= = S - ;
NEW ZEALAND OPERA GOMPANY
T R T T TS T A PR {4 AL AT
March-June 1965

CHRISTCHURCH, INVERCARGILL, DUNEDIN, PALMERSTON NORTH, WELLINGTON. HASTINGS. NAPIFR, NEW PLYMOUTH
HAMILTON, AUCKLAND




There
s no finer
lager beer

TANGY, ;
REFRESHING |
|

¥

!
{

BREWED AND BOTTLED IN NEW ZEALAND



Ciern

THE NEW ZEALAND OPERA GOMPANY

(under the Nutional Sponsorship of New Zealand Breweries Limited and with: the assistance of the Queen Elizabetlr 1l Arts Conncil)

DIRECTORS
Fred Turnovsky, O.B.E. (Chairman) James L. Hartstonge (Deputy Chairman)
Mrs Harry Brusey Donald Munro. M.B.E. Malcolm Nankivell Frank Littlejohn Edwin Sumner
EXECUTIVE STATF
General Manager: Ulric Williams. Production Directer: Donald Munro. Secretar;

-Manager: Constance Scolt

Music by George Gershwin  Libreito by DuBose Heyward
Lyries by DuBose Heyward and Ira G, i Founded on the play ‘Porgy’ by DuBose and Dorothy Heyward

ELLA GERBER —Director

ed as & Broadway, television and film s, became a Bachelor of | with honours and did b
fl:t::\‘\'.::il.‘dzmlg:f :\I‘;\x‘:f;lgh!. lecturer and producer. She has  stu e Juilliard School of Music, New York City, 195
Studied i many piaces (including Stratford-on-Avon) and, in  He has had wide experience throughout the States in opera
addition to dosens of Porgy & Besses throughout the States  symphonic and choral work. Tn addition to his U.S. tour of
and Europe, has dirccted Design for u Stained Glass Window, orgy & Bess he hus conducted Camelot, South Pacific, West

SR 2 ny musicals  Side § Most Happy Fella ete. including the Australia

Tiger Rag, Dark of the Moon, Gypsy and ey
including some in the round, She is the Artistic Direct
Youngstown Playhouse, Of

or of the of the latter two shows.




A new spectacular Qantas Vet service!
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GAST PORGY - AND - BESS

(in order of appearance)

Clara Isabel Cowan
Mingo Sam Stevens . .
Spm:gtin‘ Life Toni lV‘l:lliams Residents of Catfish Row — Fishermen — Stevedores:
Jake Mark Metekingi Thelma Grabmaier, Margarct Kimura, Peti Rei, Mary
Sercna Delores Ivory Reid, Melva Puki, Polly Tarawhiti, Hera Wainohu,
Robbins Peter Keiha Loraine Bristowe, Ann Baird, Ngaire Karaka, Newha
Ruby Newha Taiaki Taiaki, Josh Gardiner, Rangi Hapi, Kahu Karaitiana,
Jilf' . Don Selwyn Sid Reweti, George Henare, John Denny, Edward
g‘“p'o " Api Taylor Huriwai, Tuta Kainamu, Bill Mataira, Don Selwyn,
eter, the i .
Ho;leyman Bob Hirini Ross Waters, George Wlkd‘ll'a‘ Peter ?ov.m. A
Lily Celeste Bavker Children: Mark and Jessica Metekingi, Api Taylor.
Annie Diana Winterburn
Maria Hannah Tatana .
Porgy Inia Te Wiata MUSIDAL STARE:
Bess Martha Flowers Chorus Master: HARRY BRUSEY, O.B.E.
Crown John McCurry

Chief Repetitenr: PATRICK FLYNN

Detective Eric Wood Repetitenr: GWYNETH BROWN.

Policeman  Bernard Reid

Undertaker Bill Mataira Resident Producer: JOHN THOMPSON
Frazier Tuta Kainamu
Strawberry
woman Peti Rei
Crabman Edward Huriwai
Coroner John Roberts

ACT I ACT II

the place: Charleston, South Carolina SCENE . Catfish Row. Before dawn a week
time: the recent past later

. NE 2. Serena’s Room. Dawn of the
SCENE 1. Catfish Row. A summer evening SR S Do f

i : el Jollowing day
:éi;é % gz;/f:f;; gs: _2/’;75711{[/?];[;;];:,-mgh, SCENE 3. Calfish Row. The next night

SCENE 4. Kittiwah Island. Evening, of the —SC™NE 4. Catfish Row. The following mor-

! ! ning .
same day SCENE 5. Catfish Row. Five days later,

afternoon
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The story of the opera
ACT 1

a summer evening and ‘the living is easy’, as Clara,
herman’s wife sings a lullaby to her baby. Soon it
will be time for the nightly dice game under the lamp-
light. Robbins, a stevedore, joins the gamblers in spite
of the protests of his wife, Serena, and the crap shooters
begin to ‘roll the bones’. Porgy, a crippled beggar, who
makes his rounds in a little cart drawn by his trusty
goat, enters the game to chance his luck with the
‘buckra’ (white folks’) money he has gained in alms
during the day. And so does Crown, a stevedore with a
gladiator’s body, a bad name and a taste for liquor,
accompanied by his woman, Bess who is disdained by
the respectable housewives of Catfish Row. Another
player is Sportin’ Life, a dope pedlar from New York’s
Harlem who has come South for reasons best known
to himself to sell ‘happy dust’ (cocaine) along the water
front. He has a lustful eve for Bess. Porgy worships
her, too, from his knees. His is ‘a sense of infinile
patience, and beneath it the vibration of unrealised,
but terrific energy . . . he was waiting, waiting with the
concentrating inlensity of a burning glass.”

Crown is drunk and roistcrous and a sniff of
Sportin® Life’s ‘happy dust’ drives him amuck. He
quarrels with Robbins over a throw of the dice and
kills him with a stevedore’s cotton hook. The game
breaks up hurriedly and the tenants of the Row hasten
indoors as the word police is whispered. Bess urges
Crown to leave and he heads for the palmetto jungles
of Kittiwah Island across the bay Lo wait till the hue-
and-cry has died away. She seeks shelter, but the
neighbours slam their doors in her face. Sportin® Life
entices her to come with him to New York, but she
spurns him and finds refuge within crippled Porgy’s
poor hovel.

It is nighl. Robbins® corpse lies shrouded and the
neighbours file sadly past, each contributing to the
saucer which holds the burial fund. Sercna raises her
voice in a dirge and the others join her lamentation,
‘A white man cnters, the protective curtain of silence
which the ncgro draws about his life when the
Caucasian intrudes hung almost tangibly in the air.’

He is a detective, who warns Serena that unless her
husband is buried next day his body will be turned
over to medical students for dissection. After question-
ing he holds Peter, the meek Honeyman, as a material
witness and takes him off to goal. The undertaker tells
Serena that the collection reaches only 18 dollars, but
he agrees to bury Robbins although he will be out of
pocket.

It is morning some weeks later. The chimes of St.
Michael's sound nine o'clock and the fishermen make
their nets ready for next day’s haul. Lawyer Frazier
arrives and offers Bess a divorce from Crown
for only a single dollar if there are no complica-
tions. But there are complicalions, however, for Bess
was never married to Crown, but the lawyer promises
to change Bess from ‘woman to lady’ for only fifty
cents extra. Porgy, now settled down comfortably with
Bess as his housekeeper, explains his philosophy of
life to his neighbours. He has ‘plenty of nothin’, but
‘nothin’s plenty for me’ as long as he has his gal, his
song and heaven the whole day long. Sportin’ Lile
tempts Bess with ‘happy dust’. Maria and others
pounce on Sportin’ Life and tell him they hate his
struttin’ style. Porgy orders the dope peddlar out of
the courtyard. Bess is reluctant to join the annual picnic
of the ‘Repent Ye Saith The Lord” lodge, but Porgy
persuades her to go with Maria as her escort. A happy
procession forms and the neighbours depart for
Kittiwah Island leaving Porgy alone. Sportin® Life
iries hard to turn the innocent picnic on Kittiwah
Island into an orgy. He sceptically reviews the bible
storics of David and Goliath, Jonah and the Whale,
and Mosesand Pharaoh’s daughter. As for Methuselah,
what's the point of living to be nine hundred years old.
if the girls won't Jook at you? Maria indignantly inter-
venes to restore decorum. The steamboat siren sounds
and the picnickers depart for the mainland. Bess is
last to leave, Crown springs out of a thicket and seizes
her. She tells him that she now belongs to Porgy. but
he roars with laughter and carries her, yeilding, into
the jungle. ;

ACT I

It is a week later. The fishermen led by Clara's
husband. Jake, depart for the Blackfish banks. The
daytime life of Catfish Row goces serenely by. The
strawberry woman with her traditional street cry, and
the Crabman, make their rounds. Porgy sees a buzzai
a bird of ill omen, and drives it away. Bess is delirious.
Porgy is distraught with fear that she will not recov
Serena prays for her, tells Porgy that Doctor Jesus has
agreed Lo take the case, and she will soon be w I
again. Bess emerges [rom her fever to consciousness.
She is full of shame and fear that Crown will return
and snatch her away again, but Porgy soothes her and
promises to protect her. Suddenly the tranquility of the

afternoon is broken by the sharp peal of the hurricane
bell, the wind rises and the shutters 'round Catfish
Row rattle and bang in the gathering storm.

The neighbours huddle together for shelter in
Serena’s room, and sing hymns and spirituals for
solace into the storm. There is a sudden knocking at
the door and Crown breaks into the room. He has
swum all the way from Kittiwah through the hurricane
and demands that Bess return to him. He mocks the
[rightened neighbours. defies the thunder and lightn-
ing. and blasphemously claims God as his friend. Tn a

continued an page 16
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THE AUCKLAND FESTIVAL SOCIETY INC.

PLEASE COMPLETE AND MATL THIS COUPON TO ...

2

Auckland Festival Society (Inc.),
P.O. Box 1411,
AUCKLAND, C.1

1/We apply to be enrolled as a subscribing Menber(s) of the
AUCKLAND FESTIVAL SOCIETY (Inc.).

SIGNED S —— - - -
(State whether Mr., Mes, of Miss— Please Brint)

FULL POSTAL ADDRESS
Oorupelon; s
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PROGRAMME

1965 AUCKLAND FESTIVAL

OPERA — CHORAL AND

MAY 15— JUNE 6

“NEW ZEALAND'S MOST MEMORABLE OCCASION”

SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA

CONCERTS — DRAMA

CHAMBER MUSIC, SPOKEN POETRY, TOURS, FILM FESTIVAL, ART EXHIBITIONS
#A VENFRABLE FEAST OF ENTERTAINMENT"

THE LARGEST AND MOST COMPREHENSIVE FESTIVAL IN THE DOMINION
MUSICAL NUMBERS
ACT I 17. Duet: ‘What You Want
1. Lullaby, ‘Summertime’ .. Clara With Bess?” .. ¢ Crotti g Bess
2.'A \Afrot:mn Is A Sometime * * *
ing’ .. Jake and Ensemble
<4 Lnlmncc of Porﬂ\, ACT IT
“They Pass By Singing’ Porgy 1. Reprise: ‘It Take A
4, Crap Game Fugue Long Pull' .. .. Jake and Fishermen
5. ‘Gone, Gone, Gone!" Ensemble 2. Street Cries, Strawberry Woman,
6. ‘Overflow’ Ensenible Crab Man
7. Arisos: My Man’s 3. “Time and Time Again' .. Serena and Ensembie
Gone Now” .. Serena and Ensemble 4. ‘Buzzard’ .. s Porgy and Ensemble
8. Train Song: ‘Leavin® Fo De 5. Duet: *I Loves You, Porgy’ Porgy and Bess
Promis’ Lan’’ . Maria and Ensemble 6. ‘Oh, Doctor Jesus’ Principals and Lnsemble
9. Rowing Song: ‘It Take A Long 7. ‘Oh, De Lawd Shake De Heaven® Ensemble
Pull To Get There’ .. Jake and Fishermen 8. ‘Here’s Somebody Knockin®
10. Divorce Scene: At De Door’ LEnsemble
‘Woman To Lady’ Porgy. Bess, Frazier 9. ‘A Red Headed Woman® Crova and Ensemble
and Ensemble 10. “Clara, Don’t You Be
11. ‘1 Got Plenty O' Nuttin®* B .. Purgy Downhear Ensemble
12. Struttin’ Style « Mariaand Sportin’ Life 1. ‘Summertime’ .. s - e Bess
13. Duet: “Bess You Is My ; 12. ‘Good Morning’ " Ensemble
Woman Now® Porgy and Bess 13. Trio Serena, Annie and Lily
14. Picnic Song: “Oh, T Can’ 1 Sit Down’ . Ensemble 14. “There’s A Boat That’s Leavin’
15. *Ha Da Da’ Ensemble Soon For New York™ Sportin’ Life and Bess
16. ‘It Ain't 15. *Where's My B Porgy. Serena and Maria
ccessarily So'  Sportin’ Life and Ensemble 16. *I'm On My Way Porgy and Ensemble
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The chorus, with, in second to back row. chorus masier, Harry Brusey (right)
and chief repetiteur, Patrick Flynn




“| GOT PLENTY
0’ NUTTIN,
AN’ NUTTIN'S
PLENTY
FO’ ME...”

“But it ain’t necessarily so”—not for everyone, anyway. They look
ahead . . . sec all the exciting possibilities in life . . . opportunities
waiting. Then find the best way to make them come true . . . the
National way . . . good money management and regular saving. With
a National Bunk cheque account, it’s so simplc to take care of day to
day bills and periodic payments. And, of course, your deposits in
the National Bank Savings Bank draw regular interest Lo build
them into the kind of moncy that makes nice homes, good education.
travel —the things you really wanl—a reafify. Nuttin® to it. ..
when you bank with . . .

The Wotionol Bawk

OF NEW ZEALAND LIMITED
-YOUR FRIENDLY BANK

SAVINGS BANK TRADING BANK

NEARLY 200 BRANCHES AND AGENCIES THROUGHOUT NEW ZECALAND




Notes on the opera

In 1926 George Gershwin fell in love with duBose Heyward’s novel ‘Porgy’ and decided this
was the story for his long planned opera. Heyward told him that he was in the process of
dramatising the novel in collaboration with his wife, playwright Dorothy and suggested that
the opera wait upon the play. The first production of the play, by the Theatre Guild, was
staged in 1927. (Incidentally, it was in conjunction with Theatre Guild that the opera was
eventually presented in 1935.)

It was 1933 before Gershwin was free to proceed with his plans and then, because he was
tied by radio commitments to New York and because Heyward liked to work only in the
South, the collaboration was done mainly by mail.

As the most difficult part for Heyward was cutting the dialogue by about hall to [it into
the scope of an opera, it was agreed that he would write the scenes and lyrics first and that they
would call in Ira, George’s brother, to write some of the lyrics. Heyward welcomed the
chance to work with a lyric writer with as much theatrical cxperience as Ira and the lyrics
were divided almost equally between them with Ira concentrating on the more sophisticated
ones — notably Sportin’ Life’s songs — and Heyward on those portraying the more simple,
genuine Negro emotions. They share the credit for ‘Bess, You is my Woman now”, I loves
you, Porgy’, ‘Oh Red-Headed Woman and ‘Oh I can’t sit down’.

In July 1934 George Gershwin went to live on Folly Island 10 miles off Charleston for 2
months to get the “feel” of the people and he joined in their singing and shouting at revival
meetings. The opera. which took him [l months to compose and 9 months Lo orchestrate,
was finished in Seplember, 1935, and it was agreed to call it ‘Porgy and Bess™ to avoid
confusion with the play.

It is interesting (o note that at the time of the first production there were few negroes with
professional operatic experience, just as at the time the New Zealand Opera Company’s pro-
duction was cast, there were lew Maoris with proflessional operatic experience. The original
cast included Todd Duncan as Porgy, Anne Brown as Bess and vaudeville players John W.
Bubbles and Ford L. Buck as Sportin” Life and Mingo respectively. It opened in Boston,
then played Broadway, Philadelphia, Pitisburgh, Chicago, Detroit and Washington, D.C.
Since then. of course, it has toured the States dozens of times and played all round the world

except, until now. the South Pacific!

* * *

““Porgy and Bess is not a work of social significance. 1t barely hints at the perplexed question
of relations between the races that still agitates the national conscience, but beyond its
synthesis of talents and act of co-operation between a Southern poet, self-emancipated from
native prejudice, and a New York composer, only a generation removed from the Ru n
ghetlo, the folk opera required for its fulfilment the dedication of a group of negro actors
and sin few of whom had ever themselves experienced a world like that of Catfish Row.
The end result transcended its contributory parts, revealing not only & finished work of art
but also of brotherhood.” ) -
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gratefully acknowledges the assistance of the following local committees:

CHRISTCHURCH
The New Zealand Opera Company’s Christchurch
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Nicholson, Messrs R. Hewton, G. Mackinlay, J. W.
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Dunedin Arts Council. Chairman: Mr L. W. Logan.
Secretary: Mr E. J. Chronican. Treasurer: Mr E. A. D.
Burt. House Manager: Mr D. Hobbs. Mesdames T. H.
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Kechie, Professor P. Platt. Messrs K. M. Hay, M.
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STORY OF THE OPERA ! Contined from Page 10)

sudden lull in the storm, Clara looks out of the window
and shrieks that her hushand’s boat has turned turtle
in the river.

It is night and the storm has blown itself out. Bess
nurses Clara’s baby and Po sits watching at his
window. Sportin® Life sneaks by and gleefully predicts
trouble between Porgy and Crown over Bess. Crown
stealthily enters. creeps over to Porgy door. The
crippled beggar springs out at him, seizes the knife in
Crown’'s hand and (wists it into his body. Now he
cries exultantly, Bess has her man.

Next morning the neighbours busily remove the
traces of the night's struggle. A group of white men
enter: the detective, the coroner. a policeman: a_nd
doors and shulters are closed on them. The detective

Watch for the New Zealand Opera Company’s winter tour, July to Sep-
tember: Mozar’s ‘DON GIOVANNI® produced by John Thompson and
Verdi’s ‘IL. TROVATORE’ produced and designed by Raymond Boyce.

WELLINGTON, PALMERSTON NORTH, HASTINGS., NAPIER, HAMILTON, AUCKLAND, CHRISTCHURCH.
INVERCARGILL, DUNEDIN

HASTINGS

Hastings British Music Society (Inc.). President: Dr E.
J. Velvin. Secrerary: Mrs Miles Greenwood.

NAPIER
Convenor: Mr J. Fairclough. Mrs L. Neilson, Misses
U. and R. Calson, Mc A. Hocking, 1. Tngley

NEW PLYMOUTH

Chairman: F. K. Adams. Secrerary: Miss J. Lindsay.
Me: i M. Huggett, I. Lankshear,
Messrs 1. Buxton, 1. N. Menzies.

HAMILTON

New Zealand Opera Company Representative: Mrs
L. Cumming,

AUCKLAND

The Auckland Grand Opera Socicly Ine. President:
Mr G. T. Lee. Chairman: Mrs W. P. Reardon. Vice
Chairman: Mrs E. Milverton-Carta. Secretar) iss
J. K. Anderson. Treasurer. Miss M. Harrison. Hon.
Solicitor: Mr K. Ryan. Hon. Auditor: Mr T. L. Gick.
Mesdames J. Bickler, V. Dawes, V. Knight, K. Loomb,
N. Robertson, Misses M. Harrison, E. Kimbell. M.
Williamson, Messrs D. Boxer, T. L. Gick. K. R.
Wallace.
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interrogates the neighbours, but they say they know
nothing of what has happened. The Coroner explains
that he is Porgy’s friend and his room is pointed out.
Porgy admits he knew Crown and is taken away as a
witnss to identify the body. Sportin’ Life tells Bess that
her man has gone for good. Now is the time for her to
come to New York and enjoy life with him. He tempts
her with “happy dust’ and she succumbs.

A week goes by and Catfish Row slumbers in the
afiernoon sun. Porgy relurns home (o everyone's
delight. He brings prescnts for the women and children
and a bright red gown for Bess. As he is about (o enter
his room the neighbours tell him sadly that Bess has
gone a with Sportin’ Life to New York. Porgy
calls for his goat cart and leaves on the long journey
north in search of his losi Bess.
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The New Zealand Opera Company
is grateful to the following Sponsors

NEW ZEALAND BREWERIES LIMITED
(National Sponsor)
AUCKLAND GRAND OPERA SOCIETY INC.
AUCKLAND SAVINGS BANK
AUCKLAND STOCK EXCHANGE
AUSTRALIAN CONSOLIDATED INDUSTRIES LTD.
A.C.I. Plastics (N.Z.) Ltd.  Flexible Packaging Ltd.
Hygrade Packaging Company ~ New Zealand Fibre Glass Company
New Zealand Glass Manufacturers Co. Pty. Ltd.
CHAS. BEGG & CO. LTD.
BELL RADIO TELEVISION CORPORATION LTD.
CARLTON-CARRUTHERS du CHATEAU LTD.
CONSOLIDATED HOTELS LTD.
THE DOMINION MOTORS LIMITED
DUNLOP NEW ZEALAND LIMITED
FORD MOTOR COMPANY OF NEW ZEALAND LIMITED
GODFREY PHILLIPS NEW ZEALAND LTD.
JAMES HARDIE & COY. PTY. LTD.
(Fibrolite)
HAY'S LIMITED
IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES (N.Z.) LTD.
LANE, WALKER, RUDKIN LIMITED
MILLERS LTD.
THE NATIONAL BANK OF NEW ZEALAND LTD.
N.Z. FOREST PRODUCTS LIMITED
N.Z. NEWSPAPERS LTD.
NEW ZEALAND OPERA SOCIETY
( Christchurch)
NEW ZEALAND OPERA SOCIETY
( Wellington)
NEW ZEALAND UNITED CORPORATION LIMITED
P D L INDUSTRIES LTD.
PYE LTD.
REID NEW ZEALAND RUBBER MILLS LIMITED
SHELL OIL NEW ZEALAND LTD.
W. A. STEVENSON & SONS LTD.
TAPPENDEN MOTORS LTD.
TATRA LEATHER GOODS LTD.
UNITED EMPIRE BOX CO. LTD.
P. J. VICKERY LIMITED
ZIP INDUSTRILS LTD.

Printec by | A WINTON & CO. LTD., Wellingten




