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KEY TO COLOURS PARKING METER CHARGES:
{—HERETAUNGA STREET: Dual Timing Meters.
RED Parking Meters 3d. for 30 minutes. 6d. for 60 minutes.
' 2—ALL OTHER METERED AREAS:
BLUE Thirty minute free parking. 3d. for 30 minutes, 6d. for 60 minutes. 1/- for 120 minutes.
3—PARKING HOURS: 8 a.m, to 6.0 p.m. extended to 9 p.m. on Late
Sixty minute free parking. Shopping Night.
Saturdays, Sundays, & Public Holidays FREE.
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This is a deputation by main street property owners some of whom are also
retailers, and others interested in the development of our central business
area. The deputation seeks to bring to the notice of the Council their views

and recommendations regarding off street parking.

The members of this deputation have noted with considerable interest and
sympathy the efforts of the Council (a) to resolve such traffic probiems as do
exist 1in the centre of Hastings and (b) to provide parking space for vehicles
which require to use the services provided by property owners in the centré of
the City. With respect may we say that the Council is to be commended for its

-
exhaustive and continuing investigation into ways and means of resolving these
problems, and that some of the suggestions made by the Council have not been
acceptable to some owners of properties in no way detracts from the value of
the Councii's investigations. These suggestions have materially assisted in
focusing attention on the need for collective action and have helped to

crystallise the thoughts of many people on the type of corrective action needed.

The purpose of this deputation therefore is:-
(a) To assure the Council of its genuine appreciation of the investigat-
ions already made by the Council.
(b) To bring before the Council the factors contained in this submission
(c) To urge the Council to give this most important matter the priority
1t warrants and
(a) To encourage the Council to consider the capital cost of providing
the best form of off street parking in relation to
(1) The absolute necessity for this public amenity
(2) The income from parking meters
(3) The ownership by the Council of valuable land in the centre

of the City which land is certain to increase in value.

Statistics
Statistics regarding motor vehicle density both present and future will
be well known to the Council. It is sufficient to say that off street

parking in the business area is necessary.



Parking as Amenity

(1Y The motor car has provided the ordinary citizens with a means of
personal transport of exceptional convenience. It is certain that
they will continue to use it and in increasing numbers. Off street
parking therefore is an amenity for the benefit of all the citizens
of Hastings and differs only from such éther amenities as parks,
the swimming centre, the grand stand and the like in that its
provision is essential to the future of Hastings as a commercial
centre, and in that every citizen derives a direct and day to day

advantage.

(2) The following is quoted from the Buchan-n Report "There are
absolute limits to the amount of traffic that can be accepted in
towns, depending upon their size and density, but up to those
limits, provided a civilized environment is to be retained or
created, the level of vehicular accessibility a town can have
depends on its readiness to accept and pay for the physical
changes required. The choice is society's. But it will not be
sensible, or indeed for long be possible, for society to go on
investing apparently unlimited sums in the purchase and running of
motor vehicles without investing equivalcnt.sums in the proper
accommodation of the traffic that results. It is true that there
are many other claims on material resources, but it is a weak
argument to say the needs of traffic cannot be met, seeing that it
is a problem we are continuously creating by our extreme readiness
to invest in motor vehicles. There seems to be an issue here
which society must face, for at present the two investmen;s are

getting farther and farther apart."”

(3) The following is from the same report "It is absolutely essential
that the public authority should retain complete control of:-
(a) the amount of parking space that is provided
(b) it location and

(c) the charges that are levied."



(4)

(5)

The expected rate of increase in motor vehicle density places a

responsibility on the Council to provide off street parking.

It 1s known that the Council has been giving earnest consideration
to the provision of off street parking. The Council 1s however
urged to regard this matter as of extreme and urgent importance.
This deputation believes that parking facilities are not only an
amenity but an essential service which warrants the investment of
whatever monies may be required to secure the future of Hastings

as a commercial centre.

Parking Priorities

(1)

(2)

(3)

Off street parking 1is required by the owners of private vehicles
for various purposes but by far the greater number require parking
for the purpose of patronising retail shops in the main shopping

-

area.

In order to provide the type of parking which this majority of
vehicle users want, off street parking areas should be as close as
possible to the main retail area. It is submitted that
publisked reports of Council thoughts on the use of railway land
for instance do not meet the present requirements of the central
commercial area. This land is too far removed from the commer-
ial centre to be of use other than for the "all day parker" whose
problems have not been considered by this deputation. In any
case Hastings cannot depend on parking areas which are not only
unsuitable but which are owned by another authority and therefore
may cease in the future to be available - an eventuality which
would greatly accentuate the problem and indeed make it at that

stage almost insoluble,

If the time should come to form the main shopping area into a
pedestrian precinct, parking areas adjacent to the main shopping

area will form a necessary adjunct to the pedestrian precinct.



(4)' Whatever other general car parking facilities are provided the
provision of car parks adjacent to the main retail area should
have first priority because:-

(a) Comparatively unimproved land is yet available in single
areas of not less than 5 acre.

() Development by way of commercial buildings will soon pre-
clude the use of land available now as parking areas.

(c) Such parking areas are required by the public now. The
need is immediate.

(a) It is certain that the value of centrally situated land

will increase and now is the time to secure such land.
-

Economx

(1) A glance at the "soil survey" map of the Heretaunga Plains will
show Hastings as the centre of the most productive land in New
Zealand and it is undoubtedly the centre of some of the best
sheep country in New Zealand. Every effort should be made
therefore to capitalize on this factor by providing amenities
which will attract to Hastings the farming community who are

in need of goods and services.

(2) Public transport will never be the means to bring this customer
potential to Hastings. Regard must be had therefore for the
means of transport used by the farming community i.e. the private

motor car.

(3) 1f (1) and (2) are correct appreciations, adequate parking in
the heart of the shopping and commercial areas is essential if
the present commercial patronage by the farming community is to
be maintained, for the potential patronage to be realised and
competition from other commercial centres overcome. It is
reasonable to assume that, to an increasing degree, the City

which provides the parking will get the business.



(4) The increased patronage will be to the advantage of the whole of
Hastings in increased demands for the labour and services of its

citizens.

(5) Parking areas, at least until such time as parking buildings may
be required, are liquid assets. Improvements can be limited to
tar sealing, parking meters, and no doubt such centrally situated
commercial lots would attract considerable capital appreciation
over the years. From a strictly business point of view this

-
factor 1s of very great significance.

Land for Parking

A survey of the south western side of Queen Street East and West and tne
north eastern side of Eastbourne Street East and West between Nelson Street
and Hastings Street and the connecting streets, was carried out. This survey
disclosed that there is sufficient land either unimproved or carrying improve-
ments of comparatively low values available for off street parking to serve

all portions of the retail area.

This deputation considers that it would be unwise at this juncture to
nominate the lots but suggests that they could be discussed with the City

Engineer.

Two of these sites have been selected to illustrate the financial

aspects of acquisition and developments, details of which are as follows:-

COST OF BLOCK 1IV. 3 roods 17 perches
Estimated £ 60,000

COST OF DEVELOPMENT (Inlcuding parking
meters, lighting and sealing) 13,150

COST OF BLOCK V. 2 roods 37 perches

Estimated _ 50,000

COST OF DEVELOPMENT 11,700
£134,850

========



COST of 300 Car Parks £135,000
COST per car 450
COST OF SERVICING £135,000 @ 7%% 10,125

IF WE ASSUME THAT METERED AREAS IN CAR
PARKS WILL RECEIVE 25% USE, THEN REVENUE

WOULD BE PER ANNUM £ 4,500
REVENUE FROM EXISTING METERS PER ANNUM 10,500
GROSS REVENUE £ 15,000

LESS DIRECT COSTS

Transport Dept. Service charge £2,800

Repairs and maintenance 500

Estimated cost of marking

metered areas 500

Replacement fund for meters 2,000 5,800

The above figures suggest that the acquisition of parking areas would be

a negligible charge on general rates.

At the end of 25 years the annual servicing charge of £10,125 would cease
and the meters therefore would show a profit annually of £9,200 which could be

applied to the purchase of further areas.

Even if these estimates may be considered to be not very accurate the
immense advantage in the future of providing these amenities should remove any
hesitancy merely on the score that no one can see into the future to discover

whether the burden on rates may be more or less than estimated.

Summary

(a) Parking lots adjacent to the main retail area are needed by the

public

(v) Such parking lots could form necessary adjunct to any pedestrian

precinct in the future.

(¢) The Council should control parking areas.



(a)

(e)

(£)

(g)

(n)

The Council should take whatever steps are necessary to secure such
parking areas now, and develop them to the point where they serve
existing needs, leaving for future consideration any question of

providing parking buildings or the like.

The provision of such parking areas would attract business from

outside Hastings for the benefit of the whole of Hastings.

HastingQ'is in the very advantageous position of having virtually
unimproved areas of land adjacent to the main shopping area avail-
able for development as parking lots. This advantageous position
will not last for long and once these areas are developed by way
of expensive commercial buildings the opportunity of securing
parking areas at a comparatively reasonable cost will be lost for
ever, with predictable results of irreversible deterioration of

the central area of Hastings.

Perfect Town Planning in all its ramifications for the centre of
Hastings is probably impracticable owing to the gradual growth of
the City. However if the Council were able to proceed with
planning the centre of Hastings as if it were a new City there is
no doubt that off street parking to service the retail area would
form part of the plan and that such parking would not be some
hundreds of yards from the retail area. This deputation is of
the opinion that the provision of such off street parking is not,
at present, impractical but that it will become so when the land

now available is improved with commercial buildings.

Whatever efforts are made to plan for present traffic density and
for greatly increased traffic density this deputation believes
that any plans will be ineffectual unless off street parking in

very close proximity to the retail area is secured.



Solution

It is suggested that the basis of the solution of traffic problems and
of other matters pertaining to planning for the commercial centre of Hastings
is to secure, while it is yet available, sufficient land in the blocks
suggested for off street parking to service the retail area. The deputation
reiterates the fact that such land is available. It offers its further

assistance to this end if Council wishes to avail itself of this offer.

This deputation therefore urges the Council to give earnest considerat-

ion to this submission and to take whatever action is necessary.
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I agree with the previous speakors“ﬁ”t”£kx‘lof the Retailers
Association in organizing this discussion group is to be commended
and I trust that the result of this meeting will Justify their efforts
in arranging it. '

It is obvious that with a scheme like this, if it is to implemented
at all, the land owner or landlord along with the business firms are
the ones that either profit by if or pay the cost of their venture
which could be a costly one. Sormany aspects of this are theagprififfal
that it does call for a lot of hard thinking before venturing into
the unknown,to develope & pedéstrisn. preeinet in a2 new area is one
thing, but to convert an already built up business areai inito~a
pedéstiriann precinet is something guite diffement and ealls for a
lot more hard thinking on the part of everybody. When a community
has been so long accustomed to freedom of movement in the area
anything that restricts the freedom and regiments them into having
to conform is always distastfur’io a big majority‘:;ifthis is the
aspect which I think we are in grave danger of suffering the effect
ofs

Quite recently tha‘ei;;z; Council were on the verge of instituting
a policy of no right hand turn for traffic out of Heretaunga Street,
at certain intersections but before it was implemented they changed
their mind dnd did not proceed with it g;i;a§§‘beoause it might add
to confusion and congession of the traffice. With the introduction
of one way traffic in certain streets and two way in others I can
see this confusion a hundred fosld and instead of encouraging shopping
in the heart of Hastings it will deterr many would be shoppers to
seek other areas where traffic and parking is more easily coped with
by them. We have got to realise that we are not dealing with a
community that is all willing to concerntrate of the problems of
following a new system of traffie,and I thin% it wou%d be safe to
say the average motorist is not sufficiently with it to be able to
easily cope with these many changes_and ghé:tédious repedition of
haviag to drive round an extra plocé to get to their destination
will soon deter them from bothering to persewvere with the problems
involved,and seek other areas to do their sho.pinge.

Off street phrking is a partial answer to one of the problems
providing they are in the immediate vicinity of the pedéstrian:
precinct as people will not walk two or three hundred yards to get
to their place ofYbufiness particularly in bad this would
deter them. Overseas thinking on this problem suggests that
shoppers are reluctant to walk any distance at 2ll and in fact in
a big shopping mall just out of Sydney called Roselands where they
provide car parking for three thousand cars they have provided a
small bus to run customers from their car to the door of the bullding
and back again with their parcels.



1f the local authorities were to concerntrate more on diverting
a lot of traffic that is using Herctaunga Street as a through
highway on to ether-streets such as St Aubyn Street and create other:
similar I think many of our traffic problems could be considerably
relieved and «if:r this policy was persued in the future I think
our difficulties could be eliminated for many years to come.

Some years agc it was the habit to close Heretaunga Street to
all vehicle traffic on Christmas Eve and and therefore create a
predestrian mall for the night but this was apparently done away
with as it must have been considered that it did not benefit the
shopping ares sufficiently and I think altogether we have got to
give a lot more hard thinking to this problem before any mowe is
made in the direction of eliminating all vehliele traffice from the

c entre of our city.



