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NAPIER BRANCH 25 

President:  Dave Crook ZL2MQ, 02102969006 email davey.crook@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Bryce Gilbert ZL1BCG 027 27764928 email zl1bcg@gmail.com
Treasurer: Stuart McLeod ZL2XC 06 844 3706 email ZL2XC@slingshot.co.nz  
AREC: Mike Bull ZL2VM 06 843 6052 email rlb.mbb@xtra.co.nz 

Committee: 
Revell Troy ZL2SS 0210742837 email revelltroy@hotmail.com 
Michael Mullins ZL2MY 8434210 email michaelmullins@xtra.co.nz 
Peter Breen ZL2CD 0274721527 email peterbreen@clear.net.nz
Karl Matthys ZL1TJ 845 4372 email karlmatthys@ymail.com

Committee Meetings: 7:30 pm, 3rd Tuesday of January, March, May, July, September, 
November
Club Calls: ZL2GT, ZL2G 
Club Web Site: http://www.zl2gt.nz/

Club Nights: First Wednesday each month (except January) 7.30pm at the Club Rooms: 
123 Latham Street Napier

Napier Amateur Radio Club Branch 25 NZART

Time rolls on, it is now a year since we have moved into our retirement village, we 
are enjoying it more and more as time goes by.
The weather is currently Sunny as I write this, but one wonders if the rains will 
return, or if we can expect some “drying out” of the sodden ground.
I have enjoyed some DX on the bands that I have an antenna for, with some nice 
long path contacts into the mediteranean, and a smattering of JA, VK and W 
stations at the times I have available to operate my equipment.
There has been some interest in generating a new “Club Project”, with a RF field 
strength meter, a satellite 2M / 70cm crossed yagi, a dual AF freqency audio 
generator (for ssb tx checking) and a DF aerial for fox hunting being suggested. You 
may have a better or different idea which you can bring to the next meeting. My 
intention with this project, once we have a direction to head into, is to form a team 
to develop the project with an emphasis on self construction of the actual and final 
device.
A weekend working bee, will be announced shortly to complete the antenna work 
around the Clubhouse, all welcome to attend/ help out/ learn.
The recent committee meeting recommended that the vertical antenna that was 
removed to make way for the tuner/longwire shack antenna be repaired and 
reinstalled as a spare. We need a handy man to repair the obvious missing stubs 
etc. and check the whole thing out. Any volunteers??
Napier Branch has its next meeting on August the 2nd and after the usual Club 
business, and some discussion on the above, it is “Show and Tell”, where you bring 
anything that will be of interest to the group, this can be anything, even a paper or 
magazine clipping, or a You Tube clip. No contest! just for interest sake.... and join 
us for some chat and cuppa. This meeting will be held at the Latham Street Club
rooms at 7:30pm. All Welcome!
That's all for this month, see you at the meeting
73 Dave ZL2MQ.

mailto:rlb.mbb@xtra.co.nz
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HASTINGS BRANCH 13

President:         Blue Smith ZL3TT Ph 027 220 3724 email: kgsmithblue@nowmail.co.nz          
Vice President Robert Wallace ZL2SG Ph 878 4993  email ffonzrjw@gmail.com
Secretary:  David Walker ZL2DW Ph 876 0518 email david@apexradiocoms.co.nz
Treasurer:         Peter Moore ZL2HM Ph 06 68577340 email: pikam@xtra.co.nz
AREC/CD John Newson ZL2VAF Ph 027 230 3642 email: zl2vaf@gmail.com
AREC Deputy:         Robert Wallace ZL2SG Ph 878 4993           email  ffonzrjw@gmail.com
Committee:        Ray Barlow ZL2RB Ph 06 878 6068 email: r.w.barlow@xtra.co.nz

Rob Leicester ZL2US Ph 878 6381
Peter Keong ZL2PW Ph 027 217 1315 email: pkeong@xtra.co.nz
Stephen Simpson ZL2SPF Ph 022 630 4183 email: simpson.s1917@gmail.com
Phil Garside ZL2RO Ph 021 042 3129 email: zl2ro@xtra.co.nz

Hastings QSL Distribution: Wally Shuker ZL2MO Ph 843 5497 email zl2mo@hotmail.co.nz
Magazine Editor: John Newson ZL2VAF Ph. 027 230 3642     email  zl2vaf@gmail.com
NZART License Examiners:    Peter – ZL2HM, Dave – ZL2MQ, Ray – ZL2RB
Club Call: ZL2AS and ZL2QS
Net Controllers (Sunday '670 repeater, 9am) ZL3TT/ZL2DW
Club Nights: Fourth Wednesday each month (except December) at 7.30 pm Pakowhai Hall, Pakowhai Road
Club Fees $20 per year payable to Branch 13 a/c # 03 0642 0733310 00  (use your call sign as a reference).
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Branch 13/HBARC, Hastings, office 
bearers, 
David Walker ZL2DW (Secretary), 
Blue Smith ZL3TT (President), 
Peter ZL2HM  (Treasurer).

From the top table

Well hello one and all, here we are in July and it is the month for the famous branch 
13 donated junk sale. Don't forget we are still at Branch 25 club rooms in Latham 
Street and maybe some members of Branch 25 might like to come along to see what 
fun we have on this night, you never know you could end up going home with some 
good stuff. I wonder how much junk that was sold last year will turn back up for 
resale.

At long last all the renovations that I have had done here at home have finished and 
now it is my turn to get stuck in and start painting, doing the little things that still 
need doing. The worst of the work is done and no more contractors coming in and 
out and leaving dirty foot marks on the floor.

Well not much more to report for this month and this must have something to do with 
it being winter and a little colder. I can report that 20 meters is working quite nicely 
in the afternoon and so guys have been talking on other bands as well when they are 
open, but like all things you have to be there at the right time to work the bands.

OK guys, that's it for this month not much more so look forward to Wednesday night 
and please if you have some junk that you wish to get rid of bring it along and we will 
send you back home with some to replace what you came with.

Cheers to one and all.

Blue ZL3TT President Branch 13 HBARC 

President Branch 13 HBARC 

mailto:pkeong@xtra.co.nz
mailto:simpson.s1917@gmail.com
mailto:zl2mo@hotmail.co.nz
mailto:zl2vaf@gmail.com
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Antenna tuner unit
When you have a long wire aerial system or any aerial that you want to use off 
from the resonant frequency, that it tuned to, you need to use an antenna tuner 
unit to get it into resonance for your transmitter. If you have the latest and 
greatest transceiver it may have auto tune for best Standing Wave Ratio and not 
be needed. In the good old days (ie valve) this was nota problem, The large 
amount of voltage coming back to your transmitter from the aerial did not 
damage the RF output valve. But with transistor or FET transmitter output, this 
now becomes a problem.
In my pile of stuff that I have purchased at the famous Hastings Club auction is a 
selection of tuning gangs and an Inductor coil on a ceramic core. I thought well, I 
could make an antenna tuner with this. I chose an old pi vision antenna tuner 
circuit. There are more modern ones, may be better, but in the back of my mind, 
I needed to make certain that I could drain off any rain static that was on the 
aerial system. I don’t like leaving the aerial on my receiver when there is thunder 
and lighting or rain around, the FET inputs don’t like it.
Although this one won't do it by itself I will be building up a separate filter unit to 
bleed off static voltage. This can be done with a large inductance to earth or a 
high ohmic resistor to earth. Neither of these will help in a lighting strike.
I also need a FM radio filter to stop inter-modulation for my SDR radio, but that’s 
a different project.
My long wire has a Balum on it to help with this problem, but the centre fed 40 
meter dipole I am building will need help. I will use them as a means to have a 
DC path from the aerial to earth.
The variable Capacitors have big spaces between the plates, this is voltage over 
kill but they are a matched pair that will be just in case I happen to put a high 
power transmitter on to the ATU.
You never know what happens in the future. The switch unit to switch the 
inductance taps out arrived from another years sale at the Hastings Club now all I 
needed is a box to fit it in. At the scra yard one day came one of those small 
uninterruptible power supplies for a computer system. The metal box is what I 
wanted, and the boss wanted the battery, electronics and the opper wire out of 
the inside.
And so deal was made, I was stripping out all the parts the boss can sell and 
bringing them back to work. I was able to keep the metal case.
The first problem was,I wanted to use the side of the case not the small end. The 
lid is a slide on one, and I have 3 control shafts that need to stick through the 
front. Sliding on won't work for this case.
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So with the use of an angle grinder with a cutting blade, I cut the back off, just 
down 10 mil’s from the top, and that allows me to clip the front on and then slide 
it along and then screw the back on as a separate piece. A coat of paint to pretty 
it all up. Put some little rubber feet on and it should do the job.
Now I mounted the aerial sockets on the front because, when it's sitting on the 
shelf pushed up against the back wall I don't want to have to be pulling it in and 
out all the time to change aerial leads around,as I swap it from set to set.
I was going to make a front instrument panel for it with a computer program and 
printer. But the learning curve to get it to do what you want is pretty steep. So I'm 
going to give that away, and I went down to the local book shop and bought some 
protractors, clear plastic ones. They are graduated for 180° that's all I need for 
setting the variable capacitors.
I still have some work to do on the Inductance switch position, but I need 
something smaller of that.
We'll call it working.
So I'm off inside for a coffee and a bikkie.
Eric ZL2TSU

Aerial / antenna wire available for free.
For the past 25 years I’ve enjoyed experimenting with wire aerials, but the 
cyclone seems to have put an end to that!
I’ve got a couple of bins of cable and wire which may be of use to someone.  No 
charge.  Pickup Havelock North
50M of almost new 50 Ohm coax, a small drum of 300 Ohm TV feedline, a small 
drum of 8-way heavy-ribbon cable (1mm wire?), an 80M offset dipole, coax cable, 
UTP cable and various lengths of 1mm and 2.5mm wire.
David, ZL2WT, 022 500 2182.

Available  FREE   2v cells  
https://www.cyb.com.au/content/industrial/telecommunications/batteries/uxl-
specs/uxl330-2.pdf
Contact Jeff  (ZL2HT,  Hastings   022 6198891

Branch 13/HBARC, Hastings, next meeting
Wednesday 26 July, 7-30pm,   at the NAPIER Branch 25  Club Rooms

- General Meeting.
- "Donated Junk Auction".

Bring along your donated electronic/radio goodies and we will auction them off for 
Club funds...…….and give you a fun night.
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LONG TIME....NO ANSWER.
In about 1978 a group of us from the then "HB VHF Group" visited David Lamont 
at his Taradale home to see his CW decoder. 
He had just learnt CW to gain the call sign ZL2AMD.
He had built a wonderful electronic CW decoding machine ..... for nothing. He 
found out that it decoded CW just fine when it was generated by machine but 
despite his best efforts he could never make it successfully decode hand 
generated CW.
Jump now to July 2023,  QST,  P52, where a person in the "Ask Dave" column (on 
the RHS of P53) talks about this and Dave's reply ...…... no one has made a 
successful hand generated CW decoder ...…. and here we are 45 years later after 
ZL2AMD's attempt. 
This must annoy a few CW contesters hi hi .  Nothing like the human brain to do 
the job huh.
73,  David ZL2DW

A bit of EME tonight do you think ?    (location 
unknown)
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