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NAPIER BRANCH 25 

President:  Dave Crook ZL2MQ, 02102969006 email davey.crook@gmail.com 
Secretary:  Bryce Gilbert ZL1BCG 027 27764928 email zl1bcg@gmail.com
Treasurer: Stuart McLeod ZL2XC 06 844 3706 email ZL2XC@slingshot.co.nz  
AREC: Mike Bull ZL2VM 06 843 6052 email rlb.mbb@xtra.co.nz 

Committee: 
Revell Troy ZL2SS 0210742837 email revelltroy@hotmail.com 
Michael Mullins ZL2MY 8434210 email michaelmullins@xtra.co.nz 
Peter Breen ZL2CD 0274721527 email peterbreen@clear.net.nz
Karl Matthys ZL1TJ 845 4372 email karlmatthys@ymail.com

Committee Meetings: 7:30 pm, 3rd Tuesday of January, March, May, July, September, 
November
Club Calls: ZL2GT, ZL2G 
Club Web Site: http://www.zl2gt.nz/

Club Nights: First Wednesday each month (except January) 7.30pm at the Club Rooms: 
123 Latham Street Napier

FOR SALE (Offers).
Two Uniden radio scanners (receivers only).
Models UBC60XLT and UBC245XLT
Complete with plug pack chargers and manuals.
Offers to David  ZL2DW   (0274 502501)

Amateur Radio  WSPR may help to locate flight MH370
https://www.1news.co.nz/2023/09/01/location-of-lost-flight-mh370-may-have-been-found/?fbclid=IwAR3eCMPp2yd_M6kGALwnOv8BJ2fK3ZPO0nN2gKG4KXdqXcvi9iJV10c-QQ0

And an article refuting above
https://mh370.radiantphysics.com/2021/12/19/wspr-cant-find-mh370/?fbclid=IwAR3Dnb8YK5LK8eur8R3pFVGcxEBBAfdKRmqfae72-awWyULGuZKyMN6ddZk

Taken in 2002 in the Blenheim race 
course, you will see the 2metre 
antenna,  I was using an Icom hand 
held working 670 Nelson...…... for a 
week driving around through Picton  
Havelock for the 80th birthday of the 
Austin 7
Colin ZL2TMX

Little Red on the balance

mailto:rlb.mbb@xtra.co.nz
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mailto:peterbreen@clear.net.nz
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HASTINGS BRANCH 13

President:         Blue Smith ZL3TT Ph 027 220 3724 email: kgsmithblue@nowmail.co.nz          
Vice President Robert Wallace ZL2SG Ph 878 4993  email ffonzrjw@gmail.com
Secretary:  David Walker ZL2DW Ph 876 0518 email david@apexradiocoms.co.nz
Treasurer:         Peter Moore ZL2HM Ph 06 68577340 email: pikam@xtra.co.nz
AREC/CD John Newson ZL2VAF Ph 027 230 3642 email: zl2vaf@gmail.com
AREC Deputy:         Robert Wallace ZL2SG Ph 878 4993           email  ffonzrjw@gmail.com
Committee:        Ray Barlow ZL2RB Ph 06 878 6068 email: r.w.barlow@xtra.co.nz

Rob Leicester ZL2US Ph 878 6381
Peter Keong ZL2PW Ph 027 217 1315 email: pkeong@xtra.co.nz
Stephen Simpson ZL2SPF Ph 022 630 4183 email: simpson.s1917@gmail.com
Phil Garside ZL2RO Ph 021 042 3129 email: zl2ro@xtra.co.nz

Hastings QSL Distribution: Wally Shuker ZL2MO Ph 843 5497 email zl2mo@hotmail.co.nz
Magazine Editor: John Newson ZL2VAF Ph. 027 230 3642     email  zl2vaf@gmail.com
NZART License Examiners:    Peter – ZL2HM, Dave – ZL2MQ, Ray – ZL2RB
Club Call: ZL2AS and ZL2QS
Net Controllers (Sunday '670 repeater, 9am) ZL3TT/ZL2DW
Club Nights: Fourth Wednesday each month (except December) at 7.30 pm Pakowhai Hall, Pakowhai Road
Club Fees $20 per year payable to Branch 13 a/c # 03 0642 0733310 00  (use your call sign as a reference).
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Branch 13/HBARC, Hastings, office 
bearers, 
David Walker ZL2DW (Secretary), 
Blue Smith ZL3TT (President), 
Peter ZL2HM  (Treasurer).

From the Top Table

Hi one and all,
Well this month we are not having a formal meeting like we normally do but, as like we 
do at this time of the year, we head off to Waipawa for a good meal and a great catch 
up. It is also a great time for those of you that have an XYL to bring them along and let 
them see what us bad boys get up to - Yea Right!
Any way it is very nice to meet the better half's of the guys that we all see each month 
or so. For some it gets them involved with the club as well and some they are hams as 
well. This is great as we could do with more of the ladies in the club. Its one hobby that 
men and women can get involved with on equal terms.
We have changed from having our meetings at branch 25 to the Orphans hall in Hastings 
for next month and which is also our general meeting and AGM. There will be a notice 
posted for the address in Break Out so keep an eye out for it. It is also our home brew 
competition night as well so bring those things along that you have been working on. If it 
is to large then take some pictures and we can see what you have been up to.
I have been very busy on 10 meters and 20 and there has been some good DX going on. 
There has been some really bad DXing as well and to make a point I have been doing 
some research into this and below is what has come to my attention. Don't get me 
wrong digital radio is going to be good but I just think that if these guys are going to do 
a DX expedition to other countries then they need to do the hard miles as well and stop 
letting there PCs do all the work for them, like FT8, and work SSB and CW so that those 
of us that don't use the digital modes can still work them. We all know the cost of doing 
a DX expedition and the time it takes to set all the gear up and install antennas is quite 
hard and of cause there is the time in getting to some of these places ether by aeroplane 
or boat but this is half the fun of it all. With a boat you can carry pretty much as you can 
but with aeroplanes you are limited by weight and the size of poles and what ever else 

mailto:pkeong@xtra.co.nz
mailto:simpson.s1917@gmail.com
mailto:zl2mo@hotmail.co.nz
mailto:zl2vaf@gmail.com
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you what to take or need. This all costs big money so why not go the cheap way 
and use the internet via star link or the satellites.
Anyway you guys get the picture and every one to what turns them on when it 
comes to amateur radio. It is still very interesting but not my cup of tea and, like 
it or not, I for one prefer to rag chew and talk to someone on the other end no 
matter where they are and some times put a face to the callsign and not let the 
PC do all the work for you. At least if I ever get around to applying for my DXCC I 
will have done it the hard way and the best way with no cheating.
Well that's it for this month, looking forward to seeing some of you at Waipawa. If 
not there then on air or maybe at the AGM in November.
cheers Blue ZL3TT, President Branch 13 HBARC

Branch 13/HBARC NEXT MEETING
 
"CHB Meal and Meeting", Wednesday 25 October 6pm at "Skinny Mulligans", 
Waipawa.  A time for us "others" to visit the patch of our CHB members.
Please make your own car pooling arrangements.
Booking numbers to David (ZL2DW 0274 502501)
 
Please note the above is in lieu of our normal Hastings area meeting.

How to print and process SK requirements re your call 
sign, in advance

https://www.nzart.org.nz/assets/forms/2018%20Silent%20Key%20Removal%20Form.pdf

https://www.nzart.org.nz/assets/forms/2018%20Silent%20Key%20Removal%20Form.pdf
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An old’n but a good’n

For this month's story, I'm getting to the point of wiring up all my pcb’s for the 
beach 40 project that we are making at the building club in Napier. It's a 40 meter 
transceiver, so I needed a signal on 40 meters, as during the day the band is very 
quiet,as in nothing at all.
The Beach 40 was just full of QRM from the FM or AM bands. I needed a signal 
that I could recognise when I found it.
Now in my collection of stuff that I had bought from the Hastings Branch 13 
auctions, I have this old valve RF generator (see fig 1). Now I bought it a few 
years ago because it looked all alone and 
left by itself. But it had a dial on the 
tuning gang with a reduction Drive, which 
is what I originally bought it for, as I 
could use in some project or other.
I pulled it off the shelf and placed on the 
workbench. It was a home made, all 
valve thing that some ham had made, 
that no doubt was his pride and joy.
Switched it on, and waited to see if it 
worked.  I had my frog running (FRG-7) 
and went looking for the signal.
The RF output sockets are old Mic inputs 

from the old PA systems used in the good old 
days, I did not have one so I just soldered a piece 
of wire on to the centre pin as a sort of aerial.
I waited for something to happen: nothing. I can't 
find any signal. The dial is unmarked, just goes 
from zero to 100.
The band switch says, that the C band is from 
7MHZ to 19Mhz. I am looking at the osc valve 
(see fig 2), I know this, as the band coils and the 
tuning variable cap are there.
The valve is a twin triode. I know this also as I 
am that ancient. It has 12A on it (the rest is 
missing).
My reference books say (yes I buy old books as 
well) that the valve was a 12AT7 ECC81, 12AU7 
ECC82 or a 12AX7 ECC83. They all have the 
same pin-out.
Now I know that if you keep repeating the same thing over and over you'll get the 
same result. But in my case twiddling the tuning knob doesn't count. I just twiddled 
the tuning knob backwards and forwards, waiting for inspiration to strike.
At my age it could be one or two ways, either I knock something off the bench and it 
lands on my foot and wakes up my ideas, or slowly a light bulb above my head will 
start to glow.
In this case my foot was spared. So I'm staring at the Oscillator valve and in behind 
it is the tuning gang. I was expecting that 7MHZ would be down on the left hand end 
of the dial, some where between zero and ten on the scale.
So I'm twiddling the knob around looking in side at the oscillator when the light 
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started to glimmer. At the low end of the tuning band the tuning gang should be 
fully meshed (low frequency). The high frequency end is where the tuning gang is 
only just meshed. What I was seeing was at the zero end (low frequency) on the 
front dial where I expected to find 7MHZ, the tuning gang was lightly meshed. This 
meant, that this was the high frequency end not low frequency end. The display is 
reading backwards.
So the low end should be around up to the 100 end of the dial.
Turning the dial all the way up I heard the RF sweep through the frog. I switched 
on the ZC1 for 40 meters and found it there. The dial on the ZC1 tuner is out of 
scale but that's not going to be a problem. I put some cleaner spray into the band 
switch as it was noisy and put the valve RF generator back together. 
Some time back in the day, a ham built this to be used. It may be old, it may be 
valves, but it still works. So I now have a signal source that I can use, and I'm 
happy with that.
I am off inside for a coffee and bicky.
Eric ZL2TSU

Explanation by Laurie ZL2TC.
The antennas in the photo are 
commonly used for FM broadcasting. 
They look a bit weird because of the 
angle the photo was taken from, but 
basically each antenna is a pair of 
dipoles, mounted at right angles to 
each other on a common boom, and 
spaced a quarter wavelength apart, 
so you get circular polarization.
The elements of each dipole are 
tilted back toward each other so that 
the ends are in the same vertical 
plane. Not sure why , but it may be 
so that the dipoles have the same 
phase centre.
FM broadcast transmitting antennas 
commonly use circular polarization or 
dual polarization to minimize the 
"picket fence" effect when receiving 
in a moving vehicle.

Antenna Type?

Seen by a friend of mine visiting Oz



Cooking with Short Waves
Thanks to ZL2WRW for finding this little gem
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