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fo ming

HE citizens of Napier are justly
proud of their Cathedral. It

it a fine building, and round

it cling memories and  associ-
ndear; it to all
ause it to be re-

ations which

church people, and
garded with feelings of affection by even
those who do not belong to the Anglican
, the younger genera-
re perhaps rather prone to take

ges they enjoy as matters of
, and do not sufficient honour
to those braye souls who faced dangers,
. and smoothed the )
for those that came after. True they
did not work in the hope of reward.
ised the truth of Stevenson’s
The true success is to labour.”
worked for theé: love of it, and
efore the results of their labour
were all _the moble But  their  self-
abnegation does mnot lighten the debt
we owe them.  Rather it makes it
greater. The history of St. John’s is o
typical record of the self-denial, per-

Church. Nowaday

THE LATE BISHOP SELWYN.
severance, and courage which stamped
the early settlers of New Zealand. They
faced perils and privations with a hero-
ism which must command our admira-
tion, and  their achievements place us
under an obligation we can never repay.
Our only means of honouring their
memories is to keep them green, and
see that when the monuments of their
work are lauded, the workers are not
forgotten.

In compiling a historyt, of the parish
no one is better fitted forythe task than
Mr. J. B. Fielder, who has been in con-
tinual coffice as vestryman and_church-
warden of the parisa since July 13th,

diocesan ry and treasurer
October 301
since Janus

d_ regi
This

may.

surely be regarded as a record.
< written a most comprehen-
of the diocese, and from

Incambent, of Havelock Parish, who, as
a layman, held services in the o'd School,
¥

march of events in the ps

of the photographs—some

of which are unique—with which the
article is illusts

As in so many other places in the
North Island, the beginnings of Church

ife in Napier are closely lcomnected
with the name of Bishop Selwyn. At the
first sale of Napier town lands, held on
April 5th, 1855, this great churchman,
with his usual foresight and acumen,
ed linds  on  Napic

%

pureh terrace,

which now forms part of the “Hawk
Bay Tust;

an endowment  for
In March, 18
other endowment was started by the

Chureh purpose: 9, an-

early settlers, who contributed in cattle

and sheep, when they were not able

and this was brought
to a suecessful issue by the la reh.
Samuel Wikliams, of Te Aute. These
and other endowinents, of which  the
Archdecon was primarily the origina-
tor,” are mow the sour
the cler

of the diocese,
and native, derive granis'in aid of their
stipends; grants, but for which the
sparsely-settled and poorer parts of t
diocesé would” be very badly off.

Whén dealing with the e history
of Napier, we must remember that up
to the year 1868 the provincial district
of Hawke’s Bay formed part of the
Diocese of Wellington.

The first indi
efforts of the es
in crecting a house of worship was in

ST. JOHN’S CHURCH AND VICARAGE IN

14, 1908

November,
tion- list
was published. On Febr
the following year, the indefatigable
Bishop Selwyn ved in Napiet
ing come overland by wa
and he held divine sery
¢ in the only suitable

ilding in the township, the
. which then stood
Tennyson and  Hastings-
afterwards known as Newton’s
corner. Here all meetings of the little
settlement were held, and it was not a
palatial structure by any means. The
Roman Catholics were ahead of
denominations in building a pls
worship in Napier, and in the
part of March a church was
opened - in  Shakespeare-road by that
good old pries the Rev.
Regnier. A month later we find
Hawke's Bay “Herild
ment signed by H. ST
of church committee,

8, when the first subserip-
ising -funds for this purpose
fourth of

THE LATE REV.

TOWNSHEND,

Vicar of the Parish from 1867 to 1877

premium for the best plans and speci
fications for an Episcopalian chureh, to
seat two-hundred and fifty people, the
cost not to exceed £500.

As there was no ordained clergyman
in the little township at that time, ser-
vices were held in the schoo

Captain Newman and Mr.
shall. 1t was not till June of the y
1859 that the Rev. Harry Woodford S

Hill arr in Napier to take charge
of the district, which then extended to
Meeanee and Clive. He held his first

vice in the Government school on
the morning of Sunda; th. The

b
Rev, Peter yterian
monister, who had landed in Napier only
a short while before Mr. St. Hill, held

ice in the same building on the even-
ng, and they continued alternate se
vices till their respective churches were
ed. Owing to lack of funds, Mr.
Hill's congregations was unable to
proceed with the building of the pro-

1862.
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ST. JOHN'S CATHEDRAL, NAPIER.

INTERIOR OF THE CATHEDRAL.

THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF THE. DIOCESE OF WAIAPU.
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posed,ghach. as sooi s her. VM ha e
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contend.
and when
thé wonders they aceomplished
wce of what would now be look

ed upon by many as unsurmountable
obstacles, we must feel thankful that
New Zealand was colonised by such in-
trepid_spirits.. There were no roads or

1y those far offd:
nicition with the outsi

"
both difficult - and

s, and com-
o world
spasmodic. Fng'ish
mails reachied New Z 1 with news
three months old. and even from Auck
land and Wellington the mails only
rived *twice, or perhaps three fim
a month. Sugar was sixpence a pound,

Jiea

JPHE LATE MR.H. 8. TIFFEN,
A munificent benefactor of the Parish.
the two pound loaf cost eight-pence,

and ther_provisions were dear in pro-
portion. -Stil,dn spite of it all, money
alyays found for worthy ulxjeLL~,
and those who ¢ould 1ot not giv
gave in kind, There were many

was

relatives

cheerful  Mark Tapley Napier

those stirr anll
nearly  everybody happy
and “contented. 3 vastly
different, from the pretty _ Seaside
town we _know to-day. There - w
no buildings “at - all . between Tenny
son and Emerson streets, and to obtain
access from one thoroughfare to an-
other, Mr.: J B. Brathwaite n.e mana.

I
ger of the Union Bank, which
St Bba, e ths shops

s situ-

THE LA’

& BISHOP WILLIAMS,

Firs

Bishop of W

iapu.

The

exisie

Waekly Graphic ar;d” New

46V and. MeDou:
it sre mow. had to
S catise Wy 40 get Ackoss when

tgiide

cumitir 507in the year My St. Hill
o, @ meeting of church n\(\lulwn
was held in_the schoolroom, Mr J.
Brathwaite presiding, and the Bishop of
Wellington (Dr. Abraliam): being among
those present, At the suggestion of his
Lordships:the metting gave a guarantee
for the payment of a stipend of
per annum to their minister, to provide
him with s house, and an allowance fol
horse to travel about the
canee and Clive, sucl guarantees being
for three hop then under-
ces of a clergyman,
ving in the meantime re
. At this meeting the
1t to
a site, and
building:
hwaite, Lyndon, T\
R. Newton, Sealy,
and Mr J. B. Ferguson to
v this worthy band

took to obta
Hill b

Mr St.

T
rds, T
l/rwr:\hl

survivor, and

the oo
not believe in wastin
considered va

time) met, mul
s, Several mes

ings were necessiry bofore a dec
could be-made, but finally the committee
the. . land  upon  which

he v now - stands, and

decided purchase it from

Mr J erson. on condition that
aceess to the property should be given
o Tennyson-street, This was the ori
wrch Lane”  There
small house on the place, which was put
in repair, and used as a vicarage. The
o Mr. Boufie'd prepared a phn for a
h, and tenders were called, but the
proved-beyond the means available.
An_alteration “was made_ in the pl.nm
providing for a building 40ft by and
a 14t soud, and tenders were again call
ed; Messrs. Barry) and McSweeney were
the successinl tenderers at- €460,-and af-
erable delay. the church people

was o

the satisfaction” of seeing their la-
bours rewarded with what was at the
time a very
The Rev. i A took
charge of Napier in Ma nd in

the - following ‘year we find m.- S
members at a meeting held on June 24,
and -presided  over.by Mr. J. Wilkinson,
adopting a_petition requesting that Na-
pier shouldbe constituted a parish. The
necessary pe on having been ob-
tained, the Standing Gommittee of the
Discese: of 1 ellington appointed M

iphook churchwatdenlg) and at a
mmmw on October 18th of the same
year, at whicli he presided, he announced
that Napier had been constituted a par-
ish, with houndaries extending to Clive.
e following comprised the first vest
Messrs, T. D. Triphook arid T. A. Bridge,
A I i
Messrs. J. Wilkinson, S,

Russell,
G. Brandon, and
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William
8. Tiffen
were appointed- nomiinators. - The conse-
cration of the new building as the Parish
Church of St. John the Evangelist, was
performed by Bishop. Abraham, of Well-
ington, on Febrnary 1, 1863. Mrs. Abra-

Messrs.

MR. J. B. FIELDER,

chureh-
2 years.

Who has been vestrymar
warden of St. Johws for ov

nd

ham presented the reading desk, ang
St. Ilvll the altar cloth, from Mrs. St.
Hill and friends -in JingL\ml. Four
months later Mt Hill again resigned,
and_the Bishop of Wellington undertook
the services of the parish for a period-of
three month . Hill subsequently
todl temporary charge pending the
val of the Rev. Dr. Lemuel Saywell, of
Sutton, Isle of Ely, who had b
ated to the incumbency. Mr. S
his wife and family arrived in October,
1864, and shortly after the vicarage was
All this time of course Napier
was growing slowly but surely, and an
inereased church roll g the
provision of more accommodatior
was decided to_enlarge the bu
Mr. Charles Mogridge’s tender of uu
was accepted for the work. This was at
the end of the year 1864. Three yea
later Mr. Saywell resigned his cure. The
Right Rev. Dr. William Williams, who
had: removed to Napier from - Poverty

d Mr.

necess

Bay with his family owing to the native
troubles, took charge of the parish dur
first

ing the vacancy, and on the of
November, 1867, just six months a
gation, the nominators,
Messrs. Tiffen, Brandon and Braithwaite,
nominated/sthe Rev. John Townshend,

who was then in charge of the country

ART,

Second Bishop of Waiapu.

1908

district near Napier. The
ington approved, and M
inducted on the first da

Bishop of Well
Tow n\hl nd was
of mber.

The next important in m-m in the
history of the parish occurred in October
of the 1868, when, at the meeting

of the General Synod, which was held in
B Kland, the Hawke's Bay part of the

se of Wellington was incorporated
un.n the Dic of Waiapu, and the
]‘I\\U]) constituted the Parish Chureh of

John the Evangelist, Napicr, as the
Pro-Cathedral of the. Diocest, with Na.
i the headquarters of the See of

Then followed a period of quiet pro-
nd in April, 1873, we find
hioners pur town

1, and 132, from the Hon.

Nupier,

Rohert Hart, of Wellington
and at the same meeting th .
to enlarge the chureh by another 100

sittings, thus giving accommodation
00 sittings. An interestin
light on the progress of the parish is

to
over

also thrown by the fact that authority
was given to make provision for a
pipe organ, which arrived from Messrs.
Hill *antt* Son, London, in the following

When it was installed, “Hymns

MR. J. B, BRATHWAITE,

The only survivor of the original mem-

bers of the chureh committee.

Ancient and  Modern™ substituted

was

for the “New Zealand Hymyal.” and Mr
Hayden Flood waS appointed organist
and choirmaster.
Such_was the increase of wor
b, that in July, 1875, the p
¢ that ‘the vicar needed
assistance, and the Rev. Samuel Robin
son, of the Diocese of Down, Ireland,

DR. W. L.

WILLIAMS.

Present Bishop of the Diocese.
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MEMORIAL WINDOW 7TO«BISHOP WILLIAM WILLIAMS IN NORTH-
IAST CHAPEL.

THE BEAUTIFUL FONT ERECTED 1N 1893.

ST. JOHN’S, NAPIER.

THE CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF THE DIOCESE OF WAIAPU.




to the

commenced

ippointed
Robinso;

o the church
ancial year; and
thie Biglibpgor
piex: hysthe moctwn of
Chapel of #as6 on church land on"Na*
pier-terrace; but owing to certain un-
happy differences. in the parish concern-
ing the curate, and other matters, the

i schieme

scheme fell through, but it gives us a
ar indication of the growth of

the place.
that

1t was during this

the people of the dioc

year
 and,

Bishop laid aside by a
ness which necessitated his resig
Considerable difficulty was found in ap

suceessor. The Ven. Arel-
- W. Williams, of the
op. declined the Bishopric, and so did
Archdeacon Harper, of Timaru

Ven.

son

and Westland. Eventually {he Rev. B.
C, Stuart, formerly organising secretary
of the CALS., was appointed, and at the
end of the year 1877 he was conseerated.
She Dottt ke
of Bishop Williams, an_event which was
deeply mourned.

The Synad of 1876 authorised the divi

John's into two,
but_ this

sion of the parish of St
as it had grown so con
was not ¢
ences previously refer

iderably,

& 95 UG No. 1. The old Masonic Hotel ; No. 2. site of the old
John Townshend sent in his resignation 5
s from February, 1877, and  the Rev.
amuel Robinson, who had also resigned, g 3
left Napier. During the timp the cure for the erection of a church, the site L.
was vacanl, the Revs. St. Hill, Johnstone,  for which was purchased in 1881. in Decem
G. M. D'Arcy Irvine and John Spear took  Shortly afterwards the Rey. Charles —cumbent of i
the servi pending  the appointment Johw’s College, ~ being filled by
of a new vicar, which was not made till inted curate assi  ussistant.
the following year. The choice fell on ilovell. and took charge of the  Wife had latel;
the Rev. De Berdt Hovell, of Prebbleton: it portion of the parish, holding
Clielstplieqp e 4] |""\“I a ~7""\ S in the Lutheran Church, off

ew v ductus-street. treet.

into the cure m the Nhhnp on July d: xeferting “eferring to this period of the

and we mow enter upon a_periadl's historyy i history, on

nd contentment, after the longhe animatyy, ik

although the clergymen whover the it ‘the proposal at the amnual
had beon Ceaporaily i charge Wad savs- of Julvy J50E i Eaobt to vobe the dhoit
ed the parish well. Shortly after the aich boys Iy poys had been added a few
rival of Mr Hovell, steps were taken far before) i pafore) in cassocks and sur-
the erection oi St. Johws schoolroonsuch a (lrnkm,h a departure-was nob-viewsd
on the land that had been recently purbly by somgie" ' some of the members, but
chased from Mr. Robert I n Brown:ventually ¢

xceeding £700.

ing-street, at a cost

With the passing of years, and under
the charge of the new vicar, the affairs
of St. John's progressed apace. In 18
a further enlargement of the church wis
found necessary, and the sum of £70v
was spent in erecting a new chancel and
organ chamber, the work being carried
out by Messrs David Glendenning and
Joshua Bennett. The new portion was
consecrated inJuly of the next year.

was also found that the work ot
the parish had increased to such an ex-
tent that it was imperative to provide for
wants of the people at the
ort, and outlying district. Mr Walter
Welsh, who had Iately arrived with his
from “Home, was appointed lay as-
sistant, and subscriptions were started

THE

LATE CANON ST.
First

in fact,

HILL,

Incumbent of the Parish.
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NAPIER

discussion

mated

(-u(u.\"\ ca

rried by 50 votes to

Wing Ygllowing year was moted for tha
fidt that the incambent and Mr Tuke be-
i us instruction in the
District School, with the consent
of the school committee, two days
the week, after school hours. Classes
were also held at the Port by Mr Welsh
and at Gisborne with much success.

The extension of Church work in N

Napier

pler was very marked during the year
1883, The new church at Port Ahuriri
was consecrated by the Bishop on August

31st, and dedicated to St. Andrew, with
the Rev. Walter Welsh (who had been
ordained deacon at the end of the previ-
aus 3 ar) in charge of the new parochial
district, which was detached from Napier
SR Synod of 1883. Rev. C.

On

serve

DEAN

HOVELL,
The revered Viear of St.
twenty-seven years.

MR.

the

John's

IN

THE
hoolhous
St. John's,

and

YEAR

ke was (\.lumml to Pries
r inducted

1864.

at the corner of

orders
as in

Hasti

and Tenuyson streets;

gress of the parish—the consecration of
ustine’s, Napier South, which had

(ul(nh his place in Napier fed mainly through the ass
Mr. Joshua Parkinson as granted from the Foster Trust,
Mr. Parkinson and his was formed from an estate left
arrived from England, that year by Mrs. Robert Foster.

second
curred another of those incidénts which
as mile stones in the steady pro-

for

ERED. W.

Churchwarden of St

of

WILLIAMS.

Joh

October,

1884,

We now come to the scheme which re.
sulted in the present handsome buildin

of which Napier people are justly proud
It was on December 17, 1885, fhat M
Hovell first brought hefore the vestry his
proposal for the building of o parish

church and eathedral of the diocese, in
brick and stone, on the land

from the Hon. Robt. Hart
street and Church-lane. It
taken up, Mr. Mountfort of Christchu
was commissioned to prepare pl
after due consideration tenders were
called on these plans for various works
in comnection with the building, that of
Messrs. Carmichael and Sons being ac

cepted in July, 18t On September 29th
of the same year the foundation stones of
the main building and the North East
Chapel were laid by the Bishop, tl

ceremony being a most impressive one
and attended by a large concourse of

people of all denominations.

During the progress of the building the
vicar was continuously_on the spot, al-
though a clerk of works was empioyed,
and any bad or indifferent work or mate-
1 was sure to be detected by his eagle
eye, and rejected. Tt was an anxious
time for him and his churchwardens and

Continued on page 41.
-~

CANON MAYNE,

Present Incumbent of the
ducted 1906.

Parish, in
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Continued from page 22

—_—
yestrymen, who at the time were as fol-
(ows: Messrs, H. A. Banner and J. B.
Fielder, churchwardens; Messrs. W, Elli-
#on, P. A. T. Birch, T. J. Brassey,
Owen, M. S. Bell, F. W. Williams, J. Ste-
hens, . P. Mountfort, and N. Heath,
estrymen. They took the keencsl inter-
gst in the work, and particularly in the

ising of tlie necessary funds, Mr. H. 8,

iffen, the great benefactor of the parish,
hiad donated the handsome sum of £3000,
and liberal aas.«mme ras given by the
drustees of the Lo Fund, the 5.P.G.
nd S.P.CK. lh(- liberality of the
‘ureh people of Napier was most com-
mendable in assisting Mr. Hovell to re-
tllse his praiseworthy scheme of giving

he diocese such a noble building, but it

is to be regretted that the efforts that
Ivere made to secure funds for its comple-
Yion were not so successful as:anticipated
4o open it free of debt. The Church
People of Napier were, however, imbued
Mwith a fine spirit of self-reliance and they
@vercame most of the difficulties before
the building was consecrated.
he greut epoch in the history of the
parish of St. John the Evangelist, and
in that of the diocese, had now arrived,
sl:d those who look back on those brlv&
ys feel how much they owe to the
gifted vicar who was af the head of
affairs during a very trying time. The
consecration of the building as the
thedral church of the diocese was im-
:ecsueh performed on December 20th,
1888, by the Bishop, who, in his address
ﬁ ynod  which met that month,
v Mool F aa it ® prevailing feel:
mg in my mind during the last few
months has been the l(mgmg desire to
see the new Cathedral,

ceiving regular reports. Its erection
bas been constantly a sibject of inter-
est to those who have sought informa-
tion about the diocese, and some yalu-
:'l:le gifts had heen presented by friends
token of their sympathy with the
undertaking. Tt js indeed with much
Bhankfulness that 1 view the mce.sxfm
completion of 50 great a work, and I
heartily congratulate the incumbent of
Bt. John'’s, the Rev De Berdt Hovell,
and the zealous churchmen of Napier,
lave co-operated with  him on
the result of their labour;
e expenditure on the site, bui
and fittings to that date was £9,
with liabilities amounting to £1,675,
The extreme length of - the cathedral
is 180 feet, l.mmh 7 feet, height 65

- feet. It has ing accommodation
for over 1,200 persons. The chancel and
organ chamber of the old Duilding. were

i A nd greatly

Proved that rising church. - Some of the
:tmnmqpt windows were presented fo SE.
Paul’s rod, and the remainder of
g was sold; converted into a
e, and ‘erected in Harvey-

1pi

In nne year 1899, the Synod passed
& bill constituting a cathedral chap-
tter, the following being the first mem-
bers: Dean; the Rev. De Berdt Hovel
Canons, Ven.*Archdeacons Samuel Wil-

fiams, and W. L. Williams, Revs. J. E.
TFox and H. W. St. Hill; lav members,
essrs. hornton and J.

Fielder, who- were installed at special
Bervices in the Cathedral on the 9th
and 14th October, 1801,

The year 1890 was an important one
for the cathedral. In April the beauti-
ful large stained glass window presentod

by the widow of the late Hon. Robert
Stokes, M.LC., was, in his memory,
placed in_position. The subject is “Our

Lord in (.Inr\," and_the. window is o
of the largest and finest in the Au
tralasian colonies. Mr. Stokes had al-
tways taken a great interest in the
chureh, and was a member of the third
General Synod, when the revision of the
Church _constitution took place.

the following year {he indefatig-
able Dean Hovell had raised £1,100,
z;mh was pald off'the debt on the

thedral.

Much to the regret of the people of
#he Diocese, the Bishop announced af
#he Synod of 1893, his intention of re-
hlgmng, and returning to Persia, where

e had previously laboured. The office
was subsrqlle’ntly filled by- the appoint-

of the Venerable William Leonard
illiams, B.A., and he was conseerated
e cathedral on January 20th, 1895,

% Hovell was & man who always

nmle a success of waatever work he took
n hand, ‘and he had that remarkable
fneuny ‘which is possessed by all true
érs, of being able to inspire others
» with some -of his own confidence and
enthusiasm. A remarkable instance of
this occurred in the year 1895.° On Sun-
day, July 2lst, he made a special ap-
peal to the church people of Napier to
subseribe the sum of £1,000 by that day
week. A circular from the Dean to the
church members was placed in the
Cathedral at the morning service, and
in it was set out how seventeen years
before there was in Napic
church and one parsonage,
of £1,800. In addition to ftal
this debt-{he church members of Napier,
during the intervening sixteen years had
erected three churches, including the
Cathedral, three school houses, and two
parsonages—eight edifices in  all—the
liability of the Cathedral parish being
£2,000. Great excitement prevailed in
Napier during the weck following the
Dean’s appeal. The first domation was
a cheque from ‘a Rev. church member
for £400, the second was the sum of
one shilling from a poor widow, and so
the list went on.

The following Sunday the Cathedral
was crowded with a vast congregation;
and there was no doubt about the in-
terest or anxiety of the people in the
fate of the weeks” effort. All Napier
had been talking about the great col-
lection for a week past, and the event
had caused considerable excitement. The
Dean carried the donations in the large
offertory dish, and .deposited them on
the table of the sanctuary, followed by
the eyes of everybody in the Cathedral.
When it was announced that the total
sum collected was £1,227 0s. 2d. thet
was a feeling of great rejoicing.
service that morning was more than im-

they
to join in the hymn of thanksgiving
with which the service opened. The
magnificent résponse to the appeal
showed in @ marked degree the wonder-
ful sympathy that existed betwen pas-
tor and people, and it is extremely
doubtful whether any other clergyman
could have carried to a successful issue
such a bold and comprebensive scheme
for the reduction of the debt of the

rish.
The beginning of the year 1805 saw
the parish suffer a great loss by the
death of that munificent benefactor, Mr.
Heory Stokes Tiffen; -who passed away
at the age of 77 years.
his many gifts, Mr. Tiffen bequeathed
the Parish the handsome sum of £1,000.
Death also removed another pronriners
church member; in the person of Mr.
Thomas Kennedy Newton, who for many
years had been a member of the Synod,
the standing committee, and the westry
of the parish.

There then followa a period of calm
progress, during which there were no
events which stand out with marked
prominence, but the work of the parish
went on steadily and-unceasingly under
the careful guidance of the Dean, who
had with him a faithful band of church
workers. Passing rapidly over the in-
tervening incidents, we may mention
ome or two which will revive' memories
among those who. worshipped -at the
Cathedral during this time. In Decem-
ber, 1897, the parishioners gave permis-
sion for the ladies of the choir to be
robed in surplices and college caps, and
it was decided that they should occupy
seals with the male members of -the
choir in the chancel of the Cathedral.
In June, 1897, a very imposing service
was held in connection with the cele-
brations of the record reign of Queen
Victoria. Two years later the bound-
aries of the parish were altered by the
constitution of the parochial distriet of
St. Augustine’s.” The Dean never lost
an opportunity of improving and beauti-
fying his cathedral, and about this time
he formu'ated a scheme for the ultimate
filling in of the windows with stained
glass, and the panels in the brickwork
with appropriate sitbjects in alabaster or
mosaies. The vestry has now obtained
samples and cost of the proposed work,
and any information will bo gladly
given to those who contemplnte making
any gifts towards this worthy object.

Owing to the disbanding of the Na-
pier Naval Artillery Volunteers, it ias
decided to give the colours into the
keeping of the Cathedral, and they were
deposited in the S.E. transept on Jamu-
ary 7th, 1900. The officers of the corps
avere: (aptain ¥, G. Smu:h Lieutenants
John c-ughey, and 0.
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tained a commission in the Manchester
Regiment of the Imperial Army. In the
same year it was decided to complete
the Cathedral by the erection of the
north-cast chapel. The work was finished
and consecrated on August 7th, 1902.

e beautiful font which now adorns
the cathedral was erected in_the year
1903, and it has an interesting history.
About the year 1880 it was decided that
the collections made at all the children’s
services should be placed to the credit
of a font fund, and invested as collected.
When they amounted to €100 an order
was sent to Italy, and after some delay
the font arrived. It is a replica of the
famous font by Thorwaldsen, the cele-
brated Danish seulptor, now in the Vor
Fruekirke, the Metropolitan Church of
Denmark, 1t represeats an angel kneel-
ing.down, and holding a shell. The an-
gel, shell ‘and pedestal are carved out of
one block of Carara marble, which rests
on another block of marble, and the
whole stands on three marble steps. 1t
is interesting to note that many of those
who contributed to the fund as children
have had their own children baptised in
the font. The old font was given to
the Church of St. Augustine.

About this time it was found neces-
sary, much to the regret of the parish-
ioners, that the Dean should, for the
benefit. of kils health, obtain leave of ab-
sence, and go away for a change. The
regard of his people for him was shown
in the presentation of an address and a
well-filled purse of sovereigns prior to the
departure of himself, Mrs. Hovell and
family on a trip to England. The Rev.
W, Lambert acted as locum tenens dur-
ing the Dean’s absence. Towards the end
of the year the Dean and family returned
to Napier, the Dean much benefited in
health, and received a most hearty wel-
come. At the same mesting the people
bade good-bye to Mr. Lambert, who had
endeated himself to then very much dur:
ing his stay among them, and he re-
ceived a tangible evidence of the rogard in
which he was held.

The purchase of a water motor for the
organ, and the erection of a memorial
tablet in the north-east chapel to the
memory of the officers and ‘men of the
Waiapu diocese who had fallen in the
South African war, were events of this
year which eall for notice, and in Decem-
ber the Cathedral benefited by the gen-
erosity of Mr. William Booth, who had
visited Napier some_time previously, and
taken a great intercst in the Cathedral.
He left a handsome legacy of £300, less
dut,

¥

some time after the return of the
Dean from his trip Home, his health
continued fair, but he was fully aware,
from shat he had been told by an emin-
ent medical relative in London, that an
insidious disease from which he ~had
been suffering for some years would
bring him to an carly grave, The ves-
try, secing that his health was failing,
prevailed upon him to seeure the services
‘of a curate. This he did, and his work
was lightened, but nnthing ould save
him, He had a bad attack during Di-
vine Service on Sunday, August rd,
1905. In the course of a few days he
and Mrvs. Hovell went out to Ormond-
ville fo visit Mrs. Webb, the widow of
the Dean’s old friend, Canon Webb. The
Dean and Mrs. Hovell went for a walk
on the morning of September 4th, and
returned to nch.” During the after-
noon the Dean complained of not feeling
well, and was assisted to bed. He had
scarcely been laid down, when he peace-
fully' expired. - Thus passed away, in the
prime of life, a man beloved and hon-
oured by people of all denominations.
His memory will ever remain green
‘among those who knew him, and parti
cularly those who were privileged to
work with him, and knew him for what
he was—strong, fearless, generous, and
true. His twenty-seven years of ser-
vice in St. John’s are practically -ihe
record of ifs rise from a small parish
church o its present position. ~ Tho
funeral took place on September 7th,
and it was the occasion of a remarkallo
expression of the respect and regard of
people of all denominations in the town,
Towards the end, when he knew that he
must soon be cut off, the Dean was much
excrcised about provision being made
for his widow, and it is gratifying to
know that his wishes were carried out
to the letter. In memory of their .he-
loved pastor, the ' parishioners _have
erected a marble tablet in the south-east
transept with the (ollowmg inscription :
" “This tablet was erected the parish-
joners in loving memory of the Very Rev.
De Berdt Hovell, first Dean of

and vicar of this parish 1878-1)5. Di d
“ 4th September, 1905. Age, §5. The
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crection of this Cathedral was due to
his efforts. ‘Si momumentum requiris
ircumspice.'

From the moneys that had been col-
lected for Mrs. Hovell she requested
that a portion should be devoted to tho
purehase of a brass lectern. The amount
was supplemented by donations from the
Masonic brethren, and a very handsome
Tectern, @ replica of that in Westminster
Abbey, was purchased. 1t bears an in-

ription, in which is included a refer-
to the fact that the Dean was Pro-
vincial Grand Chaplain of the Grand
Lodge of New Zeaiand.

During the vacancy several clorgymen
had_ charge of the paxish, and finally, on
January »u\ 1906, £he Rev. Canon Mayne,
MA,, of St. John’s, Roslyn, Duncdin, {the
present; mum\bhnt), was inducted by the
Bishop, and. subsequently he and M
Mayne were welcomed by the parishio
ers at a large garden party held in the
grounds of Mrs. Randall.

For some time it had been felt that th
organ in use was not worthy of th
Cathedral, and ou March 9th, 1906, the
vestry decided to erect a new ome. Mr.
J. H. Fray, the organist and choirmaster,
drew up the specification, and tenders
were called, the prices ranging from
£1470 to £3100. The tender of Mr. J,
E. Dodd, of Adelaide, South Australia,
was accepted, and the instrument he sup-
plied—the cost was £1838—fully justified
the choice. It has 65 stops, e, and
2222 pipes, and: is constructed throughout
on the latest and m(NL 31\prov0d system.
The organ was opened on September 10,
1907, by Dr. nmd,xmw, of the Christ
church Cathedra), with a series of reci-
tals. Mr. Fray u-siwncd his position in
May of the present. year, and his place
was taken by Mr. Harold Gregson.

Mr. Fielder brings his history to a
close with these words: “I hope it will
be acceptable - to my readers, and especi-
ally those who are not acquainted with
the trials and troubles of the pioneers of
New Zealand, and that it may give food
for thought, and be an. incentive to the
present generation to fuster the same
spirit, of self reliance and an object lesson
to still continue in the good work. Nor
it must be remembered that as settlement
progresses in the back blocks the Gospel
of peace and good-will must follow. For
this puipose the clergy must accompany
such progress, and financial aid ‘must bo
forthcoming to allow this -to be done.
Many new districts in this diocese are
now being opened up, and the bishop is
doing his utmost to procure clergyman
to take over the sffritual charge of these
distriets, which are as yet only sparsely
populated, and without the aid of grants
they wilk not be able to provide stipends.
For this purpose I plead for aid to the
funds of the Church Society from which
the Standing Committee of the Diocese
will be enabled to supplement. the. local
contributions for carrying on the work
of the several districts.”

A complete history of the Diocesc,
illustrated with a number of rare old
photographs, will he published by the
Brett Printing and Publishing Company
early next year.
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The two sons of Mr.
Chas. A. Finch, Ph. C.
M.P.S., “Kuranda,”
Boyce 8t., Glebe Point,
Sydney, NS.W., were
both cured of a very
severe cough and cold
with one bottle of Dr.
Sheldon’s New stcovery
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