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Much has happened since our last 'Wire'. Holidays and summer fun are
long gone and Easter (along with Winter) is fast approaching.

Once again we have a "full", if somewhat overdue 'Wire' with many people
to thank for their help and contributions - it's you community people
out there who make our magazine unique.

We couldn't put this issue out without a mention of the Cahirdean fire.
How many of us felt totally useless and helpless when those flames took
that house so easily and how sorry we felt for Jocelyn and her family
with the thought of all their possessions and effects being destroyed,

It was very encouraging however to see the way our community rallied
together to help Jos.

Contributions of clothing, furniture, electrical equipment and goodness
knows what else was fantastic. Terry Bullock's shearing gang came up

trumps with -their support and; typically, through it all “Jos. never
stopped smiling!

No babies, engagewmnﬁ or marriages yet this year, however...

CONGRATULATIONS do go to our ex Waiwhare School pupils who gained
School Certificate in 1991.
Lucy Arthur, Robert Ayres, Philippa Kay and Peter Sheild each passed
in all six subjects (with A passes not in short supply).
- Good luck to you for your sixth form year. We hear the work is
somewhat harder now (especially the 7th form accounting, eh Robert?).
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Herae's a varsa for the "Wira" (:rutdllng

Should it ba erutching, aor thae fire?

The fira's too sad, the crutching will do - :
Where shall [ start - it's up to you. ;
So hera [ go, right or wrong, AR ‘ i
If [ get a break it won't take long. -

The school notice came, with art work too.
"Omahaki's Crutching, we need yagu'".

Just how many they didn't say

But we need "Your Baody' faor the day.

Early starters gather raound.
Listening for a vehicle sound.

The time goes by, let’'s make a start, -
More folks are coming. do take heart. Z
David’'s on one, Pater’'s an two, l(
Watch those doors whatever yaou do. 2.,
Barry's the man on number 3, =
Thera's rcom for all, just wait and see. »

Out the back thersa's Rick and Ca,
Learning all they need to knaw,

'cept faoricoumnteoutl — “*VWhatcha sayo'!
It's new to Steve all the way.

The sheep keep coming thick and fast
Socn it's smoko time at last.
The tucker's out, gosh what a spread
Shame atcut the smelly shed.

All too scon it's back to work.

I wish I had a place to shirk
['ll keep an eye out for a while
Watching cockies and their style.

Down the bcard at number 6

The plant is broken, it needs a fix.
Some time is taken over haw,
Johnny's resting, "Just for naw".

Roger's grateful to ease the pace
But we all know it's naot a race.
Though to watch it all from number S
You'd think it was a big beehive.

In and out the docrs they go

What next ccmes cut, you never know.
*Shut the daor®., it's toao late

Sheep on the board., the excitement great.

Rowsies busy, brooms to spare
The press needs tramping, get Jill up there.
Gently she gives a poke,

Firmer now she hits her stroke.

Martin's here, flat aout taa

No moccasins aon but saocks will do.
Running in and running aout

He and Pete, they’'re nao laouts.

CQut the back the dog loocks scary,

The men are tired., even weary.

Though Bo—peep has a certain style

The sheep won't go that extra mile.
Just another foot would do

Come on, Leonie, where's that '"Shao!"?

The last arrive on the grating.

Across the board the paddock's waiting.
Slowly now the plants wind down,
Quietly, quietly, peace abounds.

We hear a truck

The keg is coming,

The men are done

They’'re through wih running.
The work is aover,

Time tao rast,

The first cold beer

Sure tastes the best.
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1 who assisted.
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OTHER ‘E
Cpossum — Nancy WVilliams/Buddy & ¥Noel Evans/Troy lst=
Sheep F — Craig Campbell
Sheep Wei = & Pober WO Syl Fivan
Stappin = “lorna Ward
Nail Dr — Ladies: Anthea Yule
Men: Jim Agnew
Crosscut Saw —~ . Men: Dave Peachey & Terry Bullock
Ladies: Susan Sparkes & Mairin Dysart
Lucky Sp = lkuey Favior
Babty Phc - 1lst Bev Sparkes
2= Shona Goulding & Jill Simons
Golf =~ Ladies: Leonie Smith
Men: David Hill
5 = Children: Philip Oliver, Brett & Andy Gunson
Home Brew Fecbaul “MacKay
Gumboot Throwing = Beter Dingle
Rolli E i — Anthea Yule
Egz T = . BPeter Pingle & David Hild
122m = HessicacArthur
122m — Andrew Gordon
-5~



WAIWHARE

QPEN_ HORSE

Bending
1 Jeremy Sherratt

2 Mike Webster

3 Christine Goulding
Barr=1l Race

1 Grant-ElLliates

2 Tony Jeffard

3 David Scaott

JUMP NG

Kinderzarten

b3 Hamish Webstar

2 Serena Gouldiag

2 EBridget de Barre

AGE GROUP POINTS PRIZES
Kindergarten =
Novice =
Juniore =
Senicr = El

Alec

L
"
S =y Y
Ve e [0

W -

W N H= |t
(LR
o ji poN
O g OfA =
Bt o b D
HE |0
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arrel Raca
Christine Gaoulding
Pam Gunson
Chris Dunn

W N +|to

1 Roger Dunn
2 Craig Keighley
3 Ian Herries

Tei=mil

1 Craig Keighley

2= Ian Herries
Martin Jones
Craig Guy

Ladies

Bending

1 Chrnis Punn

2 Lyn Vilkinson

DOG TRIAL

Heading Dog

1 Peter de Barre
2

3

BErian Muggeridge
Guy BEeamish

SPORTS CLUB - 19432 RESULTS

Balloon Race

1 Guy BEeamish

2 - Grant BElifiott
3 John Russell

Medley

12 Tany Jeffard

2 John Russell

3 Peter de Barre

Juniar

1 Suzanne Ward

2 Tina Clarke

3= Amanda Robinson
Emmily EBryant

Hamish Webster
Serena Goulding
Amanda McCaslin

Apple Bobbing

1 Andrew Gunscn
2 Alec Burnside
3 Jayden Herrcn
teial

1. Cradg tay

2 Craig Keighley
S Alaec Burnside
Apple Bobbing

1 Christine Goulding
2 =31l Shmons

8 Chris DPunn

Apple Bobbing
Craig Keighley
Rcger Dunn
Barry Wallace

WN -

Arple Eobbing
1 €hris Dunn
2 Lyn Wilkinson

Handy Dog
1 John Weir
2 Graeme Fountaine

3 Peter de Barre

Apple Bobbing

I=-Phil “Avreo

2 Christine Goulding
3 Jeremy Sherratt

Shepherd’' s. Hack

1 Guy Beamish

7 Allan Roberts

3 Jeremy Sherratt
Seniocr

1 Mervyn Harper

= Elissa Chalmers
3 Leanne Kennerley

Go Slow

1 Alec Burnside
2 layden Herron
32 Tom Helmora

Go _Slow

1 Christine Goulding
2 Helen Ward

3 -Jil1l Simons

Barrel Race

1 Roger Dunn

2 Craig Keighley
S DavidaWard

Barrel Race
1- Chris Dunn
2 Lyn Wilkinsan
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iHumpty Dumpty,
ot fun.

‘We are happy to

flmoment. We have

{tfor school over
ialso welcomed a

§Some of you may

! see Maureen Grapes at Playcentre recently.

f Maureen is going to run her clinic out here
fonce a month as a way of making things
leasier for her rural folk - much appreciated

Maureen.

Don't forget any enquiries to Leonie Smith
#0AR 804 or Lyn Elliott OAR 843

dnever stay still for long.

tor'a hot startewitheall ourlle
ving around 'Summer sun' and r
of this many of us enjoyed
ach and the new paddling

pool on Marine Parade - we really needed thef
l sunhats we'd made the week before too!

Our theme now is Nursery rhymes and the
sessions have been full of cats,
black sheep,

fiddles,
lambs and lots

have a full roll at the

had several children leave

the past few months, and have
number of new families. Things
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Bernie Ward has been recording the rainfall daily at Waiwhare since 19438
for the NZ Meterclcocgical Service. David has graphed the rainfall and

wind figures =g that you can all see the changes in weather patterns
aver the last 43 years. Bernie was very reluctant tc write anything for
us but he made these comments:
- the rainfall over the last 8-9 years has been well below average, but
there hasn't been a lct more wind.
- 1952 was a memorable .year as it toogk from March until May to put
super aon the Willowford (Liz & Gerald’s) part of- Waiwhare. simply
because of the wind :
= in 1971 +there were 143 wet days, L. 84 dinchas-et ' rain, A3 inches in
April alcne. If a black clogud came over there would be rain in half an
hour. Everything was watarlcgged
- in 19632 theras were ogonly 33 inches of rain yet thera was rain cn 1296
days oI the year
—- 1982-3, 88.5 inches each year with a lot of wind, Lats of us remember
those ye2ars weall.
— 9 inches <£fell in one pericd of 24 hours. Thers was a cloudburst at
Esk Valley, resultiag in flocods fhers
= *he wind starts a draoyght. Rain dgesn’'t ccme from the wind, sc as
long as %the2 wind btlows from the west we can'®t =2xpect much raina
wa e NAWHARE RAINFALL.
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Bernia alsc relataed some interesting facts
about rabbits. If you think rabbits are bad
noy, read this!

_

lﬁﬁiz. E@'hen Bernie and his brothers came here arcund
&%ﬁ 1948 the rabbit problem was far worse than it
T~ ﬂ-w is now. Between S0@ & 800 a night would be
X T3 caught. They were worth - skinning then.
= ‘ﬂ,;" Fortunately the weather wasn't dry at that time
as there would have been no grass left.
One year Bernie remembers that 39,20Q rabbits werse poiscned with
strychnine and skinned in a 12 month period. These rabbits came off what
was then Waiwhare Station (40@@ acres - now Willowford, Glenburn,
Waiwhare and WVrekin). This figure didn't include the ones that were
POisoned with phosphorous as they weren't picked up. At that time the
skins fetched #5/10@ initially and later went down to #2/10@. When the
Government tock over (the Rabbit Board) +this practice was outlawed.
Inspection teams came in and producad a raport saying that the farmer
would be prosecuted if something wasn't done about the rabbits. The
Rabbit Board called it their "Killer Policy”. The situation was
alleviated when scrub was cut down and the rabbits lost their homes.

-
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long The Ghost Road
Of The Inland

By Lester Masters

ACK in pioneering times

before the opening of the Main

Trunk railway, the Inland
Patea road ‘was practically the only
access route-for the hugh area of
country stretching westward across
the ranges from Hawke’s Bay to
the bushlands of the Wanganui
River and northward almost to thed
shores of Lake Taupo.

Along it in those picturesque times,
raced the stage coaches of the rival
firms of MacDonald and Rhymer;. and
down it first on strings of packhorses
and:later on bullock and horse waggons
came, probably a greater wealth of
wool than was carried by any other
of the main roads of the North Island
Along the route at widely spaced inter-
vals, to cater for the needs:-of travel-
lers, settlers:and workers, were hotels,
post office stores, stables, blackmiths
and bootmakers’ shops.

Apart from.a few old buildings and
clumps of trees marking the sites of
others, all these thin have now
vanished. Today the old road to the
Iniand has become "mMUY® or -iess of =
ghost road. ‘Large sections of the
original route have long since become
a thing of the past. For the few inhabi- |
tants who now dwell along its central
25-mile section there is no regular mail 1
service, nor for six months of,the year
is any vehicle of over two="tons in-
weight allawed over that secfion with-
out a special licence.

The Founders

OWL\'G to Tecords having been
destroyed in- a fire following the
disastrous Hawke’s Bay earthquake of
1931, littie definite information is now
obtainable on the early history of the
Inland. It would seem, however, from
what information I have been able to
ather, that the brothers Amaz and
%illiam Birch were probably the
founders of the sheep-raising industry
in ‘that area. Sometime in the 186(’s
they crossed the ranges from Hawke’s
Bay with a small flock of sheep and
took up .a large tract of land lying
between the upper es of the
Rangitikei and -Mowhango -Rivers.
Erewhon Station was the name they
gave to their }'mldinﬁia Certainly to
them at that time, t place must
have seemed mnowhere: “At one stage
the brothers ‘were re to have had
80,000 sheep grazing on:Erewhon. :
The route taken by the brothers-on.
that epic first drive was along the old
Maori_war trail leading up~the bed of
garuroro River to Whana
Whana, then through Gleaross .and
Omahaki, across the low saddle
between the Burns Range and Kohinga
+o sthe Ngaruroro crossm%) at Kurapa-
paungo, and from-there by much the
same route as is followed by the
present -road. .

The section of the route up the Nga-
Taroro to” Glenross was later replaced
3 one up the Tutaekuri River and

ong the foot of the range to Glen-
rose. and then on. Later again the
section from the foot of the Blowhard
and-on through Omahaki to Kurapa-
ghexunﬁo was replaced by a track over

lowhard. "Eventually the route
up the Tutaekuri was abandoned and
replaced by the present one through
Bherenden. Old-timers tell me that in
the early days the Omahaki route was
used to a certain extent by bullock
drays.

One yarn I have heard tell of the:
old Omahaki track, concerned a drover
and his boy assistant, The pair, while
on their way through to the Inland
with a mob of 50 rams, pilled in for the
night at one of the camp sites. It had
been a hot, tiring day, and the billy
had been iokec.i away with other gear
in the pack. Bill, the drover, sent the

‘during the 1897 fiood and the

boy -down to the creek to gat some

water in one of the empty bottles he
knew would be down tgere. The boy
seemed a long time gone.

‘“Hey!”? Bill yelled, ‘“What the heck
are you doing?®”’ :

‘““The only sound bottle I can find
is full of something and it’s corked
and sealed. I'm looking for a sharp
stone to knock the top off,”’ responded
the boy.

‘“‘Stop! Stop! Don’t do that,’”’ roared

Bill. ‘“Bring it' up quick and be care-
ful with it. I’ll soon get the cork out.”
“Which, on the boy’s arrival, Bill

smartly set to work and did. He gave
a sniff, a pleased grin came over his
face. He raised the bottle to his lips
and took a good swig. It was whisky
all right. How it had come to be where
the boy had found it he did not know
or care.

_ Crowded Out
E took a couple more i
-1it his pipe-and stamped off to count

the rams, just to make sure none had
strayed ' en route, Sixty was what he

‘made the tally, a gain of 10 and there
.did not appear to be any strangers

among them. He had another go at
the bottle .and tried agaii. This time
the tally went up to 100. He decided
to go back to -the bottle before the
rams started to crowd him-out- and
leave the tallying until morning. -

When morning did come, Bill was
not feeling very well. He heaved the
empty bottle away, broke -camp and
counted the rams out. The tally had
reverted to the original 50. Apparently
the extra 50 had come and gone with
the whisky bottle. T

The Omahaki —trail may still be
traced by clumps of trees planted by
old timers. As. for the bottles, they
have all vanished. 1 know because I
“have looked.

Glendinny and Griffin, a Napier firm,
were responsible for the construction of
a large portion of the Inland Patea
road. By 1880 the road had -Teached
Kurapapaungo. In 1882 the first of
the two hotels, one on the eastern side
of the river belonging to Mr Kinross,
a Napier merchant, and one on the
western side of the river belonging to
‘Mr Alex MacDonald, were opened. In
1883 Mr MacDonald had a pedestrian
swing bridge erected over the Nga-
Turoro River. A.low-level traffic bridge
was also erected over the river that
year. This bridge was swept away
resent
one then erected. The swing bridge was
later taken down and re-erected over
the Rangitikei River.

Maori Bullocky

Y 1884 the road had reached

Mowhango. At this time there were
also two other hotels further down the
.road. One at Waikonini, about a mile
down the then Tutaekuri Valley Road
from where the Waiwhare station-home-
stead now stands. and the other at
.Konini, about another six miles down
the road. Not one of these hotels, .or
the accompanying stores,  blacksmiths’
shops, stables, etc. is now in existence.
The one-time accommodation houses
and horse-changing places for the stage
coaches at the Konini Creek crossing
at Willowford, at the foot of the Blow-
hard and on the western side of the
Ngaruroro, have also gone.

There was an accommodation house
at the Rangitikei River crossing. It
was owned by -a Maori bullocky named
Joht-:ﬁlg
by

-<7d the burtioelseix:
ood swigs, |

-and rushed dow along the -river bed

-78; one bo

-and bottle an the counter with spirits.

Keﬂi.'.- If, was later.taken ower.
Willianis, ‘a?weaggoning ' con-.

tractor. It is still in existence and is
now an out-station of Mr B.
Campbell’s Otupae station.

Johnny XKeily, the Maori bullocky,
was something of a character. At one
stage he was brought before the Court
for sly grog selling. He indicated that
he wanted an interpreter as he could
not speak English. When the constable
gave evidence against him, however,
Johnny jumped mp and said it was all
a-lot of — lies. The magistrate straight
away stood ‘the finterpreter down and
sentenced Johnny.

On one of his trips through with his
waggon, while yet-some distance up.the
Gentle Annie, Johnny lagged behind
to have a yarn with some other Maoris.
His attentien was suddenly drawn to
the fact that his team was drifting |
dangerously nearito the edge of a drop |
ot - hundreds or deet. He rushed along
the danger sidemith the idea of forcing

the road. One @ the bullocks lurched
his uway and. ségt bim owver the drop,
known. since; lq the way, as Kelly's
Mistake. S ; g :

MacDonajd and some «of his

guests at the hgt-i noticed the accident

to where ay had fallen, fully
expecting to d him dead. Johnny,
however, had Yome down_.a shingie
slide. He was«prdly bruised and cut

no. bones broken. He
was -taken $o%the Napier Hospita.l.,“
‘While there hisfwife. Annie visited-him.-
When she sat#hn the bed for a talk,.
the bed collaps¢d. The combined weight-
of the pair svas 35 stone. i

Ear]y Prites

OHNNY, af#br surviving that fall of

hundreds ﬂ! Jfeet on to the rocky
bed of .the Ngaruroro,-met his fate ‘a8
an old man:ia 1917 at Omahu, near
Fernhill, in-aisimple way. While driv-
ing along the%road with his horse and
gig, he offered a school child.a lift. As
he bent down to help the child on
board he-overbalanced, fell forward on
to the road. died of-a broken neck.

I have an hotel cashbook, loaned
me by the fKnolls family, present
owners ‘of whiht was once the Koniniy
Hotel farm. ¥ view of today’s -condi-
tions it makespinteresting reading. Here
are a few extgacts: - i :

February -4, 1889, bought off Mr |
F. 8. Waterllouse, 20 _fat wethers, 5s |
a head; Margh 16, 1889, R. Anderson, |
tea, :amd breakfast, 4s- 6d; |
December, 1838, F. Healy, 2 gallons|
over proof :3isky, £3; R. Sutherland, |

tea, bed and preakfast, 48 6d; paddock-

ing six horms, 6s; Alex MacDonald,

dinner, ; February, 1889, M.
Shields. omet bottle whisky, 7s; Jas.
Alexander, ¥ea, and breakfast,
4s 6d; b pounds. tobacco, 14s;
matches.-383§R. Anderson, tea, bed ané'_
breakfast, 6d; one'mpound tobacco,

2 gin, 7s. Left for Patea
with bullocle team‘_;__.'G. Rhymer. ‘three.

horse feeds,if}s. - B

All. drink¥ at the-bag, jcither besr
or spirits; Jwere ap_p_&r.nﬁ.y o an
those werefthe daysiof pinte of beer

Before: the formasion  .5f" bullock
tracks and 'later roads,.:the wool from
Whana Whana, Glenro'ﬂl_'ﬁ'n:d all points
west and north to as far“back as Karioi
at the foot of .Mt Ruapehu. was
transported| by teams of pack horses.
But the staries of those times and of
the bullock’ and  horse -waggons

racing . coaches I must now leave
lmtﬂ‘.‘moﬂmr. time.




quash has Started once agair.
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COUNTRY WONENS INSTITUTE

4

Institute meetings fail on %he first Thursday night of svery month and

TUPPER WARE.

ParTY

A S'\mdn%’s P\ace

ST8 fjp

gveryone 1s most weicome,

We have had szome very interesting speakers aver the pasi year

beginning with Aoy Frager at Lyn Wilkinson’s home. He is a Rural

Advisar and travels from Taihape to Hastings, Tolaga Bay and E;Z
Lyii

dasterton.

. ; N : e ST
Margaret dellwoco, 3 lawyer, spoke on "Women in Law’ at Lyn Ellict’s
with gleniv of questions being asked from 3 roomful of pecpla.
syening held at Robin Howell-Usticke's had us ;
e sntertained by Pascale Miziiazsew oa Psychic I

Liz ¥ay hostad Alanp Crabbe who is fhe local advisor

Adventure’ of which our Institute has become i meaber. :l[:S

WOHLT

Rue Davis, a Priscn Social Yorker. She gave ’
her soluntary work as ap English and maths i
Ll :
dany of you will be aware of the Alfs Producis oy now - Paulz Garneit
sooke of the benefits of these products at Pat Tollay’s meeiing in

BWOOIIM TTY Lt -sm8 Pysbuny uo pog amosy ¢

Fabruary,

.
Lynda Stephensena ¥.I. missicnary in Tanzanya,spoke of her and her i

family's life amongst the aative peaple at owr A.5.M. last amcath.
Our auction also groduced some laughs and aroved very profitable.@

ther activities §
lind and 3ed Cross. Jane fountaine hosied a coffes morning to
eyeral new mothers fo our disirict towards the end of lasi vear.
Fruit has heen taken to Cranford Hospice. 3e slsoc contribufed ©
dinner meal with the proceeds geing tc help the Gazebo for O

C

the

TN e

ok

W

Any suggadians for future speakers would be gratefully accepted.

Anyone is most welcome o join us - so come along fo our next meeting \\\\\
which will be advertised in the school newslztier. N J
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Keren Wallace

4 BROWNIES
Chris Dunn is interested in getting the local lone
a regular basis tc do activities from "The Flash”.
the girls would meet cne Saturday morning a month -—
tc the meeting would carry on by post as ncrmal.

\\»Anyone wanting to join ring Chris 874-2824

o

Brownies together on
It is envisaged that
those that don't get
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So ke Kok NV ew P el red
And et shonw off e wealth
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and Fix them o mesct.’
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e cua éﬁj’m tw tack

e A«.(amﬁ ows V’/acy Scuet,
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He gl L ST
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Sc the moval o #Ae 4&,)y A4
I wridha back you ace cursect,

Wher & ewr e yﬂlbf’ T ozeles S
c‘\;’j ‘QLA/ﬂj e, ot Lrst!

While clriving to work 1 his ute
Rick spied & bottom so cule.

His eyes did s%vo.:j a he Lookéd cw;j
And cou.c,dbd- with Someones bodt.
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JW, Y ELL WUAT DYA
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Have you t awy contemporar 1ano
mMusic 3% canm Plno‘}ccopyPotf- z P
\-v\-ue.slcol mit? T hawe qot a rcas<>nabl¢.
Selechon n\\ls(,lF and am o}ul"e, "‘GPPY
'Qor Ginyone ) ‘ako%ocop\{ what Thve \c]c‘i’
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A MASQUERADE BALI Start daterSaturday April 11
& O SNy s BN 6 3@ — 8‘3@pm
835 per head per nicht
’e ~t [ —p1 LiT AL S L 11 4 = »
Keep the 30th May 1992 £ % S
+5 be h 143 + Sh a = Derek Hutchinson aof Parkvale
-0 oe S LS aere
it e 8 = R bRl Sehool of Pancing will be the
Lostume Dress: Pre— 193@'s instructor
L LD L - b Ll .
G iy o o + =+ ax
L sa wiching to stay for a
S+ - + —_~— S B s L A0S : =2
-wart scouting the attics, grandma’'s social gathering after lessons
P | e SO Ps ; : 95 = = P =1 =0 —
Anc pa’'s or greft-grandma's and pa’'s v do a5, BY0
v ':V*A'v‘ﬁ}-\ — P ok 3 =3 i maj = - Tk
fuLAfUJe; for the appropriate attire Lyn Wilkinson 874-2892
for the best evening to be had vyet!
1 vet!
AT + + _
J ene He 5 t+tar
IL__ e de~alls later l Learn: Gay Gordons, Valtz,
Quickstep (Foxtrot?, Valetta,
Osle waltz, St Bernard Walk,
Military 2-step, Maxina,
Chicken dance, Gypsy Tap etc

! WORK WANTED I

Crutching, shearing — own handpiece. \ WANTED : Skall. water “'a -
\ : K e aoocl
Please phone at least a day beforehand. Conclthon  for the Sauash Club

Ph. K\Lﬁsk\/ sivcwrijh'i’ 814 -374.7
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The Fire.

The Rogers have lost thgzr
computers and their T.U and
their stereo.

They are lucky that nobody was
in the fire.If they were, they
wouldn't be alive today.

Their dogs were safe,the cat
and car were safe,and the
trampoline was safe,but one
thing that wasn't saf=s was th=s
house . The other cars are safe
too.Karl's and Christie's
bikes are alright.

The Rogers were at the
cre=sk . When they got to the
place they saw some smoks and
flames.

When the fire was ovser 1t
looked like 2 aravegard.

The vatEse in 'the roof-1ran

y Core
3 pateck

m !




L8y held )

Folks, atter much .ivering from Carol and reluctance from anyone else
to do the job ['ve boen ctoed, press—-ganged, whatever, to describe my times

[
as a part-time soldicr.
[ first became interested when [ was working at Massey University. I had a bit
to do with students and everv February some of my friends went off to play
soldiers and came home with lots of money, suntans and some very entertaining
stories. Thin«iag SENis ey t-ho @ had way to get some time off I:set about
joining up.

After a trip to the local recruiting office and
sitting a compulsory IQ test, I found myself
joined up with the Signals Corp. Shortly after-
wards I was invited out to Linton Camp where I
was "sworn in" and told to turn up and see how
a weekend was run. Being green as grass and
ignorant of the system, my first weekend was
memorable in that we sat in one spot in an
abandoned single garage and talked into an
ancient radio telephone. I was introduced
to "Rat Packs" or dried rations and the
Acble art of "Ghosting” -— being there but
not being around for the work.

Having been out once they decided that I
gould go-o0ff for Basic Training = 3
months of introductory soldiering and
corp training by total immersion. Held
at Burnham, just out of Christchurch,
we got there by bus, ferry and cabbage
train. By the time we had crossed

=¥ Cook Srait most of us had worked out we

7 were on the way to the same spot. Given

@ previous reports of the boredom of the

y train trip we bolted to the Picton Pub and

¥ mnade some important provisioning purchases

with what money was left over from the

f ferry's bar. By the time we had reached

gl Kaikoura the guard's van had all available

V; space taken up with the wounded (from

A drinking manoeuvres) and the sergeant in
charge of the rabble was doing frequent trips,

taking other casualties to the lockup.

¥ Once we stepped off the train we went into
culture shock. It was late and dark. We girls,
dressed in civvies (high heels and skirts) were
expected to put our suitcases into the backs of
R.L's.(rear loading trucks) then climb in. The

’3 shouting started then and didn't stop for the

¥ next six weeks. Looking back, the people running
the show must have taken perverse delight in the
difficulties they engineered to befall us.

¢ Basic Training was a real steep learning curve.
For most of us, used to thinking for ourselves, we
were broken in to not thinking at all, doing as we
were told at all times and getting used to being
sholuted at at all hours. Once we had ‘a fire drill
>, | at 2300 hours so the firemen could inspect our
'?"nlvht attire. I'm sure that nowhere else is
. ™ discipline so all-permeating. We were only allowed
to the shop at two set times during the week. we



weren't allowed to the bars at all and we got used to all
our learning being done by "drills"

Basic was along time ago for me now. The best part was
a ride in an Iroquois pretending that it was W
loading into it with smoke and pvrotechnic going
off all around (juet like on “Chinabeach™ ).

Then we were up and away with the doors off and
machine guns mounted - after all the effort of
getting in with our packs and webbing and guns
to just sit and watch the lovely Banks
Peninsula country rolling away as our breath
came back. It makes the things you see on TV
so much more real.

The worst part ' was probably C.B! (confined to
barracks), a wee military ploy to break you

into the mould of service person. When we had
hange parades we had to run from one end of

(

th@ camp to the other, each time with differemnt
items of clothing eor kit ®Bn for severail hourss
then shift the entire contents of a workshop

"I
J H

le being shouted at and having to stop to do

e

e ;
~om one room to another then back again, all the§
i

ess-ups for real or perceived misdemeanours.

I
s

Basic training was a real experience. We:learnt so
much about soldiering, the army and being part of
an institution. I found the corp training, held in
ipakura, a real breeze. At long last we learnt some
chnlcal things. We worked ordinary hours, had the
n of the camp, could go the the bats; the shops, thec

uash courts, the pool, theugh mostly we ssettledifor

e bars. The whole service culture seemed to revolve

ound grog - comea4 305D M., knockeoif and oo E0 bliie bars When the ‘bariwas
u

l

e

o S @ B vl { VIR 0]

BT

t you'd go and get dressed for tea. After teasvoun'd 1¥on yeur clothes;
ish vour boots,;*then-geti vour clothes readyl Eor thetnext ‘day, “then back
r to the bar tillrit-claosed:

O r} D o oer g

o

Again I was in for a stint of C.B., something I seemed to have a real knack of
quiring, though this lot was more tedious than soul destroying. After six
ceeks corp training we had fun at an annual camp. These usually involved the
whole of the NZ Army and we move around NZ from one camp to another in huge
convoyvs, plaving being at war once again. lilve -been lucky. insthat lTigot
interesting jobs working radios in command posts, where you get to know what's
coing on. So often when you are soldiering you are doing such a small job that
most of the time you are bored to tears.

2

Once I was involved in the ANZUS War Games held in tank hangars in Waiouru.
This is like a giant monopoly with every unit represented. The officers make
decisions and the pieces get moved on the board. Sometimes the new military
technology would outpace the decisions and whole armies would get wiped out.

]

hat's the fun side. Waiouru in mid-summer is often so cold the condensation

n the inside of the tents would freeze and Hawaiians and Australians would
merge from their tents claiming that it was snowing inside. One time a
androver loaded with jerry cans of petrol caught fire. They had to unplug the
obile shower's water, but lost it anvway.

= l‘(b ©

I got a trip to  the “jungles ‘of Fiji as part of the Tirst all-womeén sectiom to
do front line training. That was an eve-opener for us. We flew over for a
fortnight's exercise iIp* June 81, When we got off the Hercules we were just
blown away by the humidity. From the airport we weéere trucked to a jungle and
dumped on the side of the road. Soon everyone was there and we got warned not
to expose our skim or hair-toe-the undergrowth for fear of p1cklﬁ up ticks



that “wouldsburteow under our skin and
havestotbe lcut ouB. sl sthought Htawas a
bit ef-a joke but sure emnough; fone poor
bloke had to be "casevact"ed (casualty
evacuated) because one had taken up
residence in his nether regions.

During the 10 days we were in the jungle
we had to sleep under nets (for
mosquitoes). We were constantly wet and
muddy. We had to do water runs to a
creek, passing a wild pig's wallow,
armed only with blanks (live ammunition
is not used in exercises). We had to
use our little Hexamine cookers for hot
food but the leaf litter (the floor of
the " gunegle -— Sitthadl todbe cléared to
set the cookers on the dirt) was alive with scorpions. Our food scraps had to
be taken to the road to be picked up otherwise the rats would congregate in
possies and mug passers-by -not gquite, but hell thev were big.

When we got out of the jungle we went to Suva barracks to clean up. When we
put our clothes in the washing machine they fell to bits as the cotton fabric
had just rotted with the constant mud and sweat.

Shortly after my return from the rigours of the jungle I was offered a trip to
an ANZAC exercise in Australia. I was keen to go but a certain young man
proceeded to take my mind away from things warlike and love won out instead.

I had five years in the service. It was a lot of fun despite the trials every
now and again. I get tempted to think of a return for pocket money but it
really is a young, single person's game.

Ghriss Dunn
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TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Note: When calling Hastings or Napier
numbers dial 2 then the number listed.

Local Schools WVhen Napier/Hastings subscribers ring an
Otamauri number they dial the number listed

Waiwhar=a 839 1in the phone bock.

Sherenden 2—-874 3738

Pukehamocamoa 2-874 3839 Those Glenross Rd pecple on the Hastings

Crownthorpe 2-874 3758 exchange will have to dial 8742 before the

OAR numbers listed here.
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Taihape/Villowford Rds Glenross Rd River R4

Arthur H. 869 Ayres 719 Barnett 445
Arthur P. 872 Campbell 2=876.1010 Clarke AV F
Bryant 870 Gunson 885 DLALH 406
Buchanan 867 Lawrence 2—-876 1006 Fountaine 448
Buchanan L. 866 McRae 883 Guerin 827
Bullock 497 Omahaki Ct. 2-876 1004 Hill 438
Croad 480 Redman 2-876 1leesg Pakoti 446
Dunn 824 Robinson 886 - Simons 828
Faorestry 882 Roil 2-876 1092 Wallace 407
Glennie 30¢ Salter 2—-876 1000 Wailr -7, 428
Goulding 891 Sparkes 2-876 1905

Herrocn 826 Tclley 8175

Jones 470 Ward T. 889

Kay 49Q Waterhouse 888

Kernot 469 Webster 2—-876 1093

McCaslin 4189 Weir—5; 702

McDougal 865 caottage 723

Muggeridge 819

Nicholls 459

Nowell-Usticke D. 863

Nowell-Usticke J. 864

Patan 850

Purcell 457

Ralph 8a1 Russell Coombe 2 876-62z4

Robertson 439 Anne Sherwood 329

Roydhouse 895

Sheild 706

Snmith 804

Vard A. 429

Ward B. 429

Vard C. 8638

Ward D. 419
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