LAPIER  DEVSLOPLEND ASIGCIATION (INC) 0

RECORD OF MAIN ACTIVITIZS FROK RI_FCRMATICH IN AUGU3ST , 1963

Background:
The Association had been in recess for a number of years foliowing
the emplnyment of George Rogebs (NeDeie Secretary) by the DNapier City

Council as assistand town clerk and part - time promotions ofiiceras

On George Rogers' death a move was made to re-form the MN.l.A.
and a meetinsz of leading ‘businesrmen, the Hayor and others invited
Jock Steveneon, Chief &Xeporter, The Daily Telegraph , to accept an
apnointment as Secretary/iFanager, NeDei., and, as such, rublic Relations
Officer for DNspier o He avcepted and resigned from The Daily Telesraphe

Previous activities of the .DeAe focussed chiefly in a number of
major exhibitions in W& K No 5 woolstore at Ahuriri and one motor
show at the Centennial Hall,

When the UieDeAe was re-formed, 2 mnew executive was elected with
Mr Jock Knowles ae chairmsn and the Hayor, Mr Peter Tait, as
president. ‘

A fortnight after +the re-formetion, the new secretary .gnd comnittes
staged a daiiy JShiidrenic Funtime Show in the Tc_ Bat Rallroom %o ertazt~in
children tarezgh the August School Holidayse.

Immediatly after the School Holidays, the secretary started moving
for a larine32:zd ot Napier -=-sommthing which he had sugrested for Napier
in @ full-page feature article in *- Daily Tele:raph on Saturday,
May 12, 1962, He gained the support of the 1late Lew Harris to the
tune of §40,000 snd it wa® decided to procesd with the project o

Next, the N.DesA. was asked by the Airport Authority to orgenise
an air pageant in February 1964 to ovpen the airport for Frienﬂahip
aircraft o The secretary said he would prefer to orgsnise am Air
Show rather than a8 pageant and the Airport Autiority agreeds The major
Air Show as staged in Februsry 1964 with air Harshsll B8Sir Hector
Me Gregor 4 Commander of the Far Zast Air Force , Singespore, accepting
anl Ne.D.de invitation to officiates The N.D.A. also obtsined full
co~operation of the R.NeZeAeFs, Oneration Deep Freeze and virtgally sll
air interests in Na.Ze

Tpese were the initisl activities of the re=-formed N.D., A .

Ngw follows a summéry of other major activities carried out by

the NeDade for Napier City « All achievements were initiated by the
NeDete and successfully carried oute They are recorded below under
cotegories.

INDUSTRIAL DIVILOPHNINT,

e Indutrial Development ZExhibition, 1965,.using 6% acres of Dalgety ool
Store. Exhibits from Hel. firms and vaernment Section of exhibits from
all F.Ze Government DUDepartments « Considered by official visitors to be

big:;est and .best euzititisa of tvea in N.Ze.

o "Your Move" brochure produced by NeDei. and distributed throughout NeZe
and selected industries :verseas .

Note: This resulted almost imrediatly f;j/%hese new,, industries for
Napier: Brysnt and kay Ltd., (10 acres at Cneksws for factory --
later instructed by London to stay in Wellington)e UeZeBe at
Awatoto, 0lin latheson ( Amaphos) at Fandors, 3Siros Dale , at
Pandora (now Pacific Leather)., Hatfield Industries, Onekawa,(ﬁnow
Erickssen) Easton Iﬂ@ustries, Hentderson Civil Engineers .

Other industries and concerns which set up in Napier as the
result of N.D.A. coundel nd assistsnce included :g-



&

Woolaway, Anderson MNurseries (move from Wellesley vroad to PFPandora),
letal Imports (now Mico-iskefield), Domtrac Equipment, James .hite
(photographer) and the whirinaki Mille (All contenders for the <outhern
Kiangaroa TForest (seven of them ) consulted the NeDeAo for help Tre
possible sites, water supply labour etc etc etce Additional Note: In
all thse cases the industries approached the Ne.Ded for help and advice
before avpproachinz the local bodies concerneds They wanted the NeD.As

to obtsin information for them 4 advice, support and genersl assistance.

TOURIST DPEVELCPMENT :

To boost tourism, the NeDeie produced & number of publications as
follows:

. "What's On In Napier" weekly poster distributed to all accommodation
in the City, all places where people gather such as bus stops etce,
all Public Relations Cfficers in North Island (and some selected in

South Island)e This pave full information on all activites day by
day,

e "Napier --Playground of the Sunrise Coast'" folders containing inside
separate folders on all c¢ity <facilities and activities for
visitorse This was distributed to all +travel asgents in N.Z. and
some oversease It was designed for wuse by travel agents, P.R.O.
offices etc ).

. "New Zealaxds Switched On City " brochure which set out in
colour photggraphs and bright and breezy dialegue the various
holiday attractions in the «city catogorised under catchy headingse
This was distribted 211 over New Zealand and the NeZe Ifourist
Department tholight so highly of it the department purchased
40,000 for distribution overseass

& "See ind Do" books (issued free to all visitors)ﬁli" distributed from
the office, all accomodation houses etcs It was a smsll book to
fit in a2 pocket of handbag which 1listed all city attractions and
activities etc etc with site, show times etc given .

Note: Another valuable p@blicatiofy by the NeDeAe was "Napier and
You" -- a Dbrochure sugsesting what the city ne=ded in the
way of simple and more elaborate facilities., It was
distributed to all legasl firms, accountants etc., to use
when considering bequests 1 clients o It wes
estimated the Dbrochure brough in city facilities to a
value of more than $1,500,000.

. "I'm A Visitor to Nepier" spelfwadhesive vpaper badges for visitors to
wegr while staying in Napier . They were distributed by the office,
all accommodation houses and visitor population placese They
vEeEe designed to let DNapier citizens know who were visitors
s0 they could bte helpful and friendly to them . The stickers
were widely worn by visitors who ~ucued up to get them and
they had an instant effect on the hospitality extended to
visitors by Napier people as they were now identified. They
vere the envy of other P.R.Ce offices .

AT?RACTICNS

In adiition to starting Marineland, the Ne.Dei. initiated the
development of the Centennial gsrden by adtising the City

Council of the late Yr Tye Husheer's ides of a waterfall over
the Bluff Hill and the fact he was preapredto assist financially,.
The closing of the prison quarry, said the N.Dede provided such

an opportunity e

. In itz early deys it also a.ranged a8 special visit by
a Uele Submarine , Redfisha and then s @pecial saowing of
the first U.S. menned space venicle.
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The Hawke's Bay wildlife Trust asked the N.D.A. to assist to

get patronage  for the kiwi display at the botapnical gerdens o

The secretary attended a meeting and asdvised the transfer o8 the

kiwi display to where the people were ... the Marine Paradeecees

on the Yba&is that if th: people wont go to the kiwi take the kiwi
to the people. The Wildlife frust had no funds so the NueD.A. ,
obtained gratis, plans for the kiwi house , quantities, all timber,
steel 4 roofing, wall material etce., 3and, with s council contribution
of funds set aside to develop the <former trampoline area, the new
Kiwi house was built at no cost whatsoewer to the ¥ildlife Trust .
The N.DeAe almo made arrangements for Princess Alexandera to open the
building during her visit.

The NeD.A. was keen to investigate: the possibility of an
everland trip to the gannets at Cape Kidnavnerse As the result

of intense investigation, approaches to the 1land-owners, an apnproach
to the H.B. Motor Co. and resulting interest, obtaining a source of
suitable vehicles , wpokk on the rosd, Gannet Safari wgs established.
It was jnstant success with 2 substantial number of overseas visitors

toki@e the tripe

The HeDeie persuaded a local boat owner to establish fishing
rips in the bay by day ond "8Beec Napier from the Sea by night"
TNis proved anotherf popular gctivity for visitorse

The N.Dede also arranged entertainment on an in~pool stage at

the Olym»ic Pool for visttors and a contest between the cam»ing
grounds for entertainment at the pools Dance and Swim sessions at the
pool also proved popular . BPhese were Xmas holidey attractions

KoIor Kepers at Esster was initiated gnd started by the Ne.D.Ao
and once developed was given to the Round Table Club as a regular
project « The Round iIsble Club had assisted with the initial sessionse

ACCCM:.ODATION DEVELOPMENT :

When the N .D.A. was re=forted in 1963 there were two motel
complexes in lapier ~- Kennedy Park and the Sussex Notel in
Lincoln road ¢ Allied with the drive for more visitors and the
development of attractions, the Ne.DeAe set out to obtain more
motel style accommodatione The . Association ,through its office,
was responsible for the following accomnodation developments from
1965 to  1974.I% was apoyroached by the prospective proprietors
for advice, confidence ,nd support - and all were assgisted and given
the confidence to proceed with their developments := Travelodge,
Fountain Court, Bamboo Lodge, Cedar Court, Colonial Lodge, Blue
Dolphin, Blue Llagoon, Clive Lodge, Links Mgtel, Mc Lean Park Lodge,
Marewa Lodge, Marin:eland Motels, Kingswood Court, Snd¥oose Lodge,
Rawhiti Motel, Spanish Lady Notel, Recf Notel, Sherwood Lodge,
Sunset Strip, Tennyson lMotor Inn and the Tropicana Motel ( Ray
Turner was builidng flats but was persuaded by the N.Dede to
convert ther to motel units to help with the holiday accomrodstion
problem )¢ Some ascsistap e was also given with the Onekswa Hotel.

The NeDeAe set up an s3c:om:wolation bureau with the support of
all accommodation houses in N apier ... hotels, motels, motor
hotels, private hotels, guest houses and, for holiday periods,
more than 150 private homes for bed and breskfaste It also
(reluctantly ) undertook house letting for holidays during the
Summer season on request e
Note: The office had a system whereby each morning during the
holidays each accommodation house in Napieg (end some in
Hastings for overflow) were phoned for detauls of accomm?dation
avipBle that night « As a resylt, with the accommodation
houses® co-operation, the office record showed extactly at any
time of the day or night what beds were available and where.
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CITY ACTIVITIZS

The N.DeAe in{€ted the Hawke's Bay Rugby Mascot, Hawkeye and
formed the Hawke's 3Bay Rugby Supporte¥s’ €lud to assist Hawke's Bay

to win the Ranfurly Shield an hold it for three seasonse On every
Saturday of shield challenges the Ne.DesAe organised the Hawkeye - Paradee
It had the mascot itself designed and built at no cost and the
secretary composed and had recorded the Hawkeye Songe

wWwhen Hawke's bay eventualiy lost the shield, to Canterbury ~ the NeDeAe
initiated and organised, with Rugby assistance, a tour of Fiji for
the Hawke's Bay Team under the name of Saracens , It was at no

cost to Rugby and left s Dbalance of honey in Fiji for schoolboy
Rugby « This was an appreciation of the tegm's 1§;fort in winning

and holding the shield and the tremendous 32§§$F; Nap ieres

The N.D A. also later organised a trip to Fiji by the Simvonds
Aerobatiec: Troupe to assist Cripped Children in Fiji o This was
at no cost to the troupe and was in apprecistion of its ever=
ready help with entertainment in DNapier and other NeZe centrese.

. Ig resgponce to repeated sugzestions, the N.DsAse orgenised New
Zealand's; first Wine and Food Festival based on Mc Lean Park
and the Centennial Halle It was well supported by the wine
industry in New Zealande For spedtacular entertainment, the NeD.A.
arranged for nz-hzly dispierys ty the Fijian Firewalkers from Beqa
Islande It was the first time the firewalkers had 1left Fiji .

. Otkexr similar events were the Boat and Caravan Show and the
outdo@g¥. exhibition in the Centennial Hall,

The HNeDeAe was closely associgted throughout with Marineland and

the Aquarium , It was an approach by the N.DeAs. which saw Mr

Rod Abel appointed mansger of Marineland. He has since been responsible
for major Marinelamd'=type develogments in other countries « At one
stage when Mr ibel was indisposed the N.DeAs. segretary/manager undertook
duties at Mavineland, The N.DeAe, at the DMargnelond Trust Board's
invitation, established the Marinelsnd Shop which develpped a2 1large
number of attractive souvenirs and gave outstanding service to Marineland
patronse.

When the new aquarium was built there was a shortage of Zunds and the
NeDeAe wundertook to helpe It organised sponsorship of jquarium tanks
and features bringing in around £30,000

The NeDeA o was instrumental in assisting most Napier orgsnisations
one way or another o Typical of this was the Hawke's Bay Game

Fishing Club on ebtaining its site at Ahuriri {kom the Harbour 3oard
and other similar achievements. It also assisted many new citigens from
within New Zealand and from overseas to find houses and worke It
persuaded a large number of visitors to take up residence in the city
and typical of this was Dr Tam and family . Napier needed more
doctorse It had a very close and happy relationzship with the

business cowiunity eond h@lped many retailers and other business interests
in malyy and varpied wayse

PUSLICITY The NeDeAeo concentrated intensely on publicity for Napier

City and was always the first port of c¢all for writers , ¥.V.
Teams such as Town ang Around in the€srly days with Relds Familton
and Cathy Saunders. Trey always called first at the office for
ideas for programmes ‘and were oassisted in their productione

Stories promoting Nap#er were prepdred by the HNe.D.le and published
extensively inTcluding such publications as the National Geogrsphic
magasine anéd other simillar publicaztionse.
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OTHER ACTIVITI=ES

The N.DeAe was @2lled upon to organise or assist with the organisation

of a2 number of major conferences. It organised the N.Z. Timber

Merchants As-ociation Conference, the H.Z. Hardware lierchants Conference,
and, at council's request , undertook the accomuodation and entertainment
programme for the Municipal Association Conferences It also assisted
with the Harbours Association conferencee

While these were probably the major conferences orgenised by the NeDeide
it was avpproached by s great meny smaller orgsnisations for help in
pgrsuading their nationasl grgenisations to hold g3 conference in Napier .
This was done successfully in most cases, and accom odation and entertein-
ment assistance given.

. The N.DeA. gave major  sssistance to the City Council din the
organisation of two Royel Visitse The first was by the Queen and

Duke of HEdinburgh when the HeDeA. sugzested the walk along the

Parade by day and by night « This sug:estion was welcomed by Mr Patrick
O'Bay as something refreshingly newe. It was adoped and was successful,
It starteds wheéle new concept for Royal Visits in N.Ze said Mr 0'Daye.

All entertainment, except the {irework display, was orgsnised byf the
NeDeAe 1in-cluding the Marineland Showe

o The NeDeAe arranged and organised many official openings of
new buildjings for indgstry and business . Typical of these were
Begley Inzdustries, Siros Dale Leather snd Olin Mathesone.

° Tpe final major orgenisstion by the Secretaryd{Manager, Jock Stevensoo.
- and the NeDdie before his retirement in 1974 was the three~-month
prograume of celebrations for the Centennial of Napier, Virtually
the whole progranmume was left to the N.D 4« to orgenise. The

NeDeds was responsible for the procession, the idea of the Time
Cepsule, the film premiere, the research and preparation of the
historic film "Nspier#-iAs She Jas" and the whole range of Centennial
activities by a grest many organisations and groupse

COMCLUSION : The HNapier Development Ascociation's Work for the
development of Nsyier was recognised in 196 by Britain’
and the United States. Jock 3tevenson was invited with three
other UNew Ze2landers to B ritsin as guest of The Queen and the
B ritish Government on a VeleP "See What Maskes Britain : Tick"

tour for NeZ. Development officerse It wass @ month's visite For

Jock Stevenson this was followed by a mornth's visit to the

United States as guest of the State Department whdre he attended

and adiressed a lorth America Conference of Development

organisations at Seattde o “his was follow-d by an orgsnised

visit to the mein Marinelonds and aguariums to help the

development of Marineland of N.Z. in Napiere 7

; N 2 s
Jgck Stevenson was awarded the O.B.Eb{ Tor Conm unity Service
and ¢ evelopment == an award which he said at the time resulted
from his association with the Illapier Development Az ociatione



