Kamaka Potieiuy.
Estedle and Bruce llartin.,

Our poiting experience began iwentylive years aga, together with an
dAnterest in {lower arrangement (Jkebana) and related aspects of Japanese
culture. At that time we exhilited widely throughout flew Zealand and were
accepted as Exhibiting llembers of the N.Z. Society of Potters, and Artist
llembers of the H.B. Art Gallewy and lluseun. In 1965 we formed a partnership
and began potiing full-time, producing mainly domestic wares and Ldoral
containers.

Jn 1978, on our Liret visit to Japan, we travelled extensdvely visiting
potteridies, museums and art galleries and otudied the ancient methods of
producing and firing pois. Following our vieit, we built our anagana kiln,
which 46 traditional 4in sdize and shape to the ancient bank-kilne of Japan,
which were wsed during the Xamakura Period from 1185 o 1333. Cur kiln ie
dined with hard brick rather than gued being dug into a clay bank, but
otheusise, the technique of firing over a long period of time, usdng wood
as fuel, and without usding any glazes, s very similar to the techniques
used 800 years ago.

Statietice:- Length inside = bm. TFlue length = bm. lax. width inside =
2.1m. flax. height = 1.7n. UWood zequired = 25 tonne (approx)
Length of firing = 10 daye. Cooling = 10 days. Number
0f pots = 120e-1500.

The pots are loaded into the kiln without any glaze or colowrant beding
used. Eachpot&pLacedeonaobte}u,o&padao#olm;,Maudza
way that the {lame and ash from the [ire can create patierns and colours on
each pot. Ji itakes eight to ten days to carwy the pois from the workshop
io the kiln and to doad ithen. After loading the doore are closed up except
for a 23cm. oquare opening, where the wood 4is pushed onto the grate dinside
the kiln. A olow fire 4is started to day out the kiln and any moisture
remaining 4in ithe pots, then the temperature is gradually increased over ithe
next few days. Pine wood is used throughout the firing and the fine ash
tron the {ire gradualdy coate the shouldersbf the pote and this melts into a
natural glaze at the height of the Liring.

lWoaking 4in 24 hour shifts, and with more help later, when much faster
otofking 4o required, we increase the temperature in ithe front of the kiln
to over 1300°C. At L«Ma’/one, bundle of wood is put into the kiln every
ten 1o fifteen minutes, but this 4ie increased +o one bundle every 17 to 2
minutes as we approach the highest iemperatures. From the seventh day to
the tenth day, as well as thefront, we also sdide stoke through the three
anall doors on each sdde of the kidln, Finedy split wood is used here io
bring the heat back through the kiln, to give more even temperatures through-
out the kidn. Our dast firing was 94 daydlong - we tried for ten days lbut
Zan out of wood.

After ten days for cooling, the kiln is opened, and it is then that the
wonder of the heat, ash and smoke can be seen. AllL the pots have been



completely tranoformed. The sdide of the pot ithat was facing the flame
during the firing and itherefore receives the most ash, lecomes the front,
but the back of the pot is always fumed and sdightly coated with ash io
create a glorious natwial range of coldours that are quite unobiainalle by
any other method of Liring, or even by modern methods of glaze technology.

Our dinterest in this ancient method of Liring, brought ws 4into friendly
contact with a lfr. Sanyo Fujii, of Japan, who is a master potter, askilled
in the traditional techniques of anagama firing. He took a great interest
4in our project and the success of our Lirei firing and , in 1983, came o
dive and work with us for seven monthe and to quide us with our second
tiring. TmMmaoauwoMUmhedwaedmmmedm
of our work, which, together with the pots he had made while working with
ws, we shipped to Japan oo that he could arrange a jodint exhilbition of our
work.  In lay 1984, ln Fujii, and ourselves, had a very successful joint
exhibition at the liitoukoshi Art Callery 4in Csaka. As a result of this
exhibition, wehwebmuudmkupmwgwugouppb&edm15-
16 of our pots for permanent display, and to have further exhilbitions with
them every iwelve ito eighteen months.



