THE CITY OF NAPIER.

Hawke's Bay Province, was founded on November Ist, 1858, and its

jubilee was celebrated with much eclat by a most brilliantly successful
carnival. The event was also remembered in a spirit of thankfulness at a service
held in the beautiful cathedral, one of the most strikingly beautiful sacred edifices
south of the line. The vast building was packed, the congregation being repre-
sentative of every class and sect, and the service strictly undenominational—
Wesleyan, Presbyterian, Methodist, as well as Anglican ministers, taking active

N.-\[’IER. the beautiful, bright, breezy, and salubrious city of the flourishing

part 1n the same.

Napier possesses one of the finest and most salubrious climates in the world,
and well deserves all the precise and fervid recommendations which its citizens
delight to lavish upen it.  As a matter of fact, it compares very favourably in this
respect with any city in the Dominion, and, indeed, with several of the most
notable health resorts of the Old World. Those who go there for a change, or
even in the course of business, are invariably emphatic as to the benefit derived
from a blow on the magnificent esplanade, of which the people of Napier are so
justly proud. High spirits and a fresh lease of life scem imparted by the sun-
shinc and the breeze, and if a morning dip be indulged in and the splendid surf
bathing enjoyed, the visitor feels as if he had only just begun to find out what
a fine thing life i1s after all.

The story of Napier is a record of progress.. On the first day of November,
1858, the Province of Hawke's Bay came officially into existence. The magnifi-
cent expanse of fine country included within that title was prior to that date a
region of swamp. forest, and grazing land administered from Wellington, and a
portion of the Wellington Province. As the capabilities of the Hawke's Bay
district attracted settlement, and as settlement involved the desire on the part of
settlers for means of local self-government, an agitation to that end resulted in
separation from Wellington and the creation of a new province. At that time
Napier consisted of little more than a barracks for the accommodation of troops,
a small building in which official business was transacted. a store or so, a humble

church, some hotel accommodation, and a few private residences, of which it
may be said that, although useful, they were not very ornamental. Since then,
and from those small beginnings, Napier has grown to be a handsome and pic-
turesque town, the gateway of a commerce which confers upon it the rank of
the fifth exporting centre of the Dominion. Thirty years ago the ratable value
of the borough was but £38,000. To-day rates are collected from owners, of
properties, the capital value of which is about £2,000,000. The direct imports
of Napier in 1890 amounted to only £162,097. In 1907 they were £413,417.
The exports in 1890 represented a value of £963,520; in 1907 they had risen to
£1,784,885, affording evidence of progress that augurs well for the future of the
port: more especially in view of the immense improvements that have been made
in facilities for shipping. '
That Napier now is a picturesque town, a strikingly picluresque town, is

sufficiently testified to by the pictures in this book. Even the partiality of its

citizens can with difficulty (if at all) exaggerate its peculiar attractiveness. Some
of this is due to site. The wide sweep of the bay, which is its front on the
north and east, and the expanse of the waters confined by its shores, are Nature's
gifts to Napier. Yet the natural prospect has been much enhanced by the work
of man. The sweep of the Bay, compared by MW&MM*
Naples, and concerning the beauties of which visitors from inland sometimes
become quite rapturous over—especially when the waters are calm qun.
Now, however, the magnificent Esplanade, considered to be the hﬁt of the

kind in the southern hemisphere, and serving as frontage to some emellﬂ build-
ings, giving promise of the yet finer buildings of the near future, does II; its

mere existence emphasise and accentuate, mnnfnt&oundlddb.ﬂlebﬂly
of the outlook. .

The climate of Napier is so salubrious that in the town, both on the hills and
flats, two crops of figs a year can be gathered. For the general market grapes
and tomaloes are raised in abundance out of doors. Lemons are grown more
casily than oranges, but some of the latter fruit of local growth is raised and
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sold every year. Hawke's Bay has achieved a deserved reputation for its wines.
There are several vineyards and wine-making establishments within four miles of
the borough boundary, while further inland—at Te Mata, for instance—wines of
high quality are produced. Wine from this district is sent away to many parts
of the Dominion. With regard to fruit raising and its preparations for market,
visitors interested in the.subject are advised 1o see Frimley, with its miles of
fruit trees of all kinds, and its jam-making and canning factory. With the excep-
tion of oranges, which cannot be raised here so successfully as in California, {
it is open to question whether that very fertile portion of the United States can f
give greater success in fruit raising than is possible in the Napier district.

The first block of the breakwater was laid on January 25th, 1887, and the
length of the finished work is now, in round figures, 2,700 feet. When completed, ‘
the area of the harbour provided will be about 120 acres. The depth of water f
for more than half that area will be 27 feet at low water spring tide.  Some

portions of the harbcur will have a depth of 35 feet at low water spring tide. .{
Inter-colonial vessels drawing up to 25 feet now berth at the breakwater. A
contract has been let to the Ferro-Concrete Company of Australia to enlarge the 4

Clasgow wharf in ferro-concrete from its present dimension of 410 feet by 30
feet, to 653 feet by 88 feet, so that in about a year and a-half from now ocean
liners will have a suitable wharf to berth at. b

As a health resort Napier cannot be surpassed. The mean annual temperature
at Napier is 58.6 Fah., the highest of any town in the Dominion except Auck-
land, which is not quite half a degree higher (59). The mean midsummer
temperature at Napier is 68.8, and the mean midwinter temperature 49.9, which
gives a mean annual range of 189. At Nice (Riviera), one of the most cele-
brated health resorts in the South of Europe, the mean midsummer temperature
is 75.2, or 6.4 degrees higher than Napier, the mean midwinter temperature 45, or
4.9 degrees below Napier, and the mean annual range 30.2, or 11.3 degrees more
than Napier. This shows that as regards temperature the climate of Napier 1s
much more equable than of Nice, being cooler in summer and warmer in winter.

Next to temperature, the climatic element of most importance is rainfall.
Napier has a mean annual rainfall of 27.10 inches, well distributed over an
average of 130 days. This is less than that of any of the principal towns in New
Zealand except Christchurch, and about the same as that of Nice. The amount
of sunshine is another very important climatic element. The total amount of
sunshine at Napier during the year 1907 was 2,609 hours 55 minutes, or an
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