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N PAYING MY TRIBUTE to the magnificent work of the
Fun Sessions Committee, not cnly with regard to Fun
Sessions, but in all major Patriotic money-raising efforts since
1942, T am deeply conscious of the vast amount of effort that
has been given to Patriotic work by a fremendous number
of enthusiastic helpers, many of whom have contributed in
both time and money at considerable personal sacrifice as
HIS WORSHIP THE MAYOR. their means to assist in the War Effort.

The price of war is high—so high that its cost cannot he measured—Dbuot I am proud {o have
been publicly associated, during the war years, with the people of Hastings, the great majority of
whom have indicated in no uncertain terms that they were prepared to play their part in providing
for the welfare of their menfolk overseas, whese reputation as fighting men is second to none.

It is significant that New Zealand should have provided Welfare Services for her sons overseas
of such a high standard that they, too, were proclaimed as second to none. It is equally significant
that Hastings never once lagged in the provision of its share of these services, and has, in fact,
established a veputation in Dominion Patriotic civeles of which its people may well be proud,

1t has been the work of such commitiees as the Fun Sessions—which te-night concludes what
is probably one of the best Patriotic records of the Dominion—that has heen responsible for this
reputation and for bringing the Patriotic work of Hastings to such high standard.

War is evil and merciless, costing the lives of the best of owr youth. From this evil, however,
emerges that spivit of unselfishness and sacrifice which confirms our faith in our fellow men and
indicates that we ve-affirm the principles of Justice and Democracy even to the last.

In expressing my deep gratitude to all these who have contributed in such large measure to
the successful conclusion of the war, I express also the hope that the bhonds of comradeship which
have been firmly bound during the terrible war years will continue in the “Battle of Peace™ with
the same unselfish patriotism which has marked their community effort in the war.

We munst never forget. nor allow our children to forget, the price that has heen paid for
freedom ;s nor must we allow to fade from our memories the spivit which in war hrought  final
vietory, and which in peace must prevail if we are to hold that freedom for which many have paid

S0 1l(';|l'|.\ .

AL RAINBOW, Mayor,

Chairman Hastings District Patriotic Committee,
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HCW DID THE FUN SESSIONS START?

HH\\' AND WHEN did the Fun Sessions start *
It was in February, 1942, that the Mayor,
Mr. A. 1. Rainbow, called a meeting of carvefully
selected enthusiasts with he chjeet of raising the |
Patriotic funds by means of dances and entertain-
nents, |)u)‘>‘ were lm.l\'illg‘ black in 1942, The
Executive of the Patriotic Committee hoped that,

- addition to raising funds, it might he possible

Mr. H. B. POPPELWELL
(Chairman Hastings Fun Sessions and Entertainment Cmtee.)

te provide some distraction from the uvgly war
sttuation.  Varicus  suggestions  were  discussed
Since the inception of the Hastings Fun Sessions and Ente:-

. 4 . A . tainment Committee in February, 1942, Harry Poppelwell
tlon of o weekly radio quizz and guest  artist P

and rejected at this meeting, It was the sugges-

been Chairman of the Committee. His leadership,
sessien that  gave the inspitation  from  which  enthusiasm, quiet efficiency and sound judgment, combined
I'un Nessiens  were horn., It was this l||(:ll,«,:'|ll with a flair for selecting the right entertainment, have
which was develeped by the then Entertainment cont:ibuted in large measure to the success of Patriotic
and Dance Committee, o mprising Messrs. H. B, LEbL bl
Poprelwell (Chairmany, 15, 11, Colver, R, (. Faser,
Goo 1L T Hardenbere and G B, Go Regers (Seeretary), who afterwards were joined hy Messes, J. 1),

Paxter and J. W, Jones, and became more popularly knewn as the Fun Sessions Commitioee,

It was this team that eriginally coined the name, and crganised Fun Sessions: that since 1942
has been hehind all major money-raising efferts in Hastings—including the rvecord-hreaking Queen
Conival which raised £28.000 in less than six weeks, and the outstanding Patviotic Carnival at the
Showgrounds which in one day gressed the amazing total of £6000.  These achievements were not
the ovteome of cood lnck.  They were the result of the most careful planning: the vefusal to recog-
nise chstacles except as something to be overcome: an cutstanding capacity for havd work, and the
co-cperation of hondreds of fellow patriots, whese loyal community spivit has contributed so mueh

to the suceess of all Patviotic undertakings in the Hastings district.

It s \i;_'lli“l':llll ol the Loundless cnergy of the teann, that Ilu‘.\ were called lc;_'c‘lhvl on
Febroary 18th, 1942, Within ene week they had met thiee times, and within fortmight  they
submitted to the Patrictic Committee, not only a detailed programme tor the fivst Fun Session, bhut the

complete cutline for at least four cther money-raising functions,
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UN SESSION No. 1 was staged on March 30th, 1942.
At that first Fun Session the attendance was such that patrons in the

was good experience.

i f
£ L . .
Clun  &J ession

I'T" WAS NOT ENCOURAGING, but it

dress civele were asked to come down to the stalls to make it look at least like a crowd.

I'un Session No. 2 a week later brought a slight improvement in attendance, hut I'un Session

No. 3 was tragic!  Fverything went wrong !

There was a profit—it totalled £6/13/10!

faint-hearted said “*Call a halt hefore we lose our meney.”
The show was torn te shreds. Candid erviticism there

Session team.  The next meeting took longer.

was in plenty. The next programme was prepared and more money spent in advertising.,
Nec. 4 saw the Municipal Theatre at least comfertably full.

By this time the crities said I teld you se,™

The weather was frightful; the attendance was worse !

and the
But this was not the spirit of the I'un

I'un Session
]"llll S('«il:ll.\ nwere Iu'illg' hl“iwl :llmlll.

Before long the Committee faced a serious problem, that of accommodation of patrons.

There were no reserve seats, and it scon became necessary to devise some way in which {o

deal with the vast crowd which clamoured for admission at least two hours hefore each show started,
When it was no longer possible to handle the erewd, it was decided to cpen a box plan and charge

a bhooking fee.

Mr. E. H. CULVER.

With unbounded enthusiasm and an amazing capacity for
detail, Eddie Culver has

Patriotic activities.

played an part in
His work with publicity and advertising

important

has reached a particularly high standard, and has no doubt
contributed largely to the success of Fun Sessions.

So regular were the patrons of the Fun Sessions that there were soon permanent

Lockings, which in recent menths have totalled woll
over 500, I'un Sessions were established. They had
provided laughs at a time when things were grim.
In September of that year the Patriotic Committee
had been asked te raise £16,000 in twelve months,
but in less than two months the Treasurer held
£28.000! Towards the end of the season Fun Ses-
stons were well and troly established.  The st
eight contributed substantially to the Queen Carni-
val Campaign, the respective commitices assisting
with the sponsoring of programmes. The last Fun
Sessicn fer the season was held in Novembher, 1942,
and the total ratsed was £1656/12,6.

CHRISTMAS PARTY FOR CHILDREN.

[t was significant of the enthusiasm and capi-
city for hard work of the Fuan Session Committee
that they decided to organise a Christimas Party for
the childien of Servicemen overseas.  I'his |l|;||'l\'
wias to be some compensation for the absence ‘;|
their

(-1.II|1| ll:l\'(' ln:ltlc' i 4‘;!” on

fathers.  The Committee quite reasonably

Patrictic funds for (he

the
I'he Jarty was
No fewer than 5483 children were

party, hut members chose instead, to yaise

money with a raffle campaign.
Imilliant suecess,

present.  Many of the yvounger cnes were acceom-

panied ln'\ then parents, Children were never <o
well entertained.
There were limitless jce creams, froit <alad.

cream, jellies and soft dvinks. while each ¢hild left



with in armful of gifts distribeted by Father
Christmas and his fairies.  Thanks to the usual
generosity of the IHastings people, nething was
spared  to ereate the atmosphere of Christmas.
Decorations  included a massive Christmas  tree
laden  with presents, while Iather Christmas’
arrival with sledge and sleigh bells added the last
thrilling touch to a party the children will never
forget. Committee members were tired, but not too
tired to visit the Memorial Hospital next morning
in full regalia to repeat the performance for the
children there.

GUY HARDENBERG GOES TO CAMP.
Disaster loomed ahead for 1943, Guy Harden-
herg had enteved camp. A born comedian, and
one of the mainstays of the first season, he left
a blank which looked hn]u'lvw. The Committee
recalls the particular Fun Sessicn when an attempt
to avction fell flat and an inspived Guy removed
one garment with every bid, vntil clothed in a piece ’
of stage cloth and one sock, with the audience
rocking with laughter, Guy point-blank refused to
accept bids which were now hvrled at him.  Yes, L

Guy “5”'(]"“'"‘1,'.1‘ would be hard to replace, for

Mr. R. C. ENSOR.

comedians are always rare.
With his services willingly given since the very early stages

Then came the Committee's first stroke of luck.  Dan Ensor has applied his natural talent with tireless energy.
Gl foitune browght Jack Raxter to Hastings., Brimming over with new ideas, his cheerfulness and good
humour prevailed th:oughout—even when his latest schema

o Tnsiiin ever to appear on the stage N
After having sworn n apl s was rejected.

again, Jack was lwl'sunilml to team up with Fuon
Sessions solely beeause it was a Patriotic show,
With Jack .||:-nu~ as foil there was horn, ]:Nll.l]ls the areatest (-umml_\ team ever seen in the ||;l.~|in}_"~
Municipal Theatre. Among Un-i.r MANY SUCCesses \\‘;u. l.lw mtredvction of topical ditties which have
been responsible for much hilavity, while the absurditios o USplodgers™ anties as the awkwanrd

soldier will he ever remenbered.

FUN SESSION COMMITTEE OPENS FOR NAPIER.

Thoueh the Committee lost Guy they were by no means down-hearted, and it was tvpical of
their Il,nq-liir:]. enthusiasm that, I;"i“" to opening their own season in 1943, 'I"’,\ auve .\;l]lit'l' Patrioti
Committee u start by staging Napier's first Fun Sessien, "The news of the svecess of the Hastings
I'un Sessions had \'.,l,-;.(l rapidly, and it was not sweprising that Napier's first Session run by the

Hastings Team <hovld open to a capacity house.

There followed an immediate set-up for Napier, whese team of Fun Doctors veceived every
assistance from the l];hlill;."‘ Committee, I “""“ ﬁ“i“f-:- however, that \\In'lc“!l‘:lll('ni co-operation
should he e mpanied by @ hearty rvivalry, which undoubtedly inspired hoth committees to eive of
their ||(-\|_

FUN SESSIONS IN THE PACIFIC.

It was in 1943, too, that one of the leaders of the Napier Fun Sessions received = special
appomtment with the Pacific S3rd N.Z B Division and bhegan the production of Fun Sessions in the



PROGRAMME

Final Fun Session

No. 130

SPONSORED BY Mr. J, W. SHAW

PART ONE,

1—"AUNT GWEN" AND HER ORCHESTRA open the Show.

2—INTRODUCING THE FUN SESSION TEAM.

3—NOW IT'S THE CHILDREN'S TURN.

4—ONCE MORE WE SAY: “SING, EVERYBODY, SING."

(i) Cuddle Up a Little Closer.

(ii) My Dreams Are Getting Better All The Time.

(iii) Meet Me in St. Louis.

5—"BY REQUEST.”

6—SOMETHING FOR THE ADULTS: “Words Mean Money"’

7—EVERYBODY'S FAVOURITE--JEAN McPHERSON

S—NOW IT'S “TOPICAL TIT-BITS™ and THE TWO JACKS.

9—IS YOURS A LUCKY SEAT!

10—WHAT YOU'VE BEEN WAITING FOR—

THE McGOWANS,

11—SPRING IS IN THE AIR!

I-N-T-E-R-V-A-L
And the time to buy your Raffle Tickets.

PART TWO.

1—IT'S THE ORCHESTRA AGAIN.
2—SOME MORE FAVOURITES, AND 1777

(i) Shine On, Harvest Moon.

(ii) Wear a Great Big Smile.

(i) Till We Meet Again.
3—WE MUST HAVE A “YES-NO,” SO HERE IT IS.
4—ANOTHER LAUGH WITH THE TWO JACKS.
5-MORE MELODIES BY JEAN McPHERSON.
6—WE “SAY IT WITH MUSIC.”
7—IT'S GREAT, ISN'T IT! THE JACKS again!
S—RAFFLE TIME AND THE AUDIENCE QUIZZ.
9—HERE THEY ARE AGAIN—THE McGOWANS.
10—THE TEAM Presents “WIHAT A VOICE!
1—HIS WORSHIP THE MAYOR.

12—GOOD-NIGHT, PEOPLE.

GOD SAVE THE KING.



Pacific area for the benefit of New Zealand and other troops. Reports came hack that Fun Sessions
were as popular with the forces as with the people at home.

FRUIT FOR THE 3rd N.Z. DIVISION.

It was at this stage, too, that murmurings came through that New Zealanders in forward Pacifie
areas had expressed a wish to taste again a New Zealand apple.  Arrangements were made immedi-
ately for the dispatch of apples, of which a total of nearly 1000 cases were paid for and sent hy the
Hastings Committee.

Mr. J. W. JONES.

A comedian depends on a foil on whom he can work his

“stunts." Jack Jones' greatest aim has been to play up to

his partner. He has done this with an outstanding ability

and unselfishness which says much for the esprit de corps
which has characterised all Fun Session work.

Mr. J. D. BAXTER.

A comedian of outstanding quality who has given himself

wholeheartedly, not only to Fun Sessions but to any Patriotic

effort. Quict, unassuming, Jack Baxter has been the means

of cheering many thousands during the war years. His
"gags'" will be quoted for years to come.

FUN SESSIONS AT WAIPAWA AND WAIPUKURATU.

Au S OS from the Mavor of Waipukoran at the opening of his 1943 Patriotic Campaign met
with an nmediate respense, and the theatre was filled to the deors when the ||;|~liln;_"~ I'un SNessions
Commnttee lavnched the tewn’s Patviotic Appeal.

Woaipawa Patriotic Committee hastened to follow the lead, and |'t*|||u'.~tml a special Fuan Session
to help them out. Onee more a capacity house rewarded the team’s Waipawa appearance,

Members of the Fun Session will always remember the Tavish hospitality of these two towns,



Mrs. E. H. CULVER.

With enthusiasm and generous-heartedness "Aunt Gwen" has led the Fun Session Orchestra since
the first "Session." It has been her enthusiasm and the solid work of her Orchestra, both at
rehearsals and during the show, which have played such a large part in any success achieved.

A FUN SESSICN MEETING.

Perhaps one of the greatest contributing factors to the svecess of Hastings Fon Sessions has
been the amazing halance of the Committee. During the season the Committee met at least each

Monday evening at Harry's home.

It is fitting at this stage that tribute should be paid to the admirable culinarvy efforts of Mo,
Poppelwell who, since the inception of Fun Sessions, provided such a variety of magnificent suppers
at these meetings.  However heated the debate or seemingly important the discussion, it ceased with
the arvival of supper.  Although there were whisperings of nightmures ¢ justice was done in full
measure to the delicacies which were produced in such abundance and variety,

Mention has heen made of the bhalance ot the Committee, It was at these meetings where the
bulk of the I'un Sessions work was done. It was here that opinions were freely exmressed and

criticisms offered with o frankness which was received always with that spirit of unselfishness which

wits so apparent in all Fun Session activities. It was here that the programmes of Fon Sessions
were thrashed out to the most minor detail : 1t was here, too, that new wdeas were 1 resented and oiven
censideration. There was no ceremony with these new ideas. They were worthy ot discossion o
they were “out.”  If they were “out™ it was this one word which greeted the suggestion,

Fun Session meetings were informal—delighttully informal.  Never once did the Chatrman

exercise his authority, and never cnee did the Seeretary rvecord minutes.  Good humour and banter
|,||-\;|ilm| throughout. and the Hastings Fun Session Committee has established to the complete satis-

faction of its members that “artistic femperament™ is hut o myth, 1 is certain that members of



the Fuvn Sessicn Cemmittee will always recall with the pleasantest of memories those informal
Monday gatherings which were scheduled to begin at 7.30 p.m.. and frequently cencluded after the
cleek had struck midnight.

SESSIONS AT PUKEORA SANATORIUM AND NAPIER MILITARY CAMP.

If the entertainment offered hy the I'un Sessions to the Hastings public has been appreciated,
hew much greater has been the appreciation of the Pukeora Sanatorium! It can be taken for granted
that the Fun Sessicns cannot possibly go out of existence without just one mere visit to the Sana-
terivm—fer it was here that the team felt their efforts were hringing an hour or so of real cheeriness.
Visits to the Napier Military Camp. too, will be recalled for the wild enthusiasm and acclamation of
the men.

It was visits sveh as these which encouraged the Committee to continue its work, for here
was real and spontaneous appreciation.

SEASONS 1943-44-45.

The I'un Sessions Committee cpened its 1943
season, and it was now not a question ¢f how could
seats he filled? but cne of how could seats be
found? If patrens at times have found difficulty
in obtaining seats, their troubles have been small
cempared with the warries of the Committee in
their efferts to make 1390 seats ge round.  Many

visiting guest artists have left Hastings the proud

possesscrs of the hex plans showing every seal

resel \'('(l .

During these seasons the Commitiee sustained
public interest, and expresses its gratitude to the
manyv hundreds whe have offered suggestions, many
of which have been adopted and have heen the

means of giving the FFun Sessicns new leases of life.

The Cemmitiee s natvrally  proud  of its

achievenents.  From very homble heginnings, it

will net only have completed its 120th perform-
ance, which is probably a New Zealand record,
bhut it will have raised well over £10.000 for
Patviotic and “Ater-Care™ Fonds,  Tts veputation

Mr. G. E. G. ROGERS

(Secretary Fun Sessions and Entertainment Committee.)

As Organising Secretary of the Hastings District Patriotic
has beon sveh. that 1t has created an interest in Committee since its formation in 1939, George Rogers has
aeliuiids Wolliugton Palnisaton Nath. @l been the force behind the scenes of all Patriotic activities

5 j in Hastings. His ability as an organiser was soon recog-
nised and his services were sought frequently by the
s inspired similar productions in these towns., Hawke's Bay Provincial Patriotic Council. Although respoa-
sible for the detailed organisation of all major money-

Forne, Napier and Dannevirke to an extent which

raising efforts, he has given a vast amount of his time and
energy to Fun Sessions.
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Tlll'l RECORD OIF ACHIEVEMENT of the Hastings Patriotic Committees is one of which its
people may well be proud. During the war years, never once has Hastings failed to fulfil its
Patriotic obligations; in fact, on almost every occasion it has more than fulfilled its quota—while
it is safe to say that on more than one occasion the example set by Hastings Patriotic efforts has
been an inspiration and benefit not only to the Hawke's Bay Provincial Council, but to the Dominion
Conference of Patriotic erganisations. Before the close of the present campaign, Hastings will have
raised well over £100,000 during the war years: its parcels committees have distributed nearly 20,000
parcels, while the goods handled at the Patriotic Depot have totalled well over half a million.

Hastings Patriotic efforts have been co-ordinated into sub-committees whose personnel number
some 250, hut in the field of meney-raising it has been established that every organisation in
Hastings, from children to adults, from churches to politics, and some thousands of other private
individuals, have actively participated with money-raising campaigns in varying degree.

The Patriotic activities of Hastings have covered a tremendous field.  There has been the
Seed Cropping Committee, which has produced hundreds of tons of seed and vegetables when these
were in short supply. During 1942-43 the Committee produced sufficient of certain types of medicinal
leaf for the needs of the British Commonwealth, while profits amounting to over £6000 have been
transferved to Patriotic Funds.

The reclamation of waste material, particularly paper, provided onerous tasks for a number of
enthusiastic Patriotic workers, who stuck to their jobs week by week and year hy year.

The collection, sorting and packing of some 60,000 garments fell to the lot of the Lady Galway
Patriotic Guild, while another team of consistent workers have performed a similar service with
hooks and magazines for the men of the Services. Thousands of books were packed for despatch to
the Middle East and Pacific areas, while the Mercantile Marine received its share also of the reading.

Hastings, too, has provided a team of silent but painstaking workers in the hundreds of women
who have knitted over 15,000 woollen garments.  The Air Force Relations Committee, too, has
provided a similar service for Air Force personnel.

The Hospitality Committee has found hostesses for hundreds of visiting Allied Servicemoen.
while the hostesses themselves have provided the most generous hospitality to men, many of whom
were diveet from the jungle campaigns of Guadaleanar and Tulagi.

The Welfare Committee already has financially assisted some hundreds of men of the Services
who through cireumstances outside their control have returned from overseas to find themselves with
financial troubles.  This committee, too, assists disabled men with their applications for pensions,

Add to all these a hundred smaller activities combined with the magnificent efforts of similar
enthusinstic committees at Havelock North.  All co-ordinated, they form one vast Patriotic Organ-
isation which has reflected *“the will to win®™ of the people of this district and theiv desive to play
their part in providing welfare services for the men who have aiven the greatest service in the cause

of Democracy and Freedom.
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N PRIDE OF ACHIEVEMENT, however, the Committee is deeply conscious of its indebtedness

to a vast number of people who have generously assisted in so many ways: to the hundreds of
guest artists, many of whom have travelled long distances at considerable personal sacrifice, and
none of whom, although many were professicnal artists, have ever accepted fees for their perform-
ances: to the many organisations, public, professional and private, whose members have at all times
willingly appeared to assist with our programmes: to the many people who have arranged for guest
artists, including Mr. Geo. Miller, of Wellington, who has organised the visits of leading Wellington
artists: to the hotel proprietors whe have always willingly offered accommadation for the visiting
artists: to the Hovse Manager, Mr. J. Hannen, the girls of the W.W.S. AL, and others who have
voluntarily assisted with the multitudinovs “*frent-of-house™ duties: to those two firms, Messrs.
Fails Ltd. and J. Escott. who in torn accepted the arduous rvesponsibility of handling hox  plan
teservations free of cost: to the many public bedies. husiness hovses. professicnal men and
cothers  whoe  have not enly  spenscred  programmes,  given raffles and other gifts and  prizes,
but whe have assisted with stage properties: to the cauteen section of the W.W.S.A.. who from
time to time have given Lack-stage suppers for veturned Servicemen and guest artists: to the lantern
projectionists and public address operator, without whose help community singing covld nct have
been successful: to that great-hearted man, James W. Shaw, who has “fathered™ FFun Sessions
since  their inception, whose magnificent contributions and moral support ave typified in the
sponscring of this, the last Ifun Session: to all those, far too numerous even to classify, who have
assisted inany way, the Committee extends its sincere thanks and expresses its appreciation of their
willingness at all times to assist in this Patriotic work.

WATHIE Lib Prast)



