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Club has

its

left
mark

for the Second Weorld War
gasing bowl effort.
its histery the

world-renowned __ During
Napier Thirty Thousand
@lub has ed

SPORSOr a
further afield number of New Zealand
club assisted the Huka- “firsts”. These include:

irls’ Colege @ The first queen car-
extent of nival

develop the o he first Sound Shell

® The first open-air

® The first paddling peel.

@ The first statue to per-
petuate a Maori legend.

But indicative of the wide
ramifications of this ergan-
isation was its interest in
arranging Londen Wax
Museum exhibition and the
Zealand-wide tour of

Choir, and the pur-
the Bishop’s throne
stool for the

Nh supc,oned the
apier ompetitions
“FUN SESSIONS” Seciety.

As well as the popular Al this, and mere, be-
cause a group of citizens
banded together in 1913 to

rovide
Munielpal guring the
which New Zealand to Napier a
$16,000 year earlier.

PANIA IS 21
THIS YEAR...

The statue of Pania was
presented to the city im
1954. Its cost has mever
been revealed.
Pania was the idea
Vie Wallis, a b

Romantic

of Mr
of the

the number of other service Thirty Thousand Club for fury onm the shere or tran-

clubs in the eity. It has out- almost é' years, and Mr - quil moenlight gleamed

lived its usefulness. ‘:‘“ “"““L e Maorl upon the waters ‘of the Pa-
FIRM MONUMENTS o, "Rl ere “Girls' Col- ©

For a club which started hamchom“t:::phh: NEVER TO RETURN
with very little else but en- ‘final going She resisted their call for
thusiasm, it leaves to the x"l.ﬁs.l(u !h:'i:-w Ie end a long time, but the lure of
city of Nlr firm menu- canicaciad ® = ® the underworld of the sea
ments of achievements. Thelw-'k was people became irresistible,
‘“‘b,ul.tt “'-\r-‘-‘!\—).‘:-l :r:: talian firm and, and she swam out to meet
.br;tlc 1931 earthquake, cor — ome depieting Pania with m: “c'f,:.e"cfr'u’f,he the
vered by debris from the a Hawailan lei — the éinal depths and surrounded her;
stricken town and developed design was reached and, the when she modelled for ;o Tgrew her down inte
into beauty spots and at- statue (oue and a q“‘m Ean the caverns of the sea,
tractions kmown threughout ‘ﬁ.-:‘ué:":.) ‘.“'“ pla ot Of the many interesting never to return to the' land
the world. Tock quarried from Battery Maori legends and histo- ©f mortals. ‘

The record of early fund- Road. rieal tales of the East And now, in these
o Skt hatsts thy FINAL TOUCH Coast, mo story is more (VST A3 U PO Rie
B e e whih A final fouch to the his. Tomsatlo han that of \ipgrigh shoal and the fish-
followed the earthquake. tory of Pania was added Pania, the beautiful ermen in their motor-boats

during Napier's centennial maiden of the sea people, catch them at dawn, if you

celebrations in 1974 when

“AS SHE LINGERED ON THE SEA SHORE, sunning her dark

waving

tresses . . . A line from the poem Pania of the Reef by V. May
Cottrell. Mrs Cottrell based her poem on
Pania end her Maori lover Karitoki, the

Thousand Club for its

foot of the Napier breakwa-
ter. But the sea people were
for ever calling — at the
sunset hour amnd at the
dawn, when stoerms broke in

gaze inte the depths you

gift to the city.

club’s gifts give daily the daughter of Miss Robin, gome 3 will see Pania with arms
X to et J S ania” Whatiri, sat . -':' e oeq Sustretehed, ever striving |
* beside a-mogdel of Pania on It is said that Pania liv te return to e -lover e
toiniits hlike - Tiky - the Napler @ity Council's with her lover-husband in a left en that fateful day
clude the Tom Parker goat She even wore the whare at a spot now known when she heeded the call of Poni
fountain, the floral clock, tiki belonging to her mother as Sturm's Gully, near the the sea people. -~ Fenia,

the old Maori legend of
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the determination to rebuild a better city.
r Charlie Morse, as Mayor, a period of con-
ploce and @ municipal theatre was planned. A~
the Thirty Thousand Club provided the seating
for the theatre,

x

BUILT ON SPOIL COYERING EARTHQUAKE DEBRIS, the green lawns
ond flower gardens north of the Sound Shell area provide a peaceful
spot for relaxotion or a quiet lunchtime stroll.

i - L

THE UPTHRUST OF THE 1937 EARTHQUAKE coused the sea to re-
tede, leaving o vast expanse of shingle on the foreshore,’ The eorth-

quake ruins were shifted to this arca to ollow & start to be wode on THE CONCRETE, SLABS IN'FRONT OF THE:SOUND SHELL, which ore used annually for the pave-

rebuilding the town. Today the Maring Porede — Napier's 'golden menf ortists’ :nwiﬂ:&, ‘were donated by citizcns alesady hit by rebuilding costs after the earth-

mile’, with many of its aftractions provided by the Napisr Thirty quake, The price for large.slabs was' $2 and, for the smaller ones, $1.50. The area wos built J A 4 -
ﬂnunndCub-—,-pmi‘n beauty and fun for everyone, | to 'M“‘ ] "0‘. for m to m for functions. THE TOM-PARKER FOUNTAIN wos given to the d', by the former

vice-president of the club.
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PART OF THE CHAPEL ot Hukorare Girls’ Colloge, Nupier, which the -
ith o donotion of $6000.. The col
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A FORMER PATRON, MR A; B, HURST, AND MRS -HURST provided the flotel clocky which is set in the sloping fawn “WHAT IS THIS LIRE IF-FULL OF CARE we have no time. to stond-and store?”’ The Goxing Bowl, set in the gordens below the. ° .-“l...m '."Mml students ot tNopier: Girls! High :School, -neﬂ:l;'
outside the War Memorial building, The clock carries the inscription “'Napior ~ Where the turt meets the surl”, Verenica Bell, was donated by Mr W. Harvey, a former vice-president of the Napier Thirty Thousand Cluk. celebroted its contennial. .
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THIS PARADE MUST SURELY WARRANT PRIDE OF PLACE IN the many “firsts’” the Thirty Thousand Club achieved dur-
ing its lifetime. The dote was 1913 and the event was the first Mardi Gras ever held in Napier, when even the horses were
decorated. Crowds of people lined Emerson Street to see what was to become on annual event.

THE FINAL GESTURE
— GRANTS TO NAPIER

Grants fotalling nearly
$15,000 mark the final
gesture to the city by the
Napier Thirty Thousand
Club.

Older and younger
members of the community,
plus the arts and music will
8 all benefit from the club’s
£ generosity.
The largest

$3000
Hawke's Bay
and Museum's
project.

The Napier Development
Association and the YMCA
are among other major
recipients.

The complete
grants is:

single grant
goes to the
Art Gallery

centennial

list of

® Centennial project, for

® Napier Development
{ Association, for tiered seat-

ing, forms, piano and cur-

tains for entertainment, and
Christmas holiday pro-
gramme $2500.

® YMCA, for youth ac-
tivities $2000.
® Napier City Council,

for work in the Sound Shell
area $1000.

® Atawai Home, Tara-

dale, for lounge furniture
$1000.

L] Frivolity Minstrels
$1000

® Napier City
$1000. ,

@ Caledonian Society and 35
Pipe Band $500. i

® Napier Competitions
Society $500.

L] Napier Repertory
Society $500.

® Friendly Neighbours

$500
® Birthright $500
® Hawke's Bay Childrens

The club’s first Mardi
Gras festival, in 1913, was
spectacular, and intro-
duced the first queen car-

nival the country had
known.
Not perhaps the

al known today, but
al full of pageantry,
mony,

t chosen
but on

s re-

was nc

a six-week
i The
winner, Rose-
warne S

The 1913 programme lists

among its attractions a

THE GAZING BOWL on the Marine Parade. Mnmnzd n:);npelmon (vuhiu;.
: require: e competitor tg

The bowl was presented by the Thirty Thousand [0 R, 0 0" furing his
Club. “yocal effort”. It also re-

Queen carnival
62 years ago

the
that

artist to sing
the rotundity

>d
ik

of h

tones could be heard
by all, to charm not only
the ears of the pig but also
the people”.

iting at the bucket,
vents for both men
and bobbing
sre all part of
buns were covered
e to make them

> palatable.
Fastidious petitors

com
who wanted g n s
jam were asked
their own.

r p or
o vide
ns
it
“at the
Queen's
dissemble and

The welfare of
was paramount al
was recorded th:
hour of 12.30 the
Court shall

Home, for day-care cenire
$250.

L] Napier Aquarium
Society, a sum for the
Percy Spiller memorial
tanks, and tanks to com-

memorate the work of Mr
J. V. Wallis as secretary of
the Thirty Thousand Club.

MR S. PERCY SPILLER
1915-1950

MR C. DOUGLAS
WILSON
1913-1915

Printed _ond published by
Tre Doily Telegroph Co. Ltd,
Nopier,

b

its 62 years of
Napier and
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During
publicising
organising a full pre-
gramme of events
throughout that period,-
the Napier Thirty Thou-
sand Club has had only
four secretaries.

Mr Douglas Wilson was
appointed when the club

MR ARTHUR PAXIE
1971-1975

became an incorporated
society in October 1913,
He retired after two years
due to pressure of work im
his young accountancy
practice.

The following year »
paid organiser was in
charge of arrangements,
but then the club came
into contact with a young
man of boundless energy
— Mr Percy Spiller, whe
was alse instrumental in
forming the Napier Friv-
olity Minstrels.

Mr Spiller was at the
time secretary of the
Napier Competitions So-
ciety and went from there
to_being secretary fo meost
active organisations in the
town, including the Fire
Brigade.

During Mr  Spiller's
time as secrefary of the

MR J. VICTOR WALLIS
1950-1971

Thirty Thousand Club, he
was closely allied with »
man whose name was fo
become synonymous with
the club — Mr Vie Wallis.

When Mr Spiller died,
Mr Wallis became secre-
tary and retained that
pesition for the mext 21
years resigning only when
his health began to fail.

He was suocceeded by
the present secrefary, Mr
Arthur Paxie



