primate

was received on Wednesday by the Rev.
D’Arey Irvine :—

Bishop’s Court, Christehurch,
August 3, 1877.

Rev. and Desr Sir,—By a telegram which

I received yesterday evening from one of the

Churchwardens of St. John's, T have learnt

that they have agreed to my proposal to ob-

tain the services of the Rev. H. W. St, Hil

ns locum tenens during the vacancy of the

Incumbeney.  Mr. St, Hill therefore will

enter upon his temporary charge probably

immediately, and so relieve you fiom those

dutics in the cure which you so kindly
undertook, and which, I fear, must have en-
toiled upon you no inconsiderable trouble in

the midst of your other engagements. I
must beg you to accept my sincere thanks
for your very timely assistance. without
which the services of our Church in the
Parish of 8t. Jolin must have been discon-
tinued for scvp-ul Sundays.
. "Believe me to be,
Rev. and Dear Sir,
Yours very faithfully,
H.J.C., Christchurch.
Rev. G, M, D’Arcy Irvine,
Napier.

)
THE HOLY BANNER OF THE
TURKS.

‘We quote from an American paper the
following account of the Sacred Banner :
—* What is this Flag of the Prophet,
around which the turbaned, ¢the Faith-
ful,” are called upon to rally? The best
authorities state that it was originally of
a white colour, and was composed of the
turban of the Loreish captured by Ma-
hommed. A black flag was, however,
soon substituted in its place, consisting
of the curtain which had hung before the
door of Ayesha, the favourite wife of the
Prophet, whose affection for her was so
strong that he was wont to say that she
would be the first of his wives to whom
the gates of Paradise would be opened.
The Sanjak-Sherif is regarded by the
Mahomedans as their most sacred relic.
It first came into the possession of the
followers of Omar, the second Caliph of
the Moslems, generally regarded as the
founder of Mahomedan power, as from a
mere sect he raised it to the rank of a
conquering nation, and left to his succes-
sor an Empire greater than that which
Alexander of Macedon had made and
ruled in the olden time. It was this
Omar who assumed the title of ¢ Com-
mander of the Faithfal’ (Emiral-mume-
nia), by which, as the réaders of the
¢ Arabiah Night' IEntertainments’ will
remember, the Caliph Haroun-al-Ras-
chid, who was contemporary with Charle-
magne, was always addressed. The
flag of the Prophet passed from the fol-
lowers of Omar, at Damascus, into the
hands of the conquering Abbasides, in
the middle of the eight century, next
into those of the Caliphs of Bagdad and
Kahira. It was brought into Europe
towards the close of the sixteenth century
by Sultan' Amurath III., with whom
Queen Elizabeth made a treaty of com-
merce in 1579, It was deposited in Con-
stuntinople, where, covered with forty-
two wrappings of silk, it was deposited
in a chapel in the interior of the Seraglio,
where it is K‘erpetunlly guarded by several
Emirs with coustant prayers. Tt is
koown, however, that the “banner un-
folded by the Moslems at the beginning
of a war, and likewise carefully preserved,
is not the same as the identical flag which
Mahommed had made out of the white
turban of the Koreish. The Moslems
believe that it is, and will fight bravely
under it, thus verifying Mokanna's famous
declaration, that—

Faith, funtastic Faith, once wedded fast,

To one dear falsehood, hugs it to the last,

The Melbourne Argus says:—“A corres-
vondent writes with reference to the naval
engagement off the Peruvian coast, men-
tioned in our telographic summary of Euro.
pean news, ‘that neither  of the vessels
mentioned is ironclad as the term is generally
understood- The Amethyst is an actual
sister to the Sapphire, familiar to us from
her visit in September last, The Shah is
described as an iron ship cased in wood.
This is & new class of ship, built for apeed.”
No doubt it is the circumstance of two unar-
moured vessels having engaged an ironclad
currct"nm which gives special interest to the
event,
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. NAPIER MUNICIPAL COUNCIL.
THURSDAY AUGUST 2,

Srecian MegTiNG,
Twe Council met at 7 p.m.

Present-—His Worship the Mayor (in
the chair), Councillors T.ee, Tuxford,
Swan, Neal, Vautier, Holder, Lyndon,
and Williams.

The minutes of the previous meeting
were read and conﬁrme«f.

The Councillors having been summoned
to attend a special meeting for the adop-
tion of the additional By-laws, as pub-
lished in the Darvy Trurararm, their
consideration was gone into.

]'fly-lnw No. 10 was amended so as to
read (1) that no cesspool shonld be sunk
at a lese distance than 4 feet from the land
of any adjoining owner or occupier, or
public road or ri{ght of way; and (2?J that
no closet hereafter to be erected should
be at a less distance than 10 feet from
any adjacent dwelling, or at a less distance
than 6 feetfrom any public road or right-
of-way.

On the motion of the Mayor, the By-
laws were adopted, to be finally confirmed
at a further special meeting in conformity
with the Act. A

OrpiNary MEETING.

The minutes of the special meeting
were read and confirmed.

The Public Works Committee's report
was then brought up, read, and adopted.
It contained the following recommenda-
tions :—

1. That the tender of Mr. Barry for the
removal of nightsoil, rubbish, &e., at 8s per
oloset per month for removal of nightsoil,
and for romoval of rubbish from hotels and
shops, &o., 69 6d por month, houses on the
hills 28, and housoes on the flat 1# per month
per house, bo accopted for a period ending
30th June, 1878,

2 That the tender of Messrs. Mills and
Oxonham, for carting for the period ending
30th June, 1878, at 13s Ild for single horse
drays per diem, aud 18s for two-horso drays
per diem, be accopted.

8. Thatthetenderof Messrs Joseph Parker
and Co., for excavating and filling about
8000 yards trenches for waterpipes at 44d
peor linoal yard be accopted.

4. That Mr Miller bo requested to proceed
at once with the work of forming the Beach-
road, and that the Municipal Engineer con-
for with Mr. Miller ns to the width of the
rood and the height of the wall thereon to
be built, said road to be 25 feot wide.

5. That as requosted by Mr. Colenso, the
Engineer be instructed to form the upper
part of Tennyson-street about 20 feet wide,

6. That the land forming portion of the
Milton Torrace-rond  dedicated to the
Crown by Mr John Cushing, be accepted by
tho Qouncil as a public road.

7 That the Municipal Solicitor be directed
to requont the District Wngincor, Mr Bold,
not to proceed with the foncing of the rail-
way lino ulong the Hyderabad-road until
further instructions are received from the
hon. the Minister for Public Works.

8. That the works proposed to be done in
the Kngineer's R dation Report for-
warded herowith be suthorised.

9. That the holes in Carlyle-street, oppo-
sito soctions Nos. 54 and 46, be ordered to
be filled in.

10. That the Engineor be instructed to

reparo speoifications and call for tonders
lor the formation and laying of street cross-
ing at tho following places :—Neal & Close’s
to the Union Bank, Noal and Cose's to the
Nutional Bank, the Union Bank to the Cri-
terion Hotol, Boylan and Co's to Newton
and Irvine’s, Newton and Irvine's to A.
Manoy’s, Manoy's to the Masonic Hotel, the
Bank of Australasia to Price and Cos,
Prico and Co's to the Post Office, the Co-
vornmont gate to the Empire Hotel.

11, That steps bo formed and the gradien
lowered in the Harvey-road, conditionally
upon the inhabitants guarantecing to defray
the half cost thereof.

12 That Edwardes-street, from its junc-
tion at Hastings-streot to the sea beach, be
formed and metalled half a chain wide.

18. That the vouchers for the expenditure
on aceount of the borpugh fund account, the
waterworks account, and the swamp recla-
mation account for the month of July, 1877,
forwarded herewith, bo passed and ordered
to ho paid.

On the motion of the Mayor the
Council agreed to the pnf'mcnc of six-
pence per head for the collection of the
tax on dogs.

The Municipal Engineer’s progress re-
port was read.

After some discussion on the state of
Carlyle-street, His Worship the Mayor
stated that he had been in communication
with the Colonial Secretary on the sub-

jeet of the oceupation by the Corporation
of its present offices. The Goyvernment,
through the Under Secretary, had tele-
graphed to him that they could not
guarantee to the Corporation its posses-
sion of the rooms now occupied, and that
being the case, he (the Mayor) thought
it desirable steps shonld be taken to pro-
cure suitable premises without delay.
His Worship drew the attention of the
Council to the unprotected state of the

public records and documents, through
the want of a fire-proot safe, and to the
serious loss the Corporation would suffer
in the event of a fire.

In reply to Cr. Liyndon, His Worship
#aid the Masonic Hall might be leased for
offices.

Cr. Tuxford opposed the idea of the
Council abandoning possession of the
offices they occupied. If theiron safe in
the Town Clerk’s office was not big
enough to hold the books and papers,
another one could be bought.

Cr. Lee did not believe in being {urned
out of the building, it would be better to
go before that operation was put in force.
He thought the offices they occupied were
both unsuitable and insecure, and that
their security would not be improved by
buying more safes. He would like to see
the Borough have its own Town Hall,
erected on the reserve near the Court
House, and in the meantime he 'thought
they should endeavor to find suitable
offices.

His Worship gave notice that at the
next meeting he would lay before the
Council some tangible proposition relative
to obtaining suitable offices.

After some other business of no
interest was transacted, the Council ad-
journed.

ARRIVAL OF THE SUKZ MAIL.

(PER 8.8, RINGAROOMA.)
Loxpon June 10.
In the house of Lords, Lord Morle;
{Aropoaed the appointment of a Britis
Jonsul, to be stationed somewhere in
Central Asia to watch the interests of
India. Tord Salisbury replying, said
that there was no occasion for alarm be-
cause of the proximity of the Russians to
our Indian boundaries, and observed that
he was already aware of the desirability
of having a consul in Central Asia.
ConsranTiNorLe, June 13.

The Porte has ordered the Governor of
Crete to send Mussulman and Christian
deleggates to Constantinople, to explain
the demands of the Cretans.

After a battle between the Turkish
force under Sulieman Pasha and the
Montenegrins, which lasted continuously
for 55 hours, the latter withdrew to Pos-
teni. Both sides suffered very heavy
losses.

Loxpox, June 14.

Advices from St. Petersburg state that
a Russian expeditionary force is march-
ing against the Turcomans from Kras-
booadso, and that the T'urcomans, having
been already attacked and completely
defeated by the Russians, are migrating
to Merve.

Lonvon, June 26.

According to official Turkish dispatches
the Russians unsuccessfully attacked
Batoum on the 23rd inst. The Turkish
commander of the garaison, on the 24th,
attacked and completely defeated the
Russians, darkness only preventing his
occupying the enemy's entrenchments.

The Russians on Sunday commenced a
terrific bombardment of Rustchuk, the
English consulate there being destroyed.
The Turks are repl{'iug vigorously. Colo-
nel Wellesley, military attaché to the’
British Embassy at St. Petersburg, has
been coldly received at the Russian head-
quarters at Ploiesti.

The statement that dissensions exist in
the English Cabinet is untrue.

In reply to Lord Elcho, who wished
for some agsurance from the Gtovernment
ag to their preparedness to meet any
emergency, Mr Secretary Hardy stated
that whilst the urmK was maintained on
a peace footing as the nucleus of a larger
force for purposes of war, he had not lost
sight of the necessity of being prepared,
for what he hoped was not a probable
contingency.

One hundred and fifty houses in the
Jewish quarter of the town of Dorabain,
Roumania, were sacked last Sunday, and
the owners robbed of 90,000 ducats ; seve-
ral persons were killed, and 24 seriously
wounded. Two arrests only have been
made,

A large gathering of COzechians was
held on the wiska Mountain, near Prague,
last Sunday, at which the Pope was burnt
in efligy, together with copies of his late
anti-IKussian allocution. A number of
the partics have been arrested and will
be prosecuted.

A return just published shows that
the grand total of militia, yeomanry, and
flicient volunteers is at present 263,909,
which gives a percentage of 636 of the
population between 15 and 35 years of
age.

gAt a reception at Liege during the
annual fetes, the King of the Belgians
stated that in consequence of the very
grave aspect of affairs in Farope large
subsidies would have so be asked for the
army.

Her Majesty the Queen has added to
her monogram the initial letter I, signi=

fying the TLatin word *Imperatrix.”
Mr Macmichael, the well-known heraldic
artist and designer, of Chelsea, has been
commissioned to prepare perfectly origi-
nal designs, of monograms, from which
are to be cut dies for the ‘private use of
her Majesty. These are to consist of the
letters ** V.R.L.,” with the royal crown.

There are now on the Thames two
gunboats which have been built for the
Turkish Government. As they cannot
leave our shores, they will, we are in-
formed, probably pass into the hands of
the British Government for, as the
phrase goes, “ a mere song.” The iron-
clad built on the Thames for the Porte
can we believe, be removed, inasmuch as
the Turks were sharp enough to commis-
sion her before the war broke out, and
international rules will allow sufficient
coal to be taken on board to carry her to
her first port.

Mr T. Brassey, M.P., with Mrs Brassey
and family, has arrived home in his
yacht Sunbeam, having accomplished a
trip round the world, after travelling
36,000 miles under steam and canvas dur-
ing a period of 46 weeks.

The Ottoman authorities of Podgoritza
complain that in the fight at Maljat five
Turkish soldiers had their ears and
noses cut off,. Two of them bad died
since their arrival at the Spush hospital.

A terrihle act of vendetta, fortunately
without fatal results, hasbeen perpetrated
at Lercara, the place near which, as will
be remembered, Mr Rose was captured.
Some persons, thus far unknown, desiring
to revenge themselves upon Signor
Fiovani Rizzi, the chief inspector of po-
lice resident there, who has shown much
firmness in the fulfilment of his duties,
succeeding in secretly undermining his
house, and placing powder beneath it
blew it up while Signor Rizzi, his wife,
and two sons were aslecp in their beds.
The explosion aroused the village, and
by the energetic efforts of the police,
aided by the populace, the victims were
all got out alive from the ruins, and
though severely hurt, without having re-
ceived any mortal injury.

WEST CLIVE.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)
August 6, 1877,

Notwithstanding the heavy fall of rain
we had during last week, I am glad to
say that the volume of water in the
Ngaruroro has not very materially in-
creased, in consequence of which we
escaped from the much dreaded flood,
and I hear of no damage being sustained
through the disagreeable downpour of
the aqueous element. True it had the
effect of stopping nearly all out-door
amusements, and, to a certain extent,
retarding business, which I have no doubt
was the same in most places, therefore we
have no right to.complain but be thankful
that we have escaped disaster.

There is a greak deal of talk about
having a grand masquerade ball and
supper at Farndon during the current
month. If it eventuates it will certainly
be a novelty in the shape of amusements,
and I have no, doubt will be well
putronised, and prove a great treat to
the lovers of the ‘light fantastic”
business.

Mr Alfred Danvers while shooting last
week, shot a remarkably rare bird, so
much so that only few of the oldest
Maoris admitted that they had ever
seen one before, and those who had seen
any called it a “Mahu” or * Maho.”
Mr Hooper in = Napier was the
fortunate  possessor of one, and Mr
Danvers left the one he shot with that
gentleman. The trio I understand are
to be presented to the Athenmum. What
a ﬁity that some influential persons do not
take the initiatory step towards forming
a Museum worthy of the place.

Notwithstanding the outburst of
sympathetic fecling by Mr Colenso the
pigeon match advertised to take place
will come off upon the day appointed,
possibly to the disgust of the gentleman
above alluded to.

It is rumored that a memorial is about
to be got up and forwarded to Mr Sutton
for presentation to the Assembly. The
purport of the memorial is to limit
owners to owning directly or indirectly
more than one public-house under a
penalty of £50 per day for so doing.
Such is the law in Victoria, and I do not
see why it should not be so here. If
such was the law there cannot be a
question that we should have a more
palatable and wholesome beverage
brewed.

The works at Merritt's corner, if in-
tended to protect the railway, should
be carricd at least a chain further, other-
wise the particularly prominent corner
which is left unprotected will be washed
away, and the river make am easy breach
near to Merritt's pigstyes and thence
across the line.

There is a doubt as to whether we have
a policeman or not. In my last I men-
tioned that a memorial had been pre-
sented to Major Scully in favor of Dis-
trict Constable Graham remaining in his
position.  Up to the present no answer
has been received, consequently the in-
habitants are somewhat scared, particu~
larly as the disappearance of saddles has
become rather a prominent feature.

Mr. Bishop drove a splendid lot of
cattle through this place yesterday for
shipment to Auckland, per Southern
Cross. There were about sixty head,
and each and every one in the primest
condition.

The picnic to be given by Mr. Giffard
comes off to-morrow; there will be a
great gathering of the children of the
district, and ample preparation has been:
made for their enjoyment.

THE WAR IN THE EAST.

A DgrscrirrioNn oF TIRNOVA.

In the Agent-General’s telegram pub-
lished by us to-day, it is stated
that a great battle was immediately ex-
pected to occur at Tirnova. As we may
hourly receive news of the engagement,
we append below a description of the
place given by Colonel Baker :—“Plevna
is twenty miles south of Nikopoli, and
Selvi is nearly forty miles further along
the same road, in the direction of the
Balkans, but between these two places is.
the beautiful town of Lovtcha, through
which the Russian army must pass to.
join the contingent at Selvi. Lovteha is
one of the quaintest and most picturesque
places he had ever seen. It is a stragzling
town, built in a deep and winding clift of
basaltic rocks, which rise up in lofty
and precipitous walls around, while trees
and minarets thrust themselves up be-
tween the houses here and there, and add
to the general effect. The rapid-flowing
Osma, about 100 yards wide, runs
through the town under the arches of a
new stone bridge which would do credit
to any country. The houses have over-
hanging eaves, and roofs covered with
great irregular yellow slates more than
an inch thick, and the pretty Bulgarian
women, in their picturesque costumes,
may be seen sitting at the doors of their
houses, with their children spinning the
woollen threads into household cloth.
This is the territory which is to be de-
vastated by war. A little further along
the road, at the point where it junctions
with the highway from Rustchuk, is the
fortified town of Tirnova, within twent{
miles of the foot of the Balkans, whic
must fall before the advancing arms of
the Czar. Tirnova, like Lovtcha, is built
in a great basaltic basin, with a rapid
river—the Jantra—flowing through it,
and which has such a winding course
that it nearly makes an island of a great
portion of the rock upon which stands
the citadel. The depth of the clift varies
from 1000 to 500 feet. The houses are
built on a plateau, and on the sides of
the cliffs where they are sufficiently
sloping to permit of it. Tirnova is a
very strong position, but no advantage
has‘been taken of the natural defences.
It was formerly the seat of the Bulgarian
kings after their power was driven north
of tie Balkans, and in those days it must,
in a military sense, have been a position
of great strength, ~ The neighbouring
country is prettily laid out with vioce-
yards, gardens, orchards, and villas, which
give it a familiar European aspect. Here
and there portions of an old Roman high-
way, probably of the time of Trajan, are
to be met with, paved with large flat
stones, which stilrhnve the smooth polish,
created by the ancient traffic, and the
kerbstones along the edge look as though
the road had but lately been repaired.
The modern roads are hard and well-
formed, and are described as the best met
with outside London, so that there will
be re obstacle in the nature of bad
ground for the invaders to march over.
The whole of the country between the
places named is divided into large
estates, belonging generally to Turkish
Pashas and beys, whose families have in-
herited them for generations and the
tenants and laborers are usually Bul-
garian Christians.”

NAPIER TO WATPUKURAU
RAILWAY.

Return of traffic for four weeks ending
30th June, 1877.

£ s d £ s d
Passengers (5,563) 765 9 1
Parcels, &c e 188 15.11
Season Tickets... 1 0 0
— 955 5 6
Goods (1,6021) ... . 984 18 10
Total . * . £1904 4 5
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PARLIAMENTARY.

WELLINGTON.
NOTICE OF MOTIONS.
August 3.

In the House yesterday, Mr. Sheehan
resented ,u petititon from A, Wilson,
ate Land Purchase Commissioner Poverty
Bay, complaining of wrongful dismissal

and asking for an inquiry.

Mr Swanson gave notice to move for the
appointment of a Committee to consider
the best means of aiding the beetroot
nuinr industry,

Ir O'Rorke gave notice of motion!that
£6000 be voted in aid of public libraries,
to be distributed pound for pound raised
to the three principal librarics, and 10 to
the others.

THE WAKA MAORI.

Mr Rees moved, * That this Flouse is of
opinion that it ia unjust and unconstitu-
tional for any Ministry to use the in-
fluence of the Clovernment and the
moneys of the State on their own autho-
rity for the purpose of defending an action
brought by one citizen against another
for an alleged libel ; that, after the de-
liberate vote of this House in Committee
lagt sesuion in atriking out the item asked
by the Government for the Waka Maori
newspaper, and the strong expression of
opinion of this Iousee that the Ministry
should not support that paper as before,
this [oude considers the conduct of the
Government in still continuing to carry
on the Waka Maori highly reprehensible.”
The spenker moved the motion in a well
filled House. He commenced by saying
that there were circumstances under
which the Government were bound to
defend their servants when acting under
the instructions of their employes in the
performance of ordinary duties, but that
would be in matters which could be fairly
brought under the attention of the House.
Ie would be able to show that the dutics
they were performing was unjust and un-
constitutional, I'he Waka Maori on July
11th 1876, and August 8th 1876, while the
House was in session, contaived articles
which were alleged to be libels by the
Hon, Henry Russell.  The subject matter
of articles was reflection npon his charac-
ter or articles which he supposed con-
tained reflections.  If he had not been a
man of means and determination, he
might not have been able to defend his
character. In the month of August there
arpcnrcd another article which was
alleged to be a libel. He (Mr.
Rees) did not know whether the
Ministry themselves considered these
articles before they were putin the Waka
Maori, but the Attorney-General had
stated in the House that defendants in
this action were simply acting as servants
of the Government.  But could that pro-
tect a public servant in all cases, and give
him a claim upon the Goverument to de-
fend him ? For instance, a public servant
commits an asdanlt or any wrong against
a private citizen, and that private citizen
brings him into Court, ought the whole
Government influence, and Government
money to be used against him. If such
were the case the individuals who desired
to protect themselves against the wrong,
would find that that wonld be opposed by
the whole power and influence of the
State, which would be an invasion of the
very principles of the Great Charter
under which we hold our Jiberty, and
agninat the first principles of the law. It
must be held the persons who published
the alleged libels in the Waka Maori
were acting under the influence of Go-
vernment. The action was defended on
a plen of justification put upon record,
whichmenns that defendants were justified
in what they did in any attack upon the
Hon. Henry Russell's character ; any
imputation against his honesty ; any as-
persions they have cast upon him they
were justified, and that they were pre-
ared to show in a competent tribunal,
f the printers and publishers were
justified in what they were doing, they
ghould have been left to defend them-
selves, and if proved they were not
justified in a Court of law then the Min-
1stry could come to the House and say
our servants have been cast in an action
for damages in the digcharge of their
duties, we agk you to reimburse us with
costs, But the Government not only
supplies fands, but uscs the whole ma-
chinery of the Government in order, not
only to defend their servants, but actually
wit{ enormous expense and the employ-
ment of machinery at their disposal to
endeavor to fasten the charges they made
upon Mr Russell. (Applause.) Costs had
been proceeded with at not less than one
hundred pounds a day. (Sensation.) He
did not know whether the Government
were contributing this money out of their
own pockets, or the money of the State,
but only that the influence of the Go-
vernment was being used for this pur-
pose. The Government have no right

i

to keep a newspaper which is a libellous
publication. They have a right to have
a paper which containa information for
the State or people init, but it has no
right to have newspapers professing to be
printed by the State which can be made
a vehicle for a calumnious attack upon
private individuals, csreciu”y against
members of the Legislature who are
political opponents for the time being.
However Iuirly people are inclined to
Ministers—however fairly disposed to
judge what is right—what men of un-
biased minds would hesitate before they
attempt to justify a Ministry in keeping
up at the expense of the State journals
whose columns, from time to time, con-
tained culumnious attacks upon their
opponents in the Legislature? Were
such things permitted to exist, private
Rcraonn would be at the mercy of the

linistry, backed up by a majority of the
House, and at the mercy of the influence
and means of the State. Tt is necessary
there should be a Government Gazette
containing information for the native
race, but the publication of a libellous
attack in such papers is a breach of the
law of the land. If members of the Go.
vernment are responsible for libels ap-
pearing in the Waka Maori, then they
conld be placed in the dock as criminals.
This prineiple is commonly recognised in
Courts. I'rom time to time owners of
papers are subject to civil or criminal
progecutions and rightfully so, beeause it
ia the only remedy which the law gives.
Suppose a jury found these letters libel-
lous and assess damages in favor of Mr
Ruseell the costs would be enormous.
Wonld the Government ask the House
to vote the costs? Ile did not think
any member of this House would for one
moment support the Government to
carry on a newspaper to libel opponentsi
of the Government. Ie might for in-
stance be singled out for a libel action.
He would put the case to any man of
feeling in the House. Ought the Go-
vernment be allowed to conduct a paper
to libel him grossly, and is he to have no
remedy ? Such a thing is abhorrent to
every scnse of justice. - He was sure if
members of the Government thought the
matter over, they would not have taken
the courge which had been taken in rela-
tion to this case. When the Government
saw the matter in the paper they might
have made a gentlemanly apology, and it
would have been accepted. Instead of
that, a plea of justification had been
put upon the records, and Mr Rus-

scll was obliged to go into &
Court of law to snbstantiate his
case. (If Mr. Russell had not gone

into the law courts, he must have practi-
cally admitted these libels were true.  If
be had not taken this step, he must have
acquicsced in the charges made against
him. Now the expenses on each sideare
amounting to £100 a day. A Commis-
sion is sitting in Napier, There are
about fifty Maori witnesses. One witness
occupied four days in examination, The
native officers were scouring the country
and collecting evidence in reepect to this
case. Such libels might be circulated
against any man if such a system was
permitted to continue. If a manlived in
any country where Gierman and French
were spoken, could it be contended that
a libel ought to be permitted to be circu-
lated against individuals balf in each lan-
guage ? If such were permitted, and
the sufferer not a man of wealth and de-
termination, he must guccumb, He was
told that day that there was not the
slightest use in moving this, because
members must vole against it because it
wag a vote of censure upon the Ministry.
They #aid the majority was sure to vote
against him because Ministers woald re-
gard it as a vote of censure, and if car-
ried they could not sit. He would be
sorry if any member of the Ministry
should attempt to defend such a course.
‘Whether this was a vote of censure upon
the Ministry or not, he certainly did not
intend it so. If he did not believe the
thing to be right, he should not move it.
He simply asked the Tlouse to endorse
these opinions, and it could then exercise
its discretion. He only wished he could,
by the votes of that House, elicit really
thyc sentiments of hon. members without
respect to questions of policy.  Coming
to the second resolution, the House last
year struck out a vote for the Waka
Maori. By that vote the House virtually
affirmed tic principle, if it was to be a
newspaper for the Maori people, that it
should be self-supporting. It was said,
why should the country pay for a paper
whﬂ:h is nged as a CGoveérnment organ.
Members of the House perceived that
it was g0 used, and unmistakably a vote
of the House was taken after the subject
had been fairly debated. They had been
told that they must yield to the tense of
the majority. The majority of the
House might be of a certamn opinion, or
might be on some considerations open to

the snpport of the Government (looking
at the Canterbury members), only it was
fair to get the sense of the House whether
the Government did right or wrong in
adopting the course which seecmed to
strike at the bagis of all constitutional
government. (Applause.)

Mr Whitaker roge.

Mr Stout rose and suggested anjad-
journment.

The Speaker said the Attorney-
Gieneral was in possession of the House.

Mr Rees, pointing to the clock :—1It is
half-past five o'clock.

Mr Whitaker : We considered in the
first instance whether the question as to
whether the Government defrayed the
expenses in this action was a proper
question to be answered. When the pro-
ceedings were conducted in the Supreme
Court certain interrogations were put to
witneeses as to who was paying cost. Tle
read questions whether they or any of
them were indemnificd ; whether any
person or persons promised to agree
they shoull be indemnificd by any per-
son or persons.

Cries of “ T'ime."

Mr. Whitaker: The judge would not
allow the guestion to be put.

Cries of * T'ime.”

The Speaker: — T will resume the
chair at half-past seven,

Mr Rees' motion is uot likely to be
carried in its present shape.

Many members are averse to ousting
the Ministry. Southern members do not
care to understand the question. They
never did or will understand Native
affuirs,

The House was adjourned at seven
ihi;'ty to attend the Hon. Mr McLean's

3all.

NOTICES OI' MOTION.

August 4.

In the House yesterday Mr Ilox gave
notice of motion for the papers relative
to the payment of £4000 to the Rangi-
tikei natives in excess of the appropria-
tion made.

Captain Russell gave notice ‘of motion
to ask whether the . Government will
introduce, or support during the present
session a Bill to make copyright of works
of art; also;, whether the Government
will inaugurate u system of parcels by
{mﬂl!' similar to that between England and

adia,

Mr Karaitiana gave notice of motion
to ask whether the Government intend to
make the Native Lands Bill a Govern-
ment question, and whether if thrown
out on the second, reading they will
resign.

LIVELY DEBATES.
The House was in a chaffy humor
ycntcrdniy.
The debates abounded with bon mots
and puns,

PASTE AND SCISSORS MEASURE.

The second reading of the Sheep and
Jattle Bill, which Mr Seymour charac-
terised as a paste and scissors measure,
was agreed to, and the Bill referred to a
Select Committee.

The Slaughterhouse Bill was read a
second time, and remitted to a Select
Committee,

EDUCATION BILL.

The Hon Mr Bowen resumed the
debate on the second reading of the
Kducation Bill.

Mr Bastings wanted a further adjourn-
ment to enable the measure to be circu-
lated throughout the country.

Mr Macandrew mischievously snggested
the Bill be sent to a Select Committee.
This proposal created great laughter. '

I)urin§ the debate, Mr Rees charac-
terised Mr Wason, the Government
whip, as an ovérgrown schoolboy, who
wanted to be the big brother of the
Ministry.

Mr Wakefield said he was sarprised
that Ministers, virtually under a vote of
censure, should endeavor to proceed with
other business,

Sir G Grey and Mr Rees cheered.

Mr Wakefield continued:—* Where
would Ministers be if the resolutions, re
Waka Maori, were carried? Relegated
to the limbo of the departed.”

T'he amendment for the adjonrnment
was carried on the voices.

The second reading was postponed of
the Charitable Institutions Bill.

TALKING OUT THE HOUSE,

On the motion for going into Com-
mittee of Supply, Sir G. Grey challenged
the Government to proceed with Mr
Rees' resolution, Mr Rees followed.
Suddenly arose Mr Woolcock ; and
armed with volumnious notes, proceeded
to descant on the necessity for a change
in the incidence of taxation. He gradu-
ally almost emptied the House, but kept
calmly steadily on, and talked until ten
o'clock, when the Speaker left the chair
for half an hour,

Sceno in the House.

When the Speaker resumed his chair,
signs of a coming war were apparent.
During the half hour, the Ministerial
supporters urged the Premier to bo!dly
to meet the Opposition on Rees' motion,
and declare it a Ministerial question.
The Government hoped te snatch a vie-
tory from the unorganised Opposition, or
compel them to shew their cards. Conse-
quently, the Premier made a Ministerial
Statement that after Mr., Wakefield's
statement (which was cheered by Sir G.
Grey and Mr. Rees), the Government
called upon the Opposition leader to de-
clare whether Mr. Rees' resolutions were
intended as a want of confidence motion.
The Government were prepared to fight
the matter out. J

After a brief significant silence, the
irrepressible Stout rose and chaffed the
Premier on having laid down a new
doctrine. It was the duty of the Go-
vernment and not the Opposition to
decide what it would regard as a mo-
confidence motion. Amidst great langh-
ter, Stout suggested the Government to
refer the resolutions to a Select Com-
mittee. \

Mr Whitaker, in an incisive speech,
endeavored to throw the onus of pre-
cipitating a no-confidence motion on Sir
G. Grey and Mr Rees.

Mr Sheehan, who, taking a position on
the benches opposite the Government
near the door to the lobby, said Mr Rees
had tabled the motion withont consulting
Sir G. Grey or anyone. It was nota
party question, and should not be taken
out of the ordinary course.

Mr Reid, in reply, created much
laughter by letting the cat out of the bag
in . saying, “we do not know what
gentlemen of the Opposition are. They
are all around us.”  This is generally
believed to imply the Government scents
danger in the cautious and reticent polic{
of the Opposition. They see blac
clouds overhead, and do not know when
they will break.

Mr Delatour charged the Ministry
with cockadoodledooism. They d
a lion to fight, and expected Mr Wake-
field to be the lion, when he was only a
lamb.

Mr. Gisborne quoted the House of
Commons practice, and spouted political
lore. He said no Ministry could with
dignity retain their seats if the resolution
were carried.

Mr. Thomson in a solemn pawky-
Scotch gravity manner delivered a most
humorous speech. e said the House
should return to its mutton ; Woolcock's
little game, viz., incidence of taxation,
and said 120 men in NewjZealand owned
twelve million acres, worth twenty-five
millions, !

The Hon Mr. M'Lean jumped up in
his seat as if electrified.

Mr. Thomson, Aye, mon, it is a vera
great sum, (Gireat Laughter). Suppose
the Ministry put a tax on this twelve
million acres of land, it would add to the
revenne twenty-five per cent. He
claimed credit for giving Government a
wrinkle, :

Mr Bastings (solemnly) : T rise in all
seriousness, (Roars of laughter).

Mr M‘Lean, in awheedling speech, re-
quested the Opposition to come on.

Mr Fisher, in the course of a slashing
attack, characterised the Premier as a
political highwayman,

Mr Lumsden said it was a Ministry of
Treasury Bills. Any six men picked u
in the street could manage as well witg
unlimited borrowing powers.

Mr Rees then lannched out intoa philip-
pic against the Ministry. He said he had
tabled the resolutions without con-
sulting anyone. He did not care
whether they were carried or not. He be-
lieved them right himself, and did not
care what the world thought. e lashed
himself into an oratorical fury and
severely eriticised the financial state-
ment. Ile charged the Government
with making fallacious representations
regarding New Zealand finances in the
London Times when a loan was contem-
plated. |

He got called to order by the Speaker.

Mr Stout was meantime intrenchin
himself behind a formidable array o%
Blue Books, was we understood to be
preparing to speak against time, or till
his breath gave out.

Mr J. C. Brown moved the adjourn-
ment of the debate.

It was adjourned at 1.45 until 7.30 on.
Tuesday.

The Opposition gained its point by
avoiding a pitched battle on a bad
ground and staving off a division.

The Government were palpably dis~
appointed at being foiled.

THE AGENT-GENERALSHIP.

Mr Macandrew asked the question
whether the Government intended to
dispense with the services of Sir Julius

Vogel, such being rumored in the Press..
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{ Mr Macandrew said it was desirable that
the matter should be set at rest.

The Premier said the conditions under
which Sir J. Vogel accepted the appoint-
ment of the Agent-Gencralship was that
the appointment was to cease at the end of
the year. Neither Sir J. Vogel nor
the Government desired the engage-
ment should continue longer. Govern-
ment fully recognised his services,
and when the vote for the expenses of
the Agent-General's Department comes
on, he would be prepared to state dis-
tinctly what ave the proposals of the
Government on the subject.

NATIVE LANDS BILL.
August 7,
The motion for the second reading of
the Native Lands Bill will be met by a
resolution asking that it be withdrawn
and redrafted so as to give small
capitalists a chance of acquiring land for
bonu fide settlement. close division
is expected.

WELLINGTON.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

July 26, 1877.

Yesterday there were one or two slight
skirmishes, the first of which was on a
motion of Sir (. Grey's—to add Mr
Sheehan's name to the Native Committee.
This was moved in a few well-chosen
remarks, and replied to by the Premier,
who stated the objection of the Govern-
ment to be that the member for Rodney
was §0 much mixed up in these matters
that it was placing him in an unfair posi-
tion. Mr Reader Wood followed, charg-
ing theGovernment with having arranged
all the Committees to suit themselves,
and calling on the House to assert its
rights. Mr Reid followed, and in a
short, but pointed speech, complained
that the action of Mr Shechan last year
on the Committee had been complained
of even on the floor of the House, and
that it was a matter of notoriety that he
was largely interested in questions before
that Committee. Several members—
Karaitiana, Carrington, Macandrew, and
others—spoke, and the motion was carried
on the voices. A division was called for
but not taken.

Mr De Latour objeeted to the proposal
of the Government to add another Can-
terbury name to the Waste Lands Com-
mittee, and contended that there being
already four Canterbury members on it,
the House should not consent. Unfortu-
nately for the speaker, his premises were
wrong, as the last Committee contained
only two Canterbury names. Sir George
Grey thought he saw a chance for another
triumph, and made an earnest appeal to
be placed on the Committee, or, at all
events, to have another Auckland mem-
ber there. Ie was followed by Mr Reid,
who told the House that, although Sir
George had been on that Committee last
year, he had never attended to it, and
that the Giovernment had been anxious
to have names upon these important
Committees who would work, and who
represented as far as possible the different

tions of the anity. The result
was that the Government carried the
point without a division.

T do not think there is anything to
record in reference to your members.
Captain Russell has not yet spoken, and
neither has Mr Satton eince the address
in reply. Mr Sutton sits in an incon-
venient place for reporters, as we cannot
see him.

There is, apparently, no cohesion
among the Opposition as yet. Sir George
and Mr Gisborne are often together and
appear to be hatching something. T'here
is some talk of Mr Gisborne leading, but
the arrangements, if made, have not
leaked out. Gisborne is more dreary
and prosy than he used to be.

The Financial Statement is expected
to be made to-morrow, and probabl
shortly thereafter some combination will
be made.

There is not much talk about Separa-
tion, in fact it is hard to tell what is the
programme.

r Rees has arrived, and there are
now not more than gix members absent ;
Mr Stout is one of them. Probably next
week there will be more news.

et

HARBOR BOARD.

Turspay, Aveust 7.

The Board met at 11 o'clock to-day.
Present—Messrs Kinross (chairman),
Vautier, Kennedy, Robjohns, Williame,
Smith, Newman, and Rhodes. ;
The minutes of the Srevious meeting
were read and confirmed. 4
Letters were read from Mr, Seed ask-
ing for information reupccting the harbor
lights; and from Messrs Banner apd
Liddle, informing the Board of the dis-
solution of the firm of Margoliouth and

Y | parison with the preceding year.

Ranner, and of the intention of the new

firm to carry out the original contract

with the Board respecting conduct of
auction sales.

A letter from the Collector of Customs
called the attention of the Board to the
fact that the effect of raising the road has
been to leave the Searching Shed C. some
fifteen inches below the level.

A letter was handed in from Mr.
Margoliouth on the same subject as that
on which Messrs Banner and Liddle had
addressed the Board.

A letter was read from the Roard's
Engineer relative to the drainage of the
section on which the Searching Shed C. is
situated.

On the motion of Mr. Vautier, the
Engineer was instructed to call for ten-
ders to raise the Shed the required
height.

Mr. Rhodes called the attention of the
Board, to the proprietorship of the
section on which tge shed is situated. It
did not belong to the Board, and he
thought immediate steps should be taken
to obtain it.

The Secretary was instructed accor-
dingly.

The Engineer's progress report was
read. It spoke confidently of the future
success of the works as bearing on the

ermanent improvement of the harbor.

'he position of the works is as follows :
—Of the eastern pier 498 feet of the
single work arc completed, leaving 102
feet of single work and 400 feet of
double work to do. Ofthe western pier
162 feet of single work are finished,
leaving 483 feet of single and 200 feet of
double work to be done.

A letter was read from the Manager
of the Bank of Australasia in reference
to the payment of interest at London on
the Harbor Board's coupons, and recom-
mended that the London agent of the
Board be kept in funds for the purpose.

The Secretary stated that he had dis-
covered an error in the Bank's calcula-
tion of interest of £128, which the
Manager had agreed to refund, and
place to the credit of the Board.

Accounts were passed and ordered to
be paid.

The Secretary handed to the Chair-
man the only tender for the leasing of
the Spit ferry that had been received.

A petition was read from Petane set-
tlers stating that they would be satisfied
with an hourly steam ferry service.

The tender was then opened and
found to be from Messrs. Holmes
Brothers, of Auckland, who proposed to
placea 16 horse-power paddle steamer on
the ferry, capable of carrying 100 pas-
sengers, with a draft of 2 feet 6 inches;
charging freight of 3s per ton for goods ;
commencing hourly service on or about
September 1st next, and continuing it for
five years, requiring no subsidy.

Ttbeing understood that Messrs Holmes
were about to bring their vessel to Napier,
the Board agreed to accept the tender,
subject to the vessel proving suitable for
the work, and according to description
given.

A resolution was carried raising the
salary of the Secretary to £200.

The Board then adjourned.

AD VALOREM DUTIES.

(Lyttelton Times, July 16.)

Sooner or later—and the sooner the
better—the present system of ad valorem
duties must be re-considered by the
Legislature. That system has practically
been in full operation for three years,
and it has become a Sinking Fund of
revenue. As we have shown in an
article on the subject of Customs’ receipts
in our issue on May 18, the decrease in
ad valorem duties this financial year will
be approximately £26,036,in comparison
with last year, and during last year the
decrease was actually £37,906 in com-
It
thus appears that notwithstanding all
our inerease of imported population, and
all our expenditure of millions of bor-
rowed money during the last three
years, we shall receive this year in ad
valorem duties less by £13,942 than we
received in the year 1874-5. Moreover,
during the same triennial period, the
proceeds of four other principal items of
(lustoms' duties showed a considerable
increase. From spirits, we have received
an incrense of £7,745. From tobacco,
an increase of £16,070. From tea an
ingrease of £8849. From sugar,an in-
crease of £16,361. These are significant
facts, and though the calculations are
only approximate so far as the
quarter just ended on June 30 is
concerned, we do not think that
the actual receipts for that quarter,
when they are published, will make any
appreciable difference in an adverse
direction. When we consider the length
of time over which these calculations ex-
tend, the great increase of population,

and the Javish public expenditure which
contemporaneously took place, it isin
vain, we think, to account for this ex-
ceptional decrease of ad valorem duties
by reference to overstocks, or to diminu-
tions in Kogland prices, of certain goods
on which those duties were collected.
Evade and argue round about the ques-
tlon as we may, wo are met face to face
by the fact that the system of duties on
which Sir Julius Vogel admittedly relied
as an increasing source of revenue, has
been for three years essentially a failing
one. The real, the incontrovertible
cause of that failure is the vicious princi-
ple, in practice, of that system of import
duties. Had Sir Julius Vogel known
more about political economy, and shown
more anxiety to learn from the experience
of other countries and from great Eng-
lish financiers, than to steal what he
thought a clever march on the pockets
of taxpayers in this colony, he would
never have resorted to a system which
is exploded everywhere, we believe,
except in Victoria, a Colony notorious
for its fiscal vagaries.

Even in New Zealand, brief as is its
{:oliticia] history, the ad valorem system

ad, many years ago, been tried and abo-
lished. In 1849, a Committee of the
Legislative Council at Wellington, in-
cluding among its members Mr George
Hunter the present member for that City,
expressed an unanimous opinion “that a
system of fixed duties, to as wide an extent
as practicable, will be found to be more
productive to the revenue, and more
beneficial to the public interest than the
present system of ad valorem duties.”
In the following year, when our own
settlement was in its earliest infancy the
Legislature substituted a system of fixed
for ad valorem duties. Certainly, how-
ever much we have grown materially
since that date, we have not correspon-
dingly grown in the knowledge of finan-
cial economy. That small assembly of
lawgivers would have been astonished to
have then known thatin five-and-twenty
years the wisdom of posterity would
revert to the system then abolished, but
there would be some consolation in the
thought that in three years more exper-
ience has fully borne out the statement
that the system of fixed duties is * more
productive to the revenue, more pro-
tective to the fair trader, and more bene-
ficial to the public interest.”

It is remarkable, and speaks well for
the precocious wisdom of the youngest
Colony, that two or three years after
the abolition of ad wvalorem duties in
New Zealand, England followed the
example. . In the House of Commons
in 1853, Mr. Mitchell drew special at-
tention to ad valorem duties. * He had,”
he said, “presided last year over a Com-
mittee which had recommended in the
strongest terms the abolition of these
duties. That Committee included among
its members the present Chancellor of the
Exchequer, a former Chancellor of the
Exchequer, and several other high ex-
officiale, and it was their unanimous
opinion that ad valorem duties ought to
be at once and entirely abolished.”
Again,—* Reverting to these ad valorem
duties, he would repeat that they were
open to every species of objection. The
Committee had before them Sir Alexan-
der Spearman, Sir Thomas Freemantle,
and others, all of whom stated that the
tronble and annoyance given by their
existence was such, that they doubted
whether the expense of the Custom-house
staff thus rendered necessary was not
equivalent to the cost of the duties
themselves. These duties placed a
very great temptation in the way of
the inferior officers of the Customs.

* % % Another result of the system
was that the uncertainty entailed by it
had taken the trade out of the hands of
the respectable merchants, and bad put it
into those of the lowest class of traders.”
In his reply, Mr. Gladstone, then
Chancellor of the Exchequer, spoke in
the following terms on this subject : —* T
concur with the hon member for Brid-
port (Mr. Mitchell) in thinking that the
system of ad valorem import duties
as such is highly objectionable.  Un-
doubtedly there may be cases where
public policy will not allow of it, and
therefore I do not mean to lay down any
univereal or sweeping provision; but
I accede to the doctrine that the system
of ad valorem import duties on' manufac-
tured articlesis highly inconvenient, that it
greatly tends to demoralisation of the
operations of trade.” Coming from so
high an authority, this uncontradicted
opinion should, we think, be. conclusive
on the question at issue ; and Mr. Glad-
stone did not confine himself to mere
opinion. In that same year he stated in
his Budget that the Government desired,
‘“ whenever it can be done, to take the
mode of substituting rated duties for
duties ad valorem ;" and he carried that
reform into effect, and since that date no

one in the Imperial Parliament has ven-
tured to propose the re-imposition of ad
valorem duties. ;

If the example of Sir George Grey in
New Zealand, who was Governor when
ad valorem was abolished, and that of Mr
Gladstone in England have no influence
on the mind of our Premier, surely as
Colonial Treasurer he will not be impene-
trable to the conviction that the present
system is actually from year to year crea-
ting a growing deficiency in our revenue.
He may sneer at Sir George Grey, and
differ from Mr Gladstone, but the argu-
ment supplied by a decrease of coin must,
we should imagine, be to himin that
capacity irresistible. There are two
courses open to him. If he believes in
the ad valorem system, and is of opinion
that it is good at heart though a little
eccentric at present in its outward beha-
viour, he should, if he can get a majority
in the House of Representatives to agree
with him, let thingsgo on as they are,
and wait in patience and hope for that
good time coming, when the ad valorem
sgstem increases the revenue, is just to
the fair trader, and encourages commercial
morality. If he does not believe in the
system, but is of opinion that it has, in
the production of revenue, a constant
downward tendency, and that it is unfair
and demoralising, he should lose no time
in submitting to the Legislature a mea-
sure for its abolition, and for the substi-
tution of a better system. Even if he
were not prepared at present for a revi-
sion of our general taxation, it is arrant
folly to persist any longer than is abso-
lutely indespensable in a eourse which
artificially lessons an already naturally
diminishing revenue, and which defrauds
the Treasurer sitting at the receipt of
custom,

At the loying of the foundation stone of
an 0dd Fellows Hall at Kaiapoi last week,
the Provincial Grand Master of the Canter~
bury Districtin a speech delivered on the,
occasion made the following appropriate re-
marks :—* I have been told that in a certain
town in this Provinee, and in one particular
department, it is the custom when a new
hand is taken on, to ask him if he is a
member of any benefit society, and he is
advised to join one if he is not. He is
also given to understand that in the event of
either sickness or death occurring, and the
warning having been neglected, he must not
expect his fellow workmen to bear the
burden of supporting him or his family by
subscriptions.  If this plan were more
generally adopted, it would tend to make
many careless men think more seriously of
these matters, and there would be fewer
subscription lists than there are at present,
in aid of destitute womsen and children. To
the ladies, I would beg to say a few words.
I am glad to see so many here to-day to
encourage usin our work. I have heard
that ladics object to their husbands joining
Friendly Societies on account of the time it
takes attending Lodge meetings. And,
again, in clebrating an auniversary, we are
told that we are selfish in not inviting you
to join more in our meetings and telling you
our secrets. First then let me tell you we
have no scerets which would interest you.
The signs and tokens of the different degrees
denote our rank among the brethren of the
Order, and sccondly it is the general wish of
our members that our wives and lady friends
should enjoy tho privilege of attending our
anniversaries. As to the time occupied by
the members in attending to Lodge duties,
Oddfellowship would not be what it now is
unless the members took a lively interest in
it, and again the benefit to be derived is
chiefly for your own good. Tt does not
follow that because a man is an Oddfellow
that he will be sick or die the soomer, but
being one he is certain of relief should either
sickness or death occur.”

The New Zealand Times says a man
called at a certain boarding-house in town
the other day and, baving rung the bell,
asked to see the landlord. He was told the
landlord was engaged, but on being asked if
the landlady would, said she would,~—very
nicely, indeed. The landlady was therefore
summoned and came out, expecting doubtless
to have the pleasure of receiving a new lodger
but was rather taken aback by seeing a stran-
ger, who asked for the “loan ofhalf-a-crown.”
Thinking perhaps some explanation neces-
sary., he remarked that he used tostay in Ler
house.  This' the lady, having searchingly
scanned her visitor’s face, strenuously refused
to oredit, perhaps rather believing her own
eyes than the gentleman’s story. Nothing
abashed however the individual in question
persisted that the lady’s memory must be
short—couldn’t she remember his having
stayed there ? Certainly it was only for one
night ; but still she couldn’t have forgotten
bim. He only wanted 2s 6d to pay for the
removal of his luggage, as he was taking it to
a house near at hand, and (producing a shil-
ling and a few coppers) had not quite enough
to pay the expressman. The landlady, how-
ever, was not to be shaken in her own opinion
as to the man being a perfect stranger to her
and a barefaced impostor, and accordingly
wisely dismissed him with the advice to pro
cure the money from the parties whom he

was about to honor with his partronage.
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THE LAND OF MIDIAN,

Tue following letter, from an Alexandria
correspondent, appears in the Times of
15th May :—*“Two months ago a mys-
terioue telegram appeared in tﬁc English
papers to the effect that Captain Burton,
a hero of Fastern travel, had left Cairo
for the coust of the Red Sea on a secret
mission for the Khedive of Egypt. The
captain has returned, and the mystery
for which there was never any real neces-
sity, may now be completely cleared away.
He did not go to abolish the slave trade,
nor did he go to make peace with King
John of Abyssinia. Ie went on a
friendly errand for the Khedive, as an
Englishman out for a holiday, whose
merited reputation as an Arabic scholar,
with & power of close [observation and
unwenrying energy and investigation,
had induced the Egyptian Prince to scck
his aid.  On the castern coast of the
‘Gulf of Akaba rung the ancient land of
Midian, and for long years past that
country has been supposed to team with
mineral wealth, The Khedive, whose
vice-regal rule extends to Midian, had
long o desire to put rumor to the test,
and asked Captain Burton to make a visit
of ingpection. A Government frigate was
placed at his disposal ; a military escort
was given him, and turbulent tribes
make travel in Arabia no holiday task ;

a scoretary and what was more
important than all the rest, an
able in the ser-

minin engincer,
vice of the l{ﬁedivc-—M. (icorge Marje—
were attached to the expedition, The
party left Suez on the 21st of March last,
and on the 2nd of April they arrived at
Moilah, on the east const of the Red Sea,
at the entrance of the Gulf of Akaba, It
is a small port, with a tolerable anchorage

‘The Khedive

in the devolopment of his new goldfields,
and no man could be better chosen for the
task. At the same time the Hgyptain
Ruler is fully convineed that all schemes
of development in his dominions must
now be subjected to commercial tests.
I'he success of the new mines will there-
fore depend on the opinion of European
capitalists, and whether they find that the
reports—which will be made in detiil—
of the results of the expedition offer a
new field for the investment of capital.
himself will be satisfied
with the paymert of & royalty. All de-
pends on the chemical reports, but at any
rate the expedition must result in much
interegting information on a wholly new
country.”

FEMALES BEWARE.

Tt is in accordance wifh the *eternal
fitness of things’ that people should
“marry and be given in marriage " but
it is searcely the correet thing for marriédd
mon living in one street to secek to be
given in marriage to spinisters in a neigh-
boring street. Yet this sort of thing is
sometimes done.  Fven Wellington is not
free from unmitigated scoundrels who
try to betray innocent girls under a pro-
mise of marriage, while they are already
possessed of a wife. Indeed, a case of the
kind recently oceurred in Te Aro. A
young man, a carpenter by trade, was in
the habit of paying regular visits to a
young lady at lodgings, won her affections,
and offered her marviage. Ile was ac-
cepted, and the nupitial day fixed. Till
that day should arrive he agreed to pay
his fiance’s board, and his visits became
more frequent. The wedding, was to
have taken place on Wednesday last, but
on the day previous the landlady became

d of a icion that the would-be

and an Egyptian garrison. Thence they
took boat to Eynounah Bay, at the en-
trance of the Wady,or Valley of Eynounah,
a little to the north of Moliah, on the
eastern wide of the Gulf.  These wadys
are curious.  The coast is divided from
the interior by a range of granite and
E)rphvry mountaing running about paral-

1 with the sea; but water has worn its
way as usnal, and these gorges, each
with its mountain torrent, occur at fre-
quent intervals, They are barren rock
places, with no possibility of much cul-
ture, and yet they all bear signs of abun-
dant population in times gone by. Targe
towns, built not of mud, as Arab towns
#o often are, but of solid masonry such as
the Romans always used, roads cut in the
rock, aqueducts five miles long, remains
of massive fortresses, artificial ﬁnke-—-nll
thege nilunu of wealth and numbers are
réported by Captain Burton. According
to him the reason of it all is not far to
seck, The rock is full of mineral
wealth,

GOLD AND SILVER THEY FOUND

and the former scems to exist in quantity
sufficient to repay the labor of acquisition.
'3unrts and chlorites occur with gold in
em just ak they are found in the gold
districts of South America. The party
tested both the rocks by crushing and the
sands of the streams by sifting, and in
each case with good results. Tin and
antimony they also discovered, and they
bear evidence of the existence of turquoise
mines.  Fach ruined town had its minin,
works ; dams for the washing of sand anc
and crushed rock were frequently seen ;
seorim lies about near ancient furnaces ;
in short, the trucen] are numerous of a
busy minin ppulation in a countr
whi{h sccmugto Q:epl‘ull of mineral wcultﬁ)t
From Makana (Mugna of the maps), the
capital of the land of Midian, up to Akaba
at the head of the Gulf, Captain Burton
reports the country as auriferous, and he
believes the district southwards as far as
Gebel Hassani—a mountain well-known
to geographers—to possess the same
character. He even goes so far as to say
he has brrmght back to life an ancient
California. The literal truth of this
assertion remains to be proved. But, at
any rate, it must be received as the state~
ment of a careful experienced traveller
after a personal survey of the district,
and it is supported by the opinion
of M. Marie, a skilful  mi-
ning engineer, also  speaking
with cennaissance de eause. Of course
Captain Burton has kept elaborate notes,
and he maintaing that they will bear out
his golden views of the Land of Midian,
In any any case they will be interesting,
ag the country is utterly unknown. No
modern traveller has sct foot there ; even
the map has yet to be made. It will be
rcmemx-rcd that Moses fled from the
face of Pharnoh and dwelt in the land of
Midian, and Jethro, the priest of Midian,
gave him for wife his daughter Zippﬂrfﬂh
The Khedive, of course, is much in-
terested in the complete success of this
expedition, and is now very desirous to
give Prunticnl effect to it. He has asked
the Foreign Office to allow Captain Bur-
ton to return next winter to assist him

i :
bridegroom was a married man w1t!_1 a
family. She learned his address, and in-
formed the young lady of it. Nothing
was done till about tea time, when the
young lady in question knocked at her
over's door in the very next street to the
one she resided in. Judge her astonish-
ment when she saw her betrayer open the
door, and his wife and child sitting at the
tea table. The would-be bigamist was
also suprised, and remarking that he did
not feel well, precipitately retired to a
back room. Then came about an expla-
nation between the young lady and the
wife, and tears flowed copiously. When
two women are struck with a like afflic-
tion confidences are almost invariably
bound to ensue, and the present case was
no exception to the rule. The wife's
troubles were decidely the greater of the
two. She looked eareworn and emaciated,
though but young in years, and the tale
she told showed that her lot was a hard
one, Her husband had since their marriage
treated her unkindly, and had sometimes
beaten her, andlately he brought her home
little or no meney. For two months past
when he came iu to tea, he complained of
being tired, and made his wife clean his
boots while he had his tea, stating that
he had some place of importance to go to.
He was scrupulously particular about his
shirts, and bullied her for the smallest
fault in their get up. He had tried to
get her to go to service, and had even
threatened to leave her if she did not.
She could see it all now, and so could the
young lady, who thanked her lucky stars
for the escape she had, while she pitied
the heart-broken wife and mother to
whom she had innocently eaused so much
pain.  Out of consideration for that wife
we refrain from giving the name of the
gcoundrel, who having wrecked the hap-
piness of one woman, sought to blast the
prospects of an innocent girl ; but we
may state he is known to many, and
doubtless he will meet with the contempt
he 8o justly merits.—Argus.

ANNUAL CUSTOMS RETURNS.

Tux following figures show the value of
the Customs revenue collected at the
chief ports of New Zealand for the
financial year ended 30th June, 1877 :—
£ 8. d.

Auckland 197,643 0 0O
‘Wanganui 22061 0 O
Wellington 167,866 0 0
Napier 30,664 0 O
Nelson 84,684 0 0
Grroymouth 40,458 0 0
Hokitika... 865,000 0 0
Lyttelton 106,247 0 O
Timaru 19,600 0 0
Oamaru ... 1,276 0 O
Dunedin... 345,011 0 0O
Invorcargill 31,830 0 0

Total £1,199,140 0 0

The Custom returns of the colony for
the corresponding quarters of June, 1876
and 1877, were as ?ollow o

£ e d.
June, 1876 201,480 0 0
June, 1877 803,642 0 O
showing an increase in favor of the June
quarter of £12,053,

CARDINAL CULLEN ON RUSSIAN
PERSECUTIONS.

A rastorar was lately read in the dif-
ferent churces and ehapels of Dublin
from the Cardinal Archbishop of Dublin,
in which his Iminence referred at con-
siderable length to the persecutions of the
Catholics in the Russian Empire. After
quoting from a large number of extracts
from official documents and other sources,
his Eminence says :—

¢ These few extracts will serve to show
with that persevering cruelty our Catholic
brethren in Poland and in the neighbour-
ing provinces have been treated by the

Russian - Government  which now
undertakes to be come the
defender of true Christian  liberty
againgt the Turks in the East.

It is not our business to undertake the
defence of the Turks, who appear to have
acted so barbarously towards the Chris-
tians of late years, or of the Russians,
who with a skill worthy of Julian the
Apostate in his hatred ofthe true religion,
have carried on a cruel and destructive
persecution through so many decades of
years against the inhabitants of Poland,
formerly one of the most noble kingdoms
of Furope, and against her dependencies.
All I say is, that if Russia be allowed to
take possession of Constantinople, and of
her provinces in Kurope and Asia Minor,
there is every danger that, under her
influence, Cossack barbarity will be
widely spread, that Governments will
becorne despotic, thatindividual and family
liberty will be destroyed, and that the
freedom of God’s Church will be placed
in great jeopardy.

“ Mr.——, father wants to borrow
your paper. He says he only wants to
read it “Well, go back ask your
father to send me his supper. Tell him
I only want to eat it.”

Forward and loquacious youth: ¢ By
Jove, you know, upon my word, if I were
to see a ghost, you know, I would be a
chattering idiot for the rest of my life.”
Ingenious Muiden : “Havn't you seen a
ghost 2"

NEW ZEALAND RAILWAYS.
NAPIER—TAKAPAU.

TIME TABLE,

DOWN.
WEEK DAYS, SUN-
DAYS,
AMS AMG AM. PIM. P.M.
Spit, depart .. . 740 110 §.40
arrivo .. 7.60 1110 8.50
Napler { qopnrt.. 645 7.66 1180 410 2.0
Farndon depart 710 84 1166 4356 260
Hastings, dopart 7.85 2.9 5.0
arrive — b.18

Pak Paki { 4N

b

b,

oo

arrivo 8,82
To ' Aute, {(It‘yulrb 8,15
Kaikora, depart 0,16 10.

Waipawa, depart
Waipuku- { arrive
Tau { dopart

Trerill

10.0

Takapau, arrive 1050 1220 —
* On Moyday and Thursday only.
t On Tuesdny, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday.

0P,
WEEK DAYS

SUS-
DAYS,
AN, AM, PM, PM PXM
Takapau, depart  — — — 20 —
Waipukuran, dop, ~— 816 ~—
Waipawa, dopart  — 8385 —
Kaikora, depart — 806 —
, farive  — - =,
To Aute { depart = o0
Yale { arrive — 5.15 -
Pkl Paki § qopart — 5692 -
Huastings, depart  — 542 6,20
Farndon, depart - 6.7 546
Tanine | OrTiVe . 632 610
Naplor { G500 720 R
Spit, rrrive 7.80 -

10 e
* Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday only

Pagsengers are reqrested not to enter-or
leave the carringes while in motion.

, Season Tickets issued to and from all
Stations. Apply fo the Manager.

To ensure despateh, Parcels should be
booked fifteen minates before the starting
of the T'rain

W. J. MILLER,
General Manager.,

Napier, March 8, 1877.

qAMS()N FENCE WIRE.—This is an
).) entirely new urticle, andis fast super-
seding the old style. Five Wires weigh
Ten cwt. per mile, and costs in Melbourne
£12 108, versus Seventeen cwt. ordinary
wire costing £14 10s, (the relative cost
will be the same at the principal ports of
Australasia) with the advantage of having
Seven cwt. less to pay earringe for. Over
1,000 TONS sold by one flrm last year,
giving unbounded satisfaction. Send for
full descriptive circular with innnmerable
testimonlals from leading colonists, and
judge for yoursclves, M‘LEAN BROS.,
and RIGG, Importers, and General 1ron-
mongers, Melbourne,

THE GREATEST

WONDER OF MODERN TIMES!

HOLLOWAY'S

Prrsons suffering from weak or debilitated constitutions
will discover that by the use of this wonderful medicine
there is ** Health for all.” The blood is the fountain of
lxl,[‘ﬂ.-nd its purity can be maintained by the use of these

Sir SAMUEL BAKER,

in his work entitled ** The Nile Tributaries in Abyssinia,”
says, ‘I ordered the dragoman Mahomet to inform the
** Fakey that I was a Doctor, and that I had the best
*“medicines at the service of the sick, with advice gratis.
“In a short time I had many applicants, to whom I
** served out a quantity of Hol(owayl’s Pills. These are
** most useful to an expl , as essi istakabl

** purgative properties they create an undeniable effect
“ upon the patient, which satisfies him of their value,”

SIMPLE, SAFE, AND CERTAIN !
HOLLOWAY'S OINTME

Is a certain remedy for bad legs, bad breasts, and
ulcerations of all kinds. It acts miraculously in healin
ulcerations, curing skin discases, and in arresting lni
subduing all inflammations:
Mg. J. T. COOPER,

in his account of his extraordinary travels in China,
Puhluhed in 1871, says—‘‘I had with me a quantity
“of Holloway's Ointment. I gave some to the people,
“and nothing could exceed their gratitude ; and, in con-
sequence, milk, fowls, butter, and horse-feed poured
*in upon us, until at last a tea-spoonful of Ointment
“ was worth a fowl and nnK quantity of peas, and the
** demand became so great that I was obliged to lock up
* the small remaining stock.”

¥ 3 A
oui:ll;lc &:rllld.chcnmsts and Medicing Vowdou‘l?!uwgh-
On the Label in the address, 533, Oxford-
street, London, where alone they are manu-
factured. %
B3 BDEWARE OF ALL COMPOUNDS STYLED
HOLLOWAY’S PILLS axp OINTMENT
With a *“ New York” Label.

H

GORDON AND GOTCH
121 Houpsory IHinr, LOXpoN 3
and at &5 T
SYDNEY AND MELBOURNE.
DVERTISEMENTS inserted in Eng
lish, Continental, and ‘American
Newspapers.  Newspapiers, Periodicals,
Magazines, Books, and Stationery supplied
with accuracy and punctuality, and at the
lowest prices.

Proprietors of Newspapers furnished
with Paper, Ink, and every requisite con-
nected with the printing business.

Indents throvgh the Sydney and Mel-
bourne houses, and Commissions executed
quickly and economically generally

THIE

WEEKLY MERCURY
ARD e 18 it -
Hawke’s Bay Adver‘_tiser

i

TERMS OF ADVERTISING AS PER SCALE.

standing Advertisements for Three, Six
or Twelve Months can be arranged for at
a Liberal Discount.

Notice to discontinue ndyvertisements (un
less where number of insertions is men-
tioned on original order) must be for
warded, in writing, addressed to th-
Manager.

LIST OF AGENTS

{ CoLLepGE & Crara, Hastings-st
| W. Dexnony, Port Ahuriri
Meanes—J, C. Speupy,

TARADALE—J, BARRY.

Crive—J. Beck.

HastiNgs—R. SoMERVILLE
Haverook—S. Srons

Katkora—J. Nienorson

{ E. Bisny.

| Duncax & Co.
Warrvkurav—Messes. Syuirn & Co
WoonvitLe—Monrterra ANp FOUNTAIN,
Norsewoon—A. Levy.

Warroa—T. Parx

Narier

Warrawa

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION
£

8 d,
Per Quarter, if paid in advance — 0 6 6
Per Quarter, if booked — — — 0 7 6
Per Annum, if paid in advance — 1 6 0
Per Annum, if booked— — — 110 0

Printed and published by Epwarn HeNper-
soN Gri6e, for the Proprietors, at the
Mercury Office, Tennyson-street, Napier,
Hawke's Bay, Nem Zealand,
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