BEIcF HISTORY OF POTTERY IN HAVKES BaY.

sterting with some of the early settlers meking and firing
their own bricks for fireplaces and some buildings, clay has
“been & part of Hewkes Bey life since esrly times,

Por many yesrs Dolbel's operzted & large brickworks in
Hyderbad Hoad, at the base of Nepier hill, 1t wes closed down
in 1958 end vwas demglishéd'SOGA:after» e

John ﬂulforﬁ, vho cmme from a family with & long involvement

Vwith pottery, errived in Nepier in I875 with his son, John Junior,

to work at galbel'f‘nrlck-yard. In the 1680's John Junior

moved to Havelock Worth. 1In Te #ata Rosd, and later in Joll

Kozd, he made pipes, urns an& gl&zeé war%fun$ii 1914. f His son

- Huelin continued to meke =nd fire earthenvere in Fulford Raad,

where he ﬂ:nufacturea flower pots until I970. His grandson, ’
David, also nroﬁuced throanVare until the lote Iﬁ7ﬂ’s.'

Fronw I€O§ to 1959 hamuel Bves end his son ?eg Opera$eﬁ =
brickworks in Campbell Buaibt, Laveleck North. Bsth the Eves
'fdctory and the Fapier hriekworks snffereﬁ:sGAﬁféé from the
'deeline in brick constraetioﬁ féliawing fhe 1931 earthquake. E=

Elizabeth %a&hgraen, vho wes awarded the B v for her services

to potting in Hew aeulhnq, worked in Havelock lorth in the 1930‘
rc&uelng Poks Fottery. In 1940 she moved to vellington,
thking that neme with hera = —

It was in 1955 that studio pottary kaggn tc flonrinh in ﬁawkea
Bay. May Smith and Connie Vgrbaeket4 ﬁith / 'Whelg of Ie0
Festall, tuen‘ulrectar of the.ﬁawke’s Say nrtvﬁélleryfaﬁd‘ﬁuseum,
 founded the art Sallgxx : ;ﬁroup in Napiers This grogg

aperatsd.iniﬁ: ‘ 1d office building next to the museam.
Hary H@rdmick bﬁit gave the first class, and for some xears
all the work produced by the $welling ﬂemhership %33 0f>Fulf0rd'a
Te Wata clay. This was well suited to #re lead giésai slinware
and it wasn't until tne commerciasl stoneware clays became
available that studio pottery really became established.

_From the 1950*'s through to the I1950's the interest in patterv"
‘has grown and the Nopier groupn, like the Keirungs aﬂﬁ Tara&ale :
groups, now nave their own well equined club rooms. .Is»1975

the Hawke's iay nssociatian of Potters was forseﬁsné%k-the
intention of siving oversll limsion between the local groups end -




the New Zealand Society of Potters and in co-ordinating visits
by overseas poiters to the areas :

These visits include meny very distinguished international
votters sterting in I962 with & visit by Pernsrd Teach, from
England, and in 1964 Takeichi Kswai from Jepen. In I965 choji
Hemadzs and his som itsuya demonstrated in Nepier snd later the
same year lven licieekin, from sustrelis, visited =nd lecturede.
196¢& saw a demonstration by “ichsel Cardew at the “o0ol Exchange
building in Napier - their carvet hed to be well covered with
tarpoulins o orotect from the flying clay. : Kenneth €1ark,
from Inglend, was ne »xt to visit in IG70 followed by Alan>Caiger—
Smith in I1975. Fram Janan came Professora !nxaka Kondo and
zenji Miyaeshita vho demonstrated at the Hawke'a Bay Community
College in 1979. Harry Davis and Alsn Feascod both demonstr&ted
at Hevelock Horth and other well knovn potters heve also given
freely of their knowledge and skills %o 1oca1 notters.

Havke's Bay hosted the 3rd. New Zealané beciety Qt Petters
exhibition during its provinc1a1~cantenniai in 1958, at VcLean
Perk in Fovier. The I8th. was held as the first major exhibition
in the then newly constructed ﬂastingacity cultursl Centre (now :
the Culturel Trusiﬂﬁzhibitlcn Centre) in I1975. And in conjunctt)n
with the 1985 *Potters snd Fots' convention of the New Zealond
Society their 26th. Nation2l Exhibition was shown at the Havke's
Bay Art Gellery and Museum in Hopier. Also held there this rear
was the Society's Donmestic Ymme exhibltion*

This present exhibition brings together a gruap nf ten Hevke's
Bay vpotters with a wide diversity af’stvIeS“anﬁ firing“techniquas.
Kilns range from electric, gaz,eﬁiesei to pit fires and very Iﬁng
wood-firings in s traﬂitianal snzgama tyve kiln. “ost are now
using .stoneware clavs ‘even though these do not occur naturallx
in Hawke's Tey =and have to be brought in fram other aresag =

Bruce Martin 1997.

Acknowledgement is given to the H.B. Cultural Trust for 1nformati‘n "
on early pottery in ilawke's Ray. :



