Legvure by Mr. T. B, Crossh, 12&h Fovesmbar, 1934,

"Remindcnomoes of BEavke's Bay dn the Ear;y Days,"

S5h, Eurvis wss the only

¥y psoplc cam
Hotel, ond thore u doszen other houses.
Ny father was Zooh found it hard to get.
He had letters o Tekopanga, nsw called
S5t, Lawrcnce at P

By family wend or rather to the
Hgaruaroro pouth, =0ad, the Maoris had agreed
So take mu feornily They guided them round the
beach to the Tuki ' noe was ready and every on

& Pah on the =z

was taken to & I
lives there nowv. The nexs
Heoril suuLlC?ﬁﬁ*,'I think
think the coundy council
the sare placc, because %
The next sicp was at Pais
Hapier to Patangata the
few if any Pslzichas were se
possible _o? the comfort of
)

ie, I think His Lordship
the river was to another
vas Ngawekatoltara, I

= vrouble a few years ago ad
into soma elﬁ gravess
-inb e whole trip from
rern the gusots of the Natives;
oo FWatives did everyihing

ny pocples

t Pato nﬁaba, and the natives
allowed Er 7a?cﬁbs 0 cecudy cne OP their houses, Sitores
vere a difficulty; pork and whes couud be obt ainga from the
¥aoris., These things ver
mich tobaceo.

During our early experisnce ¢ the Natives no member of
the partiy Inev a wor& oL E“orlg end the Haoris knew no
BEnglish, Above 1 referred to ihe purchase of whest, This
had to be ground into a rough kind of flour by the =sid of a

1 hend turned mill, It was a common practice for a
visitor to grind a certain qusn :1ty for floupr as some recon-
penses for the accommodatiocn. It was saild of one Osro setiler
that a notice board in front of the house bore the Legend
"Grind or go on.” N

After some months'delay at Patongata we were advised to
push on %o Po*angq“*u as the CGovernment were buying that
ceuntry shortl Ye again had to sscure the assistance of
some HMaori g;u‘3'=l Se The conly rcans of locomotion beiween
Patangeta and Porangzshen was to walke I being an infant had
to be carried. The Pirst point we made for was Pourererec.

A few sheep had been landsd there by a Hr. Rbrthaueﬁ The
run aftervards becane the ;::;ﬁ-v

Frem Pourercere we went alcng the Beach to a niee va,ley wita
a native Pah close to the sca; i Torget the name, buit the
wvalley is now ocwned by P. S. lc.Hardys The chief man of the
Pah got very ford of me. I think I was about seven months
olds This 0ld nan offersd ny mother 1000 acres of land in
exchange for me, I could never understand why she 4idn’t
“clese the gad’ _h rcason she. gave was the old Rangstira
had been looking me over and found that I had jasi developed
ny first tooth. He renarked that in his younger dazys, he
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mONET A : ine, although the Hative
in Tact there were two -Pahs, -all business 1S, -
communivy by ithe two leading families,. the Matuas and Ropihaus,
These people did not agree with Coopers’ boumdries whieh enm-
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"'.3

s 35
brac§d all the native land North of the River. Afbter several
days’ argument Coopsr decided to come back te Napier so he

told the chiefs through the Interprestor that he wonld leave the:
money (i% was all in gold sovereigms) in the whare Reinsnca uniil
they were ready to complete, I think he came back Si® months
later, and the cash was still where he haed left it, lying on
the vwhare TicSr, In thege days sucaling by Haoris was moss
unusuals I had 30 years® experience of then withous = single
case. Hy most vivid vecollection of the eaxly 60%s was ths

big earthquake of 62 or 63, It occured at nigcht tims, and

vas most sever between Te Aute and Akitu, ~In that district.
dhere wvere then very few buildings other than Jat

whires, so litile damage was dones. Our house was one of the
exceobions., I% was dbullt of clay and timder, After ithe
Tquake it was a heap of c¢lay with some pieges of tirber.

Tne window glass was broken and split in the eame way thad

it digd vetween liapler and Mohaka in the 4931 shake,

The nsxt cosst development was the Telegraph line fron
Wellingten to Napier. I think the work was going on in 4180y,
Everybody was greatly interested in the job, for until the
line was in opsration we had no means of commmunicaticn with
the octher seitilemenis. There was no mail carrier-at that
tine. Referring again to-the building of . the Telegrzoh line,
Vhen you realize that thore was no read of eny kind between
Wairaropa and Vaipulmrau, no brindges, and no sawmills, nosth
9f the poles were cubt as close to the line as poessibtlz and were
oither squared with the axe cor plt-savn by hand pomwor. ~



£ laying ocut the heayy poles was by
end the drivers of these teams were exgsed-
»-at ing aecrcoss the poughest of counirya
Sone criitics of vhesz men naintained that it was not so
mich their Imovledge of topography but was more owing to
their unrivalled command of langusge. Iater on in 1ife,
I drgove -teans of bullocks myself, and conld speak quits
fluently ard cuitably %o thsm. There was one very abls
driver who used to get the best resulis out of his team.
This man had a most pronounced squint, and speaking and
glarving =% hig tzom in o bad placs. The bullocgks did not
seem to Xnow wiich ong he was looking a%; so they daid
thelir best in hopes of not getting the whip, 3By this $ime
186l; ths whole countzy was being rapidiy iaken up; and
stocked with sheep and cattless Per hans the most abie
- settler of Hawke's Bay at that tine was Sam Villisms of
Te: Aute., Ke was only Sam Willlams for many years,; whsn
he becare as you all know, YThe Archdeacon.” He was full
of eaergy and travelled immense disitances on horseback,
I think for meny years he was the only spiritual adviser
between Hapier end Porangahans He christenzd me at
Patangota in 1855, His homestead at Te Aute was badly
dameged by the big 'quake in 4862, In his bedroom he keph
a very ordinary sized safe. After the 'quake he could
noet £ird his valuable gold watch. Every hole and cornsr
was searched but no result. 19 Haoris were instructed to
search the whole place, but no sign o the watéh was gis-
coverzsd, Sometime later; owing to alterations to the house,
the safe before referred to, had to be moved, and the long
lost watch was discovered underneath. Evidently the 'quake
had canted ths safe up at an angle and the wateh had been
Jerked under. Hany years after this I visited a Native
Pah with Sam Williams, FHe held the usual service, afier
which His Reverenge sat down on the ground end the party
discussed the sermon as usual, Ons man who was not a
Rangitira had a lot to say and tried to prove that the
advent of the Missionary was not an unmixed blessing %o
the Haori. The nan happened to be a fai one, 8 very
unususl case in those days, The Revs Samiel Williens
listened for some time and then sald to the speaker, "That
would have happensd to you if the liissicnary had noi come
here?? The man grunted, and Sam Williams said, "They
would have eatea you, you fat fooll"” That ended the dis-
cussicne
I can premenber only one ocgasion as a small boy whan the
Maoris attacized me sericusly. I was playing aboui the Peh
and some litile distance away I disgovered a goncsaled spads,
and proceeded Yo try and dig with 1t. I was cbserved by
some wemen RO cams after me at top speed. They of course,
caughi me; and thrashed me well and trulys. The explanaii o
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was that thelr spads was Tapy, and ussd only for digging
gravesSs :

As I had noy reached the age of ninz and under orders
to go %o school in I"am.e_, 1' o7 pobe to thanlk you for
listening so patiently to what I fear has Jjust been ithse
ordinary cxpepience of noy like I in those early days.
Should I e favoured with ancther oppoztunity I shall dbe
only wco glad {0 give you sonms more of my experliences.



