
Scandinavian Settlement
,

The Scandinavians who settled
in the Seventy Mile Bush

turned forested country into
productive farmland.

he Special Settlement of Scandinavians
in New Zealand began in the 1860s
when the Government, wishing to open

up the densely forested areas in the North
Island, looked to planned immigration from
northern hemisphere countries. In 1870 the
Immigration and Public Works Act enabled the
Government to raise a loan often million pounds
on the English market to implementVogel’s plan
of immigration and public works.
The establishment of a small Scandinavian

community in the Manawatu in 1866 had been
successful but the main settlements ofthe 187Os
were to be in the Seventy Mile Bush. The
proposal was for a series ofvillages, each of fifty
to seventy families. A memorandum from Wil-
liam Gisborne, Public Works Office, Wellington,
written in 1871, reads: “It is intended that the
Scandinavian immigrants be located in three
small settlements along the line of road in the
Seventy Mile Bush — two Norwegian and one
Swedish.” Julius Vogel stipulated that these
migrants “mustbe sober,industrious and in good
health, of good moral character, and of sound
mind” and that they were being recruited expres-
sly “for the formation of roads, bridges and
railways”.

In the Foreword of A Goodly Heritage, pub-
lished for the centennial of Eketahuna and Dis-
trict, G.C. Peterson comments: “The decision of
the Government in planning Special
Scandinavian Settlements was that only forested
land was made available. For some reason it was
considered that Scandinavians were particularly
inured to hardship and would be quite at home
in the wilderness. Sections sold were approxi—
mately fifty acres, sufficiently uneconomic to pin
the immigrants down to improving the land and
felling the bush, while earning subsistence
income from road and rail construction work. All
of which accentuated the isolation these settlers

4 HISTORIC PLACES

Dorothy Ropiha

felt, and rendered their hardships incredibly
severe. Frugal and hardy they had to be.”

In 1872 the Hawke’s Bay Provincial Council
passed its Special Settlements Act. This
authorised the Council to set aside blocks ofland
for sale by deferred payment licence in an area
from Takapau to Eketahuna. The purchase of
land from the Maori, the recruitment of the
immigrants, and the early land surveys were
carried out in great haste during the period
August 1871 through to September 1872.
On 20 September 1872, Norsewood sections

were balloted for and one month later the Danish
families moved to Dannevirke. The first group
of about 240 persons, had, as an introduction to
their new life, four days ofcontinuous rain While
they sheltered in a slab hut. When these two
settlements were named and by whom is uncer-
tain. Conditions were extremely hard. There was
little or no experience in bush felling and records

Above: This rural scene
on the outskirts of
Eketahuna shows little
trace ofthe heavy bush
which the first settlers
faced. (Photo:
Ash Spice)
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